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Pix Starting to Look Askance At 


Some of Those Radio Commentators 


+ 


Increased number of air 


mentators who weekly speak about 
Hollywood, sometimes in careless or 


sarcastic tones, is arousing consider- 
able discussion in the _ industry. 
Matter has been laid before Haysians 
quietly for close scrutiny. 


However, the general attitude of 
industry leaders, including ex- 
hibitors, is that the film business 
can take most of this adverse criti- 
cism, and more. But they would 
prefer constructive barbs, strenu- 
ously objecting to caustic remarks 
concerning the private lives of film 
stars. 

Certain figures in the 
business are hopeful that broadcast- 
ing soon will develop sufficiently 
to maintain the same standard of 
ethics followed by newspaper critics 
who confine their comments to per- 
formances of actors themselves. 


Others, chiefly exhibitors, are 
more outspoken, arguing that pub- 
licity via these radio commentators, 
anent off-screen deportment of 
players, is harmful to the box of- 
fice. - 

One ‘movie boner’ club on a net- 
work program is said to help the 
screen box office rather than hinder 
it. But another exhibitor suggested 
that theatre operators might cash in 
on the same idea by turning the 
tables and asking audience members 
to spot boners in radio programs. He 
outlined it as an exploitation stunt, 
with cash prizes offered certain 
nights to any housewife relating any 
error uncovered on a single morn- 
ing’s programs up until 11 am. 

(Continued on page 46) 


NEWSREELS ALL SET 
FOR WINDSORS IN U. S. 


When the Duke of Windsor and 

his bride visit the U. S., most news- 
ree] companies plan to give almost 
identical cOverage as accorded the 
President. Present line-up calls for 
assigning of camera crew by each 
company or joint coverage, if an 
agreement can be made, so 
wherever the former king of Eng- 
land goes or whatever he does in 
Public affairs will be captured by 
the photographers. 


com- 








While the newsreels count him as 
an A-] Personality in this country, 
Several of the news weekly execu- 
tives contemplate going light on 
footage for England consumption be- 
cause of adverse official attitude 
there and because of links with dis- 
tribution outfits in British Isles. 
Right now, both the French and 
German steamship companies ave 
Striving to land the passage contract 
on the Duke of Windsor, who has 
indicated he'll favor the latter, sail- 
ing from Bremen, as he is now in 
Germany. Newsreel lads are hop- 
ing that the party lands in N. » 
rather than being taken off the boat 
down the bay. 
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Preparedness 


Character actor of reputation 
has prepared a record of his 
engagements with top shows 
and stars covering a period of 
nearly 40 years. He carries the 
typewritten list around ready 
to show it to younger managers 
who may not know his work. 
Actor says it is a psychological 
defense, just in case he is asked 
to read a part. 

New managers are known 
to have players read parts and 
actors, knowing nothing of the 
story, are too often at a com- 
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RCA’S LATEST 


VISIO SHOWN: 
STILE NSG 


By BOB LANDRY 
Radio Corp. of America in New) 
York last week gave a presentation 
to members of the Society of Motion | 


Picture Engineers and the press of, 
television on a screen three feet by 


four feet. Demonstration emphasized 
anew how far away practical or com- 
petitive television is. RCA’s official 
declaration that it was offering ‘an 
became a ~ 
of understatement. 

Image is shot out of a od 


like projection gimmick at a distance | 


of about 20 feet. 
(Continued on page 48) 


Inter-Faith Plan 
To Observe Paddy’s 
Day; Filmers in It 


San Francisco, Oct. 19. 
Louis B. Mayer and Louis R. Lurie, 
San Francisco realtor and theatrical 


Result is greenish, 








. | 
man, have been appointed on a com- | 


mittee to launch a nationwide move- 
ment to ‘celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
the San Francisco way.’ The com- 
comprised of Catholics, 
Protestants and Jews. 

The idea revolves around the an- 


nual St Patrick’s Day luncheon, 
sponsored by Islam Temple of the 
hrine in San Francisco, whereby 


Catholic leaders sit down with Prot- 
estants to listen to a Jew deliver an 
oration on the patron saint of Ire- 


land. Mayer has been the St. Pat- 
rick’s Day speaker at these lunch- 
eons for several years. 


It is proposed to have every large 
city in the nation hold similar lunch- 
eons in a spirit of religics tolerance 


ing among all faiths. 
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Would Accelerate a Lag- 


| ging Broadway Tee-Off— 
_ ing 


It’s the Same Old Idea of | 
| Need for Plays and Play- 


| ers 


NIX GUILD BOYCOTT 


Holdout against legit financing 
under the Dramatist Guild contract | 
is expected to be abandoned by coy 
of the Hollywood studios before the | 
current season ‘is over. Since Colum- 
| bia quit the ranks sev eral weeks ago 
the other companies have shown in- 
creasing signs of following suit. 

This Hollywood hypo to Broad- 
way legit would materially help the | 
new play season along since—as re- 
ported elsewhere in the legit de- 
partment—the 1937-38 itee-off has 
been lagging sharply. 

According to several persons close 
to the situation, the indications of a 
coming break are intangible, but 
numerous and significant, neverthe- 
less. J. Robert Rubin, Metro v. p., 
is understood to be proponent of the 
boycott, with Paramount, Warners. 


(Continued on page 10) 


‘CHINESE VILLAINS 
CONVERTED INTO JAPS 


Donald Peterson of | 

cag G Men,’ juve show on WOR, 
ew York, for Fischer Baking Co., | 

so a script primed for broadcast | 











Producer J. 


Chinese dope-smugglers. Before it 
hit the air the Chinese were changed | 
into Japanese characters. 

Idea was that in the U. S. at pres- 
ent more sympathy is felt for the 
Chinese than ever before—and less 
| for the Japanese because of the un- 
| declared Sino-Jap war. 


Seattle, Oct. 19. 


Local Japanese consul, I. Oka- 
moto, last week debuted a 15-min- 
ute series from KVI’s local studios, 


purporting to give his country’s side 
of the Nippon-China fracas. It 
| the first time that either of the war- 
ring countries have made us2 of 
wavelengths in this area for propa- 
ganda purposes. 

It is reported that local Chinese 
and sympathizers are trying to 
raise a fund with which to buy time 
for a counter-attack on the KVI 


was 


Goldstein puffer-up for 
New York, has obtained 
agreements from both the Chinese 
|}and Japanese consulates to have 
representatives air over the station 
on successive evenings next week 


WMCA, 


| Film Capital Looks Will-| 
to Openly Become) 
Backers for New Plays—| 


1(N. Y 


Film, 


| Schenck who, at that time, w: 
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Wall Street Laying Another Ege: 
In Fact, It's an Entire Omelette 





Radio Prof. Too Tuff 





Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Dick Marvin, radio head of J. 
Walter Thompson ad agency 
here, doubling as Northwestern 
professor, teaching Radio Sur- 
vey. Told students there'd be 
no textbooks for course, but 
they must read Variety. 

Kids are squawking that the 
teacher's too tough on ’em. 


PAVE WAY FOR 
WM. FOX’S PIX 
COMEBACK 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Upshot of the William Fox confabs 














the past two weeks here with Joseph | 


+ 





M. Schenck is to pave the reentry | 


of the one-time Fox head to film 
production and other industry ac- 


Wall Street is at the moment lay- 
ing another egg. 

And affecting the amusement busi- 
ness, 

Cafes and niteries have been feel- 
ing it ever since that first day after 
Labor Day when the market broke 


sharply. The luxury tradesmen— 
furs, jewelry, etc.—like the nitery 
Bonifaces are likewise always 


barometered by the way the market 
behaves. 

Whether it’s the scare or some- 
thing else, picture grosses in some 
keys, as elsewhere reported in this 
issue, reflect nervous temperatures. 
However, where the product is 
strong business is commensurately 
good. 

Ultimate threat to the picture the- 
atre box office was seen this week 
as the stock market passed the sixth 
week of severely declining prices, 
with little hint that the end was in 
sight. Bulk of market investors were 
not deemed as the potential film 
public. Rather it was the so-cal'ed 
vicious circle resulting from a heavy 
market slump that was feared as 
likely to catch up with the theatre 
intake, 

Amusement shares sold down to 


| successively new lows for this year 


aoa | 
tivity. Fox figures he can get a new 


start if the $25,000,000 in 
hanging over him in Nassau County 
supreme court can be ex- 
punged. Fox wants Schenck to 
okay the withdrawal of these suits. 

Legal entanglements 
| from the sale of his interests in Fox 
Fex.Theatres and other cor- 
porations, to Harley L. Clarke in 
1930, are also getting legal going- 


} lov er, 


Move to settle suits started by Fox 
{in huddles with Sidney Kent and 
‘re dis- 


posed to help him, but since then a | 


| 


last week which dealt with gang of | gimmick has been tossed into the} 


dealings because Fox asked $359,000 | 
(Continued on page 46) 


lawsuits | 


} 
resulting | 


| week 


| record. 


and longer in the past weck. 
Numerous declines represented a 


(Continued on page 10) 


_Mebbe Here’s the Answer 
To Pix Edge Over Legit 


‘On Location,’ which played one 
at the Ritz, N. Y., recently, 
hung up some kind of a low gross 
At one matinee the total 





| sales were two 55c. tickets, while on 
| the same evening not one ticket was 


| sold at 
| however, amounted to $4. 


the box office. Cut rates, 

Show at the Bijou several seasons 
| ago had a performance gross of 80c., 
that being the amount of tax on a 
couple of passes. 
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MARKET MAY STYMIE UA DEALS; KORDA 
AND GOLDWYN NEED UP 10 $6, 000,000 





Even Less Chance Now for Any UA-RKO Deal— 
That Would Require $10-$15,000,000—British 
Financiers in N. Y.—Also Mervyn LeRoy 


4 


Unless market conditions improve, 
Samuel Goldwyn and Alexander 
Korda have little chance of obtain- 
ing the required $4,500,000-$6,000,- 
000. in the U. S., for exercising their 
options to purchase control of 
United Artists. 

Under present conditions, there is 
even less chance for them to effect 
a merger between RKO and U. A., 
a deal which might require up- 
wards of $10,000,000, and perhaps as 
much as $15,000,000. 

Should a new financial setup be 
arranged in U. A. through exercising 
of the options, it is felt that Dr. A. 
H. Giannini, president of U. A. 
might have to step out. Dr. Gian- 
nini is largely responsible for the 
present hookup between U. A. and 
the Odeon (Oscar Deutsch) circuit, 
in London. He is among the com- 
pany’s chief manpower assets. 

As alternatives to whatever im- 
passe there may exist for. obtaining 


the required option money in the | 


U. S., Goldwyn and Korda look to 
British sources for funds. Should 
British financiers, independently or 
in conjunction with Prudential As- 
surance, supply the funds with 
which to purchase control of U. A., 
it might well be that, as a condition 
for providing such funds, the 
financiers be given a dominating 
voice in the affairs of the firm, or 
a veto say-so. 


In that way, of course, U. A. 
eould slip into foreign (British) 
hands. 


However, no drastic upset to U. A. | 


occurs should the present producer 
lineup of the company remain un- 
changed and the options not exer- 
cised. The executive staff would 
continue unchanged inclusive of 
Charles Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks 
and Mary Pickford. The company 
would go its usual and general 
course except for the possible loss 
of David Selznick, ace producer. 
Selznick may shift to another firm. 
as he has been talking a deal with 
Paramount and elsewhere. 


Goldwyn’s Dominance 

; Howsoever control of United Art- 
ists is to be settled, the negotiations 
will revolve principally around the 
extent of domination Samuel Gold- 
wyn desires to retain in the new set- 
up or that which shall be granted to 
him. Geldwyn is .he key to the situ- 
ation, and his intention to dominate 
or to stay aloof may curdle the pos- 
sibilities for a new setup. 

Principal factors related in the 
deal, whereby Goldwyn and Alex- 
ander Korda hope to purchase con- 
trol of the company have already 
assembled or are assembling rapidly 
in New York, from London and 
Hollywood, and earnest discussions 
to bring the matter to a close will 
get under way this week. 

Those options held by Goldwyn | 
and Korda must be exercised by | 
Dec. 1. An extension was sought. | 
but it was refused. 

Mervyn LeRoy, potential partner | 
for Goldwyn and Korda in this deal, | 
is now in New York. Samuel Gold- 
wyn is expected before the close of 
the week. 

In the meantime, Ernest H. Lever, 
secretary of the Prudential Assur- 
ance Co., of London, is in New York 
also. He arrived from London (18) 
with David Rose, United Artists of- 
ficial. Rose has been in London on a 
special mission with regard to the 
options. Prudential is the principle 
backer of Alexander Korda and Lon- 
don Films. 

Lever’s presence here at this time 
is sufficient indication that a deal 
may be concluded here for exercis- 
ing the options. 

However, the kind of a deal which 
may be made is open. No deal of a 
definite character has been made so 
far, either here or abroad. 

All proposals apparently are siill 
on the table. Anything, therefore, 





Krafft on Lenser Script 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


John Krafft has been set to work 
on the script of ‘Flash Casey, Candid 
Cameraman,’ second of Grand Na- 


tional’s films featuring the adven- | 


tures of a candid camera reporter. 

Iicx and Arthur Alexander will 
p-cduce with Erie Linden playing 
‘Flash’ again. 








Best Selling Pix Scores 


(WB). 


Whiting.) 


‘Varsity Show’ 
(Mercer- 


‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB). 
(Warren-Dubin.) 
*‘Vogues’ (UA). 
(Brown-Fain; Loesser-Sherwin.) 
‘High, Wide, Handsome’ (Par). 


(Kern-Hammerstein.) 


‘Double or Nothing’ (Par). 
(Coslow-Siegel; Johnson-Burke; 
Lane-Freed.) 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par). 
(Koehler-Young-Arlen-Lane- Hol- 
| lander-Rubin.) 














is possible in the situation. Under 
proper circumstances, the strongest 
jangle is still that merger possibility 
| between U.A. and RKO. And, of 
course, Mervyn LeRoy is another. 

With the chances that David Selz- 
nick, ace producer may leave U.A., 
reinforcement of the company’s pro- 
duction side is vital, and observers 
see the best possibility for such 
strengthening in the RKO angle. 

Additionally, from a financial an- 
gle, were market conditions pro- 
pitious the RKO possibility provides 
a broad base for providing required 
funds not only to exercise the op- 
tions for control of U.A., but addi- 
tionally for production purposes. 

It is felt that whatever deal is 
| finally concluded it will provide for 
| participation by a combination of 
| American and British bankers. 











London, Oct. 12. 
On the eve of his sailing Alex- 
ander Korda is battling the flu. 
Temperature has been around 105 at 
| one time. 


Dunphy Aides Zukor, 
Revamp Par Pub 
Setup on the Coast 


Following return from Europe of 
Adolph Zukor Thursday (14), plans 
have been worked out for the pro- 
motion of Christopher J. Dunphy, 
studio publicity-advertising director, 
to post of assistant to the chairman 
of the board. This switch for 
Dunphy has long been reported as 
coming. 

With the move, Terry DeLapp 
| takes charge of publicity at the 

plant while Cliff Lewis assumes di- 

rection of all advertising subject to 

the jurisdiction of Bob Gillham, na- 
tional publicity-ad chieftain of the 
company. Gillham plans to spend 

much more time on the Coast, di- 

viding it with New York, When he 
| is on the Coast Al Wilkie is in active 
charge of publicity at the h.o.; Alec 

Moss in command of advertising. 
Report that Bill Thomas would suc- 
ceed Dunphy in the top spot at the 
studio is declared incorrect. 

As assistant to Zukor, Dunphy will 
| work ciosely with the founder of 
Paramount on various matters. He 
will have no designated duties as a 
Zukor aide such as Ted Lesser, who 
as an aide to the board chairman is 
| in charge of the talent department. 
|Lesser is retaining that post, it is 
| understood. He formerly was an 
attorney. 

Attaching to the Coast publicity 
department permanently, Lou Smith, 
for years at the h.o, both with old 
| Publix and Par, will take charge of 
a new service supplying 











| 








| dailies. Tom Waller, over syndicate | 
planting in the east, returned to 
New York Monday (18) after a bricf 


trip west to coordinate material he | 


handles between Coast and h.o. 
| 





Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Terry deLapp has moved into the 
spot of department boss in the 
Paramount studio publicity depart- 
ment, with Ken Whitmore stepping 
up as chief assistant with the upping 
of Christopher J. Dunphy as pro- 

duction assistant to Adolph Zukor. 
Bert Holloway succeeds Whitmore 
as department editor. Lou Smith, 
from Paramount’s New York pub- 
licity department, and Bob Hussey, 
formerly with Columbia, 


| additions to the praisery. 


material 
,and directly contacting the national | 


are new} 


¢+---- 


Par to Highest Court 
On Screen Credit Case 


Washington, Oct. 19. 

U. S. Supreme Court review of 
proceedings by which a dissatisfied 
scribbler received damages for omis- 
sion of screen credits was sought last 
week by Paramount Productions. 
Appealing from decision of the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals, which up- 
held lower courts, Par asked the 
highest tribunal to ogle the record 
on which Walton Hall Smith was 
handed $7,500 to compensate him for 
injury assertedly suffered through 
studio’s failure to list him as original 
inspiration for ‘We’re Not Dressing.’ 
Brief says that Smith’s story ‘Cruise 
to Nowhere’ was purchased for 
screen use but then discarded and 
disclaims he made any contribution 
to ‘Dressing.’ 

In support of petition for review, 
studio notes that six writers who 
worked on scenario for ‘Dressing’ 
testified during initial proceedings 
that they never heard of or read 
Smith’s yarn. Par says the original 
story was ashcanned as too heavy 
although once considered potential 
basis for a musical. 


WB POWWOWS 
ON PROD. END 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Production conferences at Warner 
Bros., attended by studio execs, 
Gradwell Sears, Sam Schneider and 
S. Charles Einfeld from N. Y., were 
concluded Monday (18) after plans 
were outlined for releases between 
‘December and April. 

Of the total 60 features scheduled, 
36 have been completed after two 
months of the new selling season. 
Advertising and sales campaigns for 
finished product and the new winter 
moe lineup was mapped out at the 

wows. 

f "aoe left (19) for Dallas, en route 
to N. Y. Schneider heads east Oct. 
22. Harry M. Warner has delayed 
his trip east until Dec. 1 when he 
goes to N. Y. to meet his brother 
Jack, returning from European 
junket. 


Schwab Goes Metro 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Laurence Schwab has closed a deal 
with Metro as a producer. He will 
concentrate on musicals and act in 
association with Sam Katz. 

Schwab recently departed 20th 
Century-Fox. He reports at his new 
location on Nov. 15. 


SAILINGS 


(London to New York), 
Keppel and Betty (Queen 





























Nov. 10 
Wilson, 
Mary). 

Nov. 9 (Yokohama to Los An- 
geles), Naoe Kondo, George Hirose 
(Kirishima Maru). 

Nov. 3 (Quebec to London), Mér- 
ritt Hulburd (Empress of Britain). 

Oct. 30 (Vancouver to Honolulu) 
James P. Dawson (Empress of 
Japan) (Honolulu to Vancouver 
Nov. 12) (Empress of Canada). 

Oct. 28 (New York to Paris), Clif- 
ford C. Fischer, Dorothy Kay, 
George Komaroff, Mme. Komarova, 
|; Jean Le Seyeux, Yacht Club Boys 
| (Ile de France). 

Oct. 23 (New York to London), 
Archie Mayo (Champlain). 

Oct. 20 (New York to London), 
| Leo McCarey, Karl Freund (Queen 
Mary). 

Oct. 19 (London to New York), 
Murray Silverstone, Alexander 
Korda, Phil Reisman, Sam E. Mor- 
ris, Herman Maier, William Powell, 
Madeleine Carroll, King Vidor, 
Erik Chanell, Marjorie Lawrence 
(Ile de France). : 

Oct. 15 (Los Angeies to Honolulu), 
Fred Beetson ‘Lurline). 




















Oct. 15 (New York to London), 
Mischa Auer, Ray Ventura, Allen 
Scott, Jed Harris, Jeff Dickson 
(Normandie). 

Oct. 14 tLos Angeles to Mel- 
bourne), Mr. and Mrs. Sam Kramer, 
‘Harry Kahne Co.. (Mariposa). | 


——e 





Other News of Pix Interest 





Quality quota pix..... ‘ +f 
Other U. S. producers letting M-G 


MacDonald-Jones ............+. 
Radio’s ‘united talent front’ 


ASCAP’s losses through anti-legisl 


Pantages, ‘Let’s Go Hollywood’. 
ASCAP melon up, divvy less...... 
Film studio lax on music reports, 
J. C. Stein’s (MCA) pix yen...... 
Bankhead-Emery show reviewed. 
Tom Mix’s circus 25% 





Metro’s first Maxwell House airshow to ballyhoo ‘Firefly’ with 


‘Mickey Mouse’ on radio for $10,000..... 


Radio reports on Gertrude Lawrence, Sidney Skolsky, Lloyd 


ahead of °36 
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Atlas and Lehmans to Lift Options 
On RCA Holdings in RKO by Dec. 3] 





BOBBY CRAWFORD WITH 


JAFFE AGENCY AS V. P. 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Bobby Crawford became a partner 
this week in the Sam Jaffe agency 
with the post of v.p. Crawford has 
had various studios propositions in 


the last few months offered him but 
felt going into the agency biz was 
best. 

Crawford comes into the agency 
field with a varied show biz back- 
ground, having been in the music 
publishing end for many years as 
president of De Sylva, Brown and 
Henderson and Crawford Music 
Corp. He was also associated with 
Warners in their music enterprises, 
having headed the studio end at the 
time Warners went heavy on musi- 
cals at the beginning of sound. He 
also was active in the production of 
musical legits on Broadway. 


Crawford disposed of his music in- 
terests about a year ago and has 
been residing in Hollywood since 
that time. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Frankie Albertson. 
Robert Benchley. 
Noel Bennett. 
Herman Bernie. 
Russell Birdwell. 
J. Cheever Cowdin. 
George Delacorte. 
Gregory Dickson. 
Scott R. Dunlop. 
Karl Freund. 
Robert Gillham. 
George Griffith. 
Harry Hershfield. 
Atherton Hobler. 
Merritt Hulburd. 
Otto Kruger. 
Carl Laemmle. 
Fritz Lang. 

Alma Lloyd. 

Sig Marcus. 
Archie Mayo. 

Leo McCarey. 
Jimmy McHugh, 
Willard McKay. 
Fred Meyer. 
Mack Millar. 
Irving Mills. 
Harry Mines. 
Halsey Mohr. 
Grace Moore. 
Otto L. Preminger. 
Rosalind Russell. 
Tom Waller. 
Herbert Yates. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Annabella. 
Irving Brecher. 


There seems to be not the slight- 
est doubt that Atlas and the Lehman 
Corp. will lift their options on the 
remaining half of Radio Corp. of 
America’s holdings in RKO, as per 
agreement, by Dec. 31, for $6,000,000. 
In the meantime, however, market 
conditions have kind of leveled off 
considerable of the RKO situation, 
especially regarding the settlement 
of the Rockefeller Center’s claim, so 
that with the RKO shares down to 
around three at .present quotations, 
that R.C. settlement does not ap- 
pear as formidable to some, as it 
had. 

Of course, that’s an unlooked-for 
break for the company and credit- 
ors, and should hasten the firm’s 
final clearance out of its 77b situa- 
tion. 

The R.C. claim for more than $9,- 
000,000, arising out of the leasing and 
construction of the two Radio City 
theatres, the Center and the Music 
Hall, was settled, as under the plan, 
for 500,000 shares of new stock. 

Expectations are that Special 
Master Horatio Alger will submit 
his report on the plan with recom- 
mendations, before Federal Judge 
William Bondy, Oct. 28. His report 


|is subject to Judge Bondy’s approval. 


In view of this unlooked for al- 
teration in the RKO outlook, greater 
curiosity is being evinced regarding 
the special master’s report. It is felt 
also that he may apply himself to a 
survey of the M. J. Meehan situation 
and Keith-Albee-Orpheum, chief 
theatre subsidiary of RKO. 

The M. J. Meehan people own 
around 35% of the KAO preferred, 
and it is figured that the master 
may have a word or two to say in 
regard to making that KAO finan- 
cial setup autonomous. 


CANTOR’S ANNIVERSARY 


Calvaleade of 66 Songs He Intro- 
duced is Included 











Eddie Cantor’s 25th anniversary 
week, Oct. 24-30, will be climaxed 
by the banquet at the Hotel Am- 
bassador, Los Angeles, on Oct 28 
from whence will be broadcast the 
festivities honoring the comedian. 
It's on the humanitarian premise 
that the Cantor quarter of a century 
milestone is being nationally ccle- 
brated in recognition of his public 
service. Joe Schenck chairmans the 
executive committee comprising 
Postmaster-General James A. Farley,’ 
Will H. Hays, Louis B. Mayer, Paul 
Muni and Governor Frank F. Mer- 
riam of California. 

A cavalcade of 66 songs which 
Cantor first introduced and made 
popular will constitute the musical 
scenario for the gala banquet-broad- 
cast. 





Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Ida (Mrs. Eddie) Cantor, after 30 





Helen Buchanan. 
Walter Cosden 
Benjamin David. 
Gloria Dickson. 
Christopher Dunphy. 
Sam Hellman. 
Edwin Knopf. 

Jack Lawrence. 
Jules Levy. 

Robert Loewi. 
George D. Lottman. 
Agnes Melcoll. 

Ethel Merman. 
Dickson Morgan. 
Gail Patrick. | 
Leo Robin. | 
Lester Santly. 
Gerald Savory. 
Robert Taplinger. 
Peter Tinturin. 
Genevieve Tobin.. 
Percy Wesunore. 
Adolph Zukor, 





Krenek, 
Fr : 

| Theatre 
| , 

| Fokine, 
| Danilova, 


|W. de 


years on the fringe of show biz, is 
finally breaking down and will make 
her professional debut, Till now she 
has been strictly a non-pro. 

Bow-in won't be with Eddie, how- 
ever. It took George Jessel to lure 
her before an audience. She guests 
on Jessel’s Mutual co-operative com- 
mercial on Oct. 31. 


ARRIVALS 


Paul Muni, Lili Hatvanny, Steven 
Bekassy, Arthur Guttman, Maternos 
Dreymueller, Karl Kramer, Charl! § 
Muller, Salzburg Opera Guild, Ernst 
Jacqueline ‘Dahlia, French 
of Four Seasons, Michael! 
Trina Baranova, Alexender 
Richard Tauber, Vera 
Guilaroff, Cesar Searchinger, FE. C 
Wilson, Mrs. Carmen Lombardo, Co! 
Basil’s Ballet Russe, Diane 





Napier, David Rose. 
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Threat to Rewrite Anti-Trust Law 
Extremely Disquieting to Pix Biz 


Threat to re-write or materially 
change the present -anti-trust laws, 
made by administration leaders last 
week, were described as extremely 
disquieting to the film industry. That 
the Sherman statute 


severe overhauling is regarded as a 
foregone fact though it is not cer- 
tain if such can be accomplished in 
the special session this fall. 

Any considerable alterations in the 
law alignment, as now 
would. mean a 


is in for a 


ani i-tr ust 
s22ms inevitable, 
complete change in methods of do- 
ing business by the industry, high 
officials say. They feel that it will 
profoundly affect the exhibition and 
distribution ends because the Sher- 
moan act applies to all intersfate 
commerce. 





| 


Certain legal lights fear | 


that the revision of the anti-trust | 
law may upset old court decisions in | 


eortain 
modeled statute may toss a lot of 
decisions back to the courts for 
vision or re-trial. 

_To what extent this 


b2 determined by what clauses in 
the statute are altered. One trade 
chieftain cited the Dallas case as 
indicating what might be done. 
In this action, it -was held that 
the defendants were violating the 
Sherman anti-trust act as it per- 
tains to restraint of trade. If this 
section of the Sherman law were 


repealed, contention is that the in- 
junction could not be continued in 
eitect because predicated*on the pro- 
vision on which the injunction was 
issued. 

However, the greatest menace 
seen in the possibility that the anti- 
trust statutes 
that the industry would have to al- 


1S 


instances and that the re-| 
re- | 


is done will 


| Par 





| HIRLIMAN AT REP AS 
EXEC AND PRODUCER 


Bolly wesd: Get. 79. 
George Hirliman started his con- 
tract. as vice-president with special 
duties connected with 
work at Republic. 


Deal was set during the stay here | 
Republic board | 
into | 
of 


of Herbert Yates, 
chairman. 
active 
films. 


Hirliman may get 
production on a number 


Yates 
day’ (Tues.) 
weeks huddling 
and looking after 
interesis : 


to- 
five 


due in New York 
after a stay of 
with Coast 
his other business 


is 





$1000.00 Par 
Suits Settled: To 


Exam. Balaban 


Settlement of the Paramount trus- 
tee suit against former officers and 
directors of the company, including 


Adolph Zukor, still associated with 
and others, was filed with Fed- 
eral Judge Alfred Coxe in N. Y. 


| terday (Tuesday) by Attorney Arthur 


would be so revised | 
| trustees. 


most completely shift its methods of , 


carrying on distribution and dealing 
with exhibitors. Lone -solace is 
found in the belief that it will re- 
quire about three months to push 
the changes through Congress, 
reoresentatives of the various com- 


with | 


| session 


Balantine, of counsel to the Par 
It is believed that 
$12,000,000 suit was settled 
stipulation for around $2,000,000. 


Neither Ballantine nor the court 


“would comment on the case, as Bal- 


panies able to present their side of | 


the picture during Congressional 
hearings. 


LE MAIRE SHIFTS TO 
RKO, RESIGNS AT U 


Helirwoed, Oct. 19. 

With half of his three-year con- 
tract still to go, Rufus Le Maire | 
parted with Universal, where he was 
assistant to Charles R. Rogers, stu- 
dio production chief. Lack of active 
duty prompted Le Maire’s exit and 
switch to a deal with Sam Briskin 
for an executive post at RKO. 

Le Maire joined U in March, 1936. 
He brought to studio such players 
as Deanna Durbin, Mischa Auer, 
Barbara Reid and Danielle Darrieux. 
He plans a three-week vacash in N. 
Y. before checking in at RKO, pro- 
viding the deal jells. 








-Small’s Film Comeback 


: Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Eddie Small is going to Savannah 
from N. Y. before returning to Hol- 
lywood where he will resume nego- 
tations on a producer deal. . 
He was last at the RKO studio 








Packing Up for Mars 


Hollywood, Oct. 19 
James Ashmore Creelman has been 


| 


; out the contract, 


lantine figured alone in 
confab with 
at which no other counsel 


is understood to have been present. 


yesterday’s 


matter, to hear objections, but that’s 
not certain, as it is up to the court. | 

Barney Balaban, Paramount Pic- | 
tures president, has been ordered by 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Wil- 
liam T. Collins to appear in court 
Oct. 21 to be examined in relation to 
the April contract made_ with! 
Adolph Zukor, board chairman and 
productions chief of the corporation. 
A group of minority stockholders | 
| headed by Ella Hayim, are suing for 
an injunction to restrain Zukor, 
Balaban, 21 other officers and direc- 
tors and Paramount from cacrying 
claiming a bonus 


| voted Zukor under the April agrec- 
ment is excessive, 


' 3% over that amount. 
| part of 
| stockholders 


! 


| quently tried 
| her 
} convinced 


Last April the board of directors, 
following a_ stockholders’ meeting, 
voted to pay Zukor $3,000 a wee' 
salary for 1937 and 1938 besides grant- 
ing him a bonus of 74% of yearly 
vrofits from film up to $2,500,000 and 
It is the latter 
the contract the minoriiy 
object to, des»vite the 
(Continued on a: 10) 


“BALLYHOO? 


Houdini’s ‘Spiritualistic Expose 
Precedes Her Pic 

Houdini, 

to 

late husband, 

it’s 


Mrs. 


Beatrice who has fre- 
communicate with 
now seems to be 


impossible. Cur- 


| rently has a full page memorial ad 


handed the scripting job on ‘A Jour- | 


ney to Mars,’ which Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr. will produce for Para- 
mount. 


-Randolph Scott and Dorothy 


Lamour have been assigned the leads 


tentatively, 





Laemmle to N. Y. 


Hollywood, Oct. 

Carl Laemmle headed for , vy. 
‘oday (19). Says it’s personal biz 
aud no connection with pictures. 

Siays east three weeks, 


in The Sphinx, trade paper for 
magie and house organ for the So- 
ciety of American Magicians, in 
which she states: 
‘You were right, as usual, Harry. 
There is no returning.’ 
Several attempts were made by 
allezed mediums to penetrate the 
| secret code which Houdini and his | 


wife had agreed on before he died. 
Numerous phonies have tried but 
with no success. 

‘Madame Houdini Speaks’ is the 
title of a new picture which will 
expose spiritualistic fakers. 
be in the picture playing herself. 


executive | 


execs | 


yes- | 


the | 
under | 


Judge Coxe, a private, 


She will? 


PROTECTION F 
15 MANE 











Special Fund for Annuities 
—In Addition to Salaries 
of Officers, but to Be Pro- 


rated According to 
come 
with Top Execs, but May 


Be Extended 





PREMIUMS EXEMPT 


An insurance plan for Paramount 
of a special fund through which an- 
| nuities are purchased for top execu- 
tives and 
future 


date include 


to lesser em- 
| ployees, is being devised and be- | 
tween now and the first of the year 


is expected to receive directorial ap- | 
proval. The plan is revolutionary | 
for pictures but inducts into th’s in- 
dustry for the first time-sfmilar pro- 
tective measures 
power 
other fields. 

While reported that 20% 
be the eventual figure, it 


may 
is under- 


setting aside a fixed amount weekly 
' for the purpose of buying insurance 
| on the lives of its leading executives, | 
insurance which will mature to them 
or their families on reaching the a 

limit prescribed. In other words, 
is proposed to place into the special 


tives for the payment of premiums. 


from the salary 
computed against the salary to de- 
| termine the amount of the 
Full. salaries will be paid, the extra 
percentage figuring as the insurance. 


Balaban, Griffis, Et Al. 
Those who will benefit from 


| ton L. Griffis, 
| Neil F. Agnew, Y. Frank Freeman, 
John W. Hicks, Jr., Walter Cokell, 
| Fred Mohrhardt and Paul Raibourne, 
| all of the home office. Adolph Zukor 
jis not eligible, since he will be 65 
| years old this coming January. 

The annuities will be written for 
| maturity at 65 for all executives in- 
, cluded under it, excepting Balaban, 
| president of the company, for whom 
maturity is placed at 60. 

Aside from the fact that Par visu- 
| alizes the annuities as a means of in- 
| suring itself against loss of the man- 
power insured, ‘and 
good-will to deter any of its top 
executives from jumping to another 
company, the annuities may form a 
means of escaping taxation on sur- 
| plus which last year had companies 
in all industries frantically passing 
out bonuses to escape Federal bur- 
dens. The Government is repor'e! 
to be concerned about such plans a: 
| Paramount is propos'ng because 0° 





| the fact that insurance money isn't 
| taxable. This is being done in other | 
| industries, including ste*l. and 


Washington officially is cognizant of 
| the matter. 


Provisions 
Any of the Paramount executives 
for whom a persentage of their s»l- 
ary is set aside, may not quit the 


company until they have reached 60, 
as in the case of Balaban, 65, 
in the case of the others. and receive 


or as 


any of the benefits being provided. 
In the event of their reaching the 
majority of their annuities, it is 
theirs, while in the event they 


should die prior to reaching the pre- 
scribed age, the benefits accrue to 
their families. 

It is understood that Paramount 
wants to get the ball rolling on the 
annuity plan for the leaders of the 
company first, with the thought of 
adding others as time goes on and 


eventually perhaps setting aside a, 
fixed percentage for every employee | 


of the company so that Par may 
feel it is insuring iiself against the 
loss of any of the persons on iis pay- 


In- 
Brackets—Starting ~ 


which provides for the organization | 


may be extended at some 


in behalf of man- |! 
that have been undertaken in 


not | 


stood that Paramount is figuring on | 


age | 
it | 


fund 20% or thereabouts of the sal- | 
ary being presently paid the execu- 


The percentage is not to be deducted | 
now earned but| 


annuity. | g 


es‘ablishing | 
| connection 
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fh Zukor More in Favor of Native 


WEA Producer Making ‘Em in England 


For Par's Release Around the World 





Angle-U. S. Pix 


Further detailed in the In- 
ternational News section of this 
issue, on Page 17, are stories on 


American quota picture pro- 
ductions. 
Embraces England and the 


Australian quota acts, plans and 
proposals, which tie in with 
recent international filin activi- 
ties by Hollywood producers 
abroad. 











Miss Moore May 
Join Goldwyn; 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Moore will talk a picture 
deal with Sam Goldwyn while in 
| N. Y. for radio and concert work. 
| Diva told Columbia that unless 
has proper story material for her 
she will change over to any studio 
that has. 


| Grace 


Miss Moore is under Columbia | ‘ 
|» et for one, w:th options for three. 
|She has been balking at mak- 
ting pictures ‘off the cuff,’ Colum- 
|bia has. offed preparations for 
| ‘Easy Sailing,’ which was to have | 
starred the diva. Operatic canary | 


| ' 
announced that she will be ready to 


go. through with her next picture 
}commitment at Col April 1 provided 


| the studio comes through with the 


| proper 
Col has an option for three 
more Grace Moore films after that. 

Miss Moore was quoted as saying, 
‘I'm tired of going into production 
and having my picture shot off the 
cuff, I will not be rushed through a 
picture in four weeks time. I have 
my standing in the world of music to 
maintain and I am not going to have 
music foisted on me. I know music 
and feel that I am entitled to have 
a say about it in respect to the pic- 
tures in which I appear. I receive a 
salary and percentage from Colum- 
bia and feel that it is my prerogative 
to protect myself, and Columbia as 
well, as long as I make pictures un- 
der their banner.’ 

If any legal matters come up in 
with he. decision, Miss 
| Moore said that will be a matter for 
| attorneys to thresh out and that un- 
| less her conditions are met she will | 
| make pictures elsewhere. As the 
result of her moveout, Joe Bigelow, 
who had been brought in from 
Samuel Goldwyn to work on the 
| story of ‘Easy Sailing,’ has returned 
|to his own studio. Ray McCarey 





and Bill Thomas originaled ‘Sailing.’ | 


ESTABROOK NOW PAR 


PRODUCER; 3 FILMS | 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
tabrook has moved up 
from wi producer status 
Paramount, with his initial 
ment set as ‘Everybody’s 
by Samson Raphaelson. 
Dee will play the title part. 


Howard E 
iter to 
assign- 
Girl,’ yarn 

Frances 


Estabrook also draws the producer 


job on ‘Carmen,’ likely with Gladys 
Swarthout, and ‘The Life and Melo- 
dies of Victor Herbert,’ in which 
Irene Dunne probably will star. 


roll, at the same 
the good will that develops from 
move of this kind, 

The plan, it is underst 
/up that it may 
tployee on the Par 
out the world. 


ood, 


payroH 


—— 


Tiffs Columbia 


it | 


cooperation and appropriate | 
| vehicles. 
. the | 
There may be a hearing on the’ yJan include Barney Balaban, Stan- | 


Austin C. Keough, | 


o 

If Paramount can find a producer 
in England of sufficient standing to 
supply satisfactory product for re- 
lease by Par in America,-the com- 


pany will be inclined to keep out of 


active production in the tight little 
isle. Adolph Zukor, after studying 
the situation in Britain, is said ‘to 


have been somewhat discouraged by 


the troubles other 


American com- 
panies are having in England, 
notably Metro. Remembering Par's 


two prior effort 
England, Zukor 


to make pictures in 
is believed more in- 
clined to make releasing arrange- 
ments to meet auotas than to enter 
; picture-making direct. 





> 


Pending any definite decision, 
| Paramount will await further de- 
| vel opments on the Br iish quota 
| laws, determining its: position and 
plans after it has been decided 
eit the quotas will be on a 
basis of pictures or money. Zukor 


is strong in his belief that English 
producers are doing as good as 
Hollywood invaders. could. The 
chairman of the board doubts that 
Americans in London could do any 
better, if as well, in view of the 


progress that is being made in native 
En*lish production. 

Zukor is of the belief that Holly- 
wood should cooperate with England 
in making pictures for the British 
market and for markets elsewhere, 
) taking the position modestly that 
we shouldn't hog it all’ by entering 
| into competition with the English 
| producers. 

Par’s Past Experience 
| While reported that Par may go 
into production in Fritain within six 
months, on the heels of Metro, which 
| has already started operations, it is 
}now regarded as doubtful whether 
| Par will ever set up its own studio 
|}machine on English soil again, 
though it will continue at Joinville, 
France, to meet quotas of that coun- 
try. Par tried production twice in 
England at the Elstree studios with 

(C ontinued on page 59) 
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Urges ‘Saving Face But Co. Balks 


At Powwowswith UMPTO as a Body 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

Peace plan to end the three-month- 
old date and buying strike against 
Paramount was sent out in a special 
bulletin to all its members yester- 
day by the United Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners, Philly indie group 
which is running the boycott. 

Since Par execs have expressed 
willingness to meet with individual 
exhibs, but not groups, to settle the 
strike, UMPTO suggests as a com- 
promise it meet with one exhib from 





each boycotting zone. Suggested 
committee includes reps from Phil- 
adelphia, Minneapolis, Pittsburgh, 


Boston, North Jersey, Los Angeles, | 
Milwaukee and Ohio. 


As result of good deals offered in- 
dividual exhibs called into Par head- | 
quarters here, UMPTO execs feel | 
Par boycott could be quickly ended 
with a victory for the theatre own- 
ers if Par only had a way to save 
its face. 

Terms offered to exhibs who have 
privately confabbed with local ex- 
change officials are practically aj 
complete reversal, it is said, of Par’s 
original selling policy. In most 
cases exhibitors are offered much 
better terms than last year if they’ll 
sign. 

Many have been tempted. Some | 
have consulted UMPTO officials on 
what to do. All have been told they 
can ink the papers if they wish, 
but are subtly reminded that Par 
wasn’t offering such terms two 
months ago. Remarkable united 
front has brought them about. They 
are shown the folly of splitting that 
front. 

As a result, in every case, exhibs 
have gone back to the exchange and 
told execs there that they are only 
willing to sign up if Par will deal 
with the entire group. Exchange in- 
sists it will deal with each member 
separately, but not in a body. 

The new peace proposal is there- 
fore suggested as a sort of compro- 
mise between individual and group- 
buying that allegedly will allow Par 
to ‘save its face.’ 

That lines are holding 





fast 


called last Tuesday. There are 15 
members on the board. Thirty-four 
men were ai the meeting. The oth- 
ers were ‘interested exhibitors.’ One 
exhib at that time suggested the buy- 
ing strike be continued, but that the 
date strike be called off and houses 
start booking pix due them. One 
reason for this is product shortage, 
which is pinching, and another is so 
that suit may be brought to force 
delivery of the six pix which caused 
the strike. 

Big attendance at the war board 
meeting was the result of indigna- 
tion of Par’s selling away to the 
Frolic theatre from the Apollo. No 
other houses have purchased Par 
since, and Frolic is booking in no 
pix. 

Indies’ Bulletin 

In its ‘peace bulletin’ UMPTO says, 
‘Once again the Paramount high 
command has committed a _ tactical 
blunder in its war on its customers. 
Paramount has decided to sell away 
from recognized, established ac- 
counts. 

‘If in doing so, Paramount could 
recoup its losses the move might 
have some economic justification. 
But with UMPTO holding voluntary 
powers of attorney to buy, from 
most exhibitors and with other terri- 
tories adopting similar plans, the 
newest Paramount move must be 
construed as a punitive act directed 
acgcinst a few of the stalwarts in ex- 
hibitor ranks. 

‘Paramount's whole course of ac- 
tion has been a series of blunders 


+ 


was | 
proved by the ‘war board’ meeting | 








KNOW THEIR WINGS 


Par Surrounds Wellman With Sea- | 
sened Vets for Air Epic 


Hollywood, Oct. 
Paramount has signed deed 
Mantz, technical adviser to Amelia 
Earhart, Frank Clark, 
and Tex Rankin, aerial acrobat, ; | 
experts on Director William Well- | 
man’s staff to work out technical | 
details of ‘Men With Wings,’ $2,- 
000,000 air film. 


Dozens of old model airplanes, 
cluding many types used in 


stunt aviator, 


in- | 


airport where Para- 
mount has established a hangar. 
Robert Carson and Wellman scripted 
‘Wings,’ production scheduled to 
start around Dec. 1. 





Laurel a Corporation 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Stan Laurel has incorporated him- 
self as president of Stan Laurel | 
; Productions, Inc., L. A. French v.p., 
| Ernest Murphy secretary-treasurer, 





| and Vincent A. Marco counsel. 





Laurel's first deal as a corporation | 
was to sign himself for four pictures | 
in two years at Hal Roach. 


Hal Roach has dottedlined Phil | 
Charig, musical comedy composer, to | 
score the first Laurel and Hardy fea- 
ture-length comedy to be made un- 
der the new ticket signed by 
comics at Roach. 


Initialer for L. & H. under the new | 


pact will be labeled ‘Swiss Cheese.’ 





Schenck’s Villa Buy ° 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Joseph M. Schenck and Norma 
Talmadge, his former wife, now Mrs. 
George Jessel, have purchased Villa | 
Riviera, a Long Beach (Calif.) | 
apartment hotel, for $1,500,000. 

Place is the shore residence of 
many ranking United States naval 
officers. 





VELEZ’S MEX MEGGER 





Mexico City, Oct. 19. 

Fernando de Fuentes, ranking 
Mexican director, who made ‘Alla en 
el Rancho Grande’ has been assigned 
to meg ‘La Zandunga,’ pic of history 
and romance which will feature 
Lupe Velez, that Films Selectos is 
to start producing this month. 

Miss Velez is expected here about 
‘the middle of this month. 


Olivia’s Quick Trick 
Hollywood, Oct. 
Olivia de Havilland completed her 
scenes in Warners ‘Gold Is Where 
You Find It’ last week and imme- 
diately flew to Chico where she 
joined the company making ‘The | 
Adventures of Robin Hood.’ 
Director William Keighley 
been shooting around the femme 
lead with the ‘Robin Hood’ company. 





Av. 





of the nation. No court in the land 
can compel exhibitors to buy Para- 
mount pictures if they deem the 
Paramount policies unfair. 

‘Paramount blundered when it re- 
fused to meet with representatives 
of its customers while agreeing to 
meet with representatives of 
shippers and rewinders. 

‘And Paramount blunders when it 
mistakes every gesture of 





It blundered in belittling the extent | made by the independents as a sign 
and volume of the exhibitor oppo- | of weakness. 


sition to its selling policies. 


It | 


‘No sane exhibitor wants to see 


blundered when it deliberately with-| Paramount harmed or the quality 
held half a dozen big pictures which | and quantity of Paramount releases 


in its printed literature it had prom- 
ised to deliver in order to resell 


these’ pictures to their customers at | 


higher prices. 
‘It blundered when it curtly dis- 


missed a local committee called to ' 


present these grievances witha re- 
quest to ‘put them in writing for 
forwarding to New York.’ 

‘It blundered when it started its 
unprecented court action in Phila- 
delphia and Minneapolis in an at- 
tempt to cow and intimidate by a 
show of legal force the exhibitors 


Jere gion Our opposition is di- 
rected solely against certain of their 
sales policies. We feel that many 
of the differences between the dis- 


change of views at a round-table. 
We believe that Paramount’s re- 


not grounded in good business sense 
if these differences can by that pro- 
cedure be quickly settled. 


‘Face saving is one thing. But to 





‘and foolish.’ 


| McGuire's production of ‘Rosalie’ 


the | 
| World War, are being assembled at} 
| Metropolitas 


the | 


has 


its | 


peace | 


putants can be ironed out by an ex- |- 


fusal to meet with a committee is | 


continue a war needlessly is futile 


RUSHING ‘GOLDEN WEST’ 
UP TO STARTING LINE 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

William Anthony McGuire has his 
| scripters, Isabeli Dawn and Boyce 
DeGaw, splitting a 24-hour shift in 
order to complete the screenplay: of 

The Girl of the Golden West’ so 
that he can get it into production by 
| the end of October. Robert Z. 
| Leonard is slated to direct. 





is winding up at Metro this week 
with W. S. Van Dyke at the direc- 
torial controls. 


“* STENOG UNION: 
ATTACKS U’S 
150 LETOUTS 


Severely attacking Universal fol- 
lowing recent letouts of nearly 150 
and hinting at trouble in 
| other companies, a committee of 
| discharged U employees has sent out 
la letter in behalf of the CIO union 
| attempting to organize film workers 
| which charges that U office people 
| were organized inte a company 
union under persuasion of their em- 
poe er. .The committee of former U 
| employees state in their broadside 
that the U wage scale was so low 


| 
i that union action was needed, but 
| that Universalites, persuaded by 
| their employers, allowed themselves 
to be organized into a company 
| union. 


‘We see now that our mistake was 
in not joining the only organization 
that could have helped us—the union 
for all office workers in the film in- 
| dustry, Local 16, United Office & 
| Professional Workers of America, 
| the statement adds. This is the local 

| of the Bookkeepers, Stenographers & 
| Accountants international of the 
-C.1.0. which is trying to unionize 
| all clerical and similar help in film 

| home offices. 

Circulated among employees of 
| other companies, the U committee of 
| jetouts, now ClIO-minded, urge that 
| their warning is not an idle one. 
| They point to a coming reorganiza- 
| tion of RKO, declare that there are 
rumors of a shakeup in Metro and 
that Warner Bros. is decentralizing 
departments and will discharge home 
office workers. 

Committee leads off its attack 
against U by saying: ‘The air has 
been cleared,’ Mr. Charles R. Rogers 
of Universal Pictures actually told 
Hollywood executives upon his ar- 
rival at the Coast. Yes, the air was 
cleared, and nearly 150 U employees 
were gone with the wind. It slipped 
Mr. Rogers’ mind, apparently, that 
practically 50% of Universal’s home 
office had been fired without prior 
notice on Friday, Oct. 1. Long and 
faithful service, in some _ cases 
| amounting to 25 years with the com- 
| pany, was rewarded with the mag- 
nificent sum of one week’s pay.’ 

Letouts charge they were fired as 
means to pay for factional disputes 
within the company, production 
blunders and staggering, top-heavy, 
undeserved salaries. 

‘Mr. John M. Stahl is now being 
paid $4,000 a week by Universal for 
doing absolutely nothing,’ the broad- 
side charges. ‘Why. was there no 
retrenchment in his or in other thou- 
sand dollar a week salaries?’ 

The American Federation of Labor 
affiliate in the office workers’ field, 
Federal Local 20,940 of Bookkeepers, 
Stenographers & Accountants Union, 
which is trying to repulse CIO 
| moves, will hold a mass meeting to- 
/morrow night at the Manhattan 
opera house, N. Y., and is urging all 
film h.o. employes to attend. This 
union, as against CIO, points to the 
fact that A. F. L. unions are strong- 
ly entrenched in the fifin industry 
and thus would have the advantage 
of pressure from other crafts in pic- 
tures. 








| employees, 











WHALE AT METRO 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

James Whale moves to Metro on 
a one-picture deal to direct ‘Fanny,’ 
co-featuring Wallace Beery § and 
Frank Morgan, which Henry Henig- 
son produces as his initial assign- 
ment under his new contract. 

Film will be made from the play 














‘four transactions in July. 


PRODUCT DEALS 


Schaefer Sets Saenger—UA _ Sells 
Away From Nathanson, Etc. 








George J. Schaefer is due back to 
New York today (Wed.) after per- 
sonally taking charge of negotia- 
tions on a product deal with the 
Saenger circuit. He went to New 
Orleans to confer direct with E. V. 
Richards and other executives of the 
company. 

E. K. O'Shea, Metro acting district 
manager, with headquarters in De- 
troit, and E. M. Booth, Cincinnati 
branch manager, were in N. Y. last 
week for business confabs with Bill 
Rogers, Metro sales chief. O’Shea 
left Thursday (14), planning to stop 
off in Albany and Buffalo before re- 
turning. home. 


Unable to make a deal with either 
the. Loew chain or N. L. Nathanson’s 
Famous Players-Canadian _ string, 
United Artists has sold away to in- 
dependents in towns of these circuits 
by closing contracts in Montreal, 
Toronto, Ottowa, Quebec City, Lon- 
don, Ont.., Winnipeg, Calgary, 
Windsor, Saskatoon, Regina, Monc- 
ton, Moose Jaw, Sask., and Brant- 
ford, Ont. 

This is the second notable instance 
where UA has sold away from large 
regular circuit customers, George J. 
Schaefer having set a term deal with 
the Wometco chain in Miami and 
vicinity in opposition to the S. A. 
Lynch houses. 

Negotiations between Jules Levy 
for RKO and John J. Friedi for the 
Par Minnesota Amusement chain in 
the northwest to spot RKO product 
into the 91 houses of this chain have 
been concluded. Minnesota operates 
in Minnesota, the two Dakotas and 
Wisconsin. Following deal, Levy has 
gone on to the Coast. 


GRIFFIS’ DUMPING OF 
PAR STOCK DISCLOSED 


Washington, Oct. 19. 

Continued dumping of Paramount 
Pictures securities by Stanton Grif- 
fis, Par director and New York 
financier, was revealed Friday (15) 
by the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

After a brief interruption to their 
market activities, Griffis and Hemp- 
hill Noyes & Co., brokerage firm, in 
which he is a partner, were dis- 
closed as having unloaded $46,000 
vorth of Par’s 34% convertible 
debentures during the summer. In 
two blocks, they peddled $23,000- 
worth during August, while they 
got rid of an equal amount through 
Left the 
banking house with $42,000 worth 
in the kitty. Griffis in his own name 
still has $1,000 of debentures and 








1,060 shares of common. 
Only _ other transaction in film 
paper involving corporate insider 


was purchase of two blocks of 500 
‘shares each of Grand National com- 
mon by Jack Barnstyn of New York. 





Horne Leaves Wanger 


To Produce Actively 


Horne, in production, upon his leav- 
ing Walter Wanger, as production 
executive, in December. Horne is | 
not renewing with Wanger although 
it is understood that Wanger has 
invited Horne to continue his asso- 
ciation as is, 

There has been some mention of 
Horne possibly becoming associated 
with Edward Small, but he has made 
no definite commitments, 

Horne has been with Wanger for 
around a year and his going is oc- 
casioned by a desire to be more ac- 
tive on actual production, rather 
than on talent and exploitation. 





Muggess’ ‘Graustark’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Cecelia Ager, ex-VaRIETY muggess, 
has been handed the chore of script- 
ing ‘Graustark’ for Samuel Goldwyn, 
collabing with Donald Ogden Stew- 
art. 

Assignment is her first since join- 
ing Goldwyn. 


NOT HER TYPE 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. . 
Lulu Deste has- left the Columbia 
lot after settling her contract due to 
differences in opinion as to the type 
of roles given her. 


European staF was signed about a 





by Marcel Pagnol. 





year ago and now is freelancing. 


Several proposals are open to Hal! 


‘ABROADWAYITE 
LEAVES BWAY 


By JACK OSTERMAN 


Schenectady, N. Y., Oct. 19. 

Scene:—A Street. 

Character: — A Master of Cere- 
monies. 

Place:—Schenectady. 

M.C. is discovered standing in the 
middle of the street with arms out- 
stretched...he is looking up to the 
heavens and is heard asking, ‘What 
have we done, what have we done”’ 
(Dialog suggested by Joe Lewis). We 
still haven’t received an answer from 
above at this writing; however, we 
signed the contract with a sane and 
sober mind and are determined 
do our ‘bit’ without a squawk. 

This Club Palaroma we are at is 
another cozy little stadium, seating a 
snappy 1,100, 200 more than General 
Electric uses here. G. E. is the main 
cheese in this man’s town, and the 
town is always crowded, therefore 
the two leading hotels are quite in- 
dependent. We've got a nice room 
with a floor in it at the Mohawk. 
situated right next to the depot. All 
night long the choochoos keep choo- 
jing, bells keep bellowing, whistles 
keep whistling. 

The other night a drunk checked 
in and couldn’t stand it any longer 





to 


so in the middle of the night he 
called the clerk and asked him, 
‘What time does this hotel stop at 


Poughkeepsie?’ 

We went in the bathroom the other 
morning, reached for a piece of soap 
and shook hands with the engineer. 
Nice guy when you get to know him. 

A big sien informs you as you 
enter the city that it was settled by 
the Indians; don’t know how much 
they settled for, but whatever it 
was they got the best of i. 

They’re trying to get DiMaggio to 
play center field at this night club 
here, but he wants too much dough. 
But we shouldn’t beef, we’re work- 
ing and believe me we have to be- 
cause right now we have three doc- 
tors and two lawyers proving our 
comeback was a success. 

While in N. Y. last week we had 
an X-ray made...cost us 20 slugs... 
for five more we could have gone to 
James Montgomery Flagg. 

We also got a load of the new In- 
ternational Casino...nice little city. 


Girls come out of trap doors, the 
sides, the ceilings, every place but 
the entrances. What an ideal spot 


this would have been in the old days 
for Fred Stone! 

We're through here every night at 
12...that’s what you call a position. 
Can’t get used to it. The other night 
we felt like hopping in the car and 
catching the Diamond Bros.’ last 
show at the Paradise, on Broadway. 


Last time we were with these 
, quiet, easy - working gentlemen, 
they dropped a plank on us, quite 
by accident, during a little high 
class artistic afterpiece at Loew's 
State...you know the State, the 
Oasis on the vaudeville desert. We 


know a guy with so much confidence 
he had one week booked there and 
went out and bought a scrap book. 

See where Kay Parsons succeeded 
Helen Morgan at the El Dorado... 
| Rothing like keeping up the old 
‘Show Boat’ spirit...maybe Lou 
| Schwartz is dickering with Charlie 
Winniger to follow Kay. 

Prison Cycle 

Saw the picture ‘Alcatraz Island.’ 
which is quite evidently written 
around Scarface Al Catraz. We also 
saw the Warner Bros.’ ‘San Quentin’ 
and ‘Devil’s Istand,’ so we have an 
economic suggestion for them—why 
not rent studio space in the Tombs, 
shoot their stories there and just 
change the titles like, ‘Auburn 
Merry-Go-Round,’ ‘Sing Sing Synco- 
pation’ and ‘Folsom Follies.’ 

Reminds us of the time we went 
| up to Folsom some years ago to en- 
| tertain the boys. It’s right outside of 
Sacramento, and in order to be con- 
fined there you've got to be a two or 
three-timer, no beginners allowed. 
As we arrived there the boys were 
marching into the auditorium. We 
pointed to one fellow and asked the 
natural morbid question, “What's he 
in for?’ The warden told us one was 
in for 80 years, the other for 70 
years. One guy was in for 50 years 
|}and life, sentences to run concur- 
| rently, and he also told us of the 
atrocious crimes they had committe d. 
We spied a young dapper-looking 
chap and wanted some information 
about him. The warden told us he 








was only in for 25 years. ‘Oh, caught 
knitting, eh?’, we asked. 

Well, get prepared now for the 
pay-off. While we were appearing 





(Continued on page 59) 
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WOULD CENSURE CENSORS 





Zukor Sitting In on Talks For 
Dave Selznick to Jom Paramount 


Adolph Zukor, chairman of Par- 
amount and head of production, is 
taking a hand in the company’s talks 
with David Selznick, on a possible 
deal for the latter to connect with 
Par. Zukor only recently returned 
from abroad, but left for Hollywood 
yesterday (Tues.). Whatever deal the 
firm makes with Selznick is calculat- 
ed to be subject to Zukor’s 0.0. and 
okay. 

Just what kind of arrangement is 
being discussed is still one of those 
things. However, it stands to figure 
that since Selznick heads his own 
firm at the present that among the 
conditions of a deal with Par would 
be one whereby Paramount obtains 
control of the Selznick outfit. Terms, 
etc., still in the talking stage. 

Whether it will be a cash deal is 
not known but considered unlikely 
under present conditions. Par once 
having acquired Selznick Interna- 
tional, the producer would line up 
in the firm as an indie producer or 
studio executive on the firm’s pay- 
roll. Naturally, if not a cash deal, 
Selznick and his associates would 
receive stock. Deal could also in- 
volve part cash and part stock. 

Whatever personalities Selznick 
has under contract would come in 
under special provisions. 

Russell Birdwell, director of ad- 
vertising and publicity for Selznick, 
is in New York, and the expecta- 
tions appear to be that he will re- 
main east until Selznick concludes 
his releasing future, one way or an- 
other. 


SALT LAKE TO RIVAL 
SUN VALLEY RESORT 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 19. 

Salt Lake City promoters, aided 
by local and out-of-town angels, are 
angling for a number of the Holly- 
‘wood &lm mob to sink between $100,- 
000 to $250,000 for a $500,000 winter 
spa in a canyon about 40 miles from 
Salt Lake City. 

Site of the proposed Utah St. 
Moritz is original location considered 
by Union Pacific railroad officials 
prior to construction of Sun Valley 
lodge’ near Ketchum, Idaho. 

Utah chambers of commerce are 
backing movement and state au- 
thorities are in accord with proposi- 
tion, Preliminary plans call for 
erection of a 500-room lodge, amuse- 
ment center and shops. 


Goldwyn Will Wait 


Round for ‘Hurricane | 

















Sam Goldwyn, due in New York 
tomorrow (Thurs.), will remain un- 
til ‘Hurricane’ has its $2 opening at 
the Astor, the first Goldwyn road- 
show picture in four years. Tenta- 
tive date set is Nov. 9. 

Walter Wanger and David O. Selz- 
nick are remaining on, also. 


Flock of Pix People 
Sail Today From Abroad | 


Number of film and_ theatrical | 
Personalities due in on_ the lle | 
de France which sails from Lon- 
don today (Wednescay). 

William Powell, Madeleine Car- 
roll, Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign 
chief, King Vidor, Sam E. Morris, 
Warner Bros. v-p and Alexander 
Korda and Murray Silverstone of 
UA’s British interests. Also aboard 
are Erik Charrell, legiter and Mar- 
Jorie Lawrence. 











Taurog’s Durbin Pic 


: Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Norman Taurog will direct Deanna 
Durbin in ‘Mad About Music’ at 
Universal, 

_Taurog is second choice for the 
chair, being brought in when Irving | 
Cummings passed up the assignment | 
when complications developed. 











FRANK ORSATTI TALKS 
DEAL WITH PARISIAN 


Frank Orsatti, Hollywood agent, 
may align with Irvin Marks, Paris 
play and talent broker, both now in 
New York, on an international script 
deal with an eye to films. Orsatti, 
who has already agented a flock of 
operettas, chiefly for sale to Metro 
(Macdonald-Eddy-Jones vehicles, for 
future), is figuring on picking up a 
lot of works from Continental 
authors. 

Marks and other European sources 
may be his contacts. 


Metro’s Chi Opera 
Recruits Keynote 


Today’s Pix Needs 


Placing under option of Lillian 
Michuda, 18-year-old lyric soprano, 
and Kenneth Stevens, 25-year-old 
baritone, both of Chicago, by Metro 
this week brought to light the cur- 
rent campaign of major company 
eastern talent departments for likely 
singers capable of selling both popu- 
lar and operatic numbers. Coast 
studios want voices with operatic 
qualities plus ability to put over 
both popular and opera tunes along 
with the usual pictorial requisites 
and youth. It’s a tough order to fill, 
so eastern talent boys find. Concert 
artists, with the old-fashioned con- 
cert approach to songs, are dead 
ducks as far as most picture firms 
are concerned. All the producers 
want nowadays is the operatic vocal 
chords plus the modern approach, 
and youth. 

Miss Michuda makes her debut 
this fall with the Chicago Opera Co. 
in ‘Boris Godunoff,’ as the youngest 
singer with the company. Following 
the first opera she will be brought 
to N. Y. for a test under the direc- 
tion of Al Altman, Met. talent execu- 
tive. Baritone Stevens will be 
screen-tested early in November. 
Both balladers are being managed 
by Clarence Shapiro, of Chicago, 


Par Borrows Ameche, 
Gives Scott in Return 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Don Ameche moves over to Para- 
mount on a loanout from 20th-Fox 
to be co-featured with Dorothy La- 
mour in ‘Ensenada,’ produced by 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. Scheduled 
starting date is Jan. 1. 

In return for Ameche, Paramount 
lends Randolph Scott to 20th-Fox 
for a forthcoming film. 


DR. BING CROSBY 


Gonzaga U's Honor—N. W. Allied 
Conv. Tying In 


























Seattle, Oct. 19. 

Convention of Allied Motion Pic- 
ture Owners of the Northwest sched- 
uled to open here Sunday. Mary 
Carlisle will be honor guest at ban- 
quet, and a ball Monday night will 
have Governor Martin ieading the 
grand march. Bing Crosby and Bob 
Burns, who will be in the N. W. at 
same time, also expected to attend. 

Crosby will have his Kraft Music 
Hall orchestra and show at Spokane 
to broadcast from Armory there at 
$3 per in the 5,000-seater, proceeds 
to be donated to his alma mater, 
Gonzaga. College will confer a doc- 
tor’s honorary degree on the crooner 
next Thursday. 

Spokane will honor him also at a 
banquet, and he and Bob Burns will 
be on the stage at the Fox, Spokane, 
to pick boy and girl winners in a 
talent contest conducted in all Ham- 
rick-Evergreen theatres in N. W. 

Winners will be taken to Holly- 
wood at Crosby’s expense for screen 


| tests by Paramount. 











SAPOLIOED PIX 
CLEAN AT SOURCE 


But Some of the Bluenosers 
Are So Nosey It’s Getting 
Ridiculous—Look for | 
Trouble Where It Ain’t— 
Then There Are Sundry 
Other Silly, Unofficial but 
Very Much Respected 
Embargoes Because of 
Foreign Nationalistic Sen- 
sitivities 


HOLLYWOOD IRKED 





By FRANK SCULLY 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Schemes to censor the censors are 
marking up tablecloths in restau- 
rants remote from studio traffic 
these days. The censor situash is 
getting so ridic that more time and 
money is spent in this negative end 
of the biz on some productions than 
is spent on making the pix them- 
selves, 


Latest jam took a picture that had 
been cleaned up enough to get the 
okay of every censorial board in the 
country, except one, and that one 
wasn’t considered important since 
the picture had already passed the 
Canadian censors—generally con- 
ceded to be the toughest on earth. 


Then to the surprise of the pro- 
ducers the remaining censorial out- 
fit said no dice. Quizzed as to how 
come no dice, producers were told 
that a scene they had cut had to be 
restored because by cutting it people 
got the idea that the characters had 
done wrongly. 

‘It doesn’t show them doing any- 
thing of the sort,’ countered the pro- 
ducers. 

‘We know what people do,’ cracked 
the censors, 

‘But we don’t show what people 
do,’ insisted the producers. 

‘No, but you would if you dared,’ 
hinted the censors. 

‘But we don’t!’ cried the producers. 

‘We want to see what you cut out 
of this picture,’ the smuticians de- 
manded, 

The producers produced the cut. 
It was a simple little scene showing 
a peasant woman picking up some- 
thing she had sold to the lead and 
he, in his anger, had thrown away. 
The peasant had picked it up, 
brushed it off and put it back in the 
basket for re-sale. 

The director had heard the scene 
get laughs on two sneaks and not 
wanting laughs there because it 
yanked attention away from the 
main theme he ordered the scene cut 
when the flowers were thrown away. 

Even after seeing what was out 
the censors weren't satisfied. In 
fact they were sore. They were sure 
it was a sexy scene that had been 
snipped, So to pay the director off 
for having nothing up his sleeve they 
insisted the scene be restored. Nega- 
tive had to be shipped back from 
New York to the Coast and ripped 
apart, music rescored and extra coin 
spent to satisfy the caprices of a lot 
of old ladies who presumably were 
representing the taste of millions. 

Another recent ganging up was 
even sillier. Before picture had 
even gone into production a story 
zot out that it was already showing 
in the nabes. 

Studio in question began buckling 
under a barrage of postcards from 
Baltimore saying that the sender 
having seen the picture wanted it 
withdrawn or he would patronize no 
more of the company’s product. 
Hundreds of the postcards were 





written obviously by kids, and to 
order. Odd fact was that many be- 
fore mailing them postscripted a re- | 
quest for an autographed still of the | 
star about to be proscribed. 

All the various national peeves | 
against pictures are old stuff to the | 
studios by now. They can't make | 

(Continued on page 24) 


MG Makes Peace with Freddie, Back On 


Payroll at $2,000 Wk.; Mayer Tips Plans 





Once to Every Man 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


Wesley Ruggles and Claude 
Binyon, called in by Par execs 
to discuss certain scenes of True 
Confession,’ which execs feared 
might be censored, took all 
they could take of this sort of 
producer-phobia and then Rug- 
gles got up and walked. 


‘Come on, Claude, let’s get 
back to work. This is a silly 
waste of time,’ cracked Ruggles 
en passant. 

Binyon got up to follow his 
director. 


‘Binyon,’ yelled John Ham- 
mel, studio exec in charge of 
censorship, ‘if you walk out 
that door you'll never get an- 
other job in a major studio.’ 

Binyon stood at the door and 
grinned, ‘I’ve already worked 
at Major, and once is plenty.’ 
Then he followed Ruggles back 
to the set. 

The execs threw up their 
hands, laughed and called it a 
day. ; - 


JOAN BENNETT 
CLICKING IN 
HUB LEGIT 


Boston, Oct. 19. 

Opening against Maurice Evans in 
‘Richard II,’ Joan Bennett drew a 
full house here Monday night (18) 
in her preem performance of ‘Stage 
Door,’ succeeding Margaret Sullavan 
in the starring role. Her audience 
was pleased with her first leyit ap- 
pearance in 10 years and called her 
back several times in vain for a cur- 
tain speech. 

She did not really get a firm 
grasp on her character until the 
second act, but from then on she 
gave a creditable performance that 
was more than a personal appear- 
ance by a film star. After the first 
act Miss Bennett corrected an an- 
noying fault of smothering ends of 
lines, and she improved splendidly 
as tonight’s performance progressed, 
indicating that subsequent audiences 
will take home even more of her 
character, 

Walter Wanger was among the 
small Hollywood contingent present. 


Cowdin Rashes East, 
U Board Meet Hectic 


Monday’s (18) board session at 
Universal, attended by J. Cheever 
Cowdin, was hectic. He came to 
N. Y. over the weekend on a hurried 
visit from the Coast. 

Indications are that Cowdin and 
Charles R. Rogers, who had been at 
swords’ point a few weeks ago, are 
now very friendly, and that if there 
is friction it comes from another 
source. 




















Today’s Best Bet 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Sir Cecil Hardwicke is considered 
the leading candidate for the fea- 
tured role opposite Norma Shearer 
in Metro’s ‘Marie Antoinette.’ 
Several other players have been 
tested. 


FADEOUT: 7 YEARS LATER 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Seven years ago Edgar Allen Woolf 
joined the Metro writing siaff and 
drew ‘Tish’ as his first assignment. 
Last week he was put on the yarn 
again. 














It passed through many hands up| 


to time of the death of Marie Dres- 
sler, for whom it was intended, 





Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Out-of-court settlement ended the 
controversy between Metro § and 
Freddie Bartholomew last week, 
with the British moppet accepting a 
salary of $2,000 weekly as the start 
of a seven-year optioned ticket in- 
stead of the $1,100 a week he had 
been receiving under’ voluntary 
raises granted by the studio. Settle- 
ment also provides for six weeks of 
personals at $3,000 a week. Also ‘$1 
a week spending money’ for the 
youngster. 

Settlement was high-lighted by the 
almost unprecedented appearance of 
Louis B. Mayer, Metro production 
chief, before Superior Judge Clem- 
ent Shinn in Los Angeles in Metro’s 
plea to have made permanent an in- 
junction granted the studio to pre- 
vent Freddie from seeking work 
elsewhere. 

Indications were that Metro will 
promptly cast Bartholomew in ‘Kim,’ 
to be made from the Rudyard Kip- 
ling story. Mayer incidentally tes- 
tified that the studio plans to cx- 
pend $2,500,000 on the picture with 
Robert Taylor in a leading role, a 
fact not hitherto divulged. 

Mayer told the court under ques- 
tioning by William H. Neblett, 
counsel for Freddie and his aunt, Myl- 
licent Bartholomew, that the studio 
would not put out $2,500,000 on a 
film that had only Freddie for a 
name draw. 

Neblett then tried to bring out 
that ‘Captains Courageous,’ the Jast 
Ba~tholomew film before he left the 
studio, had proved a record draw. 
Mayer disputed this, saying that it 
had been outdrawn by ‘After the 
Thin Man,’ ‘Maytime’ and ‘The Good 
Earth.’ Mayer also indicated that 
‘Kim’ will not be made until next 
summer when weather conditions 
will be propitious. 

At the conclusion of the morning 
court session, Mayer returned to the 
Culver City studio and arranged for 
an around-the-table conference 
which lasted until late in the day, 
with all the »rincipals and their at- 
torneys participating. Mayer led the 
discussions that resulted in an 
amicable settlement. Exact terms 
were not disclosed, nor were the 
terms of the optional periods for 
Freddie or the coin to be dragged 
down by Miss Bartholomew as his 
manager and supervisor of his edu- 
cation. 


MEYER LEAVES U, 
MAKING NEW TIEUP 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Fred S. Meyer has checked out of 
Universal upon completion of his 
contract as a studio executive. 
He has pulled out for New York 
and may announce a new studio 
connection soon. 


Lesser Prod. in High 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Sol Lesser has three pictures in 
production for Principal this week 
with a fourth to roll before any of 
the trio is completed, a new produc- 
tion record for the company. 

Those now shooting are ‘Tarzan’s 
Revenge,’ ‘Hawaiian Buckaroo’ and 
‘Hawaii Calls,’ with the fourth 
coming up, ‘Monster Men,’ original 
by Edgar Rice Burroughs. 




















20th Pacts Chandler 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Twentieth-Fox gave Chick Chand. 
ler termer. 
He has worked on eight pictures 
in the last six months on the lot. 





GOLDWYN’S ‘DUCHESS’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Sam Goldwyn has assigned Joe 


Bigelow to screen play ‘Duchess of 
Broadway.’ 
Production set for first of the year. 
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Lefty Has His Own Opinions About | 
That Louse of An Exchange Manager 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Oct. 19. 
Dear Joe: 

If it isn’t one thing in this picture business it’s visa versa. I guess the 
branch managers of the exchange stay up nights to figure out some new 
angles to worry us exhibitors. For instance, there’s a nice little guy by 
the name of Joe Blotz that worked in the billing room of the exchange I 
do business with. Well, he’s a pretty popular guy with all the exhibitors 
because he was one guy in the exchange you could shake hands with and 
didn’t have to count your fingers. 

The exchange manager figures Joe is such a popular guy he takes him 
outta the billing room and makes him a spool salesman. Then they start 
a campaign for a Joe Blotz Week. First they sent me a letter telling me 
about my pal Joe Blotz’s promotion and knowing how much I like him I 
should make the Joe Blotz Week the biggest week in the history of the 
film business. ‘Go the limit for good old Joe Blotz.’ Then they sent me 
handkerchiefs, banners, paper hats, blotters and matchboxes, all with Joe 
Blotz’s name on ’em. They had his name on all the stationary in big red 
letters—Joe Blotz Week. I even got wires saying, ‘Help make Joe Blotz 
Week the biggest week of the year.” 

Well, here I am booked up with enough lousy product to bankrupt two 
houses and they want me to go further. Aggie sed, ‘If they want Joe Blotz 
Week to be the biggest in the year they should give him an extra day; 
which ain’t a bad crack when you think it over. 

Well, I figure Blotz is a nice guy and I should do something to help him, | 
so I order four one-sheets which I really don’t need. In a way I hope he 
don’t make a success because he’s a nice guy and if he makes good he may 
turn out to be a louse and they’ll make him a branch manager. 

I find that the one-sheets and pictures in the lobby turn away business 
instead of bringing it in. I set myself back 10 bucks for a big enlargement 
of Mickey Mouse and stuck it in the lobby. Well along comes a little 
stale-looking guy with his kid and pointing to the Mickey Mouse picture 
he sez, ‘I told you I'd take you down and show you the Mickey Mouse 
_picture, there it is... So when I hears him tell the kid that I sez, ‘We’re 
running the Mickey Mouse picture inside,’ and he sez, ‘The kid.is too 
young to see it, just looking at the big picture will satisfy him.’ 

Aggie gives him one of her ‘small billing’ looks and sez, ‘I bet you kiss 
your kid every time he finishes an ice cream cone.’ Well, it’s too swift 
for the guy so he just lets it go by. It’s these kinda things that makes us 
theatre owners wanna throw up the whole business and if I could get a 
chump that would catch it, I would. 

We figure our dancing school will take us outta the red because we got 
more pupils this season than last season. I gotta give Vic credit for bring- 
ing the younger set in, you know the 16 and 17-year-old kids. He tells 
*em that when he finishes with them they will be set for the ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies,’ Caroll’s ‘Vanities’ and White’s ‘Scandals.’ I told him not to mis- 
represent like that, just to say “The Follies’ and pictures. I caught him 
giving private lessons to some of the prettier gals and I had to call him 
‘own—you know you gotta be careful in these small towns. Me and Aggie 
have a good rep here and you know with these young guys inclination is 
sometasues too strong for reason. [I heard a Judge say that once.] 

Theres a County Fair running a few miles from us and that’s hurting 
business too. Aggie entered some of her home-made jam and it got first 
prize. I hung the ribbon up in the lobby and when all of the women of 
the town asked Aggie for the recipe she told them she will give a lecture 
on jam making on Saturday matinee, which shows Aggie is a good show- 
man herself. Aggie feels kinda foolish about the whole thing because 
when she got home she found out the jar she entered at the Fair was some 
jam she bought a long time ago and the label fell off and she thought it 
was hers. We were gonna bring the ribbon back but we figured there 
was no use making suckers outta the judges and anyway, if you ask me, 
Aggie’s jam is better than the one that got the prize. 

That’s about all the grief I can spill your way. Give our best to the 
boys back there; winter will soon be here and it'll be time to get the moth- 
ball smell off the pawn tickets for the shiver sheet. Sez 


Your pal, 
Lefty. 
P. S—Jane West sez, ‘A turkish rug is only a piece of linoleum that 
hasn't shaved.’ ; 


2 PATHE NEWSREELERS | Loew’s Regular Divvy; 
Lichtman Made Director 








- PLANE CRASH VICTIMS 


William Pitt, news editor, and 
James Pergola, veteran cameraman, 
of Pathe newsreel, were killed 
when a deluxe United Air Liner 
crashed Sunday (17) night south- 
west of Evanston, Wyo. Pergola 
was on the ship to gather material 
for a brief feature on luxury air- 
plane travel to be incorporated in 
‘Pathe Parade’ subject while Pitt 
was along on the first lap of a 
swinging tour of Pathe bureaus. 


Pitt had been named news editor 
when there was a general shakeup 
at Pathe News several months ago, 
supplanting Claude Collins. He left 
Carl Byoir & Associates to go with 
Pathe. With that company, his pic- 
ture activity consisted of publiciz- 
ing the Miami Biltmore hotel, 
where each winter he _ contacted 
newsreel crews for shots. Pitt had 
been previously with Pathe, but had 
resigned to go with Byoir. 

Pergola won his laurels with 
Pathe through his coverage of the 
1933 Cuban revolution. He went 
with Pathe newsreel in 1918 but 
did not become a_ full-fledged 
cameraman until 1924. 

Both Pitt and Pergola had planned 
to leave Saturday (16) night on the 
plane that got through to the Coast 
safely but were forced to delay 


their departure until Sunday morn- | 


ing because no seats were avail- 
able. Their ill-fated plane left N. 
Y. Sunday morning at 8 o’clock. 


Both men just missed not being 
insured against just such a crash 
by the narrowest of margins. They 
were at the airport and about to 
board the plane at 7:55 when they 
recalled that they’ had not given 





Al Lichtman was named a director 
of Loew’s, Inc., to succeed the late 
Thomas Nelson Perkins, and regular 
quarterly dividend on the preferred 
stock was declared at Loew’s direc- 
tors’ meeting last Thursday (14). 
Preferred divvy of $1.62'42 maintains 
annual $6.50 rate, being payable 
| Nov. 15 to stock of record, Oct. 29. 


Action on the common had been 
looked for in Wall Street at the 
same meeting although it was not 
essential to vote even the regular 
divvy until the next meeting, prob- 
ably scheduled for mid-November. 
Next regular common distribution 
does not have to be set until next 
month because it is payable Dec. 30, 
preferred dividend payment date 
being. a month earlier each year. 
| However, with a highly favorable 
; annual statement for the past fiscal 
|year due out soon and any bullish 
| action such as regular payment and 
| possible extra welcome just now to 
| bolster sentiment, the street had 
| hoped for action on the common this 
month, 


Regular dividend of 6834 cents has 
been declared by Columbia Pictures 
|on its preferred stock, payable Nov. 
|15 to stock on record Nov. 3. This 
} action maintains the annual rate of 
| $2.75 on this issue. 








|the usual insurance notification. 
| Pathe News carries $10,000 blanket 
insurance for company members on 
‘airplane flights but it is necessary 
|to notify the insurance company of 
| any flight in order to place the in- 
| surance in effect. They phoned the 
| Pathe office which covered them on 
the insurance in time. 


WILBY HUDDLING N. Y. 
ON A NEW PAR DEAL 


R. B. Wilby (Kincey-Wilby inter- 
ests in the south) arrived in New 
York yesterday (Tues.) to confer 
with Y. Frank Freeman, v. p. in 
charge of operations for Paramount, 
on a new five-year contract. 

The old K-W deal with Par ex- 
pired July 1, but due to delays Par 
and KW have been able to complete 
negotiations on a new agreement. | 


NON-PRO RODEO 


CLICKS WITH 
PIXITES 


' 











Victorville, Calif., Oct. 19. 

This hideaway on the Mojave had 
its privacy thrown so high, wide and 
handsome over the weekend that 
everything from Brahma bulls to} 
prairie dogs are still reeling from the 
effects of playing straight for Holly- 
wood celebs and working .cowboys. 
Town’s annual non-pro rodeo, the 
only one in the world confined to 
working cowhands, turned 6,000 
away Sunday, and old hands at 
counting grosses tore their hair out 
at the sight of all that dough going 
to waste. 

For six weeks Postmaster Cal 
Godshall, who owns the Ihmsen 
Ranch, had been looking at the sky 
every hour, worrying as to what the 
weather would be on Oct. 16-17 and 
even after he was sold out the week 
before the show he was still worry- 
ing about the weather. Just an old 
non-pro. 

Then four dsys before the opening 
he began worrying about accommo- 
dations. Two rooms were left in one 
hotel. The ranches 10 miles out 
were already using the pumphouse 
for bunking latecomers. The hotel 
with only two rooms left sniffed a 
city setup and went the city way. 
It priced the beds at $10 a bed. 

Postmaster Cal was all for calling 
the sheriffs. He has three on his 
honorary committee. Such a stick- 
up would ruin Victorville’s rep for 
honest dealing, he screamed to high 
heaven. This was a non-pro show. 
Chiselers had better restrain them- 
selves or they’d be deported to Palm 
Springs for the winter where it 
wouldn’t be noticed. 

Before he could call the sheriffs 
into session his aides were asking 
him what they should do about the 
entries. It seems that cowboys as 
far east as Wyoming had moved in 
and even if the events ran from sun- 
rise to sundown they’d never get 
through in the two days. 

‘Okay,’ order Cal while selling a 
3c stamp, ‘use Friday for the pre- 
preliminaries. 

‘But we got the dinner for the an- 
nual convention of the peace officers 
of San Bernardino county,’ reminded 
his aides. 

‘Shift that to supper time,’ said 
Cal. 

‘But Frank Scully is your guest of 
honor and his doctor has said nix 
on the night stuff.’ 

‘Obey orders or don’t bring up 
problems,’ snapped Cal, the first snap 
he has been known to make in his- 
tory. 

‘Those pictures,’ said another mem- 
ber of Cal’s committee. 

‘What pictures?’ 

‘Those pictures you made of all 
the members of your honorary com- 
mittee riding bucking horses, 
Brahma bulls, bulldogging.’ 

‘What about them?’ 

Phoney Cowhands 

‘CIO guys say the one of Wallace 
Beery bulldogging a steer is a 
phoney. They say the one of 


'of Tammy Kelly, the Tom Sawyer of 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The New York State Mayors’ Conference has called attention of 
municipalities throughout the state to the plan, originated in the middle 
west, of requiring nearby parking space when a permit is issued for 
the construction of a theatre. Cortland is the first city in New York 
State to adopt such a provision, William H. Capes, executive secretary 
of the Mayors’ Conference, and writer of the letter passing along the 
idea to city fathers, spoke favorably of it as a means of relieving traffic 
congestion. He termed the latter ‘one of the headaches of municipal 
officials.” Theatre managers, while admitting the plan is a good one, 
expressed the opinion that in a city business section, the high cost of 
real property might make it impractical. 

Russell Birdwell, Selznick 
chief, has concluded an arrangement 
of Tom Sawyer wearing apparel, whereby 
$925,600 worth of nromction at n> « seii on ‘The Aaventures of 
Tom Sawyer.’ Company has around 7,500 dealers and will take full 
page ads in several topclass magazines; also will promote a $200,000 news. 
paper campaign among its dealers. Publicity blasts are scheduled to 
break nationally when the picture is released, with 500,000 photographs 
the film, being distributed 
book featuring the 


International advertising and 
with the Elder Mfg. Co., makers 
S-I will be handed around 


publicity 


along 


with 200,000 copies of a 24-page promotion Kelly 


| moppet, 


Gag of including themselves in newsveel shots of the Sino-Jap war to 
guarantee the authenticity of the pix has been taken up even by the 
Japanese cameramen. Pathe is releasing the Jap films, which are obtained 
from a Tokyo service. 

For the last several weeks Arthur Menken, for Par; George Krainukov 


and Howard Winner, for Universal: Eric Mayell and Bonney Powell, for 
Fox, and ‘Newsreel’ Wong, for Metro, have been getting into their own 
reels. Men from the various compenies cooperate in the stunt. When 


working a scene the photogs exchange cameras to take shots of each other, 
Then each is included in his own reel. 

With each year showing an increase in the number of court decisions 
vitally affecting the industry, Herbert Silverberg, industry attorney for 
many years, is preparing to compile all decisions of the trade and analyze 
them as a service to attorneys as well as others. This compilation and 
review, covering the 1935 year in the courts, will become available 
Jan. 1, next. 

An attorney for the Motion Picture Producers & Distributors of America 
up to a few years back, Silverberg continues to represent most all of the 
distributors individually in the Buffalo zone. 





Courtroom scene in ‘4 Fathers’ (20th), forthcoming release, includes bit 
of ventriloquism by the Hartmans. Audiences will think the ventriloquism 
is done by Paul Hartman, when actually it is Grace Hartman who does 
the voice-tossing. Double was used for his voice. Her ventriloquism has 
been part of their comedy dance act for years. Paul is not a ventriloquist. 
Hartmans open at the Sert room of the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., tomorrow 


(Thursday) night. 


Metro and 20th-Fox are taking advantage of renewed activity at the 
Santa Anita racetrack to shoot location footage of their bangtail films now 
in production. Metro sent its company making “Thoroughbreds Don't Cry’ 
to the track and 20th comes along this week with the outfit making the 
Jane Withers starrer, ‘Checkers.’ Companies with turf stories on schedule 
waited until the late autumn breakout of activities at the track to move 
their camera crews in. 

The Metropolitan opera house, Minneapolis, is being razed to make 
room for a parking lot. It was in this house in 1902 that Jake Wilk, 
Warner Bros. story head, and Bernard S. Harris both started as ushers. 
Wilk is still in show biz, of course, but Harris, who became a builder 
and house-wrecker from his ushering days, drew the unusual assign- 
ment of wrecking the theatre where he got his start. 





Picture review-of ‘The Girl Said No,’ which appeared in the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune (18) signed by Joseph Barnes, caused some surprise. 
Mistake was made in the composing room. Joe Barnes is the Moscow 
correspondent of the Herald Tribune, and a brother of Howard Barnes, 
regular film crick for the Trib. 





there for laughs and anybody not! that everybody but Cal made money 
liking them can go back to the/on the show. So for him, anyway, 
country I came from.’ | the Victorville Rodeo is the only 

‘The Sante Fe said no dice,’ tossed | 20n-professional rodeo in the world, 
in another of Cal’s committee, figur-|@md he’s such a non-pro that in a 





Groucho Marx taking a pratifall is 
okay, but they think the others are | 
phoney, even the one of Scully rid- | 
ing a broncho and smoking a cigar. | 
They say Scully had his leg boven | 
off riding a Brahma bull seven years | 
ago and hasn't been in a saddle since. | 
In fact they say all your stills are | 
phoneys—-Jack Benny, Walter Abel, | 
Irving S. Cobb, Harry Carey, Rex 
Bell, Bing Crosby, Bill Fields, Andy | 
Devine, Clark Gable, Fred Keating, | 
J. P. McEvoy, George O’Brien, Jim | 
Tully, Fred Stone and most of all 
Edward Everett Horton. They say | 
bronchos would bite themselves and} 
die like rattlesnakes if Horton ever | 
mounted them.’ 

‘Oh, so they think I faked the pic- 
tures?’ said Cal still holding on to 








his snap. ‘They don’t think that 
rogues gallery is the real McCoy? 
Okay, I faked them. They're up 


ing the rodeo had more important 
things to worry about than pictures. 
‘No dice about what?’ 


‘That idea of yours of running 
Pullmans up to Victorville and 
dropping them on a siding to accom- 
modate the overflow.’ 

‘Oh, so now the Sante Fe doesn’t 
want to make money at our ex- 
pense? They’d rather the hotels gyp 
ovr visitors? Okay, after this when 
I-want a train ride I'll hitch-hike.’ 


His committee said there was no, 
reason for getting sore at the rail-| 
they donated the | 


road. After all, 
park for the rodeo at $1 a year and 
if they wanted their Pullman cars 
to carry Pullman passengers instead 
of bunking cowboys on a siding, it 


was a free country and they should | 


be allowed to use their sleepers as 
they saw fit. Besides they might get 
in a jam with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission if they started 
shortchanging on_ transcontinental 


; sleepers in order to accommodate a 


whistle-stop rodeo. 

So Cal said okay, okay to that and 
got on with the main event and 
when he found he had 11,000 reser- 
vations for Sunday and only 6.000 
seats, 


they couldn’t make the 100 mile hop 
from Hollywood to Victorville and 
get back in time to say, ‘Yes, Mr. 
Zanuck’ on Monday, he blew his 
topper, stamped on his brand new 
$26 10-gallon black Stetson and tore 
his gabardine shirt. 


‘Why don’t somebody tell me these 
things,’ he screamed. The 
reached Hollywood, and Allen 
though he was working on his air 
routine again. 

In the end it all worked out so 


even with Walter Winchell , 
and Fred Allen cancelling because | 


echo | 


milking contest where two cowboys 
chase a wild cow, rope her and then 
one dismounts and milks her, Cal 
got that far before he saw that the 
cow was a steer, A steer is a bull 
that’s no longer a bull, and in any 
case no milker. Everybody laughed 
but the prez and gen. mgr. of the 
| Victorville Rodeo. Cal is the prez 
and gen. mgr. of the rodeo. 

All the eminent honorary com- 
mitteemen who had built up last 
| year’s show so well they couldn't get 
in themselves and had to be content 
with hearing the results over the 
loudspeaker while parked in a beer- 
joint did better this year. They came 
up Saturday on learning ‘Life’ was 
going to do one of those Life-Goes- 
To-A-Party things. 

Scully got in on some of this 
‘reading from left to right.’ It 
seems the rodeo was dedicated to 
him on account he has been plug- 
ging it for four years and never 
mude any money out of it either. 
He’s the other non-pro. 

The pros, from _hotel-keepers, 
dude-ranehers down to medal- 
makers, cleaned up $68,000 on the 
show. They’re all in favor of keep- 
ing it strictly amateur. 








STEN’S GN PAIR 
Hollywood, Oct. 19 
Initial Anna Sten starrer [or 
Grand National will be released with 
the tag, ‘Love Me Again,’ as 0OFig- 
inally announced. Second Sien 
pic, changed from ‘With Pleasure. 
Madame,’ to ‘Don’t Leave With Your 
Heart,’ goes into production im- 
| mediately after with Victor Schert- 
zinzer doing tunes for both. 
| Dr. Eugen Fr-nr're produces the 
i second film. 
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16-MM. FILMS’ B 


Warner, Griffis, Hammons on Comm. 
To Report School Films’ Findings 


A report on exhaustive study of 
the possibilities for visual education 
by a committee on 16 mm. film for 
school purposes, consisting of Harry 
M. Warner, Stanton L. Griffis and 
E. W. Hammons, will probably be 
made to the Motion Picture Produc- 
ers and Distribtors of America at its 
next quarterly board meeting in De- 
cember. Following a_ postponed 


stockholders meeting of Educational 
Pictures during the past week, Ham- 
mons declared that leading educa- 
tors had already reported on a four 
months’ review of pictures of 


MPPDA members to determine the | 


number of pictures in existence to- 
day that are suitable for educational 
purposes. Findings were that a total 
of 849 pictures reviewed were okay 
for schools without alteration. This 
figure will do dotibt be included in 
the report of Hammons, Warner and 
Griffis. Last mentioned is chairman 
of the executive committee of Para- 
mount. 

Hammons also revealed that of the 
278,000 schools in the country a total 
of around 100,000 are equipped to 
show film and that another 10,000 
or more will order equipment as 
soon as films are made available. 
Projectors and other necessary appa- 
ratus can now be obtained for $700, 
putting equipment within the reach 
of smaller educational institutions. 
Declaring visual education will rep- 
resent a vast field when opened up, 
Hammons says he will not be sur- 
prised if it eventually becomes big- 
ger in revenue to the producer than 
the box office. 

Reclassification of Educational 
stock and a refinancing plan to fur- 
nish Hammons with fresh money is 
desired not for the continuance of 
present operations, but largely with 
a view to expanding into the 16 mm. 
field for schools. A _ preliminary 
agreement is being drawn up with a 
large banking house downtown, un- 
named, pending a change in mar- 
ket conditions, Hammons declaring 
there had been delay due to the 
upset state of affairs in Wall street 
and new issues, his own as well as 


others, are being held up due to that. 


Educational showed a profit for 
the year ended June 26, last, of 
$168,056 and played over 9,000 ac- 
counts, which partly attests to the 
sales attention and pressure given 
the company’s sherts by 20th-Fox. 
Contract with that major, through 
which Educ. releases, up at the end 
of the current (1937-38) season, is 
expected to be renewed but has 
been delayed due to illness of S. R. 
Kent. At the present time, Ham- 
mons states the shorts are selling 
ahead of last year. During the com- 
ing year Hammons may also pro- 
duce six five-reel comedies for an 
unnamed major company which has 
made him an offer under which 
negative cost is returned on delivery 
of pictures. New financing, in ad- 
dition to expansion into the school 
field, is also to be used to turn out 
these six short-length features as 
well as to retire small bank loans 
on which the interest is high. 

Not having a quorum of stock rep- 
resented in person or by proxy, the 
annual Educ stockholders meeting 
Friday (15) was postponed until Oct. 
29 to enable Educ to send out new 
notices urging a vote of stock. About 
two-thirds of the old preferred has 

€n converted into common under 
the reclassification plan and thus far 
there has been no objections to this 
or refinancing. Around 78% of the 
Preferred and 90% of the common 
voted in favor of the reclassification 
and while three weeks were per- 
we in which to present objec- 
10NS, none was forthcoming. 





CRIME WAVE STARTS 

. Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
=o placed ‘Arsene Lupin’ be- 
>a the cameras yesterday, Mon- 
ay, Richard Thorpe directing and 


Me 
fore 


John W. Considine, Jr., producing. 
eee toppers include Melvyn 
ouglas, Warren William and 


Florence Rice. 


+ 





U. S. CHECKING OAKLEYS 


Revenue Sleuths 0O.0O.ing Picture 
House Pass-ins 








New drive to collect taxes on the- 
atre passes was reported being 
waged this week in New York by 
Internal Revenue Dept. operatives. 
Several film house managers were 
told that the issuance of tax-free 
Oakleys, except to bona fide news- 
papermen and theatre employees, 
would have to stop. Sleuths were 
said to be o.0.ing pass-ins at the 
gate, with the idea of making ar- 
| rests if necessary. 
| Reported that at least one pinch 
was made, but that could not be 
verified. Manager of one house con- 
firmed the fact that he’d been car- 
peted and given an or-else workout. 
Understood several other houses 
were risking no Brodies and were 
collecting the tax rap on all but ac- 
tual working press ducats. Legit, ap- 
parently not included in the look- 
over, is continuing as was. 


HAYS REPORT 
ON EDUC. PIX 


Results of four months spent ex- 
amining and appraising non-current 
short features were reported by the 
Advisory Committee on Use of 
Motion Pictures in Education to the 
Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors directorate at the quarterly 
meeting last Thursday (14), with no 
action taken. Picture vaults were 
described as mines of educational 
gold by the committee of eight. 

Willingness of the educator’s com- 
mittee to go forward with the tenta- 
tively outlined program were ex- 
pressed in the statement that ‘if edu- 
cation is to be adequate for future 
needs ... it must avail itself of 
every modern device for teaching. 
The motion picture is destined to 
take its place beside the text book, 
the laboratory and workshop as a 
factor of major significance in edu- 
cation.” 

Committee reported as having ap- 
praised 1,595 oldie pictures, of which 
849 were rated acceptable for school 
usage without change, 234 as ac- 
cevtable with minor alterations and 
478 as containing usable elements. 

Will Hays thanked the committee 
for its work and said that the 
MPPDA had pursued the develop- 
ment of classroom usefulness of pic- 
tures since the association was 
formed. He pointed out that Thomas 
A. Edison's prediction that educators 
would find the motion picture in 
time had been fulfilled by the re- 








port. 
‘It is gratifying that you have 
found such a high percentage of 


pedagogic values in the films ex- 
amined. These values will be de- 
veloped for the classroom in a field 
and with a technique separate from 
the essential service of theatres in 
furnishing wholesome _ entertain- 
ment.’ 

Committee report was on the four 
months of appraisal work done dur- 
ing the summer after Hays secured 
permission of producing companies 
to let educators inspect non-current 
films in company vaults. 

Report was received for further 
study, with likelihood that the com- 
mittee of three on visual education 
from the film industry will actually 
act on it or prepare a report for 
submission to the Hays office. 





Hampton Pic on Paper 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Script of ‘She Shall Have Music,’ 
Hope Hampton starrer at Universal, 
has been completed by Sheridan 
Gibney. 

Writer, on loan from 20th-Fox, has 
returned to his home lot. 
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Schoolrooms Loom as _ the 
Most Potent New Market 
—Plus Also the Constant 
Growth of Commercial 
F ilms—lIndustrial Field 
Has Been Bullish 





10,000 SCHOOL ACCTS. 


Amazing rise of the 16-millimeter 
film field in the past 10 months is 
beginning to attract attention in the 
industry. While the possibility that 
something will be done about audio- 
visual education perhaps has been 
the largest single factor to start the 
narrow-gauge pictures on the up- 
beat, mechanical devclopmenis, 
strides taken in the producing and 
modified progress made in distrib- 
ution fields also have contributed 
heavily to the impetus. 


The 16-mm. equipment manufac- 
ture boys are awaiting some definite 
decision in the next month to see 
what is going to be done on visual 
education films because they are 
hopeful of spotting equipment sales 
with various educational institutions. 
Reason for this anticipation is that 
probably less than one-tenth of po- 
tential scholastic purchasers at the 
present time have any equipment 
whatsoever, it being estimated that 
nearly 10,000 accounts are possible 
in this field. And they have equip- 
ment which they claim will ade- 
quately satisfy needs for a number 
of years, 

While some difficulty in getting 
coin for new 16-mm. equipment 
purchases is anticipated, fact that 
numerous leading school authorities 
are in favor of a certain number of 
educational subjects is considered 
the opening wedge that will swing 
any number of deals, 

But the educational sector alone 
is not where there is increased ac- 
tivity. It embraces the industrial 
area, the non-theatrical section and 
home equipment fans. Some of the 
more optimistic 16-mm. boys believe 
that in time it will encroach on the 
normal 35-mm., theatrical field de- 
pending largely on when producers 

(Continued cn page 21) 








00M DAYS 











Report Mrs. A. M. Palmer 


Resigning Pa. Censors 
Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

It was repor.ed here this week 
that Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, chair- 
man of the Pennsy film censor board, 
would resign shortly to accept an- 
other position in either state or Fed- 
eral government. 

Originally it was said that Gov- 
ernor Earle, a close personal friend, 
was angling to get the vacant third 
assistant postmastership for her. Re- 
turn of Senator Guffey from Europe, 
however, spiked that. Job is for a 
politically valuable man, he decreed. 
Guv now seeking another opening 
for Mrs. Palmer, widow of wartime 
attorney general. 





APPEAL FROM 
PAR DECISH 


Minneapolis, Oct. 19. 

Northwest Allied States and inde- 
pendent exhibitor playdate strikers 
have filed their notice of appeal 
from Federal Judge G. H. Nordbye’s 
decision finding them guilty of con- 
spiracy in restraint of trade against 
Paramount and granting the latter a 
temporary injunction prohibiting 
interference with its business. 

The case now will go to the Federal 
circuit court of appeals where argu- 
ments will be presented by the de- 
fense designed to show that the 
lower court erred. 

The’ individual exhibitor suit 
against Paramount by one of the 
playdate strikers to compel delivery 
of one of the disputed pictures was 
scheduled to be filed this week. 








MACLEAN’S INDIE DEAL 


Douglas MacLean is in New York 
on an indie releasing deal. 

Formerly a producer for Para- 
mount, during the past year he made 





two pictures for Grand National. 





Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Figures compiled by Chicago 
Tribune indicate that summer busi- 
ness increased considerably in towns 
where there was civic showmanship. 

Tabulated by Federal Reserve Dis- 
tricts, which take in a good deal 
more territory than the town itself, 
the department store business rated 
an upping of 9% over 1956. Of the 
10 districts tabulated, Cleveland led 
with an increase of 16%, and Chi- 
cago came second with 12%. In 


! Chicago alone, as differentiated from 


Chicago Federal Reserve District, 
where business held all-summer 
civic show celebrations, also in 
Cleveland with its Great Lakes Ex- 


position, and Chicago with the 
Charter Jubilee, it is pretty well 


accepted that these shows were re- 
sponsible for the increased summer 
business. 


by department store business. How- 
ever, stores are probably the least 
affected since visitors in town leave 
most of their cash in hotels, restau- 
rants and amusement enterprises. 
Information held by Chicago 
Charter Jubilee Committee has a 
statement from T. N. Gretzer, secre- 
tary of National Trailways Bus Co., 





which credits the Chi celebration 
with an increase of 18% in this terri- 


Civic Showmanship Ups All Biz 
Where Such Ballyhoo Is Undertaken 


tory for first six months of 1937. 
One event of the Chicago Charter 
Jubilee, the Carnival of Lakes, drew 
an actual count of 850,000 to the 
lake-front. A count taken of 2,000 
cars in one parking lot on one eve- 
ning showed 290 of them to be from 
out state. No estimate could be given 
of out-of-town cars, since Illinois 
cars could not be identified as to 
Chicago or outside ownership. 
Tribune figures on 10 Federal Re- 
serve Districts show Boston up 4%, 
New York 7%, Philadelphia 6%, 
Richmond, 6%, Atlanta 9%, St. Louis 
11°2, Minneapolis 5%, Kansas City 
5%, Dallas 11%, and San Francisco 


"70 


(le. 





Detroit, Oct. 19. 
Entertainment of all sorts is what 
Michigan needs most to retain its 





Civic showmanship tabulates only | 


| leadership as the nation’s first tourist 
— according to Bruce Anderson, 
new president of the Michigan Tour- 
| ist Assn. Michigan was‘revealed as 
| the top revenue-getting travel state. 
| According t9 figures of American 
| Automobile Assn., Michigan rates at 
top of heap of tourist havens, despite 
California and Florida assertions to 
_the contrary. AAA statistics show 
Michigan clipped tourists for $315,- 
000,000, with California’s $267,111,638 
second, Wisconsin’s $200,000,000 third 
and Florida slightly over $100,000,000. 





MPLS. INDIES 


Authors’ League New Constitutional 
Setup Gives SWG Complete Autonomy 


Change in the constitutional setup 
of the Authors’ League of America 
will probably be made during the 
general membership meetings of the 
League and its subordinate Guilds in 
Amendments to 
the constitutions are up and if passed 
as expected, wilk alter the working 
plan of the League. Changes will 
be toward complete autonomy for 
Screen Writers’ Guild. 

Specifically, the principal amend- 
ment will give the Screen Writers’ 
Guild control of its own funds. While 
the Guild already has autonomy in 
most things, its treasury is handled 
from the League’s western offices in 
California. Transfer of the financial 
control to the Guild proper will com- 
plete the granting of full autonomy. 
On the surface the change will be 
vital, but actually it will be mostly 
a matter of bookkeeping conveni- 
ence. 

What goes for the Guild one way 
will go equally in the opposite way. 
In other words, if the Guild is not 
answerable to any of the other 
groups, it follows that it will be en- 
titled to no say in their affairs, un- 
less the matter is of mutual concern 
to all. All of which may gradually 
tend to split the Authors’ League into 
four distinct bodies. However, with 
writer sympathies generally aligned, 
this is considered remote. 

Action on the constitutional 
changes will probably be taken at 
the annual Authors’ League meeting 
and elections Nov. 10. Dramatists’ 
Guild meeting and election is sked- 
ded for Nov. 9. Authors’ Guild hud- 
dles and ballots Nov. 4 and the Radio 
Writers’ Guild sessions are set for 
Nov. 8. Screen Writers’ Guild meet- 
ing will take place on the Coast, 
Date isn’t set, but it must be be- 
tween Nov. 1-10. 


Settle $1,577,500 
Claim Against AT&T 
For $22,500; 2 Suits 


Two anti-trust suits brought by 
Fox Theatres Corp., and its receiver, 
Milton C. Weisman, against Western 
Electric, A. T. & T. and Erpi were 
discontinued last week when Federal 
Judge Martin T. Manton directed te 
receiver to settle the claims totalling 
$1,577,500 for $22,500. The suits were 
based on the claim that the defend- 
ants had attempted to recover al- 
leged excessive royalties on sound 
equipment. 

In one action $877,500 was sought 
by the William Fox Isis Investment 
Co., William Fox Exhibitions, Inc.; 
Fox Varieties Co., Flatbush-Nevins 
St. Corp., the Colwood Co., and the 
Theatre Realty Corp., all subsids of 
the former Fox Theatres Corp. The 
other action was instituted by Weis- 
man as receiver. 

In requesting the Court to approve 
the settlement, Weisman said that he 
believed the amount was fair and 
would save the expense of further 
litigation. 


Tilting Prices 


Buffalo, Oct. 19. 

Admissions to all downtown first- 
runs will be tilted next week. The 
Buffalo, Lakes and Hipp will get an 
additional nickel, the tops going to 
60, 55 and 50c. respectively. T 2 
Lafayette and Century jump from 
25¢c. to 35c. 


the next few weeks. 




















Springfield, O., Oct. 19. 





An advance in admission prices 
‘with highly satisfactory results’ hes 
been announced by the Chake os 
| circuit, with the first week's resu'is 
| showing not one person leaving the 


| box office, and only few complaints 
| being registered. 

| Admissions were raised simultanes 
| ously in the company’s theatres in 
Greenville, Zenia, Wilmington, Logan 
and here, all Ohio. 
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Biz Drips Red, Certain Woman’ Only 
OK L.A. Coin, $20,500; Martini Tuneless 
To Par, 11G, Ritzes No Riot at 256 


-_ 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

With the exception of the latest 
Bette Davis pic, ‘That Certain 
Woman,’ at the day-date Hollywood 
and Downtown, and the continued 
first-run moveover of ‘Zenda,’ grosses 
are off again the past week. Man- 
agers continue to sing the blues and 
are bemoaning the lack of socko 
pics with which to replenish dimin- 
ishing takes. 

Nino Martini starrer, ‘Music for 
Madame,’ first RKO feature to play 
the Paramount, is disappointing and 
the first Ritz Bros. starrer, ‘Life Be- 

ins at College,’ will be lucky to hit 
$05,500 at the day-date State and 
Chinese. 

Estimates fer This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-1.10-1.65)—‘Emile Zola’ (WB) (6th 
week). Muni opus nearing end of 
two-a-day run, with trade holding 
comparatively good. Last week saw 


satisfactory $5,800 in the till. Goes 
off Oct. 24. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- , 
55-75) —‘Life Begins at College’ 


(20th) and ‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col) 
dual. First Ritz Bros. starrer will 
have so-so week at this boulevard 
acer; likelihood take will hit $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Zenda’ (UA) and 
‘Women Men Marry’ (MG), topped 
expectations by hitting $14,000. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Certain Woman’ (FN) and 
‘Over the Goal’ (FN) dual. Bette 
Davis has a strong downtown fol- 
lowing and should wind up with 
good $10,000 and holds. Last week, 
‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) and ‘West 


of Shanghai’ (FN), $7,700, about 
what was expected. 

Feur Star (Fox) (900; 40-55)— 
‘Dark Journey’ (UA). Not only is 


the journey dark, but so is the going. 
Unless a miracle happens take will 
be lucky to hit $900, which won't 
begin to pay for the house adver- 
tising. Last week, ‘Doctor Syn’ 
(GB) pretty brutal at $1,600. 

Hollyweed (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65 —‘Certain Woman’ (FN) and ‘Over 
the Goal’ (FN) dual. Running a bit 
behind its Downtown day-dater, but 
Davis draw should bring substantial 
$10,500, not terrific, but oke. Last 
week, ‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) 
and ‘West of Shanghai’ (FN), disap- 
pointing at $6,800. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30- 
35-40 )}—‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep) and 
‘On Such Night (Par), dual, and 
vaudeville. Off with rest of town, 
should be satisfied with around 
$6,000. Last week. ‘Hideaway’ 
(RKO) and ‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th) 
with Ann Pennington topping stage 
show, close to $7,000, oke. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
*Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Saturday’s 
Heroes’ (RKO) dual (3d week). 
Winding up extra profitable run 
after three weeks, with about $5,200 
in sight.for final six days. Second 
week finished at good $8,000. 


Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—'Music for Madame’ (RKO) 
and stage show. First RKO pic ever 
to play this house isn’t getting any 
too warm a reception, best in sight 
is slim $11,000. Last week, ‘This 
Way, Please’ (Par), wound up few 
hundred above anticipations for poor 
$13,000. 


RKO (2,950; 30-40-55) — ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Saturday’s 
Heroes’ (RKO) dual (3d week). 


Capra opus will wind up three big 
weeks with final $8,000 for total of 
$38,500, plenty profitable. Second 
week amassed nifty $11,400. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—Life Begins at College’ (20th) 
and ‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col) dual. 
Looks like a fair $14,500 stanza, not 
comparable with last week, ‘Zenda’ 
(UA) and ‘Women Men Marry’ 
(MG), which garnered big $16,000. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55 Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Women 
Men Marry’ (MG) dual. On move- 
over for continued first-run down- 
town ‘Zenda’ heading for big $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Bor- 
neo’ (20th), not so hot at $1,700. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
—‘Zenda’ (UA) and ‘The Women 
Men Marry’ (MG) dual. Continued 
first run of this pair should score 
neat $7,500, which is good in face 
of local conditions. Last week, 
*“Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Borneo’ (20th), 
pretty weak at $4,100. 





YOUNGCLAUS’ CONTROL 

Lincoln, Oct. 19. 

By obtaining fhe remaining 27% 
of outstanding bonds on the Island, 
Grand Island, W. N. Youngclaus, who 
already had been operating it for 
more than a year, is owner of the 
house. The bond issue of which he 
had previously gathered in 73%, was 
for $39,090. 





BROOKLYN NOT SULKING 


‘Life ef Party’ Take $14,500— 
‘Handsome’ Around $138,000 








Brooklyn, Oct. 19 


Another cycle of first-rate flickers 
hit the downtown deluxers in the 
City of Churches. Weather has been 
nippy and b.o.’s report better than 
average biz. Good returns indicated 
at Loew’s Met, where ‘Prisoner of 
Zenda’ is on view, Fabian Paramount 
with ‘High, Wide and Handsome’ and 
RKO Albee with ‘Life of the Party.’ 
Met publicity force went in for con- 
siderable exploitation on ‘Prisoner.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘Life of 
the Party’ (RKO) and ‘Charlie Chan 
on Broadway’ (20th). Dualers will 
derive pleasant $14,500. Last week 
‘100 Men and a Girl (U) and ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ (RKO) got okay 
$14,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘Something 
to Sing About’ (GN) and ‘Sea Rack- 
eteers’ (Rep). Good $14,000 for this 
pair, Last week ‘Sophie Lang’ (Par) 
and ‘It Happened im Hollywood’ 
(Col) received satisfactory $13,500. 
Met (2,400; 25-35-55 )—‘Prisoner of 
Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Man in Blue’ 
(Col). Anticipate fine $16,000. Last 
week ‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘My Dear 
Miss Aldrich’ (MG) (2d week) re- 
ceived good $14,000. 

Parameunt (4,000; 25-35-55) — 
‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par) 
ind “Love Is on the Air’ (WB). Dual- 
ers will produce big $18,000. Last 
week ‘That Certain Woman’ (WB) 
and ‘Small Town Boy’ $18,000. 
Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Partners 
in Crime’ (Par) and ‘Love Takes 
Flight’ will get okay $5,000. Last 
week ‘She Asked for It’ (Par) and 
‘Two Minutes to Play’ received quiet 


High, Wide’ Plus 
Hutton Orc, 286, 
Tops in Detroit 


Detroit, Oct. 19. 
So-so here with Michigan-Minne- 
sota grudge Saturday taking wind 
out of sails at most houses. Flock 
of holdovers not helping either. 
Plenty handsome bally on ‘Hide, 
Wide and Handsome’ and plenty ac- 
tivity at Michigan b.o. to lead town’s 
current crop without too much 
trouble. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (3d week) plus ‘Mr. 
Motto’ (20th) (2d week). Henie opus, 
moved here after big session at Fox 
two weeks ago, held over currently 
for good $6,500, following hefty 
$9,300 on first session last week. 
Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) with Buddy 
Rogers topping vaude. Off slow and 
not picking up, poor $17,000. Last 
week bad $16,000 on ‘It’s All Yours’ 
(20th) and Cowboy Tex Ritter on 


stage. 
(United Detroit) (2,000; 





Madison 
30-40-65 )—‘Zenda’ (UA) (2d week). 
Holding up for okay $9,000 follow- 





ing first session of bumper $13,500. 
May hold for third. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—"High, Wide,’ (Par) and 
Ina Ray Hutton band on _ stage. 
saeabe ballyed 978.008 and 

.’ in = ‘ 
Tonad $23,500, oke, for 
Woman’ (WB) and Lottie Mayer’s 
water ballet on stage. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 25-40)—That Certain Woman’ 
(WB) (2d week) plus. ‘Bulldog 
Drummond Comes Ba::k’ (Par), dual. 
Bette Davis opus moved here from 
Michigan; should gather up about 
$10,000, good. Last week, third week 
of ‘Dead End’ (UA) plus ‘Dodd Takes 
Air’ (WB) snared smart $13,000, 
after former flicker was moved here 
after two sessions at UA. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Madame X’ (MG). 
Doing badly, $6,000. ‘Bride Wore 
Red’ (MG) did $10,200 last week, 
okay. 





Snow Falls in Denver; 
‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ Is 
Paced for Okay $11,000 


Denver, Oct. 19. 


First runs are doing okay with 
five holdovers at four houses and 
two slated to hold over from this to 
next. There was snow Monday 
morning but all stopped by noon- 
time. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)—‘100 
Men and a Girl’ (U). Following a 
week at the Denver. Nice $4,500. 
Last week ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) did 
a nice $3,000 and went to the Broad- 
way. Had played the Denver a 
week. 


Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA), after a week 
each at the Denver and Aladdin. 
Still snappy at estimated $3,500. 
Last week ‘Varstiy Show’ (WB) 
turned in a good $2,500 considering 
film had played a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—This Way, Please’ (Par). $5,700 
deemed passing mark. Last week 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) turned in 
$6,000 on its second week. 


Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ (20th) with 
stage band. Clipping off a sporty 
$11,000. Last week ‘100 Men and a 
Gir? (U), with standouts on Sun- 
day and Tuesday, turned in $10,000, 
and went to the Aladdin. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Stage Door’ (RKO) (2d week) and 
‘Flight from Glory’ (RKO). This 
one paced for $7,500, good. Last 
week ‘Stage Door’ (RKO) and ‘My 
Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MG) topped 
the town with a fine $12,000. Former 
film held over. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air’ (FN) and 
‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB). Figure 
$4,500, okay. Last week ‘Some- 
thing to Sing About’ (GN) and ‘Small 
Town Boy’ (GN), after breaking the 
house record for the opening day, 
went on and took in a nice $5,000. 
Good enough to warrant taking the 
films to the Rialto for a second week. 

Rialte (Fox) (900; 25-40)—‘Some- 
thing to Sing About’ and ‘Small 
Town Boy’ (GN). Brought from the 
Paramount where they had been a 
week. House is usually a _ subse- 
quent, $2,000. 





ZEPPO LOSES BRANDA 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Olympe Bradna won her suit for 
release from her contract with 
Zeppo Marx, Inc., on the ground 
that she was a minor when the 
ticket was signed. 

Agency also lost its court plea 
that Miss Bradna’s parents be held 
liabie for commissions claimed due. 








The Z's Mean 


Baltimore, Oct. 19. 

Very hey-hey doings here this 
week with a strong lineup of prod- 
uct ringing the bell. ‘Zola’ (WB) 
off to a wow special opening Friday 
(15) night at the Stanley took ad- 
vantage of all of the healthy capac- 
ity of this theatre and has been 
clicking since, indicating a long-time 
high of $17,000 for the week. 

‘Zenda’ (UA) at Loew’s Century 
is prospering at $15,000, and the New 
theatre with ‘Heidi’ (20th) augers a 
socko profit-making session at $8,000, 
real takings for this house of limited 
capacity. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—Prisoner of ‘Zenda’ 
(UA). Gathering momentum and 
rounding out a rosy profit at $15,008. 





Youngclaus, who opposes three 
houses of the A. H. Blank string in 
Grand Island, also has the Empress. 


Last week ‘Big City’ (MG) fair go- 
ing to $10,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — “Breakfast for 


$ in Baltimore 


‘Zola’ Zooms to $17,000 at Stanley—‘Zenda’ Savory 


Two’ (RKO) plus Bunny Berigan 
unit on stage, mild $9,500. Last week 
‘Music for Madame’ (RKO) and 
vaude, not much at $9,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55 }—‘King Solomon’s Mines’ 
(GB) opening supper show tonight 
(Tues.). Last week, second of ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome’ (Par) okay $9,- 
500 after excellent first session to 
$12,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55 )—‘Heidi’® (20th). Opened with 
qa bang and wowing them since to 
indicated $8,000 for the week. Last 
week, second of ‘Life Begins at Col- 
lege’ (20th) good profit at $4,200 
after swell first session to $6,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-30-40- 
55)—‘Life of Emile Zola’ (WB). Big 
special opening Fri. night (15) and 
hey hey since, clicking off an indi- 
|cated long-time high here at $17,000. 
|Last week ‘Back in Circulation’ 
| (WB), nothing at all at $3,700, 








Loy-Powell and Shirley Temple 
Louisville; Ecstasy’ Approaches 5G's 


Excite 





. 


First Runs on B’way 


(Subject te Change) 
Week of Oct. 21 
Astor — ‘Firefly’ (MG) 
wk). 
Capitel — ‘Double Wedding’ 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 22) 
Central—‘Bulldog Drummond 
at Bay’ (Rep) (23). 
(Reviewed in Variery Aug. 4) 
Criterion — ‘Music for Mad- 
ame’ (RKO) (22). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 14) 
Glebe—‘MadameX’ (MG) (23). 
(Reviewed in Vanrtery Sept. 29) 
Hollywood—‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
(lith wk). 
Musie Hall — ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO) (3d wk). 
Parameunt — ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) (2d wk). ; 
Rialteo—Westland Case’ (U) 
(22). 
(Reviewed in Vartrery Oct. 6) 
Rivoli—‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ 
(20th) (3d wk). 
Rexy — ‘Ali Baba Goes to 
Town’ (20th) (22). 
(Reviewed in current VARIETY) 
Strand — ‘Alcatraz Island’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 

Week of Oct. 28 
Astor—‘Firefly’ (MG) (9th wk). 
Capitol — ‘Live, Love and 

Learn’ (MG). 
{Reviewed im current VARIETY) 
Criterion—‘West of Shanghai’ 
(WB) (29). 
Glebe — ‘Madame X’ (MG) 
(2d wk). 





(8th 


Hollywood — ‘Emile Zola’ 
(WB) (12th wk). 
Music Hall — ‘Victoria the 


Great’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in Varrety Atg. 25) 
Parameunt — ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 
Rivoli—Great Garrick’ (WB) 
(27). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 29) 
Roxy — ‘Ali Baba Goes To 
Town’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Strand — ‘Perfect Specimen’ 
(WB) (27). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 29) 


Breen-Spitalny 
Big $22,000, Pitt: 
Ritz Bros., $14,500 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 

After a slight easing off last week, 
biz is shooting right back into high 
again this session. Contemplated 
weekend drop, what with Tech- 
Notre Dame football game here and 
broadcast of Pitt-Fordham clash, 
failed to materialize and even all- 
day rain yesterday (18) didn’t stop 
’em from coming. 


Takings way up in every corner, 
with ‘Life Begins at College’ knock- 
ing the Alvin slap-heavy, and ‘Bride 
Wore Red’ hypoing the Penn right 
along with ‘Zenda’ figures. At the 
Stanley, Phil Spitalny’s band is prov- 
ing a sock magnet and with ‘Make a 
Wish’ will send house about eight 
grand over previous stanza. ‘Zenda,’ 
h. o. ing at Warner after crack week, 
opened bigger than anything here in 
years, getting around $3,200 first two 
days, with only the Fulton among all 
the first-run sites taking it on chin 
with ‘Sheik Steps Out.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Life Begins at College’ (20th). No 
—— any more about the Ritz 

ros. pull. This one started like 
house afire and holding to sock level 
right on down. Should have no 
trouble at all cornering at least $14,- 
500, a certain h. o. and the top all- 
time gross for a 20th-Fox flicker 
here, only ‘Lost Horizon’ and ‘100 
Men and a Girl’ topping it. Las‘ 
week, ‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ 
(20th) at $11,000 could have held, 
but house wanted to get in a foot- 
ball comedy at height of season. 

Fulton (Shea- Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep). After 
great few months, house looks like 
it’s in for a string of slim takes, with 
no worthwhile product in sight for 
some time. Only thing that’s saving 
this one from a complete rout is the 
Lucky Herald stunt with a $500 cash 
giveaway. At that, won’t run over 
more than $3,850. Last week, ‘Lancer 
Spy’ (20th) on four-day h. o. of sec- 
ond week about $2,000. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG). La Craw- 
ford’s still a sizable magnet. Opening 
terrific, topping even ‘Zenda’s,’ but 
won't hold up as well since flicker 
isn’t there. Dropping off already, 
but that sock getaway is insurance 
enough for $18,000. There’s a possi- 
bility it may move to Warner for 

















Louisville, Oct. 19, 

Loew’s State with ‘Double Wed. 
ding, is again proving that the 
combo of Powell-Loy still packs b.o, 
wallop. Just trailing by a whisker 
is ‘Heidi’ at the Rialto, also zoom- 
ing to best returns in a long time. 
and probably best gross Shirley has 
ever turned in at that house. Tie. 
ups with P. T. A. organizations in 
city and county brought ‘em in by 
bus loads. 

Strand held ‘Music for Madame’ 
and ‘Naughty Girls’ only four days, 
house being turned over Tuesday 
and Wednesday to Masonic Grand 
Lodge meeting, an annual affair, 
Lodge owns the building housing 
the theatre, and lease stipulates that 
they have use of the premises for 
their annual meeting. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s)— 
(1,500; 15-33-40)—‘Bride Wore Red’ 
(MG) and ‘Miss Aldrich’ (MG), 
dual. Holding up fairly well after 
profitable stanza at Loew’s State. 
Should: tally $2,400, good. Last week 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Man 
Who Could Work Miracles’ (UA), 
dual, okay $2,300. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Confession’ (WB) and ‘Talent Scout’ 
(WB), split with ‘Mr. Dodd Takes 
the Air’ (WB) and ‘Road Back’ (U). 
Pointing toward average $2,300. Last 
week ‘Exclusive’ (Par) and ‘Super 
Sleuth’ (RKO) dual, split with ‘San 
Quentin’ (WB) and ‘Dance, Charlie, 
Dance’ (WB), dual, okay for $2,100. 

Leew’s State (3,000; 15-30-40)— 
‘Double a te (MG) and ‘Coun- 
sel for Crime’ (Col), dual. Zooming 
to a high $13,000, with pace holding 
up well after terrific week-end biz. 
Powell-Loy combo surefire to cop 
the shekels. Last week ‘Bride Wore 
Red’ (MG) and ‘Miss Aldrich’ (MG), 
led the parade with big $10,000 and 
moved to Brown for holdover stanza, 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) — ‘Back in Circulation’ 
(WB). Lack of marquee names 
slowing this one, but still well in the 
black at $3,000, okay. Last week 
‘Emile Zola’ (WB) on second stanza 
copped okay $4,000. 

National (Jewell) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Ecstasy’ (Eureka). First showing of 
foreign- pic here at former burley 
house, take well on way to robust 
$5,000, returns better than any 
week’s biz done while under burley 
policy. 


Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)— ‘Shi 
Cafe’ (Par) and ‘Plainsman’ \Par} 
dual, split with ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par 
and “To Mary, With Love’ (20th), 


dual, headed for fine $1,500. Last 
week ‘Swing Time’ (RKO) and 
‘Great Guy’ (GM), dual, split with 
‘Go West, Young Man’ (Par) and 
os or Saleen (Par), dual, aver- 
age $1,300. 

Rialte (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15+ 
30-40 )}—‘Heidi’ (20th). Shirley Tem- 
ple opus a sockeroo, and b. o. lines 
congesting sidewalk traffic on the 
main stem. Tie-ups with Parent 
Teacher organization had county 
schools declaring a holiday for the 
kiddies, which also brought the 
adults in droves. Take has indica- 
tions of zooming to bulky $12,000, 
Last week ‘This Way, Please’ (Par) 
and ‘Partners in Crime’ (Par), dual, 
okay $6,500. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 
30-40)—‘Music for Madame’ (RKO) 
and ‘40 Naughty Girls’ (RKO), dual. 
B. O. draught negligible for the four 
days showing, probably $2,500, weak. 
House Tuesday and Wednesday oc- 
cupied by Masonic Grand Lodge. 
Last week ‘Life Begins in College 


(20th) and ‘Chan on Broadway’ 
(20th), dual, on holdover, bagged 
fine $3,700. 





cause draw seems to be chiefly over 
the short haul. Last week, ‘Prisoner 


of Zenda’ (UA) turned in crack 
$20,500. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 


‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and Phil Spi- 
talny’s orch. Breen’s pix havent 
done much in past here, so it’s al- 
most a cinch that Spitalny's the big 
noise in what will be hot week. 
Headed straight for $22,000 and with 
any kind of break in weather may 
even go considerably beyond that. 
Last week, ‘That Certain Woman 
(FN) and Xavier Cugat’s band pretty 
dreary at $14,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA). Brought 
here after sock week at Penn and 
on opening bettered anything that 
ever came over here after clicking 
at Loew-UA house. On Saturday 
alone did around $2,000, and on the 
way to something not far from $9.- 
000. That’s great. Last week, ‘Blonde 
Trouble’ (Par) and ‘Annapolis Sa- 
lute’ (RKO) (pretty terrible, around 
$3,700, in eight days, getting an extra 
one not through choice but neces- 
sity. Warner regularly opens Thur. 
and Penn Fri. so house had to hold 
on to its dual until ‘Zenda’ finished 





second week but pretty doubtful be- 


out at Penn. 
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Big $39,000; Waring-‘Heroes’ Mild 


$70,000, Cagney-Bowes OK at $23,000 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Get out the alibi books, boys, and 
try to think up a logical excuse of 
the generally weak trade in the 
downtown sector this week. Get a 
gander of the list of the loop’s at- 
tractions and then try to figure out 
why the business is slipping consid- 
erably below the previous few 
weoek’s coin count. 

But while you are looking up the 
alibis, don’t bother cudgeling for an 
excuse for ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ at 
the Chicago. Because that picture 
doesn't need any alibi. It’s got every- 
thing in the way of grosses to make 
the managers happy, and the picture 
is far ahead of anything else in town 
on business currently. Heads for a 
ripe and healthy register at the 
town’s flagship. 

Otherwise things are more or less 
gloomy, verging from a sort of mal- 
de-boxoffice to a deep indigo coin 
cramp. Notices and reports on a 
number of the local bills are hurting 
the money possibilities at the houses. 
Word-of-mouth is getting especially 
streng these days and pictures are 
indicating tendencies to fall off like 
a nose-diving airplane when the 
tongues start to get in their anvil 
chorus following the show’s opening. 

Palace and oosevelt got away 
slowly, while the Oriental is run- 
ning just into a fair mark. Loop 
generally is in genuine need of some 
real show business excitement. It’s 
in a bad rut. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75 )— 
‘Back in Circulation’ (WB). Opened 
Saturday (16) and figures to garner 


profit-making $5,500. Last week 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) finished fourth 
loop session to good $5,600. 


Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Zenda’ (UA) and stage show. The 
only real ripple in downtown amuse- 
ment-ranks currently, whirling $39,- 
000, better than house has had in a 
number of periods. Last week ‘High 
Wide’ (Par) just okay with $31,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-55-65) 
—High Wide’ (Par). Moved in here 
from the Chicago and looks for 
$4,500. Nothing to shout about. Last 
week ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) completed 
second downtown spread to $5,300, 
satisfactory. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Sing About’ (GN) and Bowes unit 
on stage. Cagney fiicker and the 
Bowes ams good combination and 
will turn in a fairly good week at 
$23,000, though notRing near the 
mark expected for this tie-up. Last 
week ‘Life Begins’ (20th) a whop- 
ping $38,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO) and 
Waring’s orchestra on stage. All the 
stage show currently, with the gross 
up a bit to $20,000, satisfactory but 
still not anywhere near the business 
that had been predicated on the 
Waring appearance. Last week 
‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO) was just 
another session with $17,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
15) — ‘Madame X’ (MG). Getting 
nowhere and only one week for it. 
Hardly better than $9,000 on_ its 
initial gallop. Last week ‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th) ran nearly three weeks and 
finished to oke $8,500 for final ses- 
sion. ‘Heidi’ (20th) due in tomor- 
row (Wednesday). 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55) — ‘Moto’ (20th) and stage 
show. Banking heavily on house- 
produced unit as annual show. 
Strenthening a bit at the front 
wicket to $15,000, solid money take. 
Last week ‘Roberta’ (RKO) was dis- 
appointing at $12,300. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Broadway Melody’ 
(MG) (2d week). Musical will do 
$13,000, all right. Last week fine 
$20,600 for the opener. ‘Bride Wore 
Red’ (MG) next. 


Cold Weather Crimps Biz 
In Minneapolis; Durbin 
Picture Disappoints, 66 


Minneapolis, Oct. 19. 
Unusually cold weather for so 
early in the winter is an unfavor- 
able influence for the showhouses. 
Oney that might go for entertain- 
ment must be spent for fuel. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
— Easy Living’ (Par) split with 
Born Reckless’ (20th) (2d runs) and 
last three days dual first runs ‘On 
Such a Night’ (Par) and ‘I Cover | 
the War’ (U). Mild $800, Last | 
week ‘Between Two Women’ (MG) | 
(2d run) split with dual first runs | 
Borheo’ (20th) and ‘You Can’t Beat | 

} 








Love’ (RKO) last four days. $900. 
Mild. | 
Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; | 


25-35-55)—100 Men and a Girl’ (U) | 


ne week), Far behind first Deanna | 
een picture. Conditions blamed | 


unsatisfactory returns. 
Pointing $6,000. “First week, $8.500. 
Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; | 


Disap- 


'55)—Gangway’ (GB). 








25-35-55 —‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG), 
Light at $7,000. Last week ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome’ (Par), $7,000. 
Light. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (4,200: 
25-35-55 )—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), Out- 
running the rest of the field by a 
wide margin. Brodied here as a 
roadshow, but delivering with a 
vengeance on a grind, even though 
night admission is tilted from 40c 
to 55c for straight film. Around 
$14,000, big. Last week ‘Back in 
Circulation’ (FN) and Fred War- 


ing’s ‘Pennsylvanians’ on stage, 
$19,000. 
State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 


40)—‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO) and 
‘Dance Charlie, Dance’ (FN), Dual 
bill has little in way of cast names, 
but this is a red-hot football town 
and that helps. En route to fair 
$2,700. Last week ‘Bad Guy’ (MG) 


and ‘She’s No Lady’ (Par), $2,500. 
Light. 

Time (Berger) (290: 15-25)— 
‘Devil Dogs of Air’ (WB). Re- 


issue exciting only mild interest. 
Will be lucky to exceed $600. Last 
week ‘Magnificent Obsession’ (U), 
reissue, $500. Poor. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 15-25)— 
‘You Can’t Have Everything’ (20th). 
First nabe showing. Pretty good 
$3,200 indicated. Last week ‘One 
in Million’ (20th) and ‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th), split, $3,400. Pretty good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40- 
Jessie Mat- 
thews has some following here, 
but this one will be lucky to top 
a mild ${f,500. Last week ‘From 
Tzar to Lenin’ (Foreign), — $500. 
Very bad. 


‘Double Wedding,’ 206; 
‘Lola’ Headed for 116; 
Buffalo’s Nice Going 


Buffalo, Oct. 19. 

Business is hitting high ceilings 
again here this week, and the pe- 
riod is expected te reach topflight 
levels at practically all box offices, 
Takings, which were unusually 
strong last week, are holding over 
and even showing substantial im- 
prevement. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffale (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Double Wedding’ (MG). Looks to 
send gross over $20,000. Last week 








‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG), as esti- 
mated, fine $18,000, 
Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 


‘Life of the Party’ (RKO) and ‘Be- 
hind the Headlines’ (RKO). Grosses 
have jumped here in past fortnight, 
and this one looks like surprise at 
over $10,000. Last week ‘Dead End’ 
(UA) (3d run), way over anticipa- 
tions for this first picture to see a 
third downtown run. Great $10,200. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Zola’ (WB). Fine reviews and 
nice business point to neat $11,000. 
Last week ‘Toast of New York’ 
(RKO), got $8,900. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 30-50)—‘Life 
Begins in College’ (20th). Plenty ac- 
tivity at the box office for this which 
looks headed for $10,000. Last week 
‘That Certain Woman’ (WB), nice at 
over $8,500. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep) and ‘Born 
Reckless’ (20th). Doing all right at 
pace of around $7,000. Last week 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN), 
showed strength and came in with 
excellent $9,500. 


OMAHA NEAR NORMAL 


Paralysis Subsides—Bride Wore Red,’ 
Dualing, te $7,900 


Omaha, Oct, 19. 

Downtown houses virtually back 
to normal after recent infantile 
paralysis epidemic, but bit of hang- 
over yet evident. Although = 
health department lifted ban wee 
ago, natives not certain danger is 
past. With nabs and outlying houses 
situation is still drastic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer) (1,250; 25-35-40) 
—That Certain Woman’ (FN) and 
‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO) dualed 
with current March of Time thrown 
in. Opened medium, but gained 
sharply over weekend, and should 
wind up around $5,500, good. Last 
week was holdover on ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col) and ‘40 Naughty Girls’ (RKO) 
doubled. Colman-Capra film biggest 
thing here in months; after near- 
record first week went along to $4,- 
700 last week, still above average. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Bride Wore Read’ (MG) and ‘Bad 
Guy’ (MG) on double bill broke in 
Wednesday, day early. Biz running 
above norma! slightly, but little ex- 
tra strength. Set for eight-day run 
to get house back to regular Thurs- 
day opening, $7,900. Last week 
‘High Wide and Handsome’ (Par) 
and ‘She’s No Lady’ (Par) twinned, 











Held seven days, although originally 
set for eight and $7,500 average. 
Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Hot 
Water’ (26th-Fox) double billed. 
‘Zenda’ proving as strong as any in 
line of magnetic pictures at this 
house. With receipts from special 
midnight show Saturday (preview 
of ‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ (20th) and 
dance contest on stage) week will hit 
$10,000. Last week ‘Varsity Show’ 
(WB) and ‘Man Who Cried Wolf’ 
(U) in double harness showed nice 
returns over Sunday, but slackened 





last half of week; $9,700 includes 
midnight show figures. 


WEDDING 15146, 
RITZ BROS. 146, 
CINCY’S TOPS 


Cincinnati, Oct. 19. 

As last week, only three of the 
ace stands have new releases. “‘Dou- 
ble Wedding’ is the champ collector, 
racking up $15,500 for the Palace. 
‘Life Begins in College’ is swinging | 
at a $14,000 gait for the Albee. 
‘Lancer Spy’ at the Lyric has a $5,000 
tay 








Biz for cinemas by and large is 
okay in face of Indian summer's out- 
door lure over the weekend. 

Indie Emery auditorium, which re- 
cently showed ‘Ecstasy’ for a week, 
relighted the past week for screen- 
ing of ‘Sins of Love’ for stag trade! 


at 25c-35c-42c scale. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)-—‘Life 
Begins in College’ (20th). Swell, 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Bride Wore Red’ 
(MG), $14,500, dandy. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42) — 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par). Trans- 
ferred from Palace for second week, 
bad, $3,600. Last week ‘Vogues’ (UA) 
(2d week), $3,000, brutal. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) — 
‘Man Who Cried Wolf’ (U), ‘Out- 
laws of Orient’ (Col), ‘White Bond- 
age’ (UA), singly. Normal, $2,200. 
Same last week on ‘Stuttering 
Bishop’ (WB), ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) and 
‘Flyaway Baby’ (WB). 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40 )—‘Dead 
End’ (UA). Brought back for third 
downtown week after fortnight’s re- 
cess, Fair, $2,700. Last week, ‘Life of 
Party’ (RKO) (2d week), $2,800, 
tolerable. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40) — 

‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG). Moved over 
from Albee for second week, $4,500, 
okay. Last week, ‘Chan on Broad- 
way’ (20th), $4,500, fair. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42) — 
‘Lancer Spy’ (20th). Good, $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (2d 
week), $4,000, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42) — 
‘Double Wedding’ (MG). Great, $15,- 
500. Last week, ‘Artists and Models’ 
(Par), $14,500, very good. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42) — 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (4th week). All 
right, $3,500. Last week, $5,000, good. 
‘Zola’ (WB) opens Wednesday (20th) 
for a run, 








Grosses are sliding off consider- 
ably from the totals scored last 
week through Columbus Day, but 
in a few spots the results will be 
more than satisfying, these includ- 
ing the Music Hall and Roxy on 
holdovers, the Paramount with a 
former $2 picture, the Strand with 
‘Alcatraz Island,’ and the _ twice- 
daily ‘Zola’ which continues to hold 
its position admirably. 

‘Alcatraz, one of the numerous 
new pictures brought in, is doing 
well enough to hit $25,000 or bet- 
ter, which means it remains a sec- 
ond week, but others fresh from 
exchange floors are having diffi- 
culties. ‘Bride Wore Red’ is a dis- 
appointer at $20,000 tops at the 
Cap. ‘Over the Goal,’ withering at 
the Criterion, is far from a touch- 
down at around $6,000, while ‘Fit 


For a King’ is letting the Rialto 
down to an also-ran $6,000. After 
stretching the Cagney musical, 


‘Something to Sing About,’ as far as 
it could to nearly four weeks, the 
Globe on Saturday (16) replaced 
with ‘Girl Said No,’ but while re- 
views were generally good, it is 
very sluggish and unless picking 
up won't get over $5,000. Central 
has “Dangerously Yours,’ this new 


| one looking $6,000 tops. 


‘Souls at Sea,’ which played the 
Astor on a $2 basis this summer, 
isn’t doing as well as its predeces- 
sor at the Par, ‘High, Wide,’ which 
also had been roadshown in the hot 


weather. It will have to build to 
top $46,000, but very good any- 
way. This compares with $48,500 


for ‘High, Wide’ on its first week, 
which may mean that the Yacht 
Club Boys with that picture helped 
considerably, Benny Meroff or- 
chestra and Jane Froman are with 
‘Souls.’ 

‘Stage Door’ is strong enough on 
its holdover to go a third week at 
the Music Hall, but the Roxy, with 
the Ritz pic, though doing fine 
business, isn’t. ‘Door’ looks to 


finish its second semester at $90,- 
000 or better, while ‘College’ 
is pointing for $40,000. On their 


first weeks ‘Door’ went to a smash 
$113,000 and the Ritz comedy to 
an equally juicy $62,000. ‘Wife, Dr. 
and Nurse’ got close to $50,000 over 
Columbus Day week at the Riv but 
is petering mysteriously to around 
$15,000 currently (its second week). 
House has booked ‘Great Gar- 
rick’ from Warner Bros. and shoves 
this in Wednesday (27). Roxy opens 
‘Ali Baba Goes to Town’ Friday 
(22). The Hall introduces ‘Vic- 
toria the Great’ (Wilcox) to Amer- 
ican audiences after ‘Stage Door’s’ 
third lap. 


‘Zola’ is striking a $15,000 stride 
at the $2 Hollywood and, the War- 
ners are hoping, will be able to 
last until Christmas. ‘Firefly’ still 
tarries at the Astor, last week (6th) 
doing $7,000, but stays until set 
when ‘Hurricane’ (Goldwyn) comes 





Indianapolis Adds 3.100 Seats 





‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ Reopens Indiana with Zippy 


$10,000—Hallett Billed Over ‘Danger’ 


Indianapolis, Oct. 19. 

With the reopening of the town’s 
largest de luxer following a long pe- 
riod of darkness, other houses in 
downtown sector are feeling the 
competition at the box office. ‘Wife, 
Doctor, and Nurse,’ dualed with 
‘Chan on Broadway,’ is the opening 
bill on the screen at the long-shut- 
tered Indiana, and it is hitting a 
strong starting pace that promises to 
carry it to the top mark among the 
first runs by a wide margin. Despite 
a good campaign, Walter Wanger's 
‘Vogues of 1938’ at Loew’s will land 
far behind in the runner-up posi- 
tion with an average take. ‘Danger, 
Love at Work,’ coupled with Mal 
Hallett’s ork on the stage at the 
Lyric, also is feeling the new opposi- 
tion and will not finish better than 
even, according to the figures over 
the week-end. ‘This Way, Please,’ at 
the Circle, and ‘Music for Madame’ 
at the Apollo, are trailing in that 
order, with nothing substantial in 
prospect on the week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘Music for Madame’ (RKO) on 
dual with ‘Forty Naughty Girls’) 
(RKO). Latter picture heavily 
plugged by national ads, but take is 
poor at $2,250. Last week, holdover 
session of double bill from Circle 
made up of ‘High, Wide, and Hand- | 
some’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog Drummond | 
Comes Back’ (Par), also was light at 








$2,400. | 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-40) 1 


—This Way, Please’ (Par) dualled 
with ‘On Such a Night’ (Par). Cast 
of former pic played up, but gross 
will be only moderate at $5,000. 
Last week, ‘That Certain Woman’ 
(WB) and ‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO) 
disappointing at $4,500. 

Indiana (Katz-Doile) (3,100; 25-40) 
—‘Wife, Doctor, and Nurse’ (20th) 
on twin program with ‘Charlie Chan 
on Broadway’ (20th). Heavy cam- 
paign on reopening of house with 
full-page co-op ads in dailies, ete. 
Former pic received plenty of atten- 
tion and take is heading for dandy 


(Kane) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘Love Takes Flight’ (GN) and vaude. 
Nothing happening here with prob- 
able take of $2,400, bad. Last week, 


‘Artists and Models’ (Par), second 
run, and vaude, was also in red 
with gross of $2,500. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400: 25-40)— 
*‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA) on double bill 
with ‘London by Night’ (MG). 


Plenty of ballyhoo on former pic, 
but take will be under expectations 
at $6,500, fairish. Last week, ‘Bride 
Wore Red’ (MG) and ‘My Dear Miss 


Aldrich’ (MG) on dual finished at 
“8,500, good. 
Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 


‘Danger, Love at Work’ (20th) and 
Mal Hallett band on stage. Latter 
billed over film. Results are barely 
average at $7,800. Last week, ‘They 
Won't Forget’ (WB) and St. Moritz 
Ice Carnival on stage did $8,500, all 
right. 


Bway Off Generally Excepting 
Stage Door, $90,000, Which Goes 
3d Wk.; ‘Alcatraz’ 256, Par 466, OK 


| Horace 





Se 


in. Tentative opening date for that 
is Nov. 9, but not definite. 


With business falling off last 
Thursday and Friday (14-15) after 
the holiday, the State was unable 


to hit the record of $44,500 for the 
house, second run of ‘Dead End’ and 
Heidt’s orchestra finishing 
at close to $44,000. This week the 
State will be less than half that 
or about $21,000 with ‘Double or 
Nothing’ and Joe Lewis. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Firefly’ (MG) (7th week). Did $7,- 
000 last week (6th) and sticking 
around until ‘Hurricane’ (UA), ten- 
tatively set to open here Nov. 9, is 
confirmed for house. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )}— 
‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG). Crawford 
is either losing her b. o. pull or the 
public smelled this one out; some 
profit but a disappointer at no more 
than $20,000 and out after one week. 
‘Double Wedding’ (MG) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). Third week of 
“Good Earth’ (MG) was strong, close 
to $25,000. 


Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99)——‘Dangerously Yours’ (20th). 
This one suffering with rest of street 
and lucky if any more than a mild 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Shadows of the 
Orient’ (Mono), $6,800. 


Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Over 
the Goal’ (WB), plus ‘Nation Aflame’ 
(Treasure), a featurette. Won't be 
over an unwelcome $6,000, compared 
with around $9,000, pretty good, !ast 
week with ‘This Way, Please’ (Par). 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-65)—‘Girl Said 
No’ (GN). This is the picture 
which GN roadshowed in Boston 
last summer with indifferent re- 
sults. It received good press notices 
here but getting no play and if over 
5,000, poor, will be lucky. Final 
five days on 4th week of ‘Something 
Pgs About’ (GN) around $3,000, 
air, 


Hollywood (1,454; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—*Zola’ (WB) (10th week). 
Holding up well, last week (9th) 
around $15,000 and may be good 
enough to go to Christmas. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘100 Men 
and Girl’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Satur- 
day’s Heroes’ (RKO) (ist run), 
doubled. Durbin musical is pulling 
em in and maybe over $11,000, good. 
Last week, $9,400 came in from ‘That 
Certain Woman’ (WB) (2d run) and 


‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB) (1st run), 
dualed. 
Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 


—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) and Benny 
Meroff band, plus Jane Froman. On 
first week may push beyond $46,000, 
good, and is on books for three 
weeks. ‘Angel’ (Par) and Tommy 
Dorsey Orchestra follow Nov. 3. 
Third (final) week for ‘High, Wide’ 
(Par) and the Yacht Club Boys, 
strong $30,000. ‘High, Wide’ on its 
first week was better than ‘Souls,’ 
$48,500, something of a surprise but 
due no doubt to Yacht Clubbers 
draught. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Stage Door’ (RKO) 
and stage show (2d week). Strong 
holdover at $90,000, or bit better; 
first seven days a huge $113,000. Co- 
jumbus Day, of course, helped con- 
siderably. Stays a third week. ‘Vic- 
toria the Great’ (RKO) (English- 
made) follows. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Fit for a 
King’ (RKO). Belies its title, only 
about $6,000 being answer, mild. 
Last week, ‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col) 
$7,600, okay. 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Wife, Dr. and Nurse’ (20th) (2d 
week). Pushed to nearly $30,000 last 
week (lst) but currently on second 
off sharply to around $15,000 and 
stays only four extra days, ‘Great 


_— (WB) to open Wednesday 
(27). 
Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—'‘Life 


Begins in College’ (20th) and stage 
show (2d week). Very potent at 
$62,000 on its first week and holding 
y Ae mod at possible $40,000 on this 
(2d-final) week. Did not hit week- 
end contro] figure necessary to go a 
third stanza. ‘Ali Baba Goes to 
Town’ (20th), new Eddie Cantor film, 
opens Friday (22). 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Aleatraz’ 
(WB). Prison meller may be able 
to top good $25,000, holding. Final 
four days on second week of ‘Back 
in Circulation’ (WB), through Co- 
lumbus Day, around $7,000, pretty 
good. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Double or 
Nothing’ (Par) (2d run) and vaude 
bill headed by Joe Lewis. Crosby 
pic had three weeks at the Par and 
two at the Par, B’klyn., seriously 
weakening it for this house, and only 
about $21,000 indicated, but profit- 
able. Last week house suffered from 
slump atfer Columbus Day, being 
unable to reach new record by top- 


ping $44,500, previous high. though 
looked in the bag. ‘Dead End’ (UA) 
(2d run) and Horace Heidt orchestra 
} came close. however, finishing just 


this side of $44,000. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, October 20, 1937 








Philly Blue: Shirley Bad at $12,000, 
Bride’ 1216, Please’ Combo 20/6 








Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

It's the blues again here, with 
Philly biz punkeroo all around. 
Nothing doing any special clicking 
except the Earle, which continues 
to hold the lead on ticket yardage 
with pic ‘This Way, Please’ (Par) 
and Happy Felton band and Mary 
Brian on stage. Will chew off about 
$20,500, which is very nice, although 
not quite up to what Buddy Rogers 
and Toby Wing in a p.a. and ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ (RKO) on screen did 
last week when Earle got $21,400. 

Despite such notices as ‘best Shir- 
ley Temple picture ever.’ ‘Heidi’ 
worst Temple pic yet. Fox, which 
used to get two and three week h.o.’s 
on tyke’s films, is groaning with 
$12,000. ; 

‘Double Wedding’ (MG) _ didn’t 
quite make the grade with the crix 
and despite swell Saturday (only 
competish was holdovers) doing 
nothing special at the Stanley with 
$17,000. ‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG) at 
the house last week was pure stuffed 
turkey. Got measly $12,400. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-75)—‘Zenda’ 
(UA) (2d week). Doing so-so biz, 
reflecting rundown b.o. all over 
town. Will draw about $10,000. Hit 
$15,200 in its opening stanza, which 
is pretty good. 

Arcadia (600; 35-40-50)—‘Gay Di- 
vorce’ (RKO). This indie, which 
used to depend on Paramount, suf- 
fering terribly. Trying everything 
from first runs to reissues to pull 
itself out, but no go. Present reissue 
doing about as well as anything re- 
cently with $550 for three days. ‘Life 
of the Party’ (RKO) (2d _ run) 
yanked jin four days on dismal $700. 
‘Sheik Steps Out’ (Rep), despite No- 
varro, flopped with $1,600 in seven 
days. . 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65) — ‘Zola’ 
(WB) (3d week). Time takirg its 
toll and after terrific opening week 
only expected to get $11,000 this 
stanza. Got mediocre $16,200 second 
week. ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) moves 
in tomorrow. 

Earle (3,000; 25-40-55)—‘This Way, 
Please’ (Par) and Happy Felton band 
and Mary Brian on stage. Proving 
vaude isn’t dead, leading ’em all with 
very nice $20,500. Last week ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ (RKO) and Buddy 
Rogers, Toby Wing and Roy Atwell 
in person did even bigger with 
$21,400, 

Fox (2,300; 40-55-65) — ‘Heidi’ 
(20th). New Templer giving- Fox 
a bad turn, only $12,000. Last 
week ‘Life Begins at College’ (20th) 
had miserable second stanza, suffer- 
ing from bad w. of m. Clicked off 
punk $10,000. 

Karlton (1.100; 40-50) —'Women Men 
Marry’ (MG). Slough-off first-run 


+ days for installation of Micophonic 
sound. 


—‘Life of the Party’ 
‘Man Cried Wolf’ (U). 
$1,100. } 
Stranger’ (UA) and ‘Blonde Trouble 
(Par) split with ‘Handy Andy’ (20th) 
and ‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA), 
okay on the front end, $1,500. 


‘Bride Wore Red’ (MG). 
pretty weak here and likely to have 
trouble topping the average, $3,100. 
Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) was a 
honey, $4,700. 


‘Here’s ! 
‘Game That Kills’ (Col) split with 
‘Heart of the Rockies’ © 
‘Jungle Menace’ (Rep-Serial). Good 
for this policy, $950. 
$1,100 with ‘Boots 
(Rep), which is oke. 


Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20) 
(RKO) and 
Average, 


Last week ‘Love from a 


(1,900; 10-25-40)— 


Crawford 


Stuart (LTC) 


Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— 
Flash Casey’ (GN) and 


(Rep). and 


Last week 
and Saddles’ 





Par Suits 








fact that the contract was voted by 
the stockholders, 3,571,056 as against 
11,732. 


only partially granted. Plaintiffs are 
given the right to quiz him retard- 
ing his employment from July a 
1936 to June 15, 1837 and as to the 
terms, conditions and compensation 
paid to him. 


ban to be examined as to the duties 
and work performed by Zukor pur- 
suant to the April agreement and as 
to subject matter relating to that 
agreement, its conditions and execu- 
tion, and the duties to be performed 
by him. 


plain the receipts, 
profits of ‘film operations’ as defined 
in the Apri] agreement received or 
expended by Par from Aug. 1, 1936 
to Dec. 31, 1936 under Zukor’s direc- 
tion, The same questions will re 
asked of the president as to periods 
covered by Zukor contracts up to 
June 15 of this year. 


quiz Balaban as to capital employed 
by Paramount and its subsids in pro- 
duction and distribution and ‘film 
operations’ as defined in the April 
contract or the money and profits 
received by Zukor or money due 
him for services. Also denied were 
matters relating to the sum awarded 





ut into this usual second-run house. 

orst anticipation fully justified. 
Gathering just about $2,000, which 
doesn’t even pay for the oats. ‘High, 
Wide’ (Par) (2d run) last week sad 
at $3,300. 

Keith’s (2,400; 40-50)—‘Life Be- 
gins at College’ (20th) (2d run). Not 
doing so badly, just about an aver- 
age 000. Last week, ‘That Cer- 
tain Woman’ (WB) (2d run) awful 
with $3,600, 

Stanley (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Double 
Wedding’ (MG). Not up to what was 
promised, knocking off only medi- 
ocre $17,000. ‘Bride Wore Red’ 
(MG) scarcely lasted the week out 
last term with miserable $12,400. 


Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Over 
the Goal’ (WB). There’s one every 
football season and crix certainly 
tackled this. Groaning under the 
stress with $3,200. Experiment last 
week of putting ‘Dead End’ (UA) in 
here for second run highly success- 
ful. Clicked off very nice $7,100. 


CLASS POLICY—30C 


‘Can't Have Everything’ Headed For 
$2,700 In Lincoln 


; ; Lincoln, Oct. 19. 

Lost Horizon,’ opening the Kiva to 
a new class policy and doubling its 
old price to 30c. top, is likely to take 
the cream of the week, about $2,000, 
which is excellent for this 440 seat 
house. Running strong-also is ‘You 
Can’t Have Everything’ at the Lin- 
colin. It’s a football weekend and 
cold, so attendance is strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1.200: 10-15)—‘13th 
Guest’ (Mono) and ‘Trail of the 
Lonesome Pine’ (Par) split with 
‘North of the Rio Grande’ (Par) and 
‘Borneo’ (20th). Fair, $900. Last 
week ‘Bride for Henry’ (Mono) and 
‘My Man Godfrey’ (U) split with 
‘Hit The Saddle’ (Rep) and ‘Wind- 
jammer’ (RKO). So-so, $900. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘You Can’t Have Evcrything’ (20th). 
Going very nicely, $2,700 in sight. 
Last week ‘Confession’ (WB), slid 
down at the finale, but was in for 
$2.200, average. 

Kiva (Westland) (440: 10-25-30)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Film did only 
fairly well at roadshow prices, but 
is doing okey on this regular run. 
Will hit $2,000, or thereabouts, very 
good. House has been closed four 
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The move to question Balaban was 


Duties 
Justice Collins also permits Bala- 


Balaban will also be asked to ex- 
expenses and 


The Court denied the request to 





him under Aug. 1, 1936 to Sept. 23, 
1937 contract. 


The plaintiffs cannot quiz Balaban 
as to the $2,500,000 set up on Dec. 
31, 1935 as a film reserve and the 
crediting of that sum to profits of 
1936 from ‘film operations’ as de- 
fined in the April agreement on 
which sum compensation to Zukor 
was computed, 

Judge Collins also bars the rec- 
ords and minutes of the board and 
executive meetings at which the 
Zukor contract was discussed from 
being part of the preliminary exam- 
ination, Balaban or Paramount are 
only required to produce the books 
and records directly relating to the 
phases specified in the examination 
of Balaban, 





Another Egg 
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depreciation of 40 to 50% in six days 
of trading. 

Wall Street’s rolling to a new low 
places financing practically at a 
standstill, forciyt into abeyance 
more than $100,000,000 in potential 
film business underwriting. 

Shuttering of the money market, 
it is feared, may compel one of the 
industry’s weaker firms to. take 
Serious but nevessary emergency 
steps in order to keep afloat. 

Indie producers, now unable to ob- 
tain private capital, are all straining 
to make connections with major film 
firms. 

And, now, more seriously than 
ever, the major firms are concerned 
over the tremendously high negative 
costs, so prevalent in the trade. 

Wiser heads in the leading firms 
know that this must be tackled now. 

The downward flight of security 
prices is the worst in six years. 

On Tuesday (19) losses ran 1-10 
points. Bonds, 1-11 points. 

On Monday (18), stock prices were 
off 2-15 points, and bonds, 1-11 
points. 

One of the refinancing deais of the 
trade under negotiation and now 


held in abeyance on account of mar- 
ket conditions involves around 
$50,000,000. Another in the air is for 
around $40,000,000. The chances are 
also that because of market condi- 
tions, a merger such as RKO and 
United Artists might not be feasible 
at this time. 

Other situations to be put off are 
refinancing deals arranged for Edu- 
cational Pictures and for Republic 
Pictures (Yates). 





Coast Grosses Off 
Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 

Picture grosses in this area showed 
dropoff of an alarming nature since 
early September following peak ad- 
mish takes in August. October biz 
has been spotty with only a few 
houses beating their nut. 

First run and nabe_ theatres 
slumped as much as 40% in Septem-~- 
ber. Topnotch features released in 
August drew heavy trade. Begin- 
ning in September the product, 
while better than average, has not 
been of the socko type, also the pub- 
lic has gotten used to grade A 
product and refuses to be satisfied 
with anything less. Another factor 
is that weather conditions have con- 
tributed to the prosperity of all 
kinds of outdoor sports attractions. 

Picture .company officials who 
have been abroad recently blame the 
drastic slump in film issues on Eu- 
ropean selling. They recalled in- 
stances when trading facilities were 
offered in certain European countries 
for as little as 10% margin, with 
brokers obtaining additional margin 
for their clients through banks, Con- 
sequently, when selling became gen- 
eral and there was no hint of a re- 
bound, this thin margin plus the fact 
that additional funds could not be 
put up repeatedly, brought the ter- 
rific dumping. That is the latest ex- 
planation for the unprecedented 
weakness of amusement shares which 
is ali out of line with current or 
immediate future earning prospects. 





Coin For B’way 
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20th-Century and RKO so far stand- 
ing their ground also. Samuel Gold- 
wyn and Walter Wanger have never 
been party to the anti-legit agree- 
ment. Former is said to yen a flyer 
in legit, while the latter is reported 
holding a share of Arthur Hopkins’ 
production of ‘Blow Ye Winds,’ at 
the Longacre, N. Y. Warners financed 
last week’s floppo, ‘Wise Tomorrow,’ 
but that was not under the Dram- 
atist Guild setup. WB is also pre- 
paring several for Broadway this 
season. Warners and Paramount also 
have London legit production setups. 

Sidney R. Fleischer, attorney rep- 
resenting the Guild, returned to New 
York last week after a brief sales 
jaunt to the Coast. He reported he 
had not completed any sales on the 
scripts he took with him, covering 52 
Broadway productions of the last 
two seasons, but that studios are 
‘interested’ in 24 of the plays. Sev- 
eral of the 24 are being considered 
by more than one studio—there are 
a total of 35 copies being read. In 
other cases studios are reconsider- 
ing previous play reports in which 
they had lost interest. Fleischer ex- 
pects at least a few sales to result 
from his trip. 

While the attorney failed to note 
any signs that Hollywood is prepar- 
ing to abandon its anti-Dramatist 
Guild stand, he expressed the opin- 
ion that there is nothing in the con- 
tract that couldn’t be ironed out ina 
discussion by reasonable people. 

~ Col’s Three Plays 

Meanwhile, Columbia is going 
ahead with its legit production plans. 
D. A. Doran, in charge of the ven- 
ture for Harry Cohen, Col prez, is 
interviewing producers, directors and 
scene designers. He has three scripts 
he likes and which he will submit to 
Cohn for final approval. Expects to 
be ready to go ahead in about eight 
wecks. 

Columbia’s idea, in going back into 
the legit field, is to follow a long- 
haul policy. Studio will not try to 
use legit as a tryout for film scripts, 
but will attempt to make money on 
legit production itself. May ulti- 
mately use summer theatres for try- 
outs and may even develop a small 
group of legit players under con- 


The Girls’ Eye View 7 


By Marian Squire 





‘Life Begins at College’—and the Ritzes 
‘Life Begins’ with the Ritz Bros. and Nat Pendleton as a strong silent 
Indian with $10,000 a day for the riotous Ritzes to help him spend. So 
never mind the plot, or any minor discrepancies. 
It’s one of those ‘two minutes to win for dear old Alma Mammy’ and a 
nefarious plot throwing the football star, Pendleton, out of the season's 
most important game. Bob Hayner (Dick Baldwin) breaks his collarbone 
in the big game, and is led from the field clutching his knee—or maybe 
he didn’t hear his fellow players say it was the collarbone he broke. 
Gloria Stuart, as Coach Fred Stone’s daughter, heroines for Baldwin, 
and Joan Marsh is the vixen who hatches the plot to throw Pendleton out 
of the game. 
There seems to be no good reason why Miss Marsh should have a south- 
ern accent, and as a matter of could fact she hasn’t. Whoever wished it on 
her didn’t wish quite hard enough. 
Leaving out the Ritz lunacies (please don’t) comedy centers on Joan 
Davis’ frantic efforts to annex Pendleton and his determined efforts to 
escape her amorous clutches. 
There is the usual number of chorus co-eds, but there is a slight depar- 
ture from the regular college routine in the matter of wardrobe. No 
evening things, even for the ubiquitous college dance. Simple, one-piece 
frocks with ingenuous round collars and narrow belts are practically 
a uniform. 
‘Sweet Varsity Sue,’ a catchy number faintly reminiscent of ‘Betty Co-ed,’ 
is pleasingly rendered by Tony Martin, and the popular Ed Thorgersen 
takes the part of himself, announcing the big game. 

Roxy’s Badminton and Bad Colors 

Badminton is the feature of the Roxy stage presentation, with a fast 
game played by English champions Kenneth Davidson and Thelma Kings- 
bury, and Jack Negley play-by-play announcing. Miss Kingsbury makes 
her entrance in a fitted green satin coat and strip-for-action to white satin 
shirt and shorts. 

Atmosphere is set by a badminton dance routine by the Gae Foster Girls 
(using pingpong racquets), and wearing the most violently antagonistic 
shades of green and blue ever assembled. Darker than electric blue satin 
slacks and moldy-green blouses. 

They make up for the color calamity in the finale when they wear 
rhinestone leotards, with black, circular, hip-length jackets for half the 
girls, and bright red for the rest with matching mortarboard hats. 

The Trado Twins supply the comedy, and specialty dances are taken care 
of by ‘Peg-leg’ Bates and the Stuart-Morgan Dancers, The tiny girl mem- 


ber of the adagio outfit gets tossed about in a white satin leotard with short 
puffed sleeves. 





‘Alcatraz Island’ Has Little Grim About It 
‘Stone walls do not a prison make,’ and neither do they make a motion 
picture—not even with a bit of murder, kidnapping and underworld 
double-dealing thrown in. Some of everything is thrown in ‘Alcatraz 
Island’ and it all lands with a very dull thud, indeed. 
John Litel is not as bad a crook as the authorities think he is, but 
he’s some kind of a racketeer and as such talks ‘dese, dem and dose’ 
when he remembers not to be cultered. Dark-haired Mary McGuire is his 
daughter, and blonde Ann Sheridan occupies a rather anomalous heart- 
interest position in his life. 
For a little girl ignorant of her father’s past and gently reared in a 
strict and exclusive girls’ finishing school, Miss McGuire proves maturely 
tolerant, and resourceful in emergencies. 

Ann Sheridan presides over Litel’s entertainments in a sleek black 

evening gown with enormous rhinestone clips at the shoulder straps, and 
wears a tiny turban with yards of opaque black veiling draped under 
her pretty chin and falling to the hips, to see her man sentenced to the 
jug. Miss McGuire attempts her father’s rescue in simple frocks with 
short boleros and short circular capes. 
Gordon Oliver is assigned: the task of sending Litel to prison, and then 
getting him out again after he has fallen in love with Litel’s daughter. 
An odd circumstance in view of the fact that Miss McGuire has very 
recently stated that she has now reached the age of 15. A remark, by 
the way, which caused much audience-merriment. Not that Miss McGuire 
is by any means elderly, but viewers are semi-hysterical at this point 
and ready to laugh at anything...including a mysterious flashback of 
Ben Welden, which must be an accident, as it it is totally unrelated to 
the action. 

At any rate, you don’t have to worry about getting emotionally upset 
at ‘Alcatraz Island’ in spite of its grim title. 





‘The Bride (Who) Wore Red’ Wears Exotic Rags 

Somewhere in ‘The Bride Wore Red’ there’s a line to tie up the title, 
otherwise the monicker has little to do with Molnar’s ‘The Girl from 
Trieste.” Joan Crawford and Franchot Tone wander around in front of 
gobs of gorgeous scenery, philosophizing by the yard, and Miss Crawford 
finally deserts a tinsel life for Tone’s cosy mountain cabin. This, in spite 
of the fact that she has to walk out on Robert Young, and after seeing Tone 
in the short pants Tyrolean costume, too. 

Adrian is turned loose on Miss Crawford’s wardrobe, and she appears 
in enough shine and glitter to keep the femme fans interested. First shot 
of her is in a waterfront cafe, singing and looking like a starving ghost 
in a low-cut black evening gown. 

Fortunes change and so does Miss Crawford—to a fitted velvet coat with 
huge fluffy fur collar, a satin negligee with billowing ostrich sleeves. a 
sheer white evening gown with wide ruffles down the back, a lace mantilla 
and fan—and various mountain-climbing tailoreds with sensible but very 
unbecoming flatheeled shoes. 

Perhaps there are more exotic women on the screen, but Billie Burke 
remains consistently the prettiest and most feminine. And it can’t be just 
the sheeer ruffles that decorate most of her gowns. She’s at her femininity 
catty best in a black net jacket with ruffles all around. A white suit with 
cutaway peasant embroidered bolero is just her type, and so is a long, 
full-skirted gown with tiny jacket and a devastating sailor hat. 

Tone, as the Tyrolean postman who always rings twice, makes off with 
Miss Crawford, leaving Robert Young to his fiancee, Lynn Carver. A 
black velvet portrait dinner gown worn with pearl Juliet cap, does a lot 
for Miss Carver's girlish attractiveness. 

Mary Phillips does nice work as Miss Crawford’s reformed pal of water- 
front days, and ‘Count’ George Zucco and ‘Admiral’ Reginald Owen do 
much to liven the proceedings. 





‘Victoria’ (Neagle) Discusses Kings 
A profusion of liquid refreshment and an unusual absence of fanfare 
marked British star Anna Neagle’s ‘audience’ with the press at No. 21 
last week. Blonde Miss Neagle joined the gathering of scribes unobtru- 





tract, somewhat on the stock com- 
pany idea. Plan also is to develop 
pic talent in legit shows. 

If and when Hollywood formally 
drops the Dramatist Guild boycott, 
the result may or may not be an im- 
mediate rush of film money into 
Broadway legit. Since the stock 
market has turned out to be a pre- 
season turkey, all money for produc- 
tion has tightened up. That is ad- 
vanced as the prime reason for the 
unusually late season. On the other 
hand, it is argued that there is no 
lack of money for worthwhile scripts. 





sively, wearing a simple black street dress, round black hat and hip- 
‘length summer ermine jacket. Occasion being a reminder thai Miss 
| Neagle’s latest Wilcox-directed, made-in-England picture, ‘Victoria the 
Great,’ will follow ‘Stage Door’ into Radio City Music Hall. 

Miss Neagle seemed modest about her work, but animatedly discussed 
the king situation in her native land. England, she says, is entirely happy 
with King George. He's the perfect king type, and thought of Edward 
inspires only sorrow in the British breast. 

After following ‘Victoria’ about to its various ‘premieres’ from Ottawa. 
Canada, to Hollywood, Miss Neagle plans to return to England to ae 
‘Peter Pan’ on the stage. 

Vital statistics department: Miss Neagle is very slim, five feet four, 
wears her blonde hair in massed curls at the back of her small head, 
‘and with the entire 21 bar at her disposal, moved serenely about, s-pping 
orange juice. 
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Grover Jones and Chas. Brackett Gag 


Screen Writer 





Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


Hearing of the screen writers be- 
fore the National Labor Relations 
Board on Monday (18) developed 
into a prolonged comedy routine 
when Grover Jones. took the floor. 
Scribbler traced his own career, 
punctuated with facetious remarks, 
from a coal miner to a film scenar- 
ist. He remarked ‘most screen writ- 
ers are lice when it comes down to 
honor.’ 

‘As a matter of fact most people 
in the picture business aren’t sure 
of themselves,’ Jones continued. ‘A 
man who buys a story is inclined to 


+ 





buy a printed story because he feels | 
someone else passed on it before he | 
did. Then he blindly hands it to, 
the next man in line, hoping that a| 
miracle will be performed. This} 
man in turn hands it to somebody | 
else with same thought. In time | 
they call in a writer and give him | 
the assignment. Writer takes it, | 
doesn’t know what it’s all about, but | 
hopes for the same thing. He hands 
it to the director who is in the same | 
state of mind. 

' ‘If it is a good picture his reac- 
tions invariably are the same unless | 
he is a real outstanding director. 
When he comes out of the preview | 
and stands in lobby he is quite non- 
chalant and says, ‘Yes, it is a nice 
little picture.’ Probably only cost 
$2,000,000 and had 12 stars in it. 

Charles Brackett, Screen Writers 
Guild vice-president, testified that 
he had received $50,000 from Para- 
mount last year, but that none of 
his stories were produced, further 
adding to the comedy sessions. 

In answer to query Brackett de- 
clared that writers feared to join 
the Screen Writers Guild until after 
the Wagner Act was passed, insur- 
ing them against trouble. He also 
made reference to alleged pressure 
on the: part of producers and stated 
that many members who quit the 
Guild charged that the SWG was 
operated by the Authors League in 
N. Y., and was dominated on the 
Coast by radicals. In latter Brac- 
kett mamed Ernest Pascal, John 
Howard Lawson, Oliver H. D. Gar- 
rett and Ralph Block as those to 
whom he made reference. 

Definition of what constitutes a 
screen writer was given before the 
National Labor Relations Board 
hearing last week as any person 
employed in writing for motion pic- 
ture production. Witness was Brian 
Marlow, veteran screen writer, who 
cited as his authority the by-laws 
of the Screen Writers Guild adopted 
in 1933. ; 

Any scripter who works for a 
regular studio or as a freelancer 
was declared at that time to be eli- 
gible for membership in SWG. Writ- 
also is eligible if unemployed, 
provided he has received a screen 
credit in the last 18 months. 

SWG is petitioning the NLRB to} 
bh ve itself declared the official bar- 
Zaining agent for screen writers in | 
negotiating with the producers. | 
Hearings are being conducted by | 
Examiner William R. Ringer. 

Marlow, recalled to testify the 
following day after defining. status 
of a screen writer, testified that the 
customary working hours of a writer 
are from 10 am. to 5 p.m., with 
many writers doing much of their 
work at home. He said he joined 

@ Guild because of the threatened 

% wage cut in 1933. 

Sheridan Gibney, Warner writer, 
testified he had had some arguments 
with producers but minor ones. He 
Said the producers have the final 
Say as to writing of scripts. 

Credits Determining Factor 


Jack Natteford, 19 years in the 
biz, testified as a freelance writer 
and said writers never have au- 
thority to fire anybody or to hire 
Other writers. Standing and salaries 

writers are determined by their 
screen credits, he said. 

Sherman Lowe, 10 years a writer, 
said he went from $85 a week at Re- 
Public to $150 at Warners. At the 
atier studio he not only has a com- 
ortable chair but a couch as well— 
Yhich he does not use. 

Probability is that as soon as hear- 
ngs are concluded on the SWG case, 
that of the Screen Directors Guild 
will get under way. William Walsh, | 
Special attorney for the NLRB, is | 
Working on the hearings. Member- 
Stip of SDG has been polled and 
ound to be 100% behind the de- 
mand of the Guild heads for an 
greement with the producers that 
Will include directors, assistant di- | 
Tectors and unit managers. Frank 

‘pra, who had been mentioned as 





— 











Hearings at NLRB 


RESERVE DECISION IN 
$100,000 SUIT VS. 20TH 


Twentieth Century-Fox in an 
answer to the $100,000 plagiarism suit 
brought by Crosby George, author, 
in N. Y. supreme court over the pic- 
ture title, ‘Little Miss Nobody’ as- 
serts that plaintiff did not originate 
the title as he claims. Not only that 
but the corporation contends that 
‘Crosby George’ is not a person in 
fact and therefore has no status as a 
complainant, Twentieth claims that 








| ‘Crosby George’ is a pseudonym used 


by George and Rose Sinberg. 
George admits his right name is 
Sinberg, but that he has been using 
the pen name since 1922. He asserts 
he submitted his story, ‘Little Miss 
Nobody’ to 20th in 1931 but it was 
rejected. Later 20th produced Fred- 
erick Hazlett Brennan’s story, ‘The 
Matron’s Report’ under the disputed 


title. Judge William T. Collins on 
Monday (18) reserved decision on 
20th’s move for dismissal of the 
action. 





3D DIMENSION 
ALL SET, SMPE 
TOLD IN N. Y. 


Third-dimension sound, demon- 
strated at the fall meeting of the 
Society of Motion Picture Engineers 
last week in N, Y., will go into regu- 
lar production of pictures as soon as 
film companies desire it and feel 
that the cost is justified, J. P. Max- 
field, of Electrical Research Products, 
indicated after describing the new 
invention. It was perfected after 
years of Bell Lab and Erpi research. 

It was Maxfield’s belief that ulti- 
mate naturalness in films will be ac- 
complished only when color stereo- 
scopic (third-dimension) photog- 
raphy and the new third-dimension 
sound method are combined. Other 
official at the SMPE meeting ex- 
press the opinion that third-dimen- 
sional sight and sound will arrive 
simultaneously, and only when the 
industry is able to bear additional 
financial burdens. 





CONTRACTS 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Yacht Club boys signatured new 
pact with Paramount calling for four 
pictures next year. 

Roger Converse's 
grabbed up at Metro. 

Paul Guilfoyle drew a new ticket 
at RKO with a pay boost. 

Elinor Davenport moves up from 
Beverly Hills little theatre to 20th- 
Fox playing termer. 

Frederick Hazlitt Brennan signa- 
tured new scripting ticket at Para- 
mount. 

Virginia Van Upp’s scribbling pact 
torn up for a new one at Paramount. 

Bonita Granville’s new contract 
with Hal Roach approved by the 
L. A. superior court. 

Eddie Moran's option tilted by Hal 
Roach. 

Sidney Fields’ option exercised at 
20th-Fox. 

20th-Fox picked up option on John 
Patrick, writer. 

Beverly Higgins signatured Metro 

i termer. 
Oramchet Tone started his fifth 
year at Metro on an option pickup. 

June Lang’s option picked up for 
one-year term at 20th-Fox. 


player option 





opp .ing aims of SDG, denied this 
was so and said he was backing SDG 
to the limit. 

Sereen Actors Guild is clamping 
down the lid on membership ex- 
pansion, insisting that applicants for 
membership in the junior division 
submit proof that they are employed. 

Charles Brackett, v.p. of SWG, 
told the NLRB representatives that 
SWG has not yet obtained autonomy 
from the Authors League of America 

' asserted that SWG membership 
has been curtailed under producer 
pressure. Several SWG members, 
Brackett said, had admitted ‘ratting 
on the organization because. fearing 
loss of their livelihood. P 





WB Publicity Shuffle 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

First of several additions to the 
Warner studio publicity staff re- 
ported about to be made is Francis 
Albertini, New York sports writer 
formerly attached to Madison Square 
Garden, 

Other additions will be announced 
with the arrival here of Robert Tap- 
linger, new publicity chief, around 
Nov. 1. 








Bob Taplinger and Tom Fizdale, 
successor to his radio press-agentry 
biz, are celebrating the occasion to- 
morrow (Thursday) with a cock- 
tailery in the penthouse apartment 
of the CBS building in N. Y. Tap- 
linger then departs for the Coast. 


Revivals in Fresh 
Boom as Extended 
Runs Delay New Pix 





Lengthy runs of top, new season 
product and delay in getting the 
better current features to inde- 
pendent neighborhood theatres, has 
prompted numerous exhibitors to 
try revivals in an effort to bolster up 
the box office. Check this week re- 
vealed that 35-50 films of previous 
years are scheduled to play during 
the current week with some 25 bet- 
ter-known film theatres set to run 
one or more such productions. 

List of revivals includes ‘After the 
Thin Man,’ ‘Adventure in Manhat- 
tan,’ ‘The Clairvoyant,’ ‘Escapade,’ 
‘Fury,’ ‘Footlight Parade,’ ‘Forsaking 
All Others,’ ‘The G-Man,’ ‘Ghost 
Goes West,’ ‘Hell Divers,’ ‘Hard to 
Handle, ‘Fugitive From Chain 
Gang,’ ‘If You Could Only Cook,’ ‘If 
I Had a Million,’ ‘Imitation of Life,’ 
‘Kid Millions, ‘Man Who Broke 
Bank’ at Monte Carlo,’ ‘Peter Ibbet- 
son,’ ‘Milky Way,’ ‘Pigskin Parade,’ 
‘Rain,’ ‘Professional Soldier,’ ‘Spirit 
of Notre Dame, ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
‘Scarlet Pimpernel,’ “Thanks. a Mil- 
lion,’ ‘Street Scene,’ “Theodora Goes 
Wild,’ ‘The Virginian,’ ‘Trader Horn,’ 
‘Viva Villa’ and ‘Winterset.’ 


CONN LISTS 16 PIX 
FOR AMB RELEASE 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Maurice Conn is back from New 
York with production announce- 
ments on 16 pictures to be made for 
Ambassador's new releasing pro- 
gram, with the Donald Novis-Grace 
Bradley co-starrer, ‘Sweethearts in 
Springtime,’ first on the list. 

Wynne Gibson and Lyle Talbot 
will be co-featured in ‘Strong Arm 
Squad’ and one other. Four have 
been assigned to Frankie Darro and 
Kane Richmond: ‘Boss of China- 
town,’ ‘Song of the Gunman,’ ‘Young 
and Restless’ and ‘He Had to Fight.’ 

Four others have been allocated to 
Gene Austin and Candy and Coco, 
these being ‘Calling All Marines,’ 
‘Highway Patrol,’ ‘The Navy Goes 
to Town’ and ‘Missing Squadron.’ 
Another set includes four musical 
gallopers to feature Kermit May- 
nard; ‘Range War,’ ‘Rawhide and 
Dynamite,’ ‘Boss of the Rocky Can- 
yon’ and ‘Phantom Horseman.’ Also, 
two Jack London stories, ‘Port of 
Hunted Men’ and ‘Gold Coast Rose,’ 
are on the program. 

Roster of players includes, besides 
those mentioned, Cyril McLaglen, 
Molly Lamont, Robert Warwick, Jack 
LaRue, Sally O’Neil, Lois Lindsey, 
Guinn Williams and Stepin Fetchit, 








Young Plugs In 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

With Lou Young set to start ‘Tele- 
phone Operator’ at Monogram this 
week, preparations for ‘The Port of 
Missing Girls,’ to be turned out also 
by Young, are nearing completion. 
Marion Orth is screenplaying the 
latter, 

New Jack Randall singing western, 
‘Danger Valley,’ has been washed up 
and the first E. B. Derr production 
for Monogram, ‘County Fair,’ got un- 
der way with Howard Bretherton 
directing. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Metro has bought Rian James’ 
novel, ‘Not Made in Heaven,’ with 


a background of the Reno divorce 
mill. 
Screen rights to ‘Glitter,” by Kath- 
arine Brush, bought by Warners. 
Erich Kestner’s novel, “The Men 
and the Snow,’ aequired by Metro. 


Here's a Neat Little Washup Bill 
For Roxy Mess, 6066, Mostly Attys. 


——s 





Greek Password 





Salt Lake City, Oct. 19. 
Maybe there’s something to 
that Greek fraternity ballyhoo. 
Jolly Rawlings, 19, son of a 
local official of a _ telegraph 
company, abandoned his studies 
at the University of Utah for 
Hollywood. Unsuccessful in sev- 
eral attempts to break into pic- 


tures, youth followed John 
Boles home. Player listened to 
youth’s hard luck yarn and 


promised him a job when he 
revealed that he was a fra- 
ternity brother. 

Now Beta Theta Pi Rawlings 
is Boles’ stand-in at Par, in 
‘Yellow Nightingale.’ 


FRENCH PIX NOW 
TOP RUSSE 
INN. ¥. 


Growth in popularity of French 
language features in recent months 
reached new peak this week, with 
six imports from France playing in 
downtown N. Y. theatres. Trend 
towards French films, which doubt- 
lessly received impetus from the 
success about a year ago of ‘La 
Kermesse Heroique’ (‘Carnival in 
Flanders’) has extended to the 
Bronx and other nabes, with the 
Ascot, in uptown New York, being 
the largest in that locale regularly 
using this type of foreign language 
production. Three Bronx houses 
now play French-made pix. 

By landing in six name N. Y. the- 
atres, the French productions this 
week now lead the metropolitan 
field, even topping Russian imports, 
which were scheduled in five houses. 
Six houses and the films are Bel- 
mont, with ‘Lucrezia Borgia’; Film- 
arte, ‘Mayerling’; 55th St. Cinema, 
‘Club de Femmes’; Midtown theatre, 
with ‘The Golem’; the President, 
with ‘Crime et Chatiment’ and ‘Last 
Millionaire’ (last half), and Cinema 
de Paris, with ‘Le Lieutenant Sou- 
riant.’ All but last have English sub- 
titles. 

‘Mayerling’ is receiving additional 
attention in the east just now, with 
a booking in New Haven and an- 
other in Newark. 

The fact that Danielle Darrieux 
is now in Hollywood preparing for 
her initial picture with Universal— 
that Annabella is on her way to the 
Coast to start work on her first 20th- 
Fox film in America, and other 
French players are in U. S., doubt- 
lessly have focused attention on pro- 
ductions made in France with Pari- 
Sian stars, 


Kinzler to Kayton-Spero 
Ad Agency on 20th Acct. 


The Buchanan Agency, formerly 
Hanff-Metzger, loses the 20th-Fox ad 
account Nov. 1, when 20th swings 
over to the Kayton-Spero agency 
and, on the change, carries the Roxy, 
which it recently acquired, over with 
it. Roxy has been placing its adver- 
tising direct, 

Coincident with the transfer of 
agencies, Morris L. Kinzler, for sev- 
eral years publicity and advertising 
director at the Roxy, joins Kayton- 
Spero as its represetnative in charge 
of the 20th-Roxy advertising. Homer 
mon of St. Louis was named to 
Kinzler’s present job, but the post 
will be of less importance in the 
future, 

Two weeks ago Buchanan hired 
Rodney Bush, eastern rep for Walter 
Wanger, to join Nov. 1 as contact on 
the 20th account that’s now lost. 
Buchanan continues to service Par- 
amount and the Fabian. theatres 
chain, with result Bush’s duties may 
be switched to these accounts, 























KID KNICKERBOCKER 


Hollywood, Oct, 19. 
Tom Kilpatrick is working on an 
original yarn at Paramount dealing 
with the early history of New York. 
| Dale Van Every is supervising the 
| job. 

















Attorneys, brokers, appraisers and 
banks swamped N, Y. federal court 
clerk with last-minute requests for 
fees for services in connection with 
the Roxy theatre (N, Y.) reorganiza- 
tion proceedings. On Friday (15) 
and Saturday (16), the last days of 
filing their requests, a total of 25 
petitions, aggregating $605,906, were 


filed. Judge Francs G. Caffey set 
Nov. 19 for a hearing on the re- 
quests, 


The largest allowance asked was 
made by Howard S. Cullman, the 
theatre’s trustee for four and one- 
half years. His demand was for 
$120,000, in addition to $80,000 he 
had previously been granted. Cull- 
man’s term of trusteeship wound up 
Sept. 2, when 20th Century-Fox took 
over control of the theatre. 


Cullman’s final report on the thea- 
tre, covering a period from Decem- 
ber, 1932, to Sept. 2, last, revealed 
that more than 17,000,000 had paid 
admission to the theatre, to the tune 
of $7,975,586. During that time the 
overhead totaled $7,561,445, which, 
with other minor disbursements, left 
a net profit of $405,495. The former 
trustee reported there was $421,446 
cash on hand. 

Cullman informed Judge Caffey 
that to his knowledge there was 
about $47,318 due to claimants. He 
does not know the addresses of most 
of them. He asked the court to 
direct that this money be turned over 
to the bondholders should the claim- 
ants not be located within 30 days. 
Judge Caffey denied the request, and 
directed the sum be impounded by 
the clerk until such a time as the 
court may decide its final disposi- 
tion. 

Claimants 


Besides the Cullman request, other 
allowances sought included: 

Roxy Gold Noteholders Commit- 
tee, $27,297; Beekman, Bogue & 
Leak, attorneys for bondholders, 
$25,497; Pounds Bondholders Com- 
mittee, $60,712; White & Case, attor- 
neys, $66,565; Milton H. Ruben, Roxy 
attorney, $5,000; Thomas Ryan, attor- 
ney, $3,500; Carl Erikson, real estate 
broker, $50,952; Hoffman & Hoffman, 
bondholders’ attorneys, $2,500; 
George N. Garrson and the Roemer- 
Kenny Realty Co., who claim they 
were responsible in bringing about 
negotiations which finally resulted in 
Oth taking over the Roxy, $58,692; 
Proskauer, Rose & Paskus, Cullman 
attorneys, $50,209, in addition to $62,- 
000 they had already received; Bar- 
row, Wade & Guthrie, accountants, 
$13,434; Daniel W. Blumenthal, at- 
torney, $12,500; Continental Bank & 
Trust Co., trustee under the new 
mortgage, $15,252, 

Also Ira Goldstein, appraiser for 
Class A_ stockholders, $2,050; Leon 
Fleischman, appraiser, $2,500; Mar- 
shall, Bratter & Seligson, attorneys 
for the Tipton Bondholders’ Commit- 
tee, $10,102; Miller, Owen, Optis & 
Bailly, attorneys for the Pounds 
Committee, $20,000; Tipton Commit- 
tee, $5,391; Epstein & Goodman, at- 
torneys, $350; Wise, Shepard, Hough- 
ton & Hoffman, attorneys for Conti- 
nental Bank, $20,000; Manufacturers 
Trust Co., as depository for bond- 
holders, $15,151; Milbank, Tweed, 
Hope & Webb, attorneys for Chase 
National Bank as mortgage trustee, 
$5,082; the Chase Bank, $3,270, and 
Kramer & Kleinfeld, Class A stock- 
holders’ attorney, $10,727. 

These amounts include in most 
cases expenses and disbursements. 





Cullman’s Tax Rap 


Howard S. Culiman, trustee of the 
Roxy Theatre Corp., was directed 
last week by Federal Judge Francis 
G. Caffey to pay the Government 
$2,760, plus 6% interest since Jan- 
uary, 1931, for income tax for that 
year. 

Internal Revenue Collector 
sued for $7,969, 


had 





Pathe’s Face-Lift 


Pathe Filmi making improvements 
in its New York bulding for Pathe 
News, Inc. Ninth floor exec offices 
will be air-conditioned and editorial 
offices on the 11th also will get the 
filter, Improvements, according to 
Fred Ullman, general manager, will 
cost $70,000. 

An air-conditioned lab will alsc be 
built for Pathe News on the 12th 
floor. Modernization of quarters ine 


cludes building of 10 new film vaults, 
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Tramps Warren Hymer, Stanley Fields |the two leading characters wi Comedy with songs that’s more ing distance of her, while the other| Bush league production of a keen- 
Captain avesee.cacceseeresces Paul Hurst |strike much sympathy among the lotias Oe  eaenie ane girl, not for Boles or his money, is} edged story, with a crackling per- 
Radio Announcer ..... ‘so pe general run of audiences. Entertain- entertaining than average Margot Grahame. Both are excellent| formance by Lynne Overman. Will 
: ouglas yon . 7 < - j safe i 5 . . . : i 
Selim ... cevseeeeeeneees Douglas Fields | ment kick almost wholly depends on | can solo it safely in many spots. lin their respective assignments, but| be a toughie to sell because of in- 
Assistant Director ....+.-+- . Sidney stick hich tud | ; d | p 5 : ; 
Chief Councilor .. | Ferdinand Gottschalk |the slapstick sequences which stud || Strong for duals. in this case they are more important | suffish nameage, but w. of m. may 
Doctor .seccceeeseeeerseeees Charles Lane | the earlier reels, Once the kidding | ‘Dangerously Yours’ (20th). as a means toward an end, and that} help. Title is a bloomer. 
Bost vn ccsswseoevesenicns Pearl Twins) stops and the proceedings go sheer Jewel thief meller that tacks end is comedy, laughs, travesty, Cynical yarn with a flock of un- 
ERR problem-play the interest wanes novelty. expecied twists, dealing with black- 
Eddie Cantor returns to the screen as a better than average dualer. 


.in an elaborately produced filmusical 
which satirizes the New Deal poli- 
cies, politicians and politics. Assum- 
ing that the mass population of 
America which patronizes the pic- 
ture theatres is ready to laugh at 
recent and current nipups in Wash- 


ington, then ‘Ali Baba’ is due for a| 


smashing domestic boxoffice career. 
If Darryl F. Zanuck has overshot 
the mark of timeliness, the attrac- 
tion still possesses appealing and 
popular assets in the draw of its 
star, the first class quality of its mu- 
sical numbers, some _ entertaining 
specialties and its generous terpsi- 
chorean interpolations. In the for- 
eign field the story appeal is prob- 
lematical, but its other virtues 
should get it by abroad. 

Production has size, camera nov- 
elties and mechanical sleight-of- 
hand. Finale introduces a magic fly- 
ing rug bearing Cantor over cities 
and plains. 3 

Picture opens with Cantor on his 
way to Hollywood in a freight car. 
He is an autograph fiend eager to 
meet the glamorous stars in the 
studios. Tossed from his quarters 
by a couple of tramps, he runs 
smack into a large desert picture-set 
where an Arabian Nights film is 
being made. Pressed into service 
as an extra, he takes an overdose 
of pills and falls asleep. Thereafter 
the fantasy of the film story takes 
on reality in his dreams. 

Dramatic devices employed by the 
writers to create the retrospect have 
been used many times, and in this 
instance they are obvious and blat- 
ant. Amusing twists develop, how- 
ever, when Cantor finds himself in 
old Bagdad arid is appointed prime 
minister to the Sultan. Latter has 
domestic, political and economic 
problems to solve. Cantor provides 
the answers by adapting the Roose- 
veltian New Deal. The alphabetical 
formula is a success. Relief stations 
for the idle are organized, the rich 
are taxed to support the poor, 
bridges are built to span imaginary 
rivers, and the impending insurrec- 
tion is prevented. 

Within the limitless confines of 
such a plot nearly anything can 
happen and almost everything does. 
David Butler, the director, has 
wisely placed not too much confi- 
dence in the satiric features of the 
story but has stressed the musical 
and terp numbers. Of these Gordon 


and Revel supply a fast movement 


called ‘Swing is Here to Stay,’ which 


Cantor sings with the assistance of 


the rotund Peters Sisters. Jeni Le 
Gon does a lightning tap. 

Another good number is supplied 
by the Raymond Scott Quintet in 
their version of ‘Twilight in Turkey,’ 
already on the platters. There’s a 
moonlight serenade sung by Tony 
Martin, and Cantor has a good time 
with ‘Laugh Your Troubles Away,’ 

Only time Cantor is off the screen 
is when the main titles are flashed. 
He gives a characteristic Cantor per- 
formance of sustained animation. In 
support, he has a good cast which 
includes Roland Young as the Sultan. 
Louise Hovick (Gypsy Rose Lee), 
as a heavy heavy, plus Douglas 
Dumbrille and Alan Dinehart. June 
Lang and Tony Martin provide the 
heart interest. 

The sets are big and hundreds 
of extras are in some of the ex- 
terior scenes. Studio gave the pic- 
toe everything in the production 
ag. 

It has been more than two years 
since Cantor last appeared in films 
but he has been out front among 
radio favorites during that time. ‘Ali 
Baba’ presents him more to his char- 
acter as a one-time musical comedy 
star than any of his previous films. 

Flin. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. , 

Grand National switched ‘Mr. 

Boggs Buys a Barrel’ to ‘Mr. Boggs 
Stens Out.’ 

Tag of Sol Lesser’s Bobby Breen 





starrer, ‘Stowaways in Paradise,’ 
now is ‘Hawaii Calls.’ 
‘Short Haul,’ Harold Shumate 


production at Republic, goes to the 
theatres tagged ‘Born to Be Wild.’ 
Metro’s one-reeler, “The Booth 
Mystery,’ has been transmogrified to 
‘The Man in the Barn.’ 
Title of Radio’s ‘Love In a Base- 
ment’ switched to ‘Living on Love.’ 








badly. Despite these handicaps, the 
pulling power of Robert Montgom- 


ery and Rosalind Russell should suf- 


the box office. 

For this curious charade Miss Rus- 
sell is posed as a demure, self-effac- 
ing society girl who becomes attract- 
ed to the Bohemian life and outlook | 
of Montgomery, an artist,and nudges | 
him into marriage. Sharing a one- 
room siudio and living quarters in 
an East Side walkup and living a 
hand-to-mouth existence provides 
her with all the happiness she wants. 
It’s a perfect camaraderie and ro- 
mance until the bug of material suc- 
cess bites him. She resents his com- 
plete submission to the chase for 
wealth and the favors of society, but 
after a brief separation he realizes 
that not only has he developed into 
a heel, but the creative knack has 
left him, and there is a reconcilia- 
tion. It is this reconciliation. scene 
which accounts for about the only 
real emotional bit in the film. 

Montgomery and Miss Russell have 
no difficulty in drumming up lots 
of acting appeal in the lighter phases 
of their roles, but the script and di- 
rection prove too much of them in 
the sequence that purport to paint 
the tragedy of success and wealth. 
The team hit it off particularly well 
in the several adroitly contrived bits 
of slanstick. One bit that should reg- 
ister handily is that dealing with the 
rough going-over given a prying re- 
porter and also an elite art dealer 
who is mistaken for another of the 
same clen. 

Bob Benchley plays the part of 
family friend and perennial moocher 
in the Montgomery-Russell menage, 
and when he isn’t pitching laughs 
he’s there winning ’em over with his 
dogged and somewhat pathetic 
loyalty. As the interloper who per- 
sists in steering the artist into society | 
and managing his affairs, Helen Vin- 
son has little to do but dress swank- 
ily and simulate dumbness. Monty 
Woolley gets amply more than pass- 
ing attention from his characteriza- 
tion of the toney, but straight-talk- 
ing art dealer. Odec. 








THE AWFUL TRUTH 


(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia release of Leo McCarey-Fverett 
Riskin production. Stars Irene Dunne, 
Cary Grant, Features Ralph Bellamy, 
Robert Allen, Cecil Cunningham, Alexander 
D'Arcy. Directed by Leo McCarey. Screen- 
play by Vina Delmar from play by Arthur 





Richman. Songs, Ben Oakland, Milton 
Drake; camera, Joseph Walker. Previewed 
in Projection Room, N. Y., Oct. 13, '37. 
Running time, 90 mins, 

SOR AV ARTINGR. 60 csssecccssees Trene Dunne 
Bog * ee eee Cary Grant 
Daniel Leeson.......cccceses Ralph Bellamy 
Armand Duvalle Alerander D’Arcy 
PE , MON wows cceeceess Cecil Cunningham 
MOEROR VONGCC, .vccsccccvcde Molly Lamont 
Me. LlOROR i... 6 Cccccessdds Esther Dale 
Toots Binswanger. ...cccccess Joyce Compton 
Frank Randall........ geese... Robert Allen 
Bars VANCE. «sc saces ececece «.- Robert Warwick 
BERG, “VENER s 60 65 oho 500 eekedées Mary Forbes 
Lord Fahian....... @ Ue eecceee Claud Allister 
ERGY WORM es os cgicecdctis vcs Zita Moulton 


Every season for the past three 
finds Columbia rather unexpectedly 
turning up with an unheralded fast 
comedy which takes the public right 
up on its lap and proves, before it’s 
through, a b. 0. bonanza. Columbia's 
‘Happened One Night’ started it, 
ond, while ‘Awful Truth’ won't be 
the mon-up ‘Night’ was, it will be a 
tidy little profit-taker, for company 
as well as the playing-time. 

Interesting, too, is that Irene 
Dunne. in the comedy lead. was first 
brought out: ?s a celluloid comedi- 
enne by Columbia in “Theodora 
Goes Wild.’ She tops that perform- 
ance by almost an Alp in ‘Awful 
Truth.’ and Cary Grant, onposite. is 
flagged in on his best fast light- 
comedy performance to date. 

The writing is smart all the way. 
Vina Delmar, informative and easy 
writer in the modern idiom, accom- 
plished a slick job of hauling un to 
date the basic good yarn in Arthur 
Richman’s Broadway success of 15 
years ago. 

Pair of leads are married. When 
Grant isn’t satisfied with simple, in- 
nocent explanation of where and how 
Miss Dunne spent a night away from 
home while he—faithful fellow—was 
feigning a trio to Florida and play- 
ing poker with pals around the cor- 
ner, the couple obtain a divorce. In 
splicing the marital link, only 

















| 
| 
| 
fice to make it an average count for | 
| 


| pooch. 


‘Partners in Crime’ (Par). 
Amusing story, inadequate-y 
produced dualer. 











in settling their affairs is 
of Mr. Smith, wirehaired 
Miss Dunne gets it, with her 
ex permitted to visit the dog twice 
monthly. 

Out of bored loneliness the di- 
vorcee starts tagging around with 
an ardent oil-rich Oklahoman (Bell- 
amy), who furnishes not only a good 
performance, but spikes up the film 
with a lot of spontaneous comedy as 
a simple, rustic soul accustomed to 
staying always within the shadow of 
his mother’s trailing skirts; and his 
mother (Esther Dale) means to have 
him learn about women from her. 
He doesn’t, of course. Before he can 
marry the divorcee, her ex is so 
annoyingly back to see the dog the 
engagement is snapped, 

Meanwhile Grant has started loop- 


trouble 
custody 


ing around with an heiress. _Di- 
vorcee’s interest is still at high pitch, 
and, to break off that possible catas- 


trophe, she flounces into the home of 
the heiress and embarrasses the girl’s 
family, but particularly -her ex by 
palming herself off as his sister from 
Paris. It is in this bit that Miss 
Dunne does the best tongue-in-cheek 
smart comedy trouping star has yet 
turned in. 

The windup 1s accomplished with 
a maximum of fun, with the wife 
almost resorting to kidnaping the 
man to get him back. 

Miss Dunne goes vocal several 
times, once impersonating a phoney 
Deep Dixie warbler (Joyce Comp- 
ton), who works out a_ burlesque 


|song in a night club sequence. Other 
| time is when Miss Dunne duets with 


Bellamy in a comedy chanting of 
‘Home on Range.’ 

Direction is first-water in effec- 
tiveness, and the timing Leo Mc- 
Carey plotted for the fast comedy 
lines flawless. Camera right in the 
running. throughout. Production 
Grade 

Film will live up to the expecta- 
tions of the filmgoers. no matter how 
much theatres promise the pic will 
deliver. It will particularly come 
through at the spots which are pat- 
ronized by payees attuned to smart 
comedy in the modern verve.Bert. 


Fight for Your Lady 


(WITH SONG) 
RKO release of Albert Lewis production. 





Stars John Boles and Jack Oakie. Features 
Ida Lupino, Margot Grahame, Gordon 
Jones, Erik Rhodes. Directed by Ben Sto- 
loff. Isabel Leighton and Jean Ne- 
gulesceo; adaptation, Ernest Pagano, Harry 
Segall and Harold Kusell; film’ editor, 
George Crone; photography, Jack MacKen- 


Story, 








zie: song, Harry Akst and Frank Loesser. 
Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Oct. 
18, "37. Running time, 67 mins. 

Robert Densmore..........2e0+: John Boles 
Ham Plamiltons coc sccswcewts ses Jack Oakie 
Marietta Strap ives tebsensewas § Ida Tupino 
PEREOUE~ BOONE) 6c di6edceess Margot Grahame 
Mike Scanlon,..... ececccees Gordon Jones 
Spadissimo ...... Seecocceccces rik Rhodes 
a REE SRP TE ee ececsece Billy Gilbert 
Jimmy Trask....... Poaccesss Paul Guilfoyle 
SORE kta sagesnavee Javeess Georges Renavent 
Felix Janos........ Coecececs Charles Judels 
Nadya ....cccscccsccceess..- Maude Eburne 
REE oe kv oct eel eicecevés Charles Coleman 


‘Fight For Your Lady’ is a B pic- 
ture that comes closer to being an 
A than most of the former aspire to. 
| It is genuinely entertaining all its 
distance, has been produced by Al 
Lewis with a keen sense of humor, 
and is performed by a capable cast 
for all that its material can stand. 
While not pretending to be big, it 
comes close to matching its audience 
pull with any number of productions 
that dig far deeper into the budgets 
to get into cans. Perhaps not for the 
few really big first run operations 
of the country, ‘Your Lady’ seems to 
have sufficient value to solo it with 
results in secondary houses. As a 
double bill booking, it will provide 
strong support for any picture with 
it, either as the No. 1 or No. 2 fea- 
ture. 

John Boles and Jack Oakie are 
paired. Boles is an American singer 
who got jilted; Oakie an American 
wise-cracking trainer of wrestlers. 
Latter worms his way into Boles’ 
favor and becomes his unofficial ad- 
viser in matters personal as. well as 





physical, with situation upon situa- 








Miss Lupino sings the theme song, 
‘Blame It on the Danube,’ which 
listens like a hit, doing it satisfac- 
torily, and tops with a dance. Boles 
also reprises the number, selling it 
better than Miss Lupino, topping it 
with a classical number. 

Billy Gilbert and Paul Guilfoyle, 
as aides to the opera bouffe 
with the sword-swinging technique 


and comical habits, are both excel-| 


lent in a short amount of footage, 
Gilbert especially. 

This picture is going to en‘ertain 
whether it sells or not. Char. 


Dangerously Yours 


20ith-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel 
production, Features Cesar Romero, 
Phyilis Brooks, June Darwell, Alan DPine- 
hart. Directed by Mal St: Clair. Story 
and adaptation, Lou Breslow and John 
Patrick; film editor, Al De Gaetano; cam- 
era, Harry Davis. At Central, N. Y 

week Oct. 16, '37. Running time, 60 mins. 
Victor Morelli sssvticiceess Cesar Romero 
Valerie» Barton. .6.isiie.e cs: Phyllis Broo%s 
AUN CHB. 6 6:00 0cen soscesuce Jane Darwell 
BGUGH BtOVGRS c. 00 sccccsessas Alan Dinehart 
4 a aes John Harvingion 
Walter Chandler............. Douglas Wood 
DI bas 0 45 00s gHkb bss 644608000008 Earle Foxe 
PUN sins 6 o06é pnedes en dateseethas Leon Ames 
MG 240048664 60 3ka4 06 cRb edad Albert. Conti 
MN 646-000 0490855 04% ch aaede Leonid Snegoff 


Twentieth-Fox is turning out a 
pretty good quality of B product and 
‘Dangerously Yours’ is no exception. 
Spending a little more on its second- 
ary features than most companies, it 
is giving stories which are some- 
times of ordinary cut such benefits 
as production, dress, backgrounds, 
care in cutting, etc. Twentieth’s B 
producers take more time with these 
pictures than some do. 

While ‘Dangerously Yours’ is just 
another picture about jewel thieves, 
the kind that has been done over 
and over again, it is done well 
enough to still make the story and 
developments interesting program- 
mer fare. The cast performs ably, 
the direction of Mal St. Clair is com- 
mendable in spite of some incon- 
sistencies, and the adaptation by Lou 
Breslow and John Patrick invests an 
old plot with suspense and action. 
Many things about the story are a 
little far-fetched, yet do not matter 
so much, 

Plot concerns the elaborate efforts 
of jewel merchants and insurance 
interests to get the goods on a group 
of slick thieves who again are plying 
their trade aboard a boat. As so 
often happens everybody but the 
captain looks suspicious. Among the 
passengers looking the least inno- 
cent is the romantic lead who turns 
eut to be the nemesis of the jewel 
plunderers but who, in falling for 
the girl member of the thieving ring, 
makes it necessary that she be 
cleared at the end. That she should 
suddenly prefer going straight even 
if liking Cesar Romeo and that she 
should get a suspended sentence in 
view of being guiltier than anyone 
else, are among the liberties that had 
to be taken. At the bottom of every- 
thing is the usual boulder-size dia- 
mond. 

Romero has PhyHis Brooks oppo- 
site him as the bad little girl ending 
up good. She is the artist’s model 
who was picked from a brief stage 
career for pictures. A juvenile type 
who screens well, Miss Brooks still 
does not suggest star material for a 
time at least. Romeo’s performance 
is smooth. Although he finally turns 
up as the brains behind the jewel 
thieves, Alan Dinehart most of the 
way is doing a very different type of 
character and exiraordinarily well, 
too. He plays a Babbitty dress man- 
ufacturer with lightness of touch. 
Another good character is John Har- 
rington, doing a big shot racketecr 
who is trying to crash the swells 
along with his moll, Natalie Gar- 
son, also good. Jane Darwell okay 
as the aunt. 

Sol Wurizel needn’t be ashamed 
of ‘Dangerously Yours,’ even if it is, 
as undoubtedly meant to be, for the 
duals. Char. 





REP’S WRITER ROUNDUP 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Republic now has 32 scripters toil- 
ing on 18 stories. 
Writing roster has doubled since 
Albert J. Cohen took charge of the 
department last April. 


swain |} 


— 





mailing and kindred skullduggery 
incident to a mayorality campnign. 
Principal character is a sardonic 
private gumshoe with a constant yen 
for come-on femmes and _ itching 
curiosity for other people’s business. 
He stumbles on a plot to vict.:mize 
the reform candidate, engages in a 
few neat double-crosses, dates up the 
beeootiful blonde menace (for half 
his $200 swag), and puts his news- 
paper man pal in as substitute can- 
didate on the independent ticket. 
Just as they’re all celedrating the 
triumph of Good Government. the 
victor is disqualified and the slippery 
hero is kicked out of town. 

Whole yarn is a cockeyed affair, 
perforated with surprises. But, ex- 
cept for Overman as the run-down 
gumshoe and Muriel MHutchison’s 
sharply humorous portrait of the 
conniving blonde, it’s heavily nlayed 
and clumsily directed. Hobe, 


WINDJAMMER 


RKO-Radio release of George Hirliman 
production, Stars George O’Brien, features 
Constance Worth, William Hall, Brandon 


Eivans. Directed by Ewing Scott, Screen- 
play, Dan Jarrett; story, Major Rowl Haig; 
camera, Frank B. Good. At Liberty, Lin« 
coln, dual. Running time, 60 mins. 

EMS cvddevuvest Vebudis« ..George O'Brien 
PORES x%0 Dos 4 66002 Chota se Constance Worth 
MEOTBAR . occ cccccscceveteesoncs William Hall 
COMMOAOTE. ...ecccecosecess Brandon Evans 
POrSythe, oc cccascccvessegecess Gavin Gordon 
PeterGOn...iccccccsseseses Stanley Blystone 
WIMF.. cccccossccsbecseese Lal Chand Mehra 
ROTA. i sect cacvonseasdeceas Ben Hendricks 
Captain dc cocccedcosssvecie. Lee Shumway 
BIMMM. c oc ccc cc ccceseeoocosese Frank Hagney 
BIBNOD . ou cc ccedesceseccoasiisesee Sam Flint 


High sea adventure fans wil! find 
‘Windjammer’ oke fare for a mod- 
erate evening. Most of them, unless 
versed in sea talk, may go prepared 
for a blowhard comedy, but it’s un- 
likely. Action is built around a sub- 
poena-server who has to almost walk 
on water between San Francisco and 
the China coast to get his man, but 
does it. 

George O’Brien mostly wished off 
in westerns in the most recent tries, 
is put in polo shirts with ultra short 
sleeves to show off his biceps, which 
are about like Mr. Average Man's 
leg. He’s told he'll either serve a 
subpoena on Moneybags Brandon 
Evans to appear for a senate inquiry 
or he'll be without a job. Entails 
him swimming a bit, masquerading 
as a playboy, becoming a_ galley 
slave on a gun-runner, and a few 
other tidbits. Takes it easy and does 
a pretty fair job. He’s best with the 
fights, of which there are several. 

Constance Worth, who wears 
clothes which tend to increase her 
bulkiness, but otherwise fits the bill 
commendably, is a neat looker. Wil- 
liam Hall. captain of the gun-run- 
ning windjammer, looks beardy and 
bad. He rumbles out of the corner 
of his mouth, and is a big ruffian, 
well adapted to the role. Gavin Gor- 
don, figured in as the nerfect ass, 
lacks but little in fulfilling. | 

Story takes place in the midst of 
a yacht race, the yacht wrecked by 
the gun-runner and the survivors 
picked up. Though’ starting out with 
liberal hatred for the processor, the 
rich-club eventually takes Muscle- 
Man O’Brien to its bosom because 
he’s the only nose-buster among 
them and they need help from that 
quarter. 

Film will need duals to come out 
in most cases, and will find its forte 
in the action spots. Barn. 


LUCREZIA BORGIA 


(FRENCH MADE) 


European Films Corp. release of Come 
pagnie du Cinema production, Stars Ede 
wige Feuillere, Gabriel Gabro. Festure® 
Aime Clariond, Roger Karl. Directed by 
Abel Gance, Story by Leopold Marchand 
and Henry Vendresse. Musical seore hy 
M. Lattes. At Belmont, N. Y., Oct. 1%, 
'37, for indefinite run. Running time, * 
mins. ‘ 
Lucrezja Borgia........+. Fdwige Feuillere 
CORRE WOGHGnd6 sc castesecets Gabriel Gabrio 
Machiavelli ....sccessesess Aime Clariend 
ATORAMGASH Vi. 6c ccccccvccuseccss Roger Karl 
BO GE TMG oc coc csccndbivesece Escand@ 
PUNO. 605505 6060s ccosecede esses Josette Day 
DON Sn bdsed<ccksassecus enevue Dumesnil 
PVNROIE,. 0.5 00 60.068 560668 600060 . Artault 
Alfonso of Aragon............Max Michel 


(In French, with English Titles) | 
Limited American market for this 
French import. It’s more likely to be 
noted for its treatment of a daring 
subject than for outstanding merit. 


(Continued on page 27) 
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= Ban on Foreign Films Blows 
Up Harvest of Good Biz for Tokyo 


_——— * 


Tokyo, Oct. 5. 
Recent government ban on imports 
of foreign flickers has proven a b.o. 
hypo for all houses which regularly 
Fearing that there 
n't be any more in the near fu- 


show such pix. 
W < 
ture, fans are stampeding theatres 
in an attempt to see ’em all while 
they last. 
Last of the 


before Sept. 


films shipped on or 


4 arrived here Wed. 
29), 


ae 


and will be permitted to pass 





customs. There are a few shipped 
after Sept. 4, and are still on the 
water, which will be barred from 


entry. 

Foreign distribs have given up 
hope of being permitted to remit 
coin already piled up, for at least 
several months. Government yes- 
terday, however, released trade fig- 
ures pointing to a turn of the tide 
in favor of Japan’s export biz and if 
t continues favorable until the end 
of the year government may relent 
and let some coin trickle out. Ad- 
verse balance still stands at around 
$250,000,000 though, so it isn’t likely 
that any large amounts of stymied 
coin will be released until that fig- 
ure is whittled down considerably. 


4 POOR STARTS 
IN LONDON WEEK 


London, Oct. 19. 

‘Autumn’ opened at St. Martin’s | 

(13) and was generally panned. Un- 

likely that melodrama, adapted from 

the Russian, will linger long under 

the auspices of Basil Dean. Margaret 
Kennedy adapted. 


‘Take It Easy’ reopened in second 
edition at the Palace (15) as little 








| ‘Andromaque’ 





Mexico’s First Strike 


Mexico City, Oct. 19. 
Inauguration of the swank Cine- 
Rex, 1,200-seat deluxer, at Monter- 
rey, on the U. S. border, was blocked 





by a sirike of attaches for higher 
pay and other concessions. Just as 
the band began to play and the 


crowd lined up at the box office, up | 
went the strike banners. 
First sirike of the kind in-Mexico. | 


CECILE SOREL: 
TERRIFE AS 
HERSELF 


Paris, Oct. 12. 

Almost historic as far as the re- 
cordings of the French stage go, a 
gala given by Cecile Sorel at the 
Salle Pleyel attracted more atten- 
tion here than any single theatrical 
performance in years. Re-enact- 
ing snatches from the greatest- roles 
in her career, the actress topped it 
all with a scene written by Henry 
Verneuil which was adapted from 
the chapters of Mme. Sorel’s own 
life. 

Role of Fanny in Daudet’s ‘Sapho,’ 
Marguerite in the ‘Dame aux Ca- 
melias’ and a scene from Racine’s 
allowed the actress 
plenty of latitude of expression, 
proving once again that she is one 
of the greatest representatives of the 
classic school of French acting. 

She was assisted by Tonia Navar, 
Josseline Gael, Liliane Ponzio, Su- 
zanne Dehelly, Marie Lecomte, Co- 
lonna Romana and MM. Alexan- 
dre, Vidalin and Gerbault. Rene 





more than a vaudeville show, since 
entire plot was scrapped. Running | 
twice nightly, but doubtful of sur- | 
vival, although received cordially, | 
due to original slating. 

‘Blondie White,’ clever murder 
thriller, preemed at Globe (13). Un- 


Rocher produced and the Symphonic 
Orchestra of Paris furnished the 
music. Proceeds went to poor retired 
employes of the Comedie-Francaise. 








likely, because piot is entirely too | 
subtle to be understood by general 
public. 

‘Hide and Seek,’ regulation musical 
starring Bobby Howes and Cicely 
Courtneidge, bowed at Hippodrome 
(14). Show has nice production but 
rather indifferent music. Court- 
neidge fares far better than Howes 
in material. It’s certain to draw for 
a while, but eventual profit on in- 
vestment is questionable, 


BRITAIN’S NAT'L NEWS, 





NO. 1, STARTS BLAH 





London, Oct. 12. 

National News got badly roasted 
with its initial issue, out yesterday, 
the press condemning it as unimagi- 
native and lacking in showmanship. 
Reel was presented at the Monseig- 
neur, Piccadilly, and the ritzy Cur- 
zon, but general dullness of contents 
brought much unfavorable comment. 


In spite of defects, issue showed 
novel planning, features including a 
humorous cartoon sequence, first of 


a regular series of color items, and a | 


behind-the-news treatment faintly 
reminiscent of ‘March of Time.’ 
These will be part of the twice 
weekly makeup of the reel, which is 


offered in three editions, 1,200 feet, 


Anzac Biz Spotty 











Sydney, Oct. 5. 

Two heavy floppos in ‘His Affair’ 
(20ih) and ‘Knight Without Armor’ 
(UA) proved puzzles to the mana- 
gerial lads. Biz, with a few excep- 
| tions, has been on the low side for 
| the past two weeks, and is likely to 
{remain so until after the federal 
election. Metro’s ‘Saratoga’ and 
‘Maytime’ are cinches for trade; 
likewise WB’s ‘Another Dawn’ and 
‘Ever Since Eve.’ Cinesound’s ‘Tall 
Timbers’ opened well at weekend, 
and may pull some trade over lim- 
ited span. ‘Wings of the Morning’ 
| (G-B) is proving one of best Brits 
screened here and set for further 
trade with new first half. 

‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par) 
folds soon, with ‘Easy Living’ replac- 
ing. Try is being made with ‘Wake 
i|Up and Live’ (20th), and pic may 





Mono’s Paris Branch 





Paris, Oct. 12. 

Norton Ritchey, @xport manager 
for Monogram, is expected here next 
week to open first of Continental 
offices for company, 

He has been conferring in London 
with William J. Gell, general man- 
ager of Pathe Pictures, Ltd. 


Chinese Pix Biz 








Virtually Nil; | 
Only 10%, Open 


Shanghai, Oct. 1. | 

P:x in China are nearly nil, per- | 
haps 10% of houses. operating. 
Shanghai bombing resulted in n‘ne 
second-run houses being blasted and 
burned out, while in untouched area, 
five first runs closed for four weeks. 
Grand, 2,200-seater, ventured Sept. 
10, opening with ‘Easy Living’ (Par), 
followed by ‘His Affair’ (20th) and 
‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB). Cathay, 
week later, opened with ‘Under the 
Red Robe’ (NW), later ‘Midnight 
Taxi’ (20th). Two second run houses 
also open. Nanking, Metropol and 
Capito] still closed. 

Business much below normal as 
Chinese, constituting 70% ordinary 
attendance, from patriotic-economi- 
cal motives, refusing to attend. 

Hankow had month’s supply of 
Warner pix, but heuses partly filled. 
Tsingtao, famous summer resort, 
isolated for three weeks because of 
blockade, without new pix and three 
houses closed. Tientsin and Peip'ng 
in war zones, flat. Canton, now be- 
ing bombed, tried filling houses by 
reducing prices to 15c for first run— 
failure and houses closed. Hong- 
kong, full of Shanghai evacuees, do- 
ing best biz of any place on China 
coast, 

Distribs and exhibs generally pes- 
simistic regarding next six monihs. 


Maxwell’s Tie with U.C. 
Gives Him 500 Houses; 
Deutsch Just Misses 








London, Oct. 19. 

Oscar Deutsch missed allying his 
Odeon Circuit with Fred Bernhard’s 
Union Cinemas Circuit by one hour. 
In that time lapse John Maxwell's 
Associated British Picture Corp. 
bought a_ substantial interest in 
Union Cinema (165 houses), with 
more being erected in a deal involv- 
ing $2,000,000. 

Maxwell and one other Associated 
director will join board of Union, 
and although Union will function in- 
dividually, will work in collabora- 
tion with Maxwell. 

Maxwell’s circuit numbers 325 
precomy- and with Union will control 
over 500, giving him largest circuit 
in Britain. 


‘CANADA’S BIG B.0. FOR 
WILCOX’S ‘VICTORIA’ 


Toronto, Oct. 19. 








;cop something if public takes to 
| Winchell-Bernie. W. C. is so-so with 
| ‘League Frightened Men’ (Col), ‘It 
| Happened Out West’ (20th), and sec- 
|ond release ‘Love on the Run’ (M-G). 
|Biz is good for Neil’s revue unit, 
and Williamson-Tait appear to have 
'a hit with ‘Over She Goes.’ 





Melbourne, Oct. 5. 


ments happy after long low. List 
offered payees includes ‘Three Smart 
' Girls’ (U), ‘Green Light’ (WB), ‘Top 
‘ef Town’ (U), ‘Good Earth’ (M-G), 
‘Dreaming Lips’ (UA), ‘Easy Living’ 


800 feet and 500 feet at prices com- | (Par), and ‘Midnight Madonna’ 

peting with established newsreel | (Par). W-T set with ‘Balalaika,’ and 

rates. | vaude-revue is very solid for Frank 
Color is the Dunning process, a_ Neil. 


frankly bad attempt at tint work, ; 


and cartoon animation by Dennis 
Connelly is below modern standards. 
Commentator Woodrooffe attracted 
attention, due to notoriety he ob- 
tained through a recent news broad- 
cast Japse, but had obviously not 
settled down to his new job on the 
results of issue No. 1, General con- 
tents were flat, only suggestion of 
actual news coverage being an ex- 
clusive shot of Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor at the Paris Exhibition. 





Auckland, Oct. 5. 

Yanks are still doing well in Auck- 
land, Wellington, Christchurch and 
| Dunedin with ‘The Road Back’ (U), 
‘Prince and the Pauper’ (WB), ‘Good 
|Earth’ (M-G), ‘On the Avenue’ 
| (20th), ‘Slim’ (WB), ‘I Met Him in 
| Paris’ (Par), ‘Slave Ship’ (20th), 
|‘When You're in Love’ (Col), and 
|‘Michael Strogoff?’ (RKO). ‘Road 
Back’ will premiere in Wellington 
jtoday (1), 


Biz improvement makes manage- | 


After its world premiere at 
Ottawa Wednesday (13), ‘Victoria 
the Great’ opened here Monday (18) 
| before a capacity crowd at Shea’s 
| Hipp. The British film broke rec- 
lords in Ottawa and should do we’l 
| across the Dominion owing to pa- 
tronage of Lord Tweedsmuir, Gov- 
ernor-General, and Lady Tweeds- 
muir. From local studios the Can- 
adian Broadcasting Corp. aired a 
| special dramatization of the film and 








| picked up interviews from Ot‘awa 
with Anna Neagle, who plays ‘Vic- 
toria,’ and Producer-Director Her- | 
bert Wilcox. Airing was carried | 


across Canada. Miss Neagle and | 
| Wilcox a‘tended Toronto opening 
| Monday. Hipp prices were upped to | 


| $1 top for the occasion. 
| 





Lipscomb’s Cue 


London, Oct. 19. 

William Lipscomb, after a 20-year 
acting absence from the stage, was 
forced to p’1y the lead in his own 
new play, ‘Ninety Sail,’ at a tryout 
at Goldersgreen, Oct. 18. 

Male lead was taken suddenly ill 
before preem so Lipscomb stepped 


; money is needed is glaringly shown 








into the temporarily vacated spot, 


Anzac Tie Between Snider-Dean 
And Hoyts Means Beaucoup Outlets 





Understatement 





London, Oct. 19. 

Numerous pros and cons be- 
ing raised preliminary to actual 
vote on England’s proposed new 
quota law has some British 
scribes a bit bewildered and 
commencing to view the picture 
business as it formerly was 
looked on in U. S. 

One conservative writer com- 
mented to the effect that it 
‘was truly a screwy business,’ 
which is a new high mark for 





outspoken frankness here. 











FULLER -SMITH'S 
INSPECTION 
ANZAC TOUR 


Auckland, Oct. 19. 

Sir Benjamin Fuller, chief of the 
Fuller-Hayward chain, and Beau- 
mont Smith, head of J. C. Williamson | 
Pictures, have been on a looksee trip 
in connection with the get-together 
of their respective units in various 
parts of New Zealand. 

Knight will leave this week on 
return to Australia where he will 
set further plans covering Dominion 
interests. Sir Ben mentioned that 
he hoped to erect a new theatre 
in, Sydney next year for the presen- 
tation of legit and revue attractions, 
and that gradually the Fuller flesh- 
blood chain would be worked up 
again. 


BENEFIT HYPOS 
FILM FLOPPO 


Paris, Oct. 12. 

Just how flopperoo has been the 
first attempt here to produce films 
on something like a cooperative 
basis with the blessing of the Popu- 
lar Front Government and_ the 
Trades Unions has come to light in 
an unexpected corner this time. 

Original plan of selling shares in 
the super-super production took the 
count so the producers of ‘La Mar- 
seillaise,’ as the pic will be called if 
it is ever finished, are covering with 
the old one of throwing a benefit 
gala with the proceeds going to- 
wards defraying the expenses of 
making the film. 

No less than 15 names and star 
acts have been corraled by M. F. 











Maurer to appear Oct. 15 at the or- 
dinarily shuttered Empire Theatre 
and give the customers a treat for 
their 10 to 100 francs. 

Raquel Meller and _ Josephine | 
Baker, starring respectively in the | 
Casino de Paris and Folies-Bergere 
revues, top the long list of stare, | 
screen, music-hall and night club | 
artists who are turning up to help | 
drag in the coin for the film that has | 
a Government blessing and the back- 
ing of the powerful French Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Fernandel, Lise Delamare—who is 
to play the part of Marie-Antoinette 
in the film—ithe Sterner Sis‘ers, 
Rafael Medina, Germaine L'‘x, Nita 
Raya; Jean, Jac and Jo, Marcelle 
Bordas and Christiane Nere are some 
of the others who will make their | 
appearance during the evening. 

Production of pic is still underway | 
and is presently on location in the 
south of France but how badly the 





by the sudden organization of this 
show. Although originally planned 
to be finished to serve as one of the 
chief attractions at the expo, be’s 
are about even now that things will 
have to be speeded up if it is to be 
ready by Christmas. 





Hoffberge’s Maxwell Pix 
J. H. Hoffberg Co., foreign dis- 
tributors, has closed with Budd 
Rogers, v.p. of Alliance Films Corp., 
for American rights to several Ass2- 
ciated British Picture Corp. ‘John 
Maxwell) films. 








Sydney, Oct. 19, 

That biz hookup between Hoyts 
and Snider-Dean will mean plenty to 
both chains. Gives’ Hoyts desired 
additional city outlets and insures 
Snider-Dean plenty of product for 
theatres somewhat starved for pix 
of pull. All in all it gives the boys 
of both concerns a good break either 
way. 

When Greater Union refused to 
join again with Hoyts in General, 
Charles Munro was said to be most 
anxious to secure further city spots 


| to play product already hooked dur- 


ing trip abroad. With GUT out, 
Munro turned to Snider-Dean and 
got the boys interested in a propo- 
sition. When approached some few 
weeks. back and asked whether a 
deal was on with Hoyts, Sam Snider 
replied that a non-aggression pact in 
certain spots had been in force for 
some time with Hoyts, but that 
nothing further was contemplated at 
the moment. However, plans went 
ahead, and everything is now set for 
the biz hook to come into play. 

Snider-Dean, besides city acers, 
operate a huge nabe chain and hold 
a large coverage in the stix. Hook 
will not interfere with nabe or stix, 
but will allow Hoyts four additional 
houses in various parts of the Com- 
monwealth on outlet for product. 
Learned that link will cover a period 
of 10 years—half of that figured for 
the continuation of General. Now 
believed that Hoyts will set about 
getting a break into the Tasmanian 
field, despite political pull brought 
about to keep them out. 


Snider a Hoyts Alumnus 


It’s interesting to note that Sam 
Snider was at one time a high exec 
of Hoyts before joining with George 
Dean to build up their indie chain, 
Theatres in link with Hoyts are the 


city aces—Mayfair, Sydney; St 
James, Brisbane; Lyceum, Mei- 
bourne; His Majesty’s, Perth. It’s 


also interesting to note that Ken As- 
prey, attorney to Stuart F. Doyle and 
connected with Greater Union, is on 
the S-D board. Denials are given 
that Doyle is financially interested 
in S-D. 

Despite the falling through of the 
Hoyts-GUT join in General, there’s 
still plenty going on in the battle for 
control. Mention made during past 
week that Stanley Crick, Fox boss, 
was quitting as chairman directors 
Hoyts and director General-had the 
gang puzzled no end. Said that 
Walter J. Hutchinson made the suge 
gestion to Crick in the first place, 
pointing out that the Fox biz hane 
dling was quite a job in itself. This 
is unconfirmed in every respect 
Mention also made that, with the pos- 
sibility of political strife creeping 
into statements alleging that Ameri- 
cans controlled the pic field here, it 
would be better to leave the Fox in- 
terests in Hoyts as far in the back- 
ground as possible. 

Moves are also going on here to 
protect the indie men on product 
supply when the two chains, Hoyts 
and GUT, break from their tie at the 
end of the year. Apparently S-D fig- 
ured the best way to secure ample 
supplies was to go in with Hoyts, as 
suggested, meaning that it makes it 
so much tougher for Norman Rydge 
and his boys to care for GUT. How- 
ever, Rydge is a fighter and says he 


| is in the show biz to stick. 





IRISH GOV'T BANS PIX 
BASED ON REBELLIONS 


London, Oct. 12. 
Government of Northern Ireland 





| will ban pictures dealing with the 


Irish Rebellion. Without any set rul- 
ing operating before, authori.es 
have kept some films off the screens, 
but when they lately permitted 
showing of ‘Beloved Enemy,’ the pic- 
ture caused riots in theatres be:ween 
opposing political factions. 

Recently barred were ‘The Plough 
and the Stars’ and the B.I.P. subject 
‘Ourselves Alone,’ but a Free State 
production on the same theme, “The 
Dawn,’ was shown to full houses 
throughout the province. 

Queer feature of the setup is that 
pictures named and such others &§ 
‘The informer’ have been released 
in the Irish Free State, where the 
Rebellion took place, and have 
drawn good money there. 
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QUALITY QUOTA PIX PLA 











Move on for Short- 


Quota; Patterned on French weal CREDIT IN FN 


London, Oct. 19, 

While, as originally outlined, the 
proposed new British quota law 
would be effective for the next 10 
years, there is a very definite move 
in the trade to have it extend over 
a period of only two or three years 
or make some proviso so alterations 
could be made every two years. 

Those backing this campaign base 
their contentions on the theory that 
there are bound to be plenty of 
changes in motion picture methods 
before the end of the next 10 years. 


They feel that the British industry | 


should not be saddled with binding 


limitations, which, while effectual at 
the present moment, might prove in- 
adequate or undesirable four years 
hence. 

A portion of this theory is based 
on experiences in the last 10 years. 
Some are outspoken enough to claim 
that the old quota actually held back 
the English film business from go- 
ing ahead as rapidly as desired. 

Though conditions in the two 
countries are not comparable, close 
proximity to France, with its short- 
term quota, possibly has opened the 
eyes of some in the various trade 
organizations to the feasibility of not 
becoming hitched to a long-term 
quota pact. In France the quota 
comes up every 12 months, but noth- 
ing happened last June when the 
question was again up for perusal. 

The few features produced in 
France by U. S. companies obvious- 
ly have had limited appeal in the 
past because of the French language 
slant. Until recently American com- 
panies have fulfilled their quotas for 
the most part by buying inexpen- 
sive French-made films, and shelv- 
ing them. 





Distribs Reject, 
Exhibs Uncertain 


About Talk to M.P.’s 





London, Oct. 13. 

Kinematograph Renters’ Society 
has turned down an invitation from 
British Films Advancement Council 
to address Members of Parliament 
and Peers at the House of Commons 
on the quota setup on Nev. 17. Coun- 
cil has therefore offered the date to 
the labor unions, who have accepted, 
and will put the case for studio and 
theatre employees. 

Cinematograph Exhibs’ Ass’n has 
not decided whether to accept or re- 
fuse; tentatively it has been pen- | 
cilled in for Nov. 16, and will give a 
definite decision probably this week. 

Producers have been asked along 
first—on Nov. 2—but as the majority 
have made many contacts on the 
side, their visit may be unnecessary. 
Fourth invitation is to educators to 
discuss how the quota may hit their 
plans for promoting British produc- 
tion. 

B.F.A.C. is not regarded with great 
seriousness by the industry, though 
exhibs particularly are not anxious 
to forego any opportunity of con- 
tacts with M.P.’s, who have shown | 


deplorable ignorance of trade condi- | 


tions in previous parliamentary de- 
bates. 





‘Lost Horizon’ Closes 


Term British 





Marquee Value 





London, Oct, 13. 
Ingenuity of housekeeper at 
Robert Taylor’s’ quarters here 
is causing considerable chuck- 
ling in cinematic circles. Re- 
quiring a kitchen maid, she in- 
serted an ad in daily paper 
seeking services of one at $5 
per week but making clear that 
Bob Taylor wanted the servant. 
Household establishment was 
swamped with applicants, and 
unauthorized insertion of the 
advertisement was immediately 
withdrawn. 








| 
| 


AUSTRALIA T00 
WOOS U. S. PIX 
QUOTA AID 


By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, Oct. 1. 

There’s strong chatter here that 
the American distribs may formulate 
plans to assist Australian pic produc- 
tion and the Quota Act. Important 
huddles said to be taking place right 
now between members of the Mo- 
tion Picture Distribs’ Association on 
the best way out of the quota tangle. 
Said that, following on Sir Victor 
Wilson’s return from overseas probe, 
M.P.D.A.-is desirous of making some 
move before the government sets -its 
own wheels in motion to enforce the 
quota in New South Wales. 

Mention is being made that one 
proposed scheme calls for the Amer- 
icans to form a producing unit here, 
with each supplying a certain finan- 
cial figure to cover a_ production 
schedule over an allotted span. No 
mention is made of stars or studio, 
but it is said that Charles Chauvel 
may be placed in charge as producer. 
Financial figure is stated to be in the 
vicinity of $400,000. 

Probing by Variety failed to gath- 
er anything beyond the chatter stage. 
Some said maybe so; others maybe 
no. It was admitted that huddles on 
the quota question were taking place, 
but that no definite plans had been 
laid whatsoever. 

Over here there are many inter- 
ests which seem determined to com- 
| pel the government to see that for- 
eign (American) distribs live to the 
fullest the quota regulations. 

Some little time back the govern- 
| ment stated its intention of altering 
| the act to make the meaning of the 
word ‘acquire’ more understandable. 
This followed an intimation that the 
Americans were prepared to assist 
the local men in every way except 
produce. Since then the government 
has said very little on the quota 
question, but it is known that impor- 
tant members of the M.P.D.A. have 
had several conferences with govern- 
;mental officials on the entire posi- 
tion. 

Although the idea of a production 
'setup by Americans is nayed by 
| many, nevertheless, others point out 
|that as the Americans are producing 











iin England to comply with the quota 
|regulations the same 
| should rule in this state. 

Inside authority has it that nothing 
| whatever will be done by the gov- 
| ernment until after the coming elec- 
| tions are settled and out of the way. 


Record Breaking Run What one government may introduce, 





London, Oct. 5. 
‘Lost Horizon’ created cinema his- 
tory when it completed its 24th con- 
secutive week in the West End, clos- 
ing at Marble Arch Pavilion af ‘er 
transfer from the Tivoli. 
all-time London record, bea‘ing the 
22 weeks of ‘Bulldog Drummond,’ | 
Which also starred Ronald Colman. 
Picture now carries on for dual 
Presentation at the Dominion and | 
New Victoria. 


Th’s is an| 


another government may throw out. 
|A throw-out would be a nifty way 
|out for the Americans. 


M-G’s Leades 2d-Runner 


London, Oct. 19. 

While details still unsettled now, 
its almost definite that Metro will | 
take a small house now under con- 
struction adjoining the Empire to 
run its grade B pictures. 

Will also occasionally second-run 
| after the Empire features. 


conditions | 


WANT MULTIP 





If an 


Can’t See 
Shouldn’t Be Credited as 


Four Pictures 





BETTER ALL AROUND 


| 
Much of the present accelerated 
| activity and mulling of production | 
| plans by major American companies | 
|in England is more than just the 
|idea of living up to proposed quota 
aw changes. Situation presents a 
rare opportunity to develop their 
own interests, picture leaders be- 
lieve, as well as supplying the Brit- 
ish industry with a tremendous lift. 
With minimum cost per quota pic- 
ture requirements lifted, new Amer- 
ican approach to the problem is en- 
tirely different. It is a shift from 
that of buying British productions 
and shelving them to that of pro- 
ducing on English soil, with an eye 
to making these pay dividends at 
the box office. Figure that it will 
tend to develop outlets in English- 
speaking countries, a thing desired 
with distribution hindered or slowed 
up elsewhere. 

Incorporated in this new approach 
is the feeling with American pro- 
duction-distribution heads that ex- 
pensive pictures or films that cost 
$500,000 or more have the biggest 
chance of making a profit. That is 
why they want certain stipulations 


U. S. companies can obtain addi- 
tional quota picture credit when 
costly productions are turned out in 
England. 

Trade conviction is that such a 
provision would make distribution 
of these high-bracket films  profit- 
able not only in England but in 
this country and throughout the 
English-speaking nations. Line of 
approach for pictures in the $500,- 
000 class is that such films not only 
would give prestige to British-made 
product and the British cinema em- 
pire but it also would mean higher 
salaries, and extended work in pro- 
ductions for English 
technicians as compared with inex- 
pensive, quickly made pictures. Be- 
lief with American producers is 
that a few quality pictures of as- 
sured box office are needed more 
than a large number of cheap films. 
And they envision these few as the 





England. 
Two Programs 


the way the quota law looms. They 
either can meet the quota by merely 
keeping within the law, and making 
pictures better than some of the 
product for which they formerly 
paid a minimum fee on and then 
| shelved. The second choice is that 
of really producing films suitable 
|for the world market. Just now it 
looks as though they would adopt 
the latter method, particularly if the 
quota law allows such an alignment 
| without undue penalizing. 
ll of which probably explains 
| why the current drive is on to have 
the quota law read not simply that 
ithe 20% requirement shall be of so 
|many minimum quota pictures but 
that heavy expenditures for one 
| high- type production shall give the 
|U. S. company additional quota al- 
/lowance. Thus, a film costing $500,- 
000 or more would be 
| four quota pictures for the Amer- 
ican producer, Basic argument. is 
| that three films of the $500.000 or 
| iarger type, at the outset of the new 
quota law, would earn more for all 
concerned and perhaps give imnetus 
to native English production of high 
| calibre. 

For example, companies such as 
| 20th-Fox or Paramount, 
j; want to release 60 





which may 


‘Instead >of a $125,000 Film, | 
Anglo - American | 
| Film Production Repre- | 
| sents a $500,000 Invest- | 
| ment, the U. S. Producers | 
| Why That 
| 

| 


in the pending quota law so that | 


stars and | 


surest way of recouping on expendi- | 
tures made on subjects produced in | 


Two roads are open to the U. S. | 
production - distribution companies | 


credited as | 


American pro-! 
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US. Film Companies 
Metro to Blaze the British Trail 


itting 
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Expose? 





London, Oct. 12 

At a reception here, Lionel 
Barrymore almost exposed the 
Metro system of international 
production anent ‘Yank in Ox- 
ford.’ 

Barrymore said he thought 
Metro had already shot two- 
thirds of it in Culver City, and 
that he (Barrymore) had done 
most of his part on the Coast 
before he sailed. Tully Mar- 
shall, also in the cast, is not 
coming at all, having finished 
his chore in Hollywood. 





Major companies, not already pro- 
ducing in England, are not exvected 
to begin actual production in British 
Isles until they have to. They are 
permitting Metro and other com- 
panies, with existent production set- 
ups, to blaze the way, knowing full 
well the difficulties and handicaps. 
And sometimes from previous ex- 
perience. Another thing is that they 
want to see how the new British 
quota law reads before beginning 
operations. 

Metro’s producing venture in Eng- 
land in the meantime is going for- 
ward, though whether it will meas- 
ure up to Hollywood efficiency, will 








ITALY SET FOR 
NEW FILM 
SEASON 


Rome, Oct. 5. 

Italian film season 1937-38 starts 
this month, Releases will be the 
same shown at the Fifth Interna- 
tional Cinema Exhibish at Venice: 
‘Scipio the African,’ Italy’s super- 
film spectacle glorifying ancient 
Rome; ‘Condottiere,’ film of Italy in 
the middle ages, directed by and 
starring Luigi Trenker; ‘Bronze Sen- 
tinels,’ the pic that was shot most'y 
in Africa: and ‘Signor Max,’ an un- 
pretentious, unimportant comedy. 

Besides the above mentioned, 
there are a number of other products 
ready or almost ready for release. 
‘La fossa degli angeli’ (The Tomb of 
the Angels), ‘Regina della Scala,’ 
which Par will distribute and 
‘L’ultima nemica’ (The Last Enemy). 

Others near completion: ‘Lucizno 
Serra, Pilot?’ which was done under 
the direction of Mussolini’s son Vit- 
torio; ‘Il Dottor Antonio’ (Doctor 
Antonio), which stars Maria Gamba- 
relli; ‘Napoli d’altri tempi’ (Naples | 
of Other Days), ‘Tarakanova,’ ‘P-etro 
Micca,’ and ‘The Torrent.’ 

Among various films on which | 
| work is about to start is the Phoebus 














|tagna’ (Little Mountain Tale) in 
| which Miranda Bonansea, the li‘tle 
| girl who does the dubbing for Ital- 
lian versions of Shirley Temple's 
films, will be featured. 





Marxes ‘Races’ Big in B. A. 
Buenos Aires, Oct. 8. 
Marx Bros. ‘Day at Races’ (M-G) 
| is holding over third week at Ideal 
| cinema here. 





baererage in England, would have to 
match this alignment with 12 quota 
pictures, made in Great Britain. 
Under the currently contemplated 
quota law, these 12 would be handled 
| via outlay of $112,500 for two quota 
| films. 
| credit for at least four quota pic- 
|tures when a U. S. producer turns 
out a film costing $1,250,000. 

Specifically, they would allow an 
| American company four quota pro- 
'ductions for every $500,000 or more 
| expended on a picture. Thus, if one 
| were made for $700,000 on a 12-film 
, quota requirement, only eight more 
minimum quota films would have to | 
be handled in England. Or credit 
for 12 picture quota could be ob- 
tained by making three quality pro- 
ductions costing $500,000 or more in 
la year. 


called Quality Clause in England's 
new quota measure has little chance 
of receiving approval because of its 
innate unfairness. Though this clause 
would permit less expensive films of 
about $35,000 to $37,500 each to be 
made, it would leave the producer 
holding the bag on his investment 
because the board could reject a fin- 
ished production by designating the 
picture as unsuitable for release 


Film production ‘Storiella di mon- | 


Present theory is to permit | 


| not be known until the initial picture 
| starring Robert Taylor is nearly fin- 
ished. Al Lichtman, in from the 
Coast, goes on to Europe to confer 
| with Ben Goetz in London. 

It is the first time that Metro ever 
|had any producing activities that 
| amounted to much away from Cul- 
ver City. Picture, which is being 
made at Denham studios, is now ex- 
| pected to cost about $750,000. Be- 

sides Taylor, Lionel Barrymore and 
| Maureen O'Sullivan are other Amer- 
ican screen personalities in the cast 


Metro’s producing unit has Jack 
Conway as director and Michael 
Balcon, Englishman, producer, in 
charge, with Joseph Noonan, as- 
sistant director. Margaret Booth 


went across as film editor. 

all technicians are English. 
Attitude of other production com- 
panies is that of being perfectly con- 
tented to permit Metro to be stand- 
ard-bearer. Bob Kane's production 
unit still is functioning for 20‘h-Fox 
in England, Warner Bros. producing 
setup may be altered, but not im- 


Virtually 





: 

| mediately. 

| When and if Paramount starts 
machinery rolling on film-making 


in England it will not be as any 
pioneer, Paramount-British Produc- 
tions functioned in 1921 and again 
after the quota came in during 1927. 
Earlier efforts were not noteworthy 
in any respects and even the quola 
pictures failed to impress as box- 
office earners, However, the one in 
which Corinne Griffith appeared and 
‘Service for Ladies,’ with Leslie 
| Howard, Elizabeth Allen and Beniia 

| Hume, made some coin in this coun- 
| try. 


WARNER, COHN WILL 
SET PARIS PIX DEALS 


London, Oct. 19. 

Jack Warner is due in Paris to- 
| morrow, where he expec's to be 
| located for several weeks. Sam Mor- 
|ris and Irving Asher are flying to 
| meet him, and will carry on dis- 
| cussions regarding expanded British 
| production at Tedd'nzton, for rati- 
| fication on arrival here later. 

Jack Cohn, also due here, is ex- 
pected to go into an immedia‘e hud- 
dle with Joe Seidelman and Joe 
Friedman on Columbia British out- 
put, 








Wilcox Readying Tussaul 


London, Oct. 8 
Herb Wilcox’s third picture for 
/RKO-Radio will be ‘The Romance 
| of Madame Tussaud,’ which he will 
put into production at Denham. It 
will be in Technicolor. 
| Wilcox will also make six 
| jects for British Lion. 
will be ‘Nippy’ and ‘No Parking.’ 
Both will feature Gordon Harker 





sub- 
Among these 


Present indications are that the so- 


MEX CABARETERS’ UNION 
Mexico City, Oct. 19. 
Another union of entertainment 
folk is in the offing here 
Cabaret girls are organizing tao 
fight the regulation the health de- 
partments new regulation, which 
will exclude unescorte vd women and 
waitresses from cabarets and other 


resorts that sell liquor and have 
music, 
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* Alcatraz Island’ 
A First National Picture 
¢ A Cosmopolitan Production 
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WFEK iiN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. ryPe TALENT DIRECTOR TIML KEVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. RY VARIETY 
9/3/37 IT HAPPENED IN HOLLYWOOD M. Connolly Cel Comedy R. Dix-Fay Wray H. Lachman 67 10 6 
GANGWAY GB GB Comedy Jessie Matthews Sonnie Hale 90 8/18 
GIRL WHO SAID NO A. Stone GN Com-Dr R. Armstrong-Irene Hervey A. Stone 17 
BOOTS OF DESTINY Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 56 
BIG CITY Norman Krasna MGM Melodrama Tracy-Rainer , F. Borzage 75 9/15 
GOD’S COUNTRY AND MAN R. N. Bradbury Mono Outdoor T. Keene-C, Henry R. N. Bradbury 
SOULS AT SEA Hathaway-Jones Par Drama Cooper-Raft H. Hathaway 89 8/11 
LIFE OF THE PARTY E. Kaufman RKO Musical G. Raymond-H. Hilliard W. A. Seiter 86 8/25 
SHEIK STEPS OUT H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr Novarro-L, Lane Irving Pichel 65 7/28 
TH._N ICE R. Griffith 20th Musical Henie-Power-Treacher S. Lanfield 78 8/25 
PRISONER OF ZENDA D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr R. Colman-M. Carrell J. Cromwell 100 9/1 
VARSITY SHOW L. Edelman WwB Musical _D. Powell- ‘Waring- -Healy W. Keighiey 126 8/1 
9/10/37 COUNSEL FOR CRIME W. MacDonald > Col Melodrama 0. Kruger-. J. Wells “John Brahm 61 10/6 
THE WOMEN MEN MARRY M. Fessier MGM Drama J. Hutchinson-G. Murphy Earl Taggart 68 9/22 
ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Dr W. Gargan-O. Heyward Erle Kenton 
ANNAPOLIS SALUTE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr J. Ellison-M. Hunt Chris Cabanne 65 10/6 
BORNEO M. Johnson 20th Outdoor Mr. & Mrs. M. Johnson T. Talley 75 9/8 
WILD AND WOOLY John Stone 20th Com-Dr J. Withers-P. Moore Al Werker 90 7/21 
100 MEN AND A GIRL J. Pasternak U Musical Durbin-Stokowski-Menjou H. Koster &5 9/8 
WINE, WOMEN AND HORSES WB WB Com-Dr B. MacLane-A. Sheridan Louis King 64 9/29 
PRAIRIE THUNDER Bryan Foy we Western D. Foran-E. Clancy B. Eason 
9/17/37 GAME THAT KILLS H. L. Decker Col “Melodrama ¢. Quigley-R. Hay ward D. R. Lederman 55 9/22 
LOVE TAKES FLIGHT Condor GN Rom-Com B. Cabot-Beatrice Roberts Conrad Nagel 70 8/18 
THE FIREFLY Hunt Stromberg MGM Operetta 3. MacDonald-Allan Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/2 
MY DEAR MISS ALDRICH MGM MGM Comedy E. M, Oliver-J. Beecher Geo. B. Seitz 73 10/6 
THIRTEENTH GUEST (Reissue) M. H. Hoffman Mono Mystery G. Rogers-L. Talbet Albert Ray 65 9/6/32 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett Irv. Cummings 105 84 
LADY FIGHTS BACK Ed Grainger U Drama I. Hervey-K. Tayler Milt Carruth : 
THAT CERTAIN WOMAN R. Lord ws Drama B. Davis-H. Fonda Ed. Goulding $1 8/4 
9/21/37 SMALL TOWN BOY Zion | Myers GN Com- Dr Stuart Erwin-J. Compton ~ Glenn Tryon 61 10/13 
TRAILING TROUBLE Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 
THE BRIDE WORE RED J. Mankiewicz MGM Com-Dr J. Crawford-Tone D. Arzner 106 9/29 
STARS OVER ARIZONA R. N. Bradbury Mone Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 65 
SOPHIE LANG GOES WEST Par Par Melodrama G. Michael-L. Crabbe C. Reisner 62 9/8 
40 NAUGHTY GIRLS Wm. Seiter RKO Mystery J. Gleason-ZaSu Pitts Edw. Cline 63 9/8 
ARIZONA GUNFIGHTER A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele Sam Newfield 
BEHIND THE MIKE Lew Brock U0 Com-Dr W. Gargan-J. Barrett Sid Salkow 
BACK IN CIRCULATION S. Bisthoff _ WB Com- Rom P. O’Brien- Blondel R. ‘Enright 100 7/28 
10/1/37 SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT Schertzinger GN Musical Cagney-E. Daw Schertzinger 90 9/1 
MADAME X J. K. McGuinness MGM Drama Gladys George-W. William Sam Wood 75 9/29 
A BRIDE FOR HENRY Mrs. W. Reid Mono Com-Rom Ann Nagel-W. Hull William Nigh 55 9/29 
HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME A. Hornblow Par Rom-Dr Irene Dunne-R. Scott R. Mamoulian 110 7/28 
MUSIC FOR MADAME Jesse L. Lasky RKO Musical N. Martini-J. Fontaine J. Blystone 7 9/15 
BOOTS AND SADDLES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-J. Allen Joseph Kane 59 10/13 
YOUTH ON PAROLE Phil Rosen Rep Melodrama M. Marsh-G. Oliver Phil Rosen 61 10/13 
LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE H. Wilson 20th Musical Ritz Bros.-P. Brooks W. A. Seiter 80 9/29 
CARNIVAL QUEEN Robt. Presnell U Melodrama D. Kent-R. Wilcox Nate Watt 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson Harold Young 80 10/6 
LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA Henry Blanke WB Biog Paul Muni-G. Sondegaard Wm. Dieterle 123 6/30 
LOVE IS ON THE AIR Bryan Foy WB Com- Rom — R. Reagan- June ‘Travis Nick Grinde 61 9/15 
10/8/37 LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE M. Connolly Col Rom-Com_> dD. ‘Montgomery-J. Parker Ray McCarey 72 10/6 
hay RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED A. Herman GN Outdoor J. Newill-C. Hughes Al Herman 64 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Nutdoor O. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat 
PARTNERS IN CRIME Par Par Melodrama L. Overman-R. Karns Ralph Murphy 62 
SATURDAY’S HEROES Robt. Sisk RKO Football Van Heflin-M. Marsh Edw. Killy 58 8/29 
THE WRONG ROAD Colbert Clark Rep Melodrama R. Cromwell-L. Atwill J. Cruze 62 10/13 
LANCER SPY S. G. Engel 20th Drama D. Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorre G. Ratoff 78 10 6 
ROLL ALONG, COWBOY Sol Lesser 20th Western Smith Ballew Gus Meins 
FAREWELL AGAIN V. Saville UA Melodrama L. Banks-F. Robson Tim Whelan 
I MET MY LOVE AGAIN W. Wanger UA Rom-Dr J. Bennett-H. Fonda Logan-Ripley 
IDOL OF THE CROWDS Trem Carr U Rom-Dr John Wayne-S. Bromley Art Lubin 60 
THEY WON'T FORGET Mervyn LeRoy WB Drama C. Rains-G. Dickson Mervyn LeRoy $8 6 (30 
10 15/37 MURDER IN GREENWICH VILLAGE W. “MacDonald Col Mystery Fay Wray-Richard Arlen Al S. Rogell 
GB GB Drama George Arliss Neill-Howell 7s 
WALLABY. iM OF ISLANDS B. Barsky GN Rom-Dr G. Huston-R. Coleman Chas. Lamont 58 
DOUBLE WEDDING J. Mankiewicz MGM Rom-Com Wm. Powell-M. Loy R. Thorpe 85 8/22 
BOYS OF THE STREET Wm. Nigh Mono Com-Dr Jackie Cooper-M. O’Connor Wm. Nigh 
WHERE TRAILS DIVIDE R. N. Bradbury Mone Western Tom Keene R. N. Bradbury 
ANGEL Ernst Lubitsch Par Rom-Dr Dietrich-H. Marshall Ernst Lubitsch 90 9/15 
FIT FOR A KING David L. Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown-Helen Mack Edw. Sedgwick 73 9/1 
PORTIA ON TRIAL A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr W. Abel-F. Inescort G. Nicholas, Jr. 
TRIGGER TRIO Sol Siegel Repub Western Three Mesquiteers Wm. Witney 
HEIDI R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Temple-Hersholt-Treacher Allan Dwan 8&5 
THAT’S MY STORY Robt. Presnell U Melodrama C. Morgan-Wm. Lundigan Sid Solkow 
OVER THE GOAL Bryan Foy WB Rom-Com Wm. Hopper-June Travis Noel Smith 62 10/6 
10 22, 37 THE AWFUL TRUTH Everett Riskin Col Comedy I. Dunne-Carey Grant Leo McCarey 90 
KING OF SIERRAS M. H. Hoffman GN Western Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur Rosson 
HERE’S FLASH CASEY M. & A. Alexander GN Comedy E. Linden-B. Mallory Lynn Shores 60 
LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN H. Rapf MGM Com-Dr R. Montgomery-R. Russell G. Fitzmaurice 
THUNDER TRAIL Par Par Western Marsha Hunt-Gilbert Roland Chas. Barton 56 9/29 
BREAKFAST FOR TWO Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr B. Stanwyck-H. Marshall Alfred Santell 65 
CHARLIE CHAN ON BROADWAY John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-Joan Marsh Eugene Forde 68 9/22 
STAND-IN W. Wanger UA Comedy L. Howard-Joan Blondell Tay Garnett 90 10/6 
MERRY-GO-ROUND OF ’38 B. G. DeSylva U Musical B. Lahr-B. House-Auer Irv. Cummings 
THE PERFECT SPECIMEN H. J. Brown WB Com-Rom E. Flynn- Joan Blondell Michael Curtiz 82 9/29 
10 29 / 37 TRAPPED BY G MEN Col Col Melodrama Jack Holt-Wynne Gibson Louis D. Collins 
TEX RIDES WITH BOY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
CONQUEST B. H. Hyman MGM Hist-Rom Garbo-Charles Boyer Clarence Brown 
THIS WAY, PLEASE Mel Shauer Par Musical Buddy Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 72 9/15 
THERE GOES THE GROOM A. Lewis RKO Com-Dr B. Meredith-Ann Sothern Joseph Santley 64 10/13 
RIDIN’ THE LONE TRAIL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele Sam Newfield 
ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN ’ L. Schwab 20th Musical Cantor-T. Martin-J. Lang David Butler : 
WESTLAND CASE L. Fox-S. Starr U Mystery P. Foster-Carol Hughes C. Cabanne 62 10/6 
THE GREAT GARRICK M. LeRoy WB Drama Brian Aherne-de Haviland James Whale 95 9/29 
11 5,37 NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Rom-Mel Anna Lee- J. Leder R. Stevenson 
' SWING IT, SAILOR D. Diamond GN Com-Dr W. Ford-J. Jewell Ray Cannon 
THE FIREFLY H. Stromberg MGM Musical J. MacDonald-A,. Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
HOLD ’EM, NAVY Par Par Football Lew Ayres-M. Carlisle K. Neumann 
FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY A. Lewis RKO Com-Rom J. Boles-I. Lupine Ben Stoloff 
DANGER, LOVE AT WORK H. Wilson 20th Com-Rom A. Sothern-J. Haley O. L. Preminger 
NOTHING SACRED D. O. Selznick UA Comedy Lombard-F. March Wm. Wellman 
GIRL WITH IDEAS Ed. Grainger U Com-Rom W. Pidgeon-W. Barrie Sylvan Simon 
ALCATRAZ ISLAND Cosmo WB Melodrama John Litel-A. Sheridan Wm. McGann 64 10/13 
11/12 37 V’'LL TAKE ROMANCE E.  Riskin Col Musical Grace Moore-M. Deuglas Edw. Griffith 
MR. BOGGS BUYS BARREL Ben Pivar GN Com-Dr S. Erwin-H. Chandler G. Wiles 
THE LAST GANGSTER MGM MGM Drama E. G. Robinson-R. Stradner E. Ludwig 
THE BARRIER H. Sherman Par Outdoor L. Carrille-J,. Parker Les Selander 
LIVING ON LOVE M. Cohen RKO Com-Rom W. Bourne-J. Dunn Lew Landers 
SPRINGTIME IN ROCKIES S. C. Siegel . Rep Western G. Autry-P. Rawles Joe Kane 
DANGEROUSLY YOURS Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr C. Romero-P. Brooks M. St. Clair 
STORM IN A TEACUP Korda UA Rom-Dr P te Leigh-R. Harrison V. Saville 
ADVENTUROUS BLONDE Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom . Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald 
11/19 37 HOLLYWOOD ROUNDUP Col Col “Western Buck Jones Ewing Scott 
NAVY BLUE AND GOLD S. Zimbalist MGM Football R. Young-L. Barrymore Sam Wood 
NIGHT CLUB SCANDAL Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-Overman Ralph Murphy 
BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Rom C. Lombard-MacMurray Wes Ruggles 
DAMSEL IN DISTRESS P. S. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Burns and Allen Geo. Stevens 
THE GUN RANGER A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-E. Stewart S. Newfield 
SECOND HONEYMOON R. Griffith 20th Com-Rom T. Power-L. Young Walter Lang 
IT’S LOVE I'M AFTER H. J. Brown WE Comedy L. Howard-B, Davis Archie Mayo 
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Advance Production Chart 





iuar Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Production in Hollywood studios is at near a normal level, with 41 pic- 


tures currently in the works, Output is keeping to a steady flow, with 116 


pix completed against a season’s promise of 598. Protection for releases is 
seen in the fact that 73 pix are now in the cutting rooms and that a normal 
number are being readied for the cameras. 





Columbia 





Now Balance to 
in Be Placed Stories in 
Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


Number Number Now 
of Pix Com- 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ....... ees 40 4 2 27 5 
Westerns ...... eee 22 3 1 2 16 1 
PS RSET ae 62 1 3 9 43 ” 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘MURDER IN GREENWICH VILLAGE,’ formerly titled ‘PARK AVE- 
NUE DAME,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving Briskin unit; 
directed by Al Rogell; original by Robert T. Shannon; screen play by 
Michael Simmons; photography by Henry Freulich. Cast: Richard Arlen, 
Fay Wray, Mary Russell, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, Raymond Walburn, 
Gene Morgan, Marc Lawrence, George McKay. 

‘PAID TO DANCE,’ formerly titled ‘WOMEN OF THE NIGHT,’ produced 
by Ralph Cohn; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; original by Leslie White; 
screen play by Robert Cohen; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Don 
Terry, Jacqueline Wells, Ralph Byrd, Rita Hayworth, Arthur Loft, John 
Gallaudet, Louise Stanley, Paul Fix, Thurston Hall. 

TLL TAKE ROMANCE,’ produced by Everett Riskin; directed by 
Edward H. Griffith; photographed by Lucien Andriot; no writing credits 
announced as yet. Cast: Grace Moore, Melvyn Douglas, Stuart Erwin, 
Andre Beranger, Helen Westley, Richard Carle, Walter Kingsford. 

‘ALL AMERICAN SWEETHEART,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald for 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Robert E. 
Kent; screen play by Fred Niblo, Jr., Grace Neville and Michael L. Sim- 
mons; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Scott Colton, Patricia Farr, 
Sag Morgan, Ruth Hilliard, Joe Twerp, Allen Brook, Thurston Hall, Louis 

e Pron. 

‘THE OLD WYOMING TRAIL,’ formerly titled ‘SMOKING SIX GUNS,’ 

roduced by Harry L. Decker for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Folmer 

langsted; original by J. Benton Cheney; screen play by Ed Earl Repp; 
photographed by Al Zeigler. Cast: Charles Starrett, Barbara Weeks, Don 
Grayson, Dick Curtis, Ed Le Saint, Art Mix. 

‘CARNIVAL et a ee by Wallace MacDonald for Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; original by Milton Raison; screen play 
by Lambert Hillyer and Arthur T. Horman; photographed by Lucien 
Ballard. Cast: Charles Quigley, Rita Hayworth, Marc Lawrence, Donald 
Kirk, Dwight Frye and Arthur Loft. 

‘SHE MARRIED AN ARTIST,’ produced by Sydney Buchman; directed 
by Marion Gering. Magazine story by B. Avery Strakosh; screen play by 
Gladys Lehman and Delmar Daves; photographed by Merritt Gerstad, 
Cast: John Boles, Luli Deste, Helen Westley, Frances Drake, Thomas 
Mitchell, Patricia Farr. 

‘FORGOTTEN WOMEN,’ froduced by Wallace MacDonald for Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original by Mortimer Braus; 
screen play by Saul Elkins; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Sara 
Padden, Wyn Cahoon, Scott Colton, Mayo Methot, Barbara Weeks, Arthur 
Loft, Bess Flowers. 


Columbia Pictures Now in Production 


‘MURDERERS WELCOME,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by 
Lewis D. Collins; magazine story by Philip ylie. Cast: Jack Holt, 
Katherine De Mille, Craig Reynolds, Luis Alberni, Purnell Pratt, Esther 
Muir, Morgan Wallace. 

‘START CHEERING,’ formerly titled ‘COLLEGE FOLLIES OF 1938,’ and 
‘FRESHMAN FOLLIES,’ produced by Nat Perrin; directed by Al Rogell; 
original by Corey Ford; camera by Joe Walker, Cast: Charles Starrett, 
Joan Perry, Walter Connolly, Jimmy Durante, Gertrude Niesen, Romo 
Vincent, Chaz Chase, Hal LeRoy, Johnny Green, Raymond Walburn, 
Howard, Fine and Howard, Virginia Dale, Ernest Truex, Jimmy Wallington, 
Gene Morgan, Louis Prima, Thurston Hall, Geni Legon. 

‘AMERICAN LEGION,’ produced by Ralph Cohn; directed by C. C. 
Coleman, Jr.; original by Martin Mooney; screen play by Michael Simmons; 
emer. by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Don Terry, Mary Russell, Robert 

arwick, James Hollywood, George McKay. 

‘BUCKING BROADWAY,’ Coronet picture for Columbia release; L. G. 
Leonard, associate producer; directed by Ewing Scott; no writer credits yet 
available; photographed by Allen Thompson. Cast: Buck,Jones, Ruth Cole- 
man, Elaine Arden, Shemp Howard, Donald Douglas. 


Grand National 


Number Number Now 

of Pix Com- 

Promised pleted 
43 9 





Now Balance to 
in Be Placed Stories in 

Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
ing Rooms Cameras __ tion 

Features ..... 00eee 0 2 32 

Westerns ....ce00. 22 2 (1) 3 17 


Total eeeeeeeesee 65 il 0 5 49 


Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur 
Rosson; original screen play by Scott Darling; photographed by Tom Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward 
Peil, Billy Van Every. 

‘HE WANTED TO MARRY,’ prodticed by David Diamond; directed by 
Raymond Cannon; original by Percy Rowland; screen play by Clarence 
Marks; photographed by Richard Fryer. Cast: Wallace Ford, Ray Mayer, 
Isabel Jewe!l, Mary Lou Treen, Cully Richards, Max Hoffman, Jr., George 
Humbert, Alexander Leftwich, Kenneth Harlan, Rex Lease. 

‘TEX RIDES WITH THE BOY SCOUTS,’ produced by Edward Finney; 
supervised by Lindsay Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original by Edward 
Kelso; camera, Gus Peterson. Cast: Tex Ritter, Snub Pollard, Horace 
Murphy, Heber Snow, Charles King, Forrest Taylor, Marjorie Reynolds, 
Karl Hackett. 

‘MR. BOGGS STEPS OWT,’ formerly titled ‘MR. BOGGS BUYS A 
BARREL,’ produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Gordon Wiles; original by 
Clarence Budington Kelland; screen play by Richard English; photographed 
by John Stumar. Cast: Stuart Erwin, Helen Chandler, Toby Wing, Walter 
Buron, Spencer Charters, Milburn Stone, William Moore. | ; 

‘FRONTIER TOWN,’ produced by Edward Finney; supervised by Linds- 
ley Parsons; directed by Ray Taylor; original screen play by Edmond 
Kelso; photographed by Gus Peterson. Cast: Tex Ritter, Ann Evers, Hor- 
ace Murphy, Snub Pollard, Charles King. 


Metro 


wo! wa 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Pentures ......... Ag 7 4 4 33 1 
Hal Roach........ 4 8 0 0 4 1 
Total ..... Bi 52 4 “4 4 37 8 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘CONQUEST,’ formerly titled ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ produced by 
Bernard Hyman; directed by Clarence Brown; novel by Gasiorowski; 
screen play by S. N. Behrman, Salka Viertel, Zoe Akins, Sam Hoffenstein 
and Talbot Jennings; dance direction by Val Raset; photographed by Karl 
Freund. Cast: Greta Garbo, Charles Boyer, Reginald Owen, Henry Steph- 
enson, C. Henry Gordon, Maria Ouspenskaya. Alan Marshall, George Hous- 
ton, Shepard Strudwick, Ivan Lebedeff, Bodil Rosing, Claude Gillingwater, 
Noble Johnson, Roland Varno. i 

BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by 
J. Walter Ruben; original by Ruben, Cast: Wallace Beery, Raymond Hat- 
ton. Virginia Bruce, Lewis Stone, Bruce Cabot, Larry Doyle, Joseph 
Calleia, Guy Kibbee, Warren Hymer, Cliff Fdwards, Noah Beery, Sr., 
\rthur Hohl. Robert Gleckler, Olin Howard, Mitchell Lewis, John Qualen. 

THE LAST GANGSTER,’ no producer credit; directed by Edward Lud- 





wig; original by Robert Carson and William Wellman; photographed by 
William Daniels. Cast: Edward G. Robinson, James Stewart, Rose Strad- 
ner, Lionel Stander, Douglas Scott, Louise Beavers, Sidney Blackmer, 
Henry Daniell, Allan Baxter, Donald Barry, Moroni Olsen. : 

‘THE FOUR MARYS,’ produced by Louis D. Lighton; directed by Rich- 
ard Thorpe; original by Fanny Heasilip Lea; photographed by Kari Freund, 
Cast: Myrna Loy, Rosalind Russell, Sramshet Tone, Walter Pidgeon, Nana 
Bryant, Leonard Penn, Ruth Hussey, Rita Johnson. ' 

‘NAVY BLUE AND GOLD,’ produced by Sam Zimbalist; directed by 
Sam Wood; screen play from novel by George Bruce; photographed by 
John Seitz. Cast: Robert Young, James Stewart, Lionel Barrymore, Flor- 
ence Rice, Billie Burke, Tom Brown, Barnett Parker, Paul Kelly. 

Metro Pix Now in Production 

‘MANNEQUIN,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; directed by Frank Bor- 
zage; original by Katharine Brush; photographed by George Folsey. Cast: 
Joan Crawford, Spencer Tracy, Alan Curtis, Mary Phillips, Leo Gorcey, 
Elizabeth Risdon, Oscar O'Shea. é‘ 

‘THOROUGHBREDS DON’T CRY,’ produced by Harry_Rapf; directed | 
by Alfred E. Green; original by J. Walter Ruben and Eleanor Griifin; | 
photographed by Len Smith. Cast: Judy Garland, Sophie Tucker, Mickey 
Rooney, Ronald Sinclair, C. Aubrey Smith, Forrester Harvey, Elisha Cook, 
Lionel Belmore. : 

‘EVERYBODY SING,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Edwin L. 
Marin; writing credits not yet announced; photographed by Joe Rutten- 
berg. Cast: Allan Jones, Fanny Brice, Judy Garland, Billie Burke, Reginald 
Owen, Lynne Carver. bm 

‘MATTER OF PRIDE,’ no producer credit; directed by William Thiele; 
original by William C. White; photographed by William Daniels. Cast: 
Frank Morgan, John Beal, Florence Rice, Herman Bing, Cora Witherspoon, 
Janet Beecher, Erik Rhodes, E. E. Clive, George Givot. : 

‘BENEFITS FORGOT,’ produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; directed by 
Clarence Brown; novel by Honore Willsie Morrow; photogvaphed by 
Charles Lawton. Cast: Walter Huston, James Stewart, Beulah Bondi, 
Charles Coburn, Ted Healy, Charley Grapewin, Guy Kibbee. 


——= 
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and exhibitors are swayed to the 
narrow-gauge material. 

The industrial field has been so 
successful and profitable that few 
firms handling this type of product 
objected to Screen Actors Guild 
wage __ scale. Customary method 
used by industrial companies is to 
shoot pictures in standard 35 and 
then reduce to 16-mm, film. Same 
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Picture in the cutting room: f 

‘FEDERAL BULLETS,’ produced by Lon Young; directed by Karl Brown; 
original screen play by Brown; photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: 
Terry Walker, Zeffie Tilbury, Milburn Stone, Helen McKellar, William 
Harrigan, Selmer Jackson, Matty Fain. ioe 

‘DANGER VALLEY,’ produced and directed by R. N. Bradbury; original 
screen play by Robert Emmett; photographed by Bert Longenecker. Cast: 
Jack Randall, Lois Wilde, Charles King, Ernie Adams, Earl Dwire, Hal 
Price. 

Monogram Pic Now in Production 

‘THE COUNTY FAIR,’ produced by E. B. Derr; directed by Howard 
Bretherton; originai screen play by Jack Neville; photographed by Arthur 
Martinelli. Cast: John Arledge, Mary Lou Lender, J. Farrell MacDonald, 
Fuzzy Knight, Jimmy Butler. 


Paramount 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘THE BARRIER,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; 
original by Rex Beach; screen play by Bernard Schubert; additional dialog 
by Harrison Jacobs and Mordaunt Shairp; songs, Harry Tobias and Jack 
Stern; camera, George Barnes. Cast: Leo Carrillo, Jean Parker, Jimmy 
Ellison, Otto Kruger, J. M. Kerrigan, Andy Clyde, Robert Barrat, Sally 
Martin, Sara Haden, Addison Richards. i 

‘LOVE ON TOAST,’ produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed by E. A. 
Dupont; original screen play by Jane Storm, Richard Connell and Doris 
Malloy; photographed by Charles Schoebaum, Cast: Stella Ardler, John 
Payne, Grant Richards, Katharine ‘Sugar’ Kane, Isabel Jewell, Luis Alberni. 

‘BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY,’ produced by B. P. Schulberg; directed 
by Richard Wallace; original by George Auerbach; camera, Leon Shamroy. 
Cast: Edward Arnold, Shirley Ross, John Trent, William Frawley, Weber 
and Fields, the Radio Rogues, Ruth Davis, Kitty Kelly. ‘ 

‘THRILL OF A LIFETIME,’ produced by Miss Fanchon; directed by 
George Archainbaud; no writing credits announced. Cast: Yacht Club Boys, 
Judy Canova, Ben Blue, Betty Grable, Johnny Downs, Eleanore Whitney, 
Leif Ericson, Larry Crabbe. . 

‘NIGHT CLUB SCANDAL,’ general office production, directed by Ralph 
Murphy; no writing credits announced. Cast: John Barrymore, Lynne 
Overman, Charles Bickford, Louise Campbell, Harvey Stephens, J. Carrol 
Naish, Evelyn Brent, Elizabeth Patterson, Barlowe Borland. _ 

‘BORN TO THE WEST,’ general office production, directed by Charles 
Barton; other credits not announced. Cast: John Wayne, Marsha Hunt, 
John Mack Brown, Syd Saylor, Monte Blue, John Patterson, Nick Lukats, 
James Craig, Lucien Littlefield. . 

‘HOLD ’EM, NAVY,’ general office production; directed by Kurt Neu- 
mann; photographed by Henry Sharp; no writer credits. Cast: Lew Ayres, 
Mary Carlisle, Benny Baker, John Howard, Richard Denning, Elizabeth 
Patterson. 

‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S REVENGE,’ general office production; di- 
rected by Louis King; screen play by Edward T. Lowe, based on original 
by H. C. ‘Sapper’ McNiele; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: John 
Barrymore, Louise Campbell, John Howard, E. E. Clive, Reginald Denny, 
Lucien Littlefield, Nydia Westman. 

‘WELLS FARGO,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd; Howard Esta- 
brook, associate producer; original by Stuart N. Lake; screen play by Paul 
Schofield, Gerald Geraghty and Fred Jackson; camera, Theodore Sparkuhl. 
Cast: Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, Bob Burns, Lloyd Nolan, aa | Nash, 
Ralph Morgan, Porter Hall, Robert Cummings, Jane Dewey, Barlowe 
Borland. 

*TRUE CONFESSION,’ produced by Albert Lewin; directed by Wesley 
Ruggles; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff; no writing credits. Cast: Carole 
Lombard, Fred MacMurray, Porter Hall, John Barrymore, Edgar Kennedy, 
Richard Carle, Una Merkel, Fritz Feld. : 

‘CASSIDY OF BAR 20,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les 
Selander; screen play by Norman Houston; original by Clarence E, Mul- 
ford; photographed b- Russell Harlan. Cast: Frank Darien, Russell Hay- 
den, Nora Lane, Robert Fiske, John Elliott. 

Paramount Pix Now in Production 

‘THE BUCCANEER,’ produced and directed by C. B. De Mille; photo- 
graphed by Victor Milner; other credits not yet announced. Cast: Fredric 
March, Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff, Ian Keith, Walter Brennan, Doug- 
las Dumbrille, Robert Barrat, Fred Kohler, Sr., Beulah Bondi, Margot 
Grahame, Spring Byington. ; 

‘EVERY DAY’S A HOLIDAY,’ Major Pictures production; produced by 
Emanuel Cohen; directed by Edward Sutherland; no writing credits. Cast: 
Mae West, Edmund Lowe, Charlie Butterworth, Walter Catlett. 











‘BIG BROADCAST OF 1938,’ produced. by Harlan Thompson: directed 


by Mitchell Leisen; no other credits yet announced. Cast: W. C. Fields, | 


} 


method is employed for numerous 
entertainment pictures sold for non- 
theatrical and home usage 
Narrow-gauge equipment appeals 
to industrials, and for home and 


| club showing, because of minimum 


or total absence of fire hazard. Talk 
of a possible newsreel circuit using 
16-mm. equipment and films is pre- 
dicated on the saving in film costs 
and through costly fireproof booth 
and theatre construction. 
Indicative of the demand for the 
smaller witith films in homes, clubs 
and other non-theatrical exhibitions 
is the elaborate setup of Cas:lz Films 
and also Pathevrams, both dealers 
in 16 and 8 mm. pictures. In the 


educational field, the most elaborate 
and closest to text-book material has 
been compiled by Electrical Re- 


search Products Picture Consult- 
ants which has the most complete 
library of subjects. These have 
been costly to produce but with 
production now geared to a high 
pace, company just now is begin- 
ning to recoup in coin outlay. 

Industrial production has Audio 
Production, Inc., and Jam Handy 
currently as leading rivals and prob- 
ably the most extensive film build- 
ers. There are some four other im- 
portant ones in the field. Audio re- 
cently started work on an 8-reel 
picture for a large N. Y. manufac- 
turer indicating how far production 
has extended in this field where a 
two-reel subject formerly was tops. 
Jam Handy maintains offices and 
branch operations in several cit'es, 
with bulk of producing in the east. 
Claim they make the most convinc- 
ing sales talk films in the biz. 

Nearest counterpart to actual film 
distributors for the industrial 16-mm, 
field is Modern Talking Picture 
Service, which is made up of for- 
mer ERPI employes. This company 
will handle the product of any in- 
dustrial firm, arrange special show- 
ings, contact dealers, handle tickets 
and other details of distribution. 

With the strides made towards 
perfect projection of the 16-mm. pic- 
ture, one of biggest advances was 
the new high intensity are light with 
a miniature arc, This gives a white 
light instead of the yellow one em- 
ployed in 16-mm. project'on thus 
far. This will be placed on the mar- 
ket soon. It provides the latest 
sound and a screen image suitab’e 
for use in small theatres. Refine- 
ments of lens which make possible 
larger, clearer screen images with 
the same amount of light and a new 
lens gadget that would eliminate 
the old shutter type of projector are 
other inventions that loom on the 
16 mm. horizon. 





Govt’s Survey 

In first comprehensive attempt to 
secure worthwhile information cov- 
ering the 16 mm. non-theatrical field, 
particularly with reference to size, 
capital investment and number of 
people employed, the Motion Picture 
Division of the Department of Com- 
merce in Washington has launched a 
widespread survey under direction 
of N. D. Golden, chief of the divi- 
sion, 

Series of ‘orm Ic*ters is being sent 
out by Golden to producers, manu- 
facturers, laboratories, camera and 
projection equipment concerns and 
film libraries, requesting compara- 
tive data covering 1932 and 1937, 
with particular emphasis laid on 
full-time and part-time workers in 
both the 16 mm. and 8 mm. fields: 
yearly footage production in both 
black and white and color output, 
and an estimate of the amount of 
capital invested in the manufacture 
of this type of film and distribution. 

Previous estimates by the depart- 
ment of commerce have varied to 
such an extent that it has hereto- 
fore been impossible to get an accu- 
rate idea of the ramifications of this 
industrial and advertising produc- 
tion field. 


IN THE SADDLE 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
George Sherman gets his first solo 
directing assignment at Republic in 
‘Wild Horse Rodeo,’ one of ‘The 


Martha Raye. Dorothy Lamour, Ben Blue, Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Leif Three Mesquiteers’ series. 

i Production starts Thursday (21) 
with five days on location at Lone 
| Pine. 


Erikson, Kirsten Flagstad, Tito Guizar, St +p Fields, 
‘DAUGHTER OF SHANGHAL,’ general office production; directed by 
(Continued om page 24) 
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Robert Florey; no writing credits yet; photographed by Charles Schoen- 
baum. ae hen = Wong, Philip Ahn, Charles Bickford, Larry 
Crabbe, Cecil Cunningham, Anthony Quinn, J. Carrol Naish, Ching Wah 
Lec. 

‘THE YELLOW NIGHTINGALE,’ produced by Harlan Thompson; di- 
rected by H. C. Potter; no writing credits yet; photographed by William 
Mellor. Cast: Gladys Swarthout, John Boles, John Barrymore, Clair Dodd, 
Fritz Feld. 

‘THEY KNEW WHAT HAPPENED,’ produced by general manager’s 
office; directed by James Hogan; writer credits not yet announced; photo- 
graphed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Lew Ayres, Louise Campbell, Porter Hall, 
Roscoe Karns, Virginia Weidler, Edgar Kennedy and Cecil Cunningham. 

‘THE BADGE OF POLICEMAN O’ROON,’ Major Pictures production, 
produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed by Frank Tuttle; original by O. 
Henry; screen play by Jo Swerling and Richard Connell; photographed by 
Charles Lang. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary Carlisle, Beatrice Lillie, Andy 


Devine, Laura Hope Crews. 
RKO-Radio 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘LIVING ON LOVE,’ formerly titled ‘LOVE IN A BASEMENT,’ produced 
by Maury Cohen; directed by Lew Landers; original by John Wells; screen 
play by Franklin Coen; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: James 
Dunn, Whitney Bourne, Joan Woodbury, Solly Ward, Franklin Pangborn, 
Tom Kennedy. : 

‘HIGH FLYERS,’ produced by Lee Marcus; directed by Eddie Cline; 
from play, ‘The Kangaroos,’ by Victor Mapes; screen play by Benny Rubin 
and Bert Granet; photographed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Bert Wheeler, 
Robert Woolsey, Lupe Velez, Marjorie Ford, Jack Carson, Charles Judels, 
Frank M. Thomas, George Irving, Margaret Dumont, Herbert Clifton. 

‘DANGER PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘HIGHWAY TO HELL,’ produced 
by Maury Cohen; directed by Lew Landers; original by Helen Vreeland 
and Hilda Vincent; screen play by Sy Bartlett and J. Robert Bren; photo- 
graphed by Niek Musuraca. Cast: John Beal, Sally Eilers, Harry Carey, 
Frank M. Thomas, Lee Patrick, Ed Gargan, Paul Guilfoyle. 


RKO-Radio Pictures New in Production } 

‘A DAMSEL IN DISTRESS,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by George Stevens; original by P. G. Wodehouse; screen play by P. G. 
Wodehouse, Ernest Pagano and S. K. Laurel; photographed by Joe August. 
Cast: Fred Astaire, Joan Fontaine, Gracie Allen and George Burns, Ray 
Noble, Reginald Gardiner, Constance Collier, Montagu Love, Harry Watson, 
Jack Carson. 

‘HITTING A NEW HIGH,’ formerly titled IT NEVER HAPPENED BE- 
FORE,’ produced by Jesse L. Lasky; directed by Raoul Walsh; original by 
Robert Harari and Maxwell Shane; screen play by Gertrude Purcell and 


John Twist; eg gg by Roy Hunt. ast: Lily Pons, John Howard, 
Jack Oakie, Eric Blore, Edward Everett Horton, Billy Gilbert, Eduardo 
Ciannelli. 


‘WOMEN HAVE A WAY,’ formerly titled ‘THE FEMALE OF THE 
SPECIES,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Leigh Jason; orig- 
inal by Allan Scott and Charles Norman; screen play by Scott; photo- 
graphed by Peverell Marlay. Cast: Miriam Hopkins, Ray Milland, Walter 
Abel, Henry Stephenson, Alec Craig, Guinn Williams. 

‘SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARFS,’ feature length cartoon 
now being readied by Walt Disney studios for December release. 

‘SHE’S GOT THAT SWING,’ produced by Albert Lewis; directed by 
Joseph Santley; original by Joseph Hoffman and Monroe Shaff; photo- 
graphed by Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Gene Raymond, Ann Sothern, Victor 
Moore, Helen Broderick, Billy Gilbert, William Brisbane, Alan Bruce. 

‘BRINGING UP BABY,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Howard 
Hawks; 3 by Hagar Wilde; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: 
nara epburn, Cary Grant, tian Roberts, George Irving, Wesley 

rry. 

‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell; play and screen play by Arthur Kober; photographed by 





Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Richard 
‘Red’ Skelton, Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden, Lucille Ball. 

‘TAKING THE TOWN,’ produced by Maury Cohen; directed by Edward 
Killy; original by Arthur T. Horman; screen play by Horman and Franklin 
Coen; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Fred Stone, Dorothy Moore, 
Gordon Jones, Harlan Briggs, Paul Guilfoyle, George Irving, Frank M. 


Thomas, Berton Churchill, 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 

‘PORTIA ON TRIAL,’ produced by Al Levoy; directed by George Nich- 
olls, Jr.; original story by Faith Baldwin; screen Py by Sam Ornitz 
and E. E. Paramore, Jr.; photographed by Harry Wild. Cast: Walter Abel, 
Frieda Inescort, Neil Hamilton, Ruth Donnolly, Heather Angel. 

‘MANHATTAN MERRY-GO-ROUND,’ produced by Harry Sauber; 
directed by Chuck Reisner; original screen play by Harry Sauber; photo- 
graphed by Jack Marta. Cast: Phil Regan, Leo Carrillo, Ann Dvorak, James 
Gleason, Tamara Geva, Kay Thompson, Ted Lewis, Cab Calloway, Joe 
DiMaggio, Henry Armetta, rothy Paige, Selmer Jackson, Gene Autry. 

‘THE DUKE COMES BACK,’ produced by Herman Schlom; directed by 
Irving Pichel; Satevepost story by Lucien ar screen play by Adele 
Buffington. Cast: Allan Lane, Heather Angel, Genevieve Tobin, Joseph 
Crehan, John Russell, Chick Chandler, Selmer Jackson. 

‘SPRINGTIME IN THE ROCKIES,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
Joe Kane; original by Gilbert Wright; screen play by Jack Natteford and 
Betty Burbridge. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnett, Polly Rowles. 

‘ZORRO RIDES AGAIN’ (serial), produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
William Witney and Jack English; original screen play by Johnson Mc- 
Cauley. Cast: Duncan Renaldo, John Carroll, Elsa Christian, Richard 
Alexander, Roger William, Reed Howes. 

Republic Pictures Now in Production 

‘THE LADY MISBEHAVES,’ produced by Al Levoy; directed by Lloyd 
Corrigan; original by Joe Krumgold; screen play by Krumgold and Olive 
Cooper; photographed by Harry Wilde. Cast: Sally Eilers, Neil Hamilton, 
Joseph Schildkraut, Marcia Mae Jones, George Ernest, Mary Gordon. 

‘NEWS IN THE AIR,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by Nick 
Grinde; original screen play by Wellyn Totman and Jack Townley; photo- 
graphed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Wallace Ford, June Travis, Dean Jagger, 
Arthur Lake, Syd Saylor. 

‘WILD HORSE RODEO,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by George 
Sherman; original by Gilbert Wright; screen play by Betty Burbridge. 
Cast: Bob Livingstone, Max Terhune, Ray Corrigan. 


20th Century-Fox 
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Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘LOOK OUT, MR. MOTO,’ Sol M. Wurtzel, executive producer; directed 
by Norman Foster; original screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick; 
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photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Peter Lorre, Rochelle Hudson, Chick 
Chandler, George Regas, Robert Kent, J. Edward Bromberg. _ 

‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ Kenneth Macgowan, associate producer; directed by 
Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Sonya Levien, based on 
story by Niven Busch; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Alice Brady, Andy Devine, Brian Don- 
levy, Tom Brown, Phyllis Brooks, Berton Churc June Storey, Paul 
Hurst, Tyler Brooke, J. Anthony Hughes, Gene Reynolds. 

‘BORROWING TROUBLE,’ produced by Max Golden; directed by Frank 
Strayer; original screen play by Robert Chapin and Karen De Wolf; photo- 
raphed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, Shirley 

ne, Russell Gleason, June Carlson, Billy Mahan, George Ernest, Douglas 


Fowley. 

‘SECOND HONEYMOON,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; directed by 
Walter Lang; no writing credits; Leoig: she ear by Ernest Palmer. Cast: 
Tyrone Power, Loretta Young, Stuart rwin, Claire Trevor, Lyle Talbot, 
J. Edward Bromberg, Jayne Regan. 

20th-Fex Pictures New in Preduction — : 

‘LOVE AND HISSES,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; directed by Sid- 
ney Lanfield; original screen play by Arthur Arthur and Curtis Kenyon, Jr. 
Cast: Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie, Simone Simon, Joan Davis, Dick Bald- 
win, Wally Vernon, Bert Lahr. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN AT MONTE CARLO,’ 
rected by Eugene Foide; original by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; screen 
play by Jerry Cady and Charles Iden. Cast: Warner Oland, Virginia 
pad Robert Kent, Keye Luke, Harold Huber, Sidney Blackmer, Kay 
Linaker. 

‘BIG TOWN GIRL,’ produced by Milton Feld; directed by Alfred Werker; 
screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick, from original by Francis 
Whiting Reid; photographed by John Mescall. Cast: Claire Trevor, Donald 
Woods, Alan Dinehart, Maurice Cass, Alan Baxter, Lillian Yarbo. ; 

‘REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM,’ produced by Raymond Griffith; 
directed by Alan Dwan; songs by Lew Pollack and Sidney Mitchell; no 
other writer credits yet announced; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: 
Shirley Temple, Gloria Stuart, —— Scott, Jack Haley, Helen Westley, 
Alan Dinehart, Phyllis Brooks, William Demarest, Slim Summerville, 
Raymond Scott Quintet, Bill Robinson, Dixie Dunbar, The Peters Sisters. 


United Artists 


eases by John Stone; di- 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting previews are: 
‘I MET MY LOVE AGAIN,’ produced by Waiter Wanger; direcied by 
Arthur Ripley and Joshua Logan; screen play by David Hertz from novel 
by Allene Corliss; photographed by Hal Mohr. Cast: Joan Bennett, Henry 
Fonda, Dame May Whitty, Alan Marshall, Louise Platt, Alan Baxter, Tim 
Holt, Dorothy Stickney, Florence Lake, Genee Hall, Alice Cavenna. 
‘NOTHING SACRED,’ produced by David O. Selznick; directed by Wil- 
liam A. Wellman; original by James H. Street; screen play by Ben Hecht; 
photographed by Howard Greene. Cast: Carole Lombard, Fredric March, 
Charles Winninger, Walter Connolly, Sig Rumann, Frank Fay, Margaret 
Hamilton, Maxie Rosenbloom, Art Lasky, Hedda Hopper, John Qualen. 
‘HURRICANE,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by John Ford; 
screen play by Dudley Nichols, based on original story by Charles Norhoff 
and James Norman Hall; photographed by Bert Blennon. Cast: Jon Hall, 
Dorothy Lamour, Raymond Massey, Mary Astor, C. Aubrey Smith, Thomas 
Mitchell, Jerome Cowan, Movita, Mamo Clark, Kuleii De Clereq. 
‘THE ADVENTURES OF MARCO POLO,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; 
directed by Archie Mayo; screen play by Robert Emmett Sherwood; photo- 
ogg by Rudolf Mate and Archie Stout. Cast: Gary Cooper; Sigrid 
urie, Ernest Truex, Binnie Barnes, Basil Rathbone, George Barbier, Lotus 
Liu, Ferdinand Gottschalk. 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ produced by David O. Selz- 
nick; directed by Norman Taurog; screen play by John V. A. Weaver, from 
story by Mark Twain; photographed by James Wong Howe and Wilfred 
Cline. Cast: Tommy Kelly, Jackie Moran, May Robson, Walter Brennan, 
Ann Gillis, Victor Jory, Mickey Rentcshler, Cora Sue Collins, Charles Rich- 
man, Spring Byington, David Holt, Marcia Mae Jones, Margaret Hamilton, 
Philip Hurtic, Erville Alderson, Donald Meek, Nana Bryant, Victor Kilian, 
Frank McGlynn, Sr. 


United Artists Pictures New in Production 
‘THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES,’ poems by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by 
George Marshall; photography by Gregg Toland; original screen play by 
Ben Hecht. Cast: Kenny Baker, Virginia Verrill, Adolphe Menjou, the 
Ritz Brothers, Helen Jepson, Charles Kullmann, Phil Baker, Edgar Bergen 
and Charlie McCarthy, Zorina, Bobby Clark, Ella Logan, William Dollar, 
George Balanchine’s American Ballet, Andrea Leeds. 


Universal 
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Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘THE BOSS OF LONELY VALLEY,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed 
by Ray Taylor; novel by Forrest Brown; screen play by Frances Guihan. 
Cast: Buck Jones, Muriel Evans, Harvey Clark, Walter Miller, Lee Phelps, 
Ted Adams, Dickie Howland, Ezra Paulette, Matty Fain, Grace Goodall. 

‘ADVENTURE’S END,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Arthur 
Lubin; novel by Ben Ames Williarns; screen play by Ben G. Kohn. Cast: 
John Wayne, Diana Gibson, Moroni Olsen, Montagu Love, Maurice Black, 
Paul White, Cameron Hall, Patrick J. Kelly, George Cleveland. 

‘SUDDEN BILL DORN,’ produced by Buck Jones; directed by Ray 
Taylor; novel by Jackson Gregory; screen play by Frances Guihan. Cast: 
Buck Jones, Noel Francis, Frank McGlynn, Sr., Harold Hodge, Ted Adams, 
Evelyn Brent, Lee Phelps. 

‘SOME BLONDES ARE DANGEROUS,’ produced by E. M. Asher; di- 

urnett; screen play by Lester 


rected by Milton Carruth; novel by W. R. 
Cast: Noah Beery, Jr., Nan Grey, William Gargan, rothea Kent, 


Cole. 
Rowland Drew. ; 

‘A GIRL WITH IDEAS,’ formerly titled ‘MIGHTIER THAN THE 
SWORD,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by S. Sylvan Simon; 
original by Bruce Manning; screen play by Robert T. Shannon. Cast: 
Wendy Barrie, Walter Pidgeon, Kent Taylor, Henry Hunter, George Bar- 
oct Dorothea Kent, Hobart Cavanaugh, Samuel &. Hinds, Horace Mac- 

ahon. 

‘MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,’ produced by B. G. De Sylva; directed 
by Irving Cummings; original screen play by Monte Brice and Dorian 
Otvos. Cast: Joy Hodges, John King, Bert Lahr, Billy House, Mischa Auer, 
Jimmie Savo, Alice Brady, Barbara Read, Louise Fazenda, Richard Carle, 
Howard Cantonwine, Charley Williams, Dave Apollon and orchestra. 

‘COURAGE OF THE WEST,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe 
Lewis; original screen play by Jay Norton ker; photographed by Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Bob Baker, Lois January, J. Farrell MacDonald, Fuzzy Knight, 
Carl Stockdale. 

‘RENEGADE WRANGLERS,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joe 
Lewis; original screen play by Harry O. Hoyt; photographed by Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Bob Baker, Joan Barclay, Fuzzy Knight. 

‘TIM TYLER’S LUCK,’ produced by Henry MacRae; directed by Ford 
Beebe; screen play by Wyndham Gittens, Norman S. Hall, Ray Trampe. 
Cast: Frankie Thomas, Frances Robinson. 

‘A PRESCRIPTION FOR ROMANCE,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; 
directed by S. Sylvan Simon; original by John Reinhardt and Robert Ne- 
ville; screen play by James Mulhauser, Robert T. Shannon and Albert R. 
Perkins. Cast: Wendy Barrie, Kent Taylor, Mischa Auer, Dorothea Kent, 
Frank Jenks, Henry Hunter 

Universal Pictures Now in Production 

*YOU’RE A SWEETHEART,’ emery titled ‘YOUNG MAN’S FANCY,’ 
produced by B. G. De Sylva; directed by David Butler; original story by 
Bill Thomas, Maxwell Shane and Warren Wilson; screen play by Monte 
Brice and Charles Grayson. Cast: Alice Faye, George Murphy, Ken Mur- 
ray, the Three Diamond Brothers, Andy Devine, Larry Blake, Harry Stock- 
well, Charles Winninger, Frank Jenks, Frances Hunt. 
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Censure Censors 
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heavies of anybody but Germans and 
Russians—and Americans. No mat- 
ter how deep-dyed a villain, if he’s 
an American that’s jake with every- 
body all over the world. including 
America. 


But one crack at an old-time Mexi- 
can bandit and by grapevine word 
passes south of the Rio Grande and 
never stops traveling till it crosses 
the Panama Canal and hits Cape 
Horn. After that the picture is all 
set to get the Latin American works. 


Even comic characters are not 
liked by nations whose nationalism 
suffered an arrested development 
through recent centuries and has 
only begun to flower since the world 
war. Producers duck that one by 
making him a Latin from Manhattan 
and billing him ‘Nick.’ Nick, they 
argue when cornered, can even be 
the name of a Russian. 


One such character in a current 
$1,000,000 saga of pioneering days 
still has Mussolini shaking his head 
about that Nick. It may be a Greek 
to the producers, but it’s a spaghetti- 
bender to him. 


As to who stopped the production 
of Humphrey Cobb's ‘Paths of Glory’ 
and Sinclair Lewis’ ‘It Can’t Happen 
Here’ the Hollywood  censorial 
stooges don’t know and for the mo- 
ment care less. Their only concern 
with things of that sort is to concede 
that with the present setup and the 
present pusillanimity of producers 
no A idea for world-betterment has 
a chance, 


One of the main things against 
pictures is that despite their im- 
provement in 20 years they still rate 
as something less than literature, 
painting, sculpture and architecture 
by people who will battle any at- 
tempt to inflict censorship on these 
art-forms. 

Even holy men in high places can 
be snobs about things of this sort, 
and until they get the regard for 
pictures that cardinals in the Mid- 
dle Ages had for paintings, pro- 
ducers looks for no help from that 
quarter. Five hundred years from 
now, maybe, but not next week, or 
next year, and certainly not today. 

While conceding that such move- 
ments as the Legion of Decency did 
a fine job in sapolioing pictures, the 
studios aren’t so sure they’re still 
doing it. 

Millenium Idea 

All such movements shake down 
in time to committees and after that 
instead of a traffic cop you have a 
dead horse in the road. Committees 
are jobholders and either get hard- 
ened to what they are seeing or, 
if the case for censorship is sound, 
must necessarily get their minds and 
morals poisoned after seeing 500 pix 
a year in their worst state. 

Rotating the work, giving each 
member one or two pictures a year 
to see, not more, lest he become in- 
fected, and confining the peeks to 
people young enough to know if cer- 
tain scenes really do harm them are 
some of the ideas advanced as a way 
out of censorial boredom. Others 
have suggested that the organiza- 
tions showing some vitality be 
widened in their memberships until 
all America gets in. After that 
they’d be so democratic as to not 
need outside censorship, since 120,- 
000,000 can’t be wrong. 

As to cleaning it all up with piti- 
less publicity, as the studios have 
been urged to do several times by 
name-writers only too willing to go 
to bat if the studios would turn over 
the material in their archives to the 
writers, the producers have been 
reluctant to do this. 

What Red Lewis, they argue, or 
Gene Fowler would say about cen- 
sors would be read by people who 
already agree with them and would 
have no influence on the rest, be- 
cause such writers are known as 
ribald scoffers and certainly in any 
case are not recent converts to the 
faith, 

If a writer like the late G. K. 
Chesterton would come along and 
want to use the material to blast 
censorship back into the lap of the 
Puritan fathers, the studios would 
give him the key to their secrets. 
Meanwhile their taking it out on 
table-cloths, and each other. 





LEVY DIRECTING 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Bert Levy makes his bow as ® 
20th-Fox director with ‘Blonde 
Moll,’ skedded to start Nov. 15. 
Phyllis Brooks and Lyle Talbot 
are set as featured players and Sol 
M. Wurtzel will produce. 
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| EXPLOITATION 


-: By Epes W. Sargent 





Swank in St. Loo 


St. Louis. 

When Fanchon & Marco inaugu- 
rated the cinema guild method of 
screen entertainment in its Shady 
Oak Theatre in Clayton, a residen- 
tial suburb of St. Louis, it also in- 
augurated a new type of theatre ad- 
vertising that has attracted much 
attention in this neck of the woods. 
Hand set ads in a distinctive French 
font indicated the artistic nature of 
the theatre. Placed on the theatrical 
page, by contrast, these ads definitely 
attracted the eye from the heavy 
blacks which generally mark local 
theatrical advertising. 

First advertisement was placed on 
the society page, rather than the 
amusement section, and naturally 
this created a great deal of comment 
especially from the ty of persons 
who would be attracted to the open- 
ing film feature ‘Nine Days a 
Cueen.’ Marvin Casmir, chief of 
F&M publicity department, also 
utilized the greatly cherished mail- 
ing lists of the St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra and art and culture clubs 
of the city as mediums through 
which to publicize the attractions at 
the Shady Oak where the admission 
is 50c. and 75c. and only one per- 
formance given each evening. 





Baseball Helped 


Fort Worth. 

Charlie Carden, local press agent 
for Worth theatre, and Ben Hill, 
special rep from VU. A., put over 
some nifties in exploiting ‘Vogues.’ 

Outstanding stunts included double 
truck layout of the most photo- 
graphed girls in the world in Sunday 
Star-Telegram roto section. Co-op 
full page ad, paid for by local mer- 
chants. Effective window displays in- 
cluded seven windows of the Fair 
store, in which 46x60 biowups from 
picture were used, along with 11x14 
fashion stills, coils of picture film, 
and tie-in cards, 

A break aiorng with the engage- 
ment of ‘Vogues’ was having the 
championship Fort Worth baseball 
club down, as guest of the theatre, 
and introduced from the stage. The 
stunt drew a full house. The ball 
players put on the show; local mer- 
chants paid for it (giving each player 
gifts), and the theatre collected the 
proceeds. 





Candid Stunt 


Indianapolis. 

Inspired by the obvious possibili- 
ties of ‘Vogues of 1938,’ Orville 
Crouch and Ward Farrar of Loew’s 
have added some of their own ideas 
to get more free lineage than any 
other exploitation campaign this 
year. 

Farrar and Crouch, being candid 
camera addicts, tied-up with the 
Star to award five prizes of $20 each 
to the five best dressed women at- 
tending the theatre on the three 
opening days of pic. Lobby is bril- 
liantly lighted to make possible 


snaps, and 300 exposures were 
taken. Each woman is given a card 
stating, ‘You have been chosen as 


one of the best. dressed women in 
town.’ Pictures of five prize win- 
ners will be published in Star with 
femmes using them as identification 
to collect prize coin. order to 
keep the losers from feeling bad, 
6,500 cards were passed out. 


MGM’s Shorts Mag 


Getting in step with the growing 
trend favoring the more intelligent 
use and advertising of short sub- 
jects, the Metro publicity staff comes 
forward with the M-G-M Short 
Story, an attractive 20-page maga- 
zine devoted exclusively to the pro- 
motion of the short subjects. Herb 
Morgan is the editor, but Howard 
Dietz and all the lads kick in with 
stories in the first issue, and that 
means a formidable array of writing 
talent all concentrating on the 
orphan child of the pictures. 

With Metro’s important line-up of 
diminutives, it is natural that it 
should lead off with this concen- 
trated appeal. It is to be hoped that 
other producers will fall into line, 
for with a concerted effort the shorts 
can often be made really important 
sales factors if only the exhibitors 
get it through their heads that shorts 
are featurettes and not merely some- 
thing with which to bring up a pro- 
gram to desired length. 

Short Story will be a monthly 
until further notice. 


Monks and Radio 


Seattle. 

Turning back a page in theatre 
advertising, ‘Borneo’ (20th), current- 
ly at Orpheum, is played up in true 
Martin Johnson style, using increased 
newspaper space and a jungle thea- 
tre front with live monkeys, et cet. 
Ads stress thrills, jungles, and ‘sights 
never before seen.’ Also getting 
radio spots. 

Hamrick-Evergreen Theatres have 
new radio program, on KOL, 
minutes at 5:45 thrice weekly, known 
as ‘Hamrick-Evergreen Review.’ 
Consists of electrical transcriptions 
from bits in pixes, highlights from 
Hollywood, and plugs for current 
local attractions. Hart Edwards, 
reg announcer at KOL, handles pro- 
gram with continuity written at Vic 

auntlett’s H-E offices. 











Financial 


Detroit. 

8 one of several build-ups for 
High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par) 
at Michigan theatre here, Publicity 
Director Earl Hudson inserted a 
four-inch one-column ad in finan- 
cial pages of local sheets, with all 
the trappings of a financial report. 

Headed by ‘Paramount Pictures 
Balance Sheet for the $2,000,000 pro- 
duction,’ the ad listed various as- 
pects of the flicker, such as ‘Ro- 
mance,’ ‘music,’ etc., with valuation 
of each. Headings were ‘romance,’ 
listing Irene Dunne, Randolph Scott, 
etc.; ‘Music,’ by Kern and Hammer- 
stein; ‘action,’ rush for fortunes; and 
‘spectacle,’ free-for-all fight. 
_ Signed off with ‘complete account- 
ing starting Friday with stunning 
figures in person by Ina Ray Hutton 
a Her Melodears, Michigan the- 
atre. 





Victorian Smash 


The RKO press book for ‘Victoria 
the Great’ is one of the outstanders 
thus far this season for color work, 
sales aids and typographical display. 
The color work is particularly good 
and so planned that it can be used 
for the lobby. Backing up the sales 
talk is a bunch of germane exploita- 
tion suggestions and material for a 
coloring contest. A radio script is 
included and a six-day newspaper 
pictorial strip. 

If the British-made picture is not 
put over in a big way, it will not be 
the fault of the RKO forces. They 
have done about everything that 
could be done, and have done it 
smartly. 





It’s an Idea 


Ponca City. 

A special matinee was held by the 
Roxy theatre here for Boy Scouts 
and Cubs of the city during show- 
ing of ‘Dead End,’ film having been 
approved by the Boy Scouts of 
America. Showing was held 4:45 in 
the afternoon, with only a small 
charge, below regular rates, for 
scouts and cubs, according to Jack 
McCollum, Roxy manager. 


| Theatre Changes 


Charlotte, N. C. 

New theatre, the Tryon, will seat 
600, expected to be ready for open- 
ing about Christmas. Owners oper- 
ate houses at Roanoke, Va., and 
Winston-Salem. Headed by Ellis 
Blumenthal. Headquarters for the 
concern recently shifted to Char- 
lotte, 














Canton, O, 

Changes in theatre ownership re- 
ported in eastern Ohio recently: Pal- 
ace, Holgate to Don D. Lewis; Diana, 
Grafton, to J. D. Koharik; Ohio, 
Galion, to Galion Theatre Co.; Bijou, 
Xenia, is now the —-. Southsi 
Ironton, the State and Ottawa, 
tawa, the Hiegel. 





Lynchburg, Va, 
Ground was broken Saturday (9) 
at Elks National Home, Bedford, Va., 
for Fred Harper Memorial theatre, 
named in honor of the Lynchbu 
attorney who was once grand exalte 
ruler. Mr. Harper died this year, 
House, gift of Dr. Robert 8. Baw. 
ratt, of Alexandria, will be equipped 
for stage as well as film shows, an 
will seat nearly 400. 





OFjahome City. 
Glenn Thompson will shortly open 
a new house at Atoka, 

Hydro, in town of same name, 
seating 300 to be opened within 
days by Richard Buchanan. 

ack Pierce opening a new 300- 
seater at Stigler. 

Consolidated Theatres, Ine., finishe 
ing new house at Mangum. 

Ancel Challener, sound gervice 
man for the Griffith enterprses, has 
accepted a postion on the faculty of 
the engineering school, University 
of Oklahoma. 





Harrisburg, Pa, 

Jay Emanuei, Philadeiphia theatre 
owner and operator, has signed a 
21-year lease for the Russ buildin 
downtown business section here, a 
will convert it into a modérn cine 

Owners of the building, Mrs. ds 
Russ and daughter, Mrs. Ro 
Strickland, had held up the ion for 
a time because of insistence for a 
bond covering the lease, but this 
matter has been compromised. 

A large ballroom floor will not 
be disturbed. Emanuel will spend 
$100,000 on a theatre to take up the 
first two floors, seating capacity of 
1,100. 


——_——_» 


San Antonio, 

Changes in Interstate Theatre per- 
sonnel here is as follows: Leroy 
Handley asst. mgr. at Aztec; Milton 
Coalson, chief of service at Majes- 
tic; Robert Nelson, assistant skipper 
at the Texas; Eric Brendler, assis- 
tant manager at Palace; hynn Krue- 
ger, house manager at Harlandale; 
Norman Schwartz, Highland man- 
ager: Jack Silverthorn, assistant 
skipper and treasurer of the High- 
land. 





Buck Owen’s Tour 


Canton, Oct. 19. 

Buck Owen, film cowboy, and a 
company of 15, including the Mari- 
bou Ranch band and his stunt horse, 
Goldie, making personal appear- 
ances in major houses throughout 
the midwest. 

Opening recently at the Savoy, 
Louisville, the unit played three 
days in that state, moved into Ohio 
for a couple of days, and then into 
western Pennsylvania. After Vir- 
ginia and West Virginia Owen heads 


Sino-Japanese conflict has done 
more to revive keen competish be- 
tween newsreels than any single fac- 
tor in recent years. Not only has 
it produced a return to the old days 
when every newsreel company was 





west for Hollywood, where he is 

under contract to Columbia out to grab footage, no matter what 
William Morris Agency ps map- | the cost, but the rivalry has pro- 

ping the route. Owen during the | duced better material with a con- 


sequent upturn in box office interest. 
Odd part of the actual Chinese- 
on Japanese war front shooting by the 
> newsreel boys is that it has meant 
COLLINS’ NEWSREEL SPIEL |hardly any material hike in costs 
Claude Collins, news editor for} to the larger newsreels, now operat- 
Pathe News for a number of years| ing in the black, anyway. It’s figured 
and up until the recent shakeup, has/| that two cameramen used by most 
turned lyceum lecturer. of the news weeklies cost about $900 
He describes how to become a| per week in expenses, including raw 
newsreel editor and outlines other| stock and insurance on cameramen 
inside stuff about newsreel making, | and equipment. Salaries are in addi- 
illustrating his talk with motion pic-| tion, but considered a recurring ex- 
tures of big national news events} pense item. 
of past few years. While this is considerable outlay 


summer was featured in several ro- 
deo presentations in this district. 








Adtahce Production Chart 





(Continued from page 24) 
Warners 


Now Balance to 


Number 2 umber Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Be‘ore Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
NE. aid chs dee 60 * ¥5 9 13 27 9 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘ALCATRAZ ISLAND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McCann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur; photographed by Lu 
O’Connell. Cast: John Litel, Ann Sheridan, Mary Maguire, Gordon Oliver, 
Addison Richards, Ben Welden, Dick Percell, George E. Stone, Doris Lloyd. 

‘SUBMARINE D-1,’ produced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd Bacon; 
original story by Commander Frank Wead; screen play by William Wister 
Haines; photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: Pat O’Brien, George Brent, 
Wayne Morris, Frank McHugh, Doris Weston, Ronald Reagan, Henry 
O’Neill, Owen King, Dennie Moore. 

‘MISSING WITNESS,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
Clemens; original screen play by Kenneth Gamet and Don Ryan; photo- 
graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Dick Purcell, Jean Dale, John Litel, Eddie 
Acuff, Hugh O’Connell. 

‘EVIDENCE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Frank McDonald; 
original screen play by Crane Wilbur and George Bricker; photographed 
by James Van Trees. Cast: Dick Foran, June Travis, John Litel, George E. 
Stone, Dick Purcell, Veda Ann Borg, Ward Bond, Tommy Bupp. 

‘SH! THE OCTOPUS,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Mc- 
Gann; screen play by George Bricker from play by Ralph Murphy and 
Donald Gallaher; camera, Warren Lynch. Cast: Hugh Herbert, Alien 
Jenkins, Marcia Ralston, George Rosener, John Eldredge, Eric Stanley. 

‘SERGEANT MURPHY,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Breezy 
Eason; original screen play by Abem Finkel and William Jacobs; camera, 
Ted McCord. Cast: Ronald Reagan, Mary Maguire, Donald Crisp, Edmund 
Cobb, Max Hoffman, Jr., William Davidson, 

‘WITHOUT WARNING,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Johnny 
Farrow; original screen play by Crane Wilbur; camera, Lu O’Connell. Cast: 
Boris Karloff, Marie Wilson, Eddie Craven, Regis Toomey, Charles Tow- 
bridge, John Harron, Willard Parker, Frank Faylen. 

‘LARGER THAN LIFE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler; 
adapted from play by Joseph Schrank, based on magazine story by Norman 
Matson; screen play by Schrank and Robertson White; camera, Arthur 
Todd. Cast: Frank McHugh, Berton Churchill, Jane Wyman, Ferris Tay- 
lor, Dianne Lewis, Cora Witherspoon, Raymond Hatton, William Haade, 
Tom Kennedy. 

*‘TOVARICH,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Anatole Litvak; 
play by Jacques Deval; screen play by Casey Robinson; photographed by 

harles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, Charles Boyer, Basil Rathbone, 
Melville Cooper, Isabelle Jones, Anita Louise, Allan Conrad, Morris Car- 
novsky, Gregory Gaye, Fritz Feld, Vladimir Sokoloff, Kurt Bois, Christian 
Rub, Reine Riano, Montagu Love, George Davis, May Boley, Alphonse 
Martel, Heather Tratcher. 

‘PATIENT IN ROOM 18,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Bobby 
Connolly; original screen play by Mignon Eberhart; photographed by James 
Van Trees. Cast: Ann Sheridan, Patric Knowles, Vicki Lester, Edward 
McWade. 

‘ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
William Clemens; original screen play by George Bricker, Anthony Colde- 
way and Morton Grant; photographed by Bob Ross. Cast: Ronald Reagan, 
Gloria Blondell, Addison Richards, Hugh O’Connell, Dick Purcell, Sheila 
Bromley. 

‘WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT,’ formerly titled ‘THIS WOMAN IS 
DANGEROUS,’ and ‘RETURN FROM LIMBO,’ produced by Robert Lord; | 
directed by Stanley Logan; original by A. H. Z. Carr; screen play by 
Horace Jackson; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, Pat 
O’Brien, Alan Mowbray, Gordon Oliver, Ralph Forbes, Herbert Rawlinson, 
John Eldredge, Thurston Hall, Grant Mitchell. 

‘TOO MUCH OF EVERYTHING,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
Arthur Lubin; original screen play by Lawrence Kimble, Jean Negulesco 
and Wally Klein; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Dolores Costello, 
Bonita Granville, Donald Crisp, Donald Briggs, Natalie Moorhead, Lucille 
Gleason. 

Warner Pictures in Production 


‘HOLLYWOOD HOTEL,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Busby 


Newsreelers in Scoopee Race; 


Sino-Jap, Other Events Prove B.0. 


==? 








for covering one aspect of news, the 
newsreel execs recoup by overlook- 
ing certain domestic news or oddi- 
ties. Thing that pleases them is that 
they are assured of 500 to 1,000 feet 
of surefire news material every 
week, with the amount of editing a 
negligible factor. Many newsreels do 
not count $450 to $500 excessive for 
a good story for their reels. 

Other angle of the newsreel boys 
straining at the leash to grab top 
matter also is viewed as an encour- 
aging and healthy sign for their fu- 
ture, 

Manner in which Universal played 
up its first pictures from the Orient 
front made their competitors smart 
but it has roused them from any 
lethargy. They admit it. It has stirred 
up the competitive spirit to the ex- 
ploding point. 

Typical of this desire to snare spot 
news occurred in Maine last week 
when two gangsters were killed re- 
| sisting arrest. Wires burned as each 


of five newsreels battled to obtain 
first pictures. Same held true with 
the Utah-Wyoming plane crackup 
Sunday (17). 

Jap Buy-off 


Two newsreel companies were re- 
ported as having been approached 
by Japanese interests to secure 
footage that was released formally 
last Thursday. Understood that 
scenes desired were of ‘captured 
Japanese aviators being guarded 
while garbed in underwear and lit- 
tle else. Both newsreels refused 
because of suppression angle. Sur- 
prising thing to competitive news- 
reels was that these shots, seem- 
ingly harmless in VU. S., should be 
wanted by any purported rep of 
Japan, through both proposals bore 
the mark of authenticity. 

In the past, American, newsreels 
have been approached for footage 
by Japanese newsreel represent- 
atives because the nation is news- 
reel-minded and the two big native 


newsreel companies are always 
alert for thorough coverage. They 
have been as anxious to get the 


Chinese side of the conflict as U. 
S. newsreels are obtaining views of 
both sides. 

Asachi and Nichi Nichi, big Japa- 





nese newsreel syndicates, also op- 
erate the newsreel services. One 
American newsreel supplies one, 


which makes the rival firm all the 
more eager to secure thorough 
news handling. 


Paramount, Universal, Fox Mov- 
ietone and Metro in the past week 
all had much the same scenes, ap- 
pearing as though the cameramen 
were shooting from the same spot 
in some topics. Exceptions were 
the newsreels that showed the cap- 
tured aviators. 


OMAHA ORPHEUM, 
RKO SUBSID, BKPT. 


The Omaha Orpheum Co., subsid 
of the defunct Orpheum Theatres 
Corp., on Thursday (14) filed an in- 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy in 
N. Y. federal court through O. R. 
McMahon, its president. The petition 
lists assets at $7,047 in cash, but 
does not fix any amount as to its 
debts. Attorneys, however, estimated 
the company’s debts will reach over 
$2,000,000. 


The Omaha company built the 











erkeley; original story by Jerry Wald and Maurice Leo; screen play by 
ald, Leo and Richard Macauley; camera, Charles Rosher, Cast: Dick 
Powell, Frances Langford, Mona Marshall, Lola Lane, Hugh Herbert, 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Alan Mowbray, Ted Healy, Allyn Joslyn, Eric 
Stanley, Edgar Kennedy, Benny Goodman and band, Louella O. Parsons. 
‘GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT, produced in technicolor by Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Michael Curtiz; story by Clements Ripley; screen play 
by Warren Duff and Robert Buckner: photographed by Sol Polito. Cast: 
Hosuae Brent, Olivia de Havilland, Claude Rains, Margaret Lindsay, Tim 
Holt, Russell Simpson, John Litel, George Hayes, Pat West, Marcia Ralston; 
‘THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD,’ produced by Henry Blanke; 
directed by William Keighley; original screen play by Norman Reilly Raine 
and Seton I. Miller; photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Errol Flynn, 


Nebraska theatre, Omaha, at a cost 
of $1,500,000. The property was fore- 
closed in 1933 and the theatre was 
| sold to the Abe Blank circuit for 
$100,000. 

Listed among the creditors filed 
with the petition but which does not 
state the amounts owed are Stadium 
Theatres Corp. of California, Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, RKO-Radio Pic- 





Olivia de Havilland, Ian Hunter, Claude Rains, Basil Rathbone, Patric 
Knowles, Alan Hale, Eugene Pallette, Melville Cooper, Herbert Mundin. 
‘SWING YOUR LADY,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Ray 
Enright; original by Kenyon Nicholson and Charles Robinson; screen play 
Joseph Schrank and Maurice Leo; photographed by Arthur Edeson. 
ast: Humphrey Bogart, Dorothy McNulty, Louise Fazenda, Frank Mc- 
ugh. Allen Jenkins, Eddie Acuff, Nat Pendleton. 


ENROD AND HIS TWIN BROTHER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; di- | 


rected by William McGann; original screen play by William Jacobs and 
Hugh Cummings; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Billy and Bobby 
Mauch, Spring Byington, Charles Halton, Jackie Morrow, Bennie Bartlett, 
Frank Craven. 

‘HIGHWAY PIRATES,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by B. Reeves 
Eason; original screen play by Sherman Lowe; photographed by Ted 
McCords. Cast: Beverly Roberts, Dick Purcell, Gloria Blondell, Charles Foy. 


‘BLONDES AT WORK,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Frank | 


McDonald; original screen play by Albert Demond; photographed by 
Warren Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Tom Kennedy, 
Rosella Towne, Donald Briggs, Kenneth Harlan, Carole Landis. 


| tures and RKO-Radio Booking Corp.., 
| the estate of Roscoe Arbuckle, the 3 
| Rio Bros. and the Hudson Wonders, 
| vaude acts. 


Keene Gallops Off 
Holly wood, Oct. 19. 
Monogram started ‘Romance of the 
Rockies,’ its second Tom Keene 
western, yesterday (Mon.) with R. N, 
Bradbury producing and directing. 


Also starting yesterday at Monoe- 


| gram was “Telephone Operator,’ di- 


rected by Scott Pembroke and pro- 
j duced by Lon Young. 
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Double Time for “Double Wedding > 
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Film Reviews 
~ LUCREZIA BORGIA the largest news photo agency in the 


(Continued from page 12) Page aes idncen, Ses the cast, as 
: : : “» e lad who grabs > fly 
Picture is historical, with heav ler | ond with # sig called’ Gack ny he 
emphasis on the eg of the | sereen after dropping out several 
ruthless Cesar Borgia | Kr ee ©|season ago, is Boots Mallory, who 
life of his sister, papecen oe sth | holds the unique job of being a sob- 
the film is titled. Period is the 15th) } i, and the society editor all at the 
century, when the Papacy was at) -.ie time. 
its lowest ebb under Alexander VI\"" Film is at home to friends on the 
(Rodrigo Borgia). Just prior to the| short side of the dual, little about 
Reformation, the Papacy was at that} jy able to wrench from a dime to a 
time practically another Italian State quarter frorn a potential patron who 
ruled by the Borgias for their ag-| i, jooking for a pic to see and has a 
g-ondizement. selection. 

Nepotism, fratricide. brutal mur-| Joe Crehan and Howard Lang, one 
ders and general disregard for hu-/a city editor sore on the world, in- 
man life, akin to contemporary | cluding himself, and the other photo 
gangster wars, are shown as the/ed for the newspaper’s by-product, 
principal activities of this mob, whose|a picture paper, do 
dosire is the unification of Italy. The| story can expect. Crehan gets a bit 
history that the scenario is based on | hefty with himself, but it was want- 
foct gives it educational value and) ed rough. 
nicture will undoubtedly have a sub- Suzanne Kaaren cavorts her figure 
stantiel draw from those who like; about in some 
the foreign product. Hardly likely | Ho! 
to please high church clerics, but no| er. for a couple of toots of the 
matter how you slice this one, it| wt 3 well. Not much of a film 
gets by as history. for .. o. hope. Barn. 

Gabriel Gabrio portrays the bestial, 
swashbuckling Cesar Borgia as a 
thoroughly bad man who rips his 
meat off bones in big chunks. He 
barters off Lucrezia, his sister, ines - Mies weasel ee et eee 
played by Edwige Feuillere, in suc-| stars’ Dick Foran. Features Patricia, Wal 
cessive political deals at Machiavel-| that. Directed by Reeves Eason. Story by 





slinky gowns, and 
Herbert, newspaper publish- 





EMPTY HOLSTERS 


(WITH SONGS) 


li’s suggestion. Latter role is credita- | &« Karl Repp; screenplay, John T. Neville; 

bly handled by Aime Clariond. ae - a ee as oa ‘ ~ - ra 
. mera t Mct ore milone 

Picture also treats of the protests) gy.) «, GIR’ , 


Ai 4 y ime 62 
by Savonarola, famous Florentine! mins Cee 
reformer and soapboxer of the day,| Clay Brent .. as Dick Foran 
against degeneration of the Papal | ("0 “a's OS ae 
office. For this he is martyred by) puck Govern ............ hictceunis Sarin 


burning at the stake, through Borgia| Tex Roberts ....... veeesees Glen Strange 


machinations. —- - : iscsapeen’ wit né kasene 
~+5 ‘< > : eo i ron oe ere e eee ou 2TO e 
Production ae along the lines of Cutter BBR s.kscoseca George Cheeseboro 
the lavish silents, with numerous, from Raines weasseees Charles Le Moyne 
mob scenes nothing extraordinary. | (‘al Hardin ............ .... Bdmund Cobb 
Neither is the photography, though mally Sy ot eavesne J. Pp. McGowan 
° . . . . n ' se ° ereseete oe a ‘ 

cting, which is along heavy lines, | Bantiy . sc icccccieccencetsvse Ninel Gwe 
satisfactory for this type of picture.| Jerry . -ecceess Henry Otho 


Presently in its second year in Paris, | 
it has been banned in England, Italy Dick 
and Germany. Its showing here will 
be some consolation for those who! 
carry the censorship chip. 


Where Trails Divide 


Monogram release of R. N. Bradbury pro-| its story and, therefore, is not as 
duction Stars Tom Keene. 


| 
| 
| 


Foran’s tenor voice and his 
beautiful horse are integral factors 
in making this mesa drama’ one of 
the better films of its kind. It’s a 
twin bill action picture. 

Like nearly all films of this type, 


Fleanor Stewart, Warner Richmond Di aoe ar ~ding ¢ 
rected by R. N. Bradbury. Screenplay and has a lot of hard riding and an 
dialog, Robert Kmmett: camera, Bert | @undance of gunplay, but some- 


Longenecker. Reviewed in 
Koom, N. ¥., Oct. 13, ’37. 
5” mins. 


Projection 
tunning time, 


what shy on comedy. 
Cast: Tem Keene, Eleanor Stewart, War- 


l'rice, Richard Cramer, James bheridan. 





The kind of frontier yarn which! waits, but on parole, Foran is for- 
could be told in a few feet of film.| bidden by the sheriff to carry arms. 
This picture is slow and dull. Not! Just the same he manages to clear 
a sincere sombrero type. It’s un-/! things up and prove that he is an 
important except where Tom Keene| innocent man amid a_ frolicsome 
has influence and the alfalfa fans} shooting spree in which three quar- 
aren’t particular about their kind of | ters of the cast get popped off. 
screen fun, Foran yodels a couple of saddle 

Has only a chuckle or two andj} tunes. Now and then a bit of humor 
dramatically no bite. | exudes through the tense plot. 

That familiar formula is followed The film has scenic breadth, action 
wherein the hero is not what he is | depth and intelligent direction. Most 
supposed to be. Keene, presumably | of the acting is .okay and the cos- 
a lawyer, turns out to be a cop on, tuming good, indicating a _ sincere 
soecial assignment to nab a gang or | eftort to make a true type of saddle 
stagecoach robbers. Keene's brother » drama. 
and stagecoach agent is an accom- The kids particularly will like this 
plice of the crooks. one because Foran is the type that 

The heart interest is Eleanor Stew- | app. ‘Is to juvenile worshippers and 
art, a passenger in the stagecoach | Patricia Walthall makes a_ pretty 
which brings Keene to town. The | 800d heroine. The lad who plays 
rest is easy. Keene barks his way | the gang chieftain is a bit on the 
through to success and love without | gaslight side. Shan, 
pooping much gunfire. ager ae 

Scenically the picture is unimpres- 
sive, and on the whole the feature 
is dull. with only a few horses to 
gear the action. Warner Richmond (FRENCH MADE) 
is a slv gang chieftain rather than a Paris, Oct. 8. 
tough hombre. Shan. A Sigma Film production released by Les 

Films Voe Directed by Julien Duvivier; 


HERE’S FLASH CASEY poor gas gg Rn4e om ann i dolien toe: 


Vivier, with dialogs by Henri Jeanson, Jean 


gh ————E = 


(‘A Dance Program’) 


jtwo years after graduation to own | 


as well as the | 


the picture takes too long in telling | \winiam 


Meatures | speedy as might be desired. But it 


Foran’s rival for the hand of the 
banker’s daughter, a dirty crook, is 

5 : successful in framing Foran for a 
ner Richmond, Loraine Randall, David ttagecoac bber . : d b 
Sharp, Charles French, Steve Clark, Hal| 5 agecoach zi robbery committe y 
| the man himself. So, Foran serves 
time and then is paroled. The girl 


jattended that ball and, instead of 
discovering the eight as she expect- 
ed, she finds a suicide, a death and 
six men progressing in diverse occu- 
pations. 

She finds the suicide first. Twenty 
| years have passed since his death. 
Francoise Rosay is insane, always 
| believing her son will return. Harry 
| Baur, as a priest who has entered the 
|church to forget that he once loved 
| Miss Bell, is next encountered. Baur 
jis not a convincing priest; scene is 
| too long; adds little to pic. 

Next comes Pierre Blanchar as a 
drug-taking doctor whose _ profes- 
sional work consists in abortions. 
| He does not recognize his caller at 
first; goes crazy and shoots his mis- 
tress when he does, and she leaves. 

And so to Fernandel as a hair- 
dresser, married, with countless kids. 
But he takes Miss Bell to the scene 
iof the first ball. She sees it as a 
;}squalid little room instead of the 


her dreams. 
Raimu is the mayor of a small 


town in the south of France, pre- | 


paring to marry his cook when dis- 
red 


ePOw ‘c reer + . . < © } 
covered. He is real, interesting and! 


amusing, but bringing in son of un- 
healthy character detracts from 
‘amusing lightness of this episode. 
Then to Jouvet, who is the proovrie- 
itor of a cabaret indulging in pilfer- 
jing from his clients on the side while 
| they dance. 

| Pierre-Richard Willm ig a guide at 
winter resorts who loves his life and 
itakes his women as they come. His 
| performance, as usual, is light, with- 
lout force and stability of character 
| demonstration. 


Search for the last name reveals | 
that he has always lived across from | 


Miss Bell during her entire married 
| life. He has recently died. But he 
|has left a son. She adopts him with 
| maternal interest. 

| Story tries to take in too much and 
takes too long to put across. 


Hugo 


| OH, MR. PORTER! 
(BRITISH MADE) 

: London, Oct. 6. 
| 

| 

| 

| 


General Film Distributors’ release of 
Gainsborough production. Stars Will Hay. 
Directed by Marcel Varnel. Sereen play 
by J. O. €. Orton, Val Guest, Marriott 
Edgar, from original story Dy rank 
Launder. Camera, Arthur 'rabtree 
the Phoenix theatre, London, Oct a “Bi. 
Running time, 85 


— 


mins. 


4g. PRUE TTT china Will Hay 

| Jeremiah Harbottle........Moore Marriott 
Albert . sua veweeees . Graham Moffatt 

Mr. Trimbletow....ccccose. Sebastian Smith 

Mrs. Trimbletow....-cececes Agnes Lauchlan 

| Superiniendent..........- ....Perey Walsh 
CaPONNNS 6.6. di aees seenetes Dennis Wyndham 

POSIIAM s 0 oo cc cevses sve ....-Dave O'Toole 


‘The Ghost Train,’ written around 
the comic personality of Will Hay, 
supported by his very ‘aged’ and 
very ‘young’ foils hitherto associated 
with his stage and screen appear- 
| ances. Will do well locally, where 
ithe star is known, but the feature 
|!would probably suffer considerably 
in transit further afield. 

| An amiable misfit, with a brother- 
|in-law in the railway company, is 
jsent as a last resort to a tiny, ob- 
jscure village in Ireland as station- 
master, where his family hope to 
| be rid of him. 


| Finding a decrepit clerk and fat- 
| boy porter the only occupants of the 
| station, where no train ever stops, 
|the newcomer tries to convert the 
| ramshackle dump into something 
worthy of his dignity. 

He senses a sinister atmosphere, 
jin that his predecessors have either 
|disappeared mysteriously, or gone 
jnutty. Planning an excursion to 
|Connemara, he encounters a one- 
leyed stranger, who books the train 
|for a football team. The train van- 
|ishes, and the locals say he is going 
screwy as the man he claims to have 
jseen is their native ghost who 
|haunts the line. 

Tracking the lost excursion to a 
disused tunnel and derelict line, the 
dauntless stationmaster discovers the 
|}supposedly ghostly crew are gun- 
lrunners about to get over the border. 
| Uncoupling the carriages he hitches 
}them to his obsolete old engine and 
lrushes it back, hurling an S.OS. 
ithrough a station window as they 
|dash through. All the levers are 
|then switched until the train safely 
lands at a terminus, and the gang 
jis met by a squad of police. 
| Kids will like it. Plenty of excite- 
| ment, with not so much slapstick as 
| usual—the laughs being more legiti- 
mate. No love interest to mar the 
comedy, as far as the juvenile mind 








Grand National release of Max and Ar- | >#rment = and ternard Zimmer; decors, 
thur Alexander production. Features Eric Paul Colin; camera, M. Kleber and Agos- 
Linden, Boots Mallory, Cully Richards, Di- | fini. At the Mariveaux, Paris. Running 
rected by Lynn Shores. Story, George Har- | UUme. 136 minutes 
mon Coxe; screenplay, Jchn Krafft; cam- | Altin Regnault....... Harry Baur 
era, Marcel Pickard; editor, Charles Hen- | ‘ WYHLIMO. Co eee cee eee seer e sees veel Marie Bell 
kel, Jr. At Varsity, Lincoln, dual. Run- | thiterry...... Seer Pierre DBlanchar 
ning time, 57 mins. | Fabien Covtiasol.....cccccesceses Fernandel 
mene COUN, 6csss Sebo sess és Eric Linden RSG ah tty + $00.1 56000 es ve 8% Louis Jouvet 
ee Mee ere et re Hoots Mallory | Francois Patusset.......eeeeeeees ...-Raimu 
ot A re oe ul eee Cully Richards | Mime. Audie.........Mme. Irancoise Rosay 
Major Addison............- Holmes Herbert | Eric Irvin. ........-..00. P. Richard Willm 
Blaine...... ae a i a Joseph Crehan | Bremond Coccccesetececcsesom RDenete 
MRWFONCE. 06 obo sc0ceceecess Howard Lang | Jacques.....ceeeeees ececceses Rebert Lynen 
Os cicada Ser Victor Adams | Cecile... ....cecceeeseeees -..+.Milly Mathis 
Payton yp “ae Harry Harvev | Gabv..... eae coecccceceee ces pevee 
ree eeeideces.- Suzanne Kaaren | Faul..... ae eee 
OGNCY... ccc cdeicccces...0- Matty Kemp | The Newspaper Vendor...... .J.Fusier-Gir | 
mre, O Have... cdeiibs esis: Dorothy Vaughn | sane a 
We Gordon... cecosdece sss] Maynard Holmes 


(In French) 
———— Recent winner of the Mussolini 
Picture-snatcher story, about the | cup, ‘Un Carnet de Bal,’ is loaded 


Photog who won a snapprize while | with a sufficiency of top names to 
yet in school and gave himself only | seemingly assure ‘the film of the 
year’ in this country. But it is not. 
If audiences here can take the 
great length and other faults along 

















CONDUCTOR 
VIOLINIST 


2nd VYear—Shea’s 


ficiency to assure success here. 
Buffalo 


slowed and needlessly dragged out 


episodes. Marie Bell, the only cen- 
tral figure who appears throughout, 
lacks that something in her perform- 
ance. Only at intervals does she 
capture the true feeling her role is 
meant to portray. 

To forget the death of a rich hus- 
band whom she has never loved 


‘nds her in search for long lost 





a 





From the viewpoint of audience 
reaction, Arno’s overture is tops 
it musicianship. He is an excel- 








' 1 woehe > . ’ he 

len shoy mUiniul i\dmirers hose names she 
ioOwmMan ¢ 2 “ry talente . , naaboaie 
ieende en? mand a very toented has found in an old dance program 
—Buflalo Courier-F xpress ot the first 4ball she eve! attended 
Twenty vears have passed since she 


with the good, then names to assure | 
b.o. in this country are there in suf- | 


Story is clear-cut, but action is} 


by devoting too much time to certain | 


lis concerned, and the whole thing is 
l!amusing, if over-long. Clem. 


ALLEGRI MASNADIERI 


(‘Jolly Pirates’) 
Rome, Oct. 5. 
Produced by Artisti Associati, directed by 
Marco bilter, beaturing Assia Noria, 
Olivia Fried, Camillo Pilotto, Mino Doro 
and the De Rege brothers 


fu] servants who accompany the 
heroine on her flight from an un- 
welcome suitor, is mistaken for Black 
Feather, leader of a band of pirates 
The girl and escort profit by this 
mistake, getting on the ship that the 
pirates were holding jn readiness for 
the arrival of their chieftain, and 
setting sail. 

On the boat they find the nephew 
of the Governor of the Island being 
held as hostage. And the nephew 


soon finds out about the gir! and her | 


companions It turns out that the 


imposing affair it has grown to be in| 


A railway comedy, reminiscent of | 


This is a comedy based on mis- | 
taken identity: one of the two faith- | 





| governor, his uncle, was the very 
man she did not want to marry. The 
nephew skillfully maneuvers himself 
|into command of the boat, and 
grounds it just off his uncle’s island. 
The pirates are all arrested, but are 
released in celebration of the wed- 
ding, when the uncle steps back in 
favor of his nephew. who has also 
fallen in love with the girl. 

Theme had possibilities of good 
comedy but lines, sets, and action 
were all so dull that they failed to 
|} create desired illusion. 


A Megfagyott Gyermek 
(‘The Frozen Child’ or ‘Tomi’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 





| Danubian Pictures release of Karpat pro 
luction Stars Gizi Pecsi nd Klar \dam 
Lit ted b Bela Balogh Scenario, Maria 
Orsi; ba i on poem by Baron J h Kot 
vos; mu Victor Papir; «¢ ue 1 
berend At the Modern, N y \W k Oct 
lo, '37 Running time, 95 min 

|} Tomi aia Gizl Peesy 

|} Sutyi Klari Adam 


Mrs. Galdy ‘ Anna Dobos 
Anna Gald ae wake See ibeth Simor 
Istvan Kovaca a3 Loui linet? 
DBenmedek Galdy nee Julius Csortos 


Klara Cralts Ope 


(In Hungarian, No English Titles) 
Without knowing the lingo, this 
Hungarian picture is too tough for 
non-Magyars. Seemingly the best 
performances are those of the two 
child characters, Gizi Peesy and 
|Klari Adam, Others appear Leaden. 
, Judging by audience sniffles, this is 
a strongly sentimental story with 
| sufficient force to make the gals cry. 
| Besides this, picture has very obvious 
chuckles. 
fhe camera work on the whole is 
}not bad, but offers no outstanding 
shot. Towards the ending of the pic- 
ture the director indulges in a bit of 
fantasy, wherein the child character 
|in a dream again meets his dead par- 
jents. This bit is offered with deco- 
| rative screen swirl of revolving tin- 
| sel flash. 
| The story is about an orphan child 
whose parents have been made un- 
happy before and after marriage by 
|a stern and rich relative. The child 
| runs off eventually and is found at 
j;the grave of his mother, nearly 
| frozen. In the meantime the stern 
| relative becomes in need of funds, 
and, as luck would have it, funds 
come by way of America, where the 
child’s father, now dead, has been 
awarded a posthumous prize in 
| architecture. That softens things all 
| the way around, and at the same 
| time permits the child’s pretty cou- 
isin, daughter of the stern relative, 


i 


selected by her pappy. 

Shots of the New York skyline in 
| the picture are obvious process, and 
| that bit of U. S. talk in the broad- 
casting sequence on the awarding of 
the architectural prize is not an apt 
piece of business. It has an amateur- 


to marry the man of her choice | 
rather. than a pompous neighbor | 
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Torockoi Menyasszony 


(‘Bride of Torocko’) 
(HUNCARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Oct. 7. 
Rex production and release, made at 
Magyar Fimiroda Studio, Bu ; 
scenario by Otto Indig Dire “J 
Marton Keleti. 


Production supervisor, 
Erno Gal Music, Tibor Pols Photog- 
raphy, Karoly Kurazamayer. Sound, Pulvary 
jand Keresaty, Running time, 70 mins 
| 
Rozsi... eCCVeceenehneeceeeee. Dae 
ROOT s 00.84 ceperereevatssss .Paul Javon 
PAOT ORG,» 0.4 00's 94066446660 Julius Kabos 
BS Pe Pr eererr re .....-42er0 Maly 
ty Sp: ae eccccceces. - merena Szikiay 
choolmaster....eeeees Joseph Juhasz 
Old BaranPesccosecsvas Kalman Rozsahegyi 
Martin <6 ea ke os Zoltan Maklary 


At last a local film where no 
apologies need be made for the re- 
strictions naturally imposed upon 
mall-country films. ‘Bride,’ beside 
strong local color, has human appeal, 
wholesome humor and sentiment, is 
cleverly directed, well acted, well 
photographed, in good taste, and 
without pretending to be a Holly 
wood super-feature, gives an hour’s 
honest, pleasant entertainment 

‘Bride of Torocko’ was an out- 
standing stage hit here some years 
ago, a sort of Hungarian ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose.’ Screen adaptation made by 
the author, Otto Indig, follows the 
action of the original play closely 

}and retains all its values. 

Story is about a peasant girl in 
a Transylvania village who was a 
foundling, and through some _ red- 
tape mistake is suddenly discovered 
to be of Jewish origin. Her lover is 
afraid everybody will laugh at him 
if he marries a Jewish girl, so he 
leaves her, and Rozsi sets about the 
difficult business of being a Jewess, 
with the help of the kind-hearted 
village innkeeper, who induces the 
wealthy widow of her supposed 
illegitimate father to adopt her. 
However, her lover can’t live with- 
;out Rozsi, and is determined to 
marry her, even though she is » Jew 

when the red-tape mistake is 
cleared up: Rozsi never was a Jew; 
|she comes of pure peasant stock, and 

everybody is happy. 

It’s a peace-on-earth-and-goodwill 
picture, doubly welcome. in_ these 
days of national and racial hatred. 
Jews and Gentiles alike are sterling 
| characters and kind souls, Hun- 
|garians and Roumanians live at 
| peace with each other, and conflicts 
are tided over with goodwill and a 
| charming sense of humor. 

Cast is excellent throughout. 
|Three of the principals, Margit 
Dayka, Kabos and Maly have the 
same roles as in the original stage 
|play. The performances of Kabos 
jand Maly are really memorable. 

Paul Javor, the peasant bridegroom, 
also gave a first-rate performance. 
| Perhaps the folklore part is a bit too 
|much stressed, too much folk dancing 
| for those who are not specially in- 
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Last 
fe Times 
Today 
“THE BRIDE WORE RED” 
Starting Thursday 
William Myrna 
POWELL . LOY 
in Their New Laugh Kiot 
“DOUBLE WEDDING” 
An M-G-M Picture 





“DOUBLE OR NOTHING” 
—Starting Thursdey— 
Ronald Madeleine 
COLMAN CARROLL 
“PRISONER OF ZENDA” 
—On Stage— 

Jimmy Savo and Others 





Starting Friday, Oct. 22nd 


| NINO MARTINI 
| in “MUSIC FOR MADAM” 


with JOAN FONTAINE 


‘riterion 9 
C B' way & 45th St | 25¢ 
Opens 9 A.M. Midnight Shows 





to 3 P.M. 
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TIMES 


‘PARAMOUNT: 


HELD OVER 2ND WEEK 


| “SOULS | IN PERSON 








se Jane Froman 
| AT SEA Benny Meroff 
Gary George AND HIS | 


COOPER KRAFT ORCHESTRA | 





om MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


"STAGE 
DOOR" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 























Toh Av. & Seth &. 


Beat) 


} ALL 25° TO 
SEATS 12M. Attraction 


|'ALCATRAZ ISLAND 


STRAND ® 25c 


B’ way 47th St. to! P.M. 


‘Ali Baba Goes 
to Town” with 
Eddie Cantor 


—~o~— 








Warner Bros, 
Sensational 
| Scoop 
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Buy ats n Advance 
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Demands on Networks Expected; 
Announcers Guild Approached 
To Join ‘United Talent Front’ 


+ 


Various groups and locals within 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists are still discussing the terms 
for a standard contract for submis- 
sion to the networks. When such a 
pact is drawn up it will be sub- 
mitted first to the membership for 
approval. Understood it will cover 
recognition, Guild shop, minimum 
wages, rehearsals and working con- 
ditions. Also likely it may deal with 
advertising agencies. 

New York local of the AFRA last 
week elected its permanent officers 
and board. Officers are as fol'ows: 
Mark Smith, president; Walter Prces- 
ton, William Adams, Ben Grauer, 
Alexander McKee and John Brown, 
vice-presidents; Lucille Wall, secre- 
tary, and Wilfred Lytell, treasurer. 
Directors include, besides the above, 
Harold Brown, Teddy Bergman, Ted 
deCorsia, Marion Barney, John Mc- 
Govern, Harold Deis, Gertrude Fors- 
ter, Everett Clark, Frank Croxton, 
Taylor Buckley, George Hicks, Nel- 
son Case, Alan Kent and Robert 
Waldrop. 

With the singer-actor field in its 
pocket, AFRA is now concentrating 
on the organizing of announcers. 
Entire announcing staff of WHN, 
New York, was signed last week. 
Understood, also, that a commitiee 
will be named to huddle with a 
group from the American Guild of 
Radio Announcers and Producers re- 
garding amalgamation of the two 
bodies. Idea, according to AFRA of- 
ficials, is that a single organization 
is essential in dealing with the net- 
works and that neither side should 
stand on ceremony in bringing the 
faciions together. 

Panelman’s Union 

Merge between the AGRAP and 
the CIO-affiliated American Com- 
munications Assn., which appeared 
imminent several weeks ago, now 
looks cold, 

Meanwhile, ACA is proceeding with 
its campaign in the technical staffs 
throughout the country, apparently 
unhindered by the _ International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
American Federation of Labor af- 
filiate. 

Radio scripting field is apparently 
being organized only by Radio 
Writers Guild, affiliate of the Au- 
thors League of America. Group 
held its first board meeting last week 
and will have its first annual mem- 
bership meeting and election Nov. 8. 





WM. S. SHARTLE BANKRUPT 


Erwin Wasey Acct. Exec. 
Creditor Bath 





Takes 





William S. Shartle, account execu- 
tive wiih Erwin, Wasey Agency, 
New York, filed a voluntary petition 
in bankruptcy Thursday (14) in Fed- 
eral Court, N. Y., listing among his 
creditors several opera stars con- 
nected with the New York and Chi- 
cago companies. He lists his liabili- 
ties at $23,164 and no assets. 

Included in the creditors, Shartle 
names in his schedule and _ the 


amounts he owes them are: J. J.) 


Friedl, Minnesota Amusement Co., of 
Minneapolis, $1,192; D. M. Swarthout, 
University of Kansas, $379; Colum- 
bus (Ohio) Civic Concerts, $60: Lo- 
dovico Oliverio, $61; Bernard Can- 
ter, $289; Harriett Lundgren, $289; 
Joe Pollack, $15; Helen Freund, $100, 
the last five named connected with 
the Chicago Opera Co.; Wilfred En- 
gleman, $125; Mario Matyas, $150; 
Sidney Rayner, $175; all with. the 
Metropolitan Co., N. Y¥.; Lawrence 
Powers, Hippodrome Opera Co., N. 
Y.. $100; Norman Condon, baritone, 


$35; and Harry W. Beatty, of Holly- | 


woed, Cal., $1,086. 





Graves Heads Radio Dept. 


Compton agency is_ transferring 
Lee Graves from the Chicago to take 
charge of the radio department of 
the home office. Grave replaces 
F. B. Dyck Hoff, who has quit to go 
with the American Tobacco Ca. 

Florence Sperl succeeds Betty 
Howard in the same agency as caster 
and talent buyer, when the latter 
joins Pedlar & Ryan next week. 





Jane Gillis, mezzo soprano, and 
Norman Perry, sportscaster, the lat- 
est additions to Crosley’s WLW- 
WSAI talent staff. 





Organ Oil Extra 





Ad agencies have been noti- 





fied by William C. Gittinger, of 
CBS, that they will have to pay 
extra if they want to use the 
network’s Hammond organ on 
their programs, starting Jan. 1, 


1938. Charges will be $3 for a 
quarter-hour. show, $5, half 
hour, and $7.50, for an hour’s 


broadcast, For rebroadcasts it 


will be the same. 
NBC has had an organ rate 
in effect for almost two years. 


Firefly Preview 
On MG Opener; 


Leonard Emcees 














Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

First picture preview on_ the 
| Metro-General Foods radio tieup 
will be ‘The Firefly,’ with Jeanette 
MacDonald and Allan Jones re- 
enacting their parts in the film. 
Robert Z. Leonard, who directed the 
musical, emcees the initial broad- 
cast Nov. 4 and may serve in that 
capacity for the entire series. 

Decision to airview ‘Firefly’ on the 
opener is in line with MG policy to 
put films on the air one day ahead 
of general release so that the full 
force of the exploitation can be felt 
at the box office. ‘Firefly’ goes out 
to exhibs Nov. 5. 


Producer Bill Bacher is still ex- 
perimenting with his opening line- 
up. Those definitely set are Judy 
Garland, Sophie Tucker and Igor 
Gorin. Iloma Massey, foreign im- 
| port in ‘Rosalie’ makes her air debut 
in the regular weekly feature which 
introduces a new player being 
groomed for featured or starring 
coles. 
| Every name player on the lot will 
be on the first program, some for a 
| walkon and a word, others for a spe- 
cialty, Louis B. Mayer will make a| 
| brief address. 

Harry Spears has left Columbia's 
KNX where he was audio supervisor, 
to handle the controls on the show. 
Bacher brought him here from the 
east two years ago to handle the 
mechanics on ‘Hollywood Hotel.’ 

Maxwell House Showboat washes 
up after Thursday’s broadcast, con- 
cluding a consecutive run of five 
years on the lanes. National Broad- 
casting fills in with a sustainer Oct. 
28. On the finale Spencer Tracy will 

















|‘Romance Backstage’ 





Agencies—Sponsors 





Railway Express Agency is using 
spot announcements this year for the 
pre-Christmas appeal. Contracts are 
for five weeks with one announce- 
ment six nights o* the week. Caples 
Co. is the agency. Last season the 
account had a news dramatization 
on wax. 





WNBX, Springfield, Vt. has re- 
ceived an order for the Lucky Strike 
schedule, including Edwin C. Hill’s 
daily quarter-hour noontime spiel and 
the 45-minute Saturday night Hit 
Parade. This is an additional CBS 
outlet for the programs. 








Checker Cleaners, Chicago, spon- 
soring one-a-week prep school foot- 
ball prediction period done by 
Jimmy Evans over WBBM. Frankle 
t0se agency. 

Tie-in gag has the high school kids 
stop in at a Checker store and fill 

it blank with prophecies of high 
school scores for coming weeks. 
Added to that, a slogan for Checker. 
Prizes athletic equipment and clean- 





ing and pressing due bills. 





Colgate-Palmclive-Peet 
five-a-week script serial, 
House’ on CBS, Nov. 1. Program was | 
sold by Ed Wolf, talent agent, after | 
working on the account since last 
May. Palmolive soap will be the 
plug recipient. 

Serial is being penned by Ade- 
laide Marstone. Leading role will 
be trouped by Bess Johnson. 


starts a 
‘Hilltop 





Best Foods (Nucoa) is planting a 
campaign of spots on 101 stations 
across the country. Stations are now 
being selected to air between 26 and 
39 announcements over a four-week 
span. Benton & Bowles placing. 





Larus Bros. (Edgeworth Tobacco) 
placing campaign of thrice-weekly 
quarter-hour musical transcriptions 
on group of unselectec stations. 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency. 





J. Walter Thompson agency plac- 
ing campaigns for Bre’er Rabbit mo- 


lasses and Vermont Maid syrup. 
Botl. air invasions will run _ six 
weeks, using 6-a-week one-min. 


spots on stations in New England 
and the south. 





Ingersoll Watch buying chain- 
breaks on network stations of all de- 


nominations in New England ter- 
ritory only. Federal Advertising 
to mcy. . 





Baum Bengay’s fall campaign is 
series of one-min. spots on 45 sta- 
tions through south and southwest. 





Nancy Martin has been ticketed by 
Jerome Wolk and Brothers, furs, for 


program on 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, once weekly. 








Little Crow Milling (Cocoa Wheats) 
will sponsor a daily breakfast-hour 
program for children over WGY, 

(Continued on page 38) 





tell about the new MG show. Most 
of the talent and Producer Donald 
Cope of Showboat swing over to 





Benton & Bowles’ other Coast pro- 
gram, Jack Haley's Log Cabin revue. 














Petrillo Sets ‘Auxiliary Scale 


$45 for Sound Effects, $50 for Announcers, $60 for 


Producers—Minimum for Chicago 


4 





Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Minimum wage scales have been 
stated for announcers, producers and 
sound effects men by James C. Pe- 
trillo in connection with the new as- 
sociate membership organization in 
radio proposed for the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Musicians. 

Sound effects minimum is $45 
weekly; announcers at $50 and pro- 
' ducers, $60. In the contract with the 
Columbia system’s group here, Pe- 
trillo signatured for a_ three-year 
contract with CBS, the wages to 
jump an additional 10% in the third 
year, In making the original deal 
| with the network Petrillo obtained 
|a 20% hop for the new associate 
members. 

However, most of those men sig- 
natured for by the new contract at 





above the minimum wage level, the 
basic scale merely serving as a 
spring-board for negotiations. 

In making deals with other sta- 
tions and NBC and Mutual it is 
understood that Petrillo will insist 
'on a similar minimum wage setup. 





? 


SWEETENS SOUR SPONSOR 


a A 


McCann-Erickson Urges National 
Biscuit to Reconsider Radio 





McCann-Erickson agency is trying 





| Biscuit, to radio again. 


on returns obtained. 


CBS are now getting considerably | 


— ae, 
‘ ———_— 





Mergers Even in Bribery 





ment costs mounting steeply. 


ing out. 


overhead to everyone. 





Reason for the recent contract made between a regional web and 
a private publicity office, whereby the latter passes out all blurbs, 
hinges on cost of bribing radio editors in that sector, 

Latter get such small salaries and have become so used to graft in 
connection with printing yarns that the web found its publicity place- 
Under the new arrangement regional 
writes the blurbs, as of yore, but private press agent does the pass- 


Figured that private p.a. has enough clients so that one salving of 
palms will be good for three or four clients and thus cut down the 








Symphony and Ad Agency Pay $80 
Each, Make Up Disputed WEIL Sum: 
Station Hires Staff Orchestra 





Vine Street 
Crosstalk 








to warm up its account, National 


are suggesting the firm at least hear 
some auditions for a network spread | 
or try some spot placements. 
National Biscuit, formerly a fairly 
steady and sizable user of radio, 
soured on air in general when the 
company deemed its ‘Twin Stars’ 
program last spring, with Victor 
Moore and Helen Broderick, a flop 





Bess Johnson’s Assignment 
Chicago, Oct. 19. 
Bess Johnson goes to N. Y. to han- 
dle ‘Hilltop House,’ Colgate serial 
on Coast-to-Coast Columbia hook-up. 


Will work out of Benton & Bowles 


Agency men | 





agency. 





duction for the program. 


Carlos Deangelo to do pro- | 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Jack Runyon brought back a neat 
splotch of poison ivy from his deer- 
less hunt. 
Walter Huston guesting for Rudy 
Vallee Nov. 4. 


Jack Haley looking for a hen that 
will lay an esg every time a bad 
joke is pulled on his Log Cabin 
program. 


George Corey, Camel Caravan 
writer, will have his play, ‘$595 
F.O.B.,’ produced in Detroit. 

Claude. Sweeten’ swinging 
baton at KEHE. 

Dale Armstrong, L. A. Times radio 
ed, tossed a party for station man- 
agers, which is a rather unorthodox 
way of doing things out here. 

Clarence Muse sold his 
Aesop’ idea to General Mills. 

Gene and Glenn now doing their 
turn on KFI for Kellogg cereals. 

Harry Sosnik in sick bay with 
streptococci leg infection; missed 
Tyrone Power show Sunday. 

Florence George checked off the 


the 


‘Uncle 











Packard show so she can concentrate 
on her first picture at Paramount. | 
Phil Ohman set for the music spot | 
on Edward G. Robinson’s ‘Big Town’ 
for Rinso-Lifebuoy. 
Herman Bernie spotted Wilkie 


| of 





Mahoney as writer with Al Jolson; | 


> 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

WFIL and Musicians’ Local came 
to a last minute agreement Friday 
(15) so that nation-wide Philly Orch 
air series could begin last night with- 
out a hitch. Both the agency setting 
the shows for the sponsors, Associ- 
ated Bands, and the performing or- 
chestra itself are chipping in to pay 
for WFIL’s house band until the be- 
ginning of the year. 

After long series of squabbles in 
which WFIL would offer no more 
than 5% of its gross, as per the pros- 
pective national agreement, it looked 
last week as though the orchestra, 
broadcasting from its own home city, 
wouldn’t be heard there. Possibility 
even loomed that the whole show 
might fade, as Pennsylvania Com- 
pany, local sponsor, wouldn’t ante 
its share of the b.r. without a local 
outlet. This would throw too heavy 
an added burden on other sponsors 
providing 22-station hook-up for the 
one-hour concerts. ti. 

Ben Gimbel, prez of WIP, was 
anxious to grab the show and shuf- 
fled hopefully to New York. Had 
an agreement not been reached he 
might have hooked it. WIP carried 
it for two months last year when 
WCAU couldn’t take it, also because 
musician trouble. At that time 
WCAU finally got it by agreement to 
pay orch double. 


Scale Is $37.50 


Final WFfIL-musician agreement 
satisfied both parties because each 


Larry Rhrine and Mary Bailey, ditto | 0t what it wanted with the outside 
with Jack Haley, and Hugh Wedlock | S°urces footing the excess freight, 
and Howard Snyder on Jack Oakie’s | Anthony Candelori’s band has been 
campus show. Bernie is joining the | hired by WFIL. A Meyer Vavis unit, 
coast guard for good after first of | it consists of 12 men and leader. 


the year. 

Grace Moore hiked east to do eight 
broadcasts for General Motors. 

Jack Hasty due out here soon on 
the Chesebrough Vaseline dramatic 
show with Jean Hersholt. 

Ben Alexander emceeing ‘Signal 
Carnival,’ switched here after long 
Frisco origination. 


The men get $37.50 and the leader 
$56.25. This is same scale as last 
year, but with one man less. 
Amounts to about $500 a week, or 
81/3% of WFIL’s $300,000 gross. But 
the station is only putting up 52% 
of its gross, $340 a week. The Philly 
Orch Association (which is leaning 
heavily on receipts from these con- 


Jim Rogers in from New York to | certs to iron its deficit) is putting up 


look over the Lucky Strike audition | 
show at Warners studio. 





Jackie Reber in town for a few 
weeks. 


$80 a week and Wessel Agency, Chi- 
cago, is putting up the other $80. 


Contract is only until Jan. 2. By 


| that time, WFIL expects, the national 


Nelson Hesse looking around for/| agreement will be ratified and the 


a Hollywood base. 
Raine Bennett, well known kilo- 


| local will be forced to accept five or 


544%. Thus the other money won't 


cycle figure on the Coast, installeds be needed. 


as radio ed of L.A. Herald-Express. 

Carleton KaDell landed the an- 
nouncing job on the Edward G. 
Robinson series for Rinso-Lifebuoy, 
his fourth commercial. 

Sonja Henie guests with Al Jolson 
Oct. 26, making one of her rare radio 
appearances. 

George Whitney, one-time musical 
director at KFRC, Frisco, joined 
KFI’s sales staff. 

Dean Dorn and Burns Lee dishing 





out the blurbs for Bill Bacher’s 
Metro studio show for General 
Foods. 





Lenore Ulric Written 
Into 3 Transcriptions 





Lenore Ulric will make transcrip- 
tions with World Broadcasting. Legit 
actress next week waxes three plat- 
ters in World’s series of ‘Linda’s 
First Love,’ serial which is placed 
on 23 stations around the country. 

Miss Ulric will get special billing 
on the job, and will not be inserted 
into the yarn, but actually as a 
‘guest’ doing scenes from two of her 
stage plays—Lulu Belle’ and ‘Son- 
Daughter.’ Understood World is pay- 
ing $400 for the three waxings. 


This ingenious compromise was 
reached in an all-day confab Friday 
in the office of Sam Rosenbaum. prez 
of WFIL and vice-prez of Philly 
Orch Association. His dual capacity 
put him in a tight spot, but also 
helped to make the compromise pos- 
sible. Also attending were J. H. 
Carpenter, for the Pennsylvania 
Company; Reginald Allen, manager 
of the orch; Don Withycomb, WFIL 
g.m., and A. A. Tomei, prez of the 
Musicians’ Local. 

Three telephone conversations be- 
tween Tomei and Joe Weber, A. F. 
of M. prez, who was in Chicago, took 
place before the agreement 
reached, 


was 





George Voutsas to Chi 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 
George Voutsas, formerly assist- 
ant to NBC musical directors Erno 
Rapee and Frank Black, N. Y., has 
been transferred to NBC production 
staff here. 


Replaces Rex Maupin, who has 
been signed to conduct orchestra for 


Falstaff beer ‘Public Hero’ weekly 
stanza. 








Western Newraper Union, Chi- 


cago, building a iadio morgue. 


waa 
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RADIO FEARS AFM ‘TYRANTS’ 














| 





When the Deal Goes Through 





and placed in operation, gestures 
anticipated on both sides. 


increased facilities. 


works, NBC, CBS and Mutual, 


Petrillo, Canavan, et al., 





Once the final details of the agreement between the broadcasting 
industry and the American Federation of Musicians are finally signed 


Smarter 
sarily Pollyannaish about acceptance of added musical overhead— 
are minded to take full exploitation and prestige advantage of their 


There has been some tentative discussion of each of the three net- 
arranging special cavalcades of or- 
chestral entertainment to mark the occasion. 
Klauber, Lohr, Royal, Trammell, Gilman, McFarlane, McCosker 
etc., may publicly get together on such programs with Messrs. Weber, 
is already being pondered. 

Considering the fact that he’s costing them money the broadcasters 
seem to have gotten to like Joe Weber personally. 


of good will and friendliness are 
broadcasters—while not neces- 


That Messrs. Paley, 


, Weiss, 








Stations Attack Several A.F.M. Points: 


Weber Answers: 


Negotiating committee of the In- 
dependent Radio Networks Affiliates 
yesterday (Tuesday) entered into 
their second day’s discussion with 
Joe Weber, American Federation of 
Musicians prez, on the revisions this 
broadcaster group wants made in the 
proposed uniform contract with the 
union. Little headway was being 
made because of the impasse the two 
factions got into on the initial topic 
of revision, the clause which seeks 
to restrain any affiliate from servic- 
ing another station with programs in 
the event the latter outlet fails to 
carry out its contract with the AFM. 


It is understood that though he 
will modify the language of this 
provision Weber is determined to 
retain its purpose. Weber holds that 
unless contractee stations employing 
musicians can be prevented from 
supplying music to stations that re- 
fuse to employ musicians or live up 
to their contracts with the union 
the whole intent of the general 
agreement is vitiated and all re- 
maining would be something apply- 
ing only to stations which want to 
employ musicians. To Weber, this 


-provision is the meat and sinew of 


the agreement and the impression 
that he has seemed to have gained 
from the new discussions so far is 
that the lawyers for the broadcast- 
ers are tieing up themselves into so 
many unnecessary legalisms that if 
one point after another is granted 
them, there will be nothing left to 
the agreement but a meaningless 
hulk. 
Good Faith 


Weber feels that if the affiliated 
broadcasters insist upon the com- 
plete excision of this clause he will 
have no alternative but to doubt 
whether they are acting in good 
faith. It has been suggested that one 
way out of the dilemma would be 
to insert a clause mutually reliev- 
ing the stations involved of any ob- 
ligation to one another in the event 
one of the stations in a prior station- 
to station agreement breaches its 
contract with the AFM. 


Indications are that compromises 
wil! be reached on, other objections 
to the proposed AFM contract which 
the IRNA’s negotiating committee 
are under instructions to submit to 
Weber and his international execu- 
tive board. 

Among the provisions that the 
IRNA wants changed are those 
which compels a station to turn over 
to the AIM for destruction all off- 
the-air recordings 


been broadcast within the required | 


seven-day 

Another request made by the 
IRNA is that the local branches of 
the AFM be restrained from chang- 
Ing lecal conditions and wage scales 


period. 


during the two-year run of the ger- | 
This latter is some- | 


eral asreement. 
thing that Weber 
done as it would be a grave inter- 
ference with local union autonomy. 
IRNA 
period of discharge notice for mu- 
Sicilians uniformly reduced to two 
wesks instead of the four weeks as 
Provided for in the proposed azree- 
ment. 

Bandmen members of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians have 
»een advised that it will be okay 

‘Continued on page 34) 
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Cloud of Legalism 





Nixon Show Sponsored 





First of the Larry Nixon-produced 


shows at WNEW, New York, to at- 
tract sponsorship is the ‘Pigskin 


Parade’ Saturdays. Salesman Wally 
Duncan last week brought Shell Oil 
in via J. Walter Thompson for a 
night time re-enactment of the lead- 
ing games of the day. 

Another part of WNEW’s football 
service, all new this year, is spon- 
sored at intervals during the after- 
noon by Madison Loan. 





Mickey Mouse 


Show Ticketed 
$10,000 Weekly 


Pepsodent is auditioning the 
Mickey Mouse airshow with a view 
to using it as a replacement for 
Amos ’n’ Andy after first of the year. 
Lord & Thomas agency mailed the 
transcription to Chicago for sponsor 
reaction. Program was originally 
waxed by Ruthrauff & Ryan for a 
soap account. Lucky Strike was also 
interested in the half hour show at 
one time. 

Program carries a weekly price 
tag of $10,000 with nature of pro- 
gram calling for additional expense 
for film guesters. Raymond Paige 
was the original music choice, with 
Meredith Willson handling the audi- 
tion. Neither will be able to accept 
the assignment in the event of a sale 
as each now waves the baton on two 
transcontinental commercials. 

Amos ‘rn’ Andy swing 
Campbell soup at turn of the year. 


ADOPT DREISER NOVEL 








after they have | 


says can not be | 


is also seeking to have the} 


AS RADIO PROGRAM 


Theodore Dreiser’s novel, ‘A Gal- 
lery of Women,’ has been drama- 
| tized for radio as a script serial, and 
lig being offered agencies for spon- 
sorshin. Kass-Tohrner talent agency 
is peddling the piece, first Dreiser 
i work to be offered the air. 

William Watters did the adapta- 
| tion for the air. ‘Gallery’ was pub- 
lished in 1929. 


Atlanta Actor Kille d 





Atlanta, Oct. 19. 
Joseph Lee Scott, 25, member of 
‘Cross Roads Follies, radio troupe, 


| which has been heard on WSB and 
WAGA. was fatally injured Wednes- 


| day (13) when hit by an automo- 
| bile and knocked 78 feet. Scott had 
| just gotten out of his car in front of 
his home when struck. His wife, 
'on other side of car, was knocked 
down and bruised. 

Driver of death car was booked on 
ree’sJess driving charge an! released 


j}under $1,000 bond 


over to! 


[JITTERY OVER 





Broadcasters’ 
Emphasized Their Atti- 
tude of Distrust of Some 
of the Music Union’s Lo- 
cals—Have Heard Vari- 
ous Stories of Alleged 
High-Handedness 





OTHER SIDE 


Without into the question 
of the sincerity or insincerity of in- | 
dividual protests or the merits of the 
specific grievances often cited, one 
thing was sharply emphasized dur- | 
ing last week’s New York convention | 
of broadcasters. To wit: 

Radio stations in general have the 
feeling that, while the national of- 
ficials of the Musicians Union may 


going 


many of the Federation’s locals are 
dominated by men with a tendency 
to be crude, rude and high-handed. 


This fear of the ‘disagreeable ne- 
cessity’ of catering to such alleged 
petty tyrants closely followed the 
actual cost of Hiring house orches- 
tras as a cause of anguish and rest- 
lessness among broadcasters. 


Radio men have resented the ‘no 
arbitration’ proviso. While the Mu- 
sicians Union officials answer that 
only a musician—and therefore a 
union brother—may judge another 
musician’s ability or behavior, the 
broadcasters have continued to feel 
that some sort of guarantee agains: 
local tendencies to forget the cour- 
tesies commonly extended in busi- 
ness relationships should be _ pro- 
vided the radio industry. 

Complaints most frequently men- 
tioned include: 


(a) Summery demands to appear 


notice or explanation. 


(b) The manner in which the 
local trial board often meets, the 
long waits in crowded halls and 
waste of time, the grilling of wit- 
nesses by the board members with- 
out giving the other side cross-ex- 
amination privileges. 


(c) Star chamber methods gen- 
erally. 
(d) The personal careerism of 


local union officers where former or 
prospective employers may appear 
or be involved. 

Broadcasters have had assorted ex- 
periences with their locals prior to 
the present negotiations which 
promise to make radio stations 
; among the biggest users of staff mu- 
sical talent in the country. Some 
stations praise their locals warmly, 
finding them gentlemanly and rea- 
sonable. Others” declare they are 


Aprepes Radio's 





} 


Troy Federationists Cooperate with Business Men. 


Convention | 


be reasonable and business-like, too | 





Musicians Only Union Okaying 





Now, D’ya Believe It? 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
To prove his point that radio 
has successfully streamlined 
the classics, Don Gilman, west- 
ern head for National Broad- 
casting, is taking along John 


Barrymore to act out the 
transition when he (Gilman) 
addresses the Women’s Press 


Club. 











Farm Survey 
Contract Won By 
Hooper-Holmes 


| Hooper-Holmes has obtained the 
contract for the field work of the 
farm audience survey which NBC 
and Columbia are jointly bankroll- 
ing and the Joint Committee on Ra- 
dio Research will supervise, Other 
research organizations bid for the 
job but H-H’s figures were the low- 
est of the lot. Task of_tabulating the 
field findings will be shared by the 
three factions, with machines which 
CBS had rented for another project 
being used. 

In developing radio’s first com- 
prehensive farm story the probe will 
cover every state by the door-to- 
door questionnaire route. Typical 
counties numbering from two to six 
have been picked out in each state. 
Hooper-Holmes will get its men go- 
ing next week, if the technical com- 
mittee of the JCRR can by that time 





before a trial board without adequate | et together on the uniform ques- 


tionnaire, 





Miriam Hopkins on Silver 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Miriam Hopkins has been set to 
do Faith Baldwin's ‘P. S. She Got the 
Job’ on the International Silver 
program. 
Lee Tracy has’also set to do two 
shows for radio theatre. 





saddled with guys with tin ears and 
bad dispositions. 

Joe Weber has said from the be- 
ginning of the present negotiations 
that the International will consider 
any appeal from an alleged injus- 
j tice by a local. He has urged radio 
men to consult their neighbors, the 
theatre managers, for confirmation 
that in the past any legitimate griev- 
ance has been promptly and fairly 
| Investig gated and frequently cor- 
rected. 





Fear of Locals’ 


to Put Over Hallowe’en Event 


Troy, N. Y., Oct. 19. 

Troy local, No. 13, of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians has 
voted to revive and combine its ‘Mu- 
sicians Day’ with the Chamber of 
| Commerce-promoted celebration of 
| Hallowe’en this year. This means 
that the union’s membership of 220 
will, for the first time, don uniforms 
| or special costumes and march in the 
}annual civic parade which is ex- 
pected to draw thousands of spend- 
(ers into the city. 

Action of Local 13 takes on added 
significance at this time in view of 
the recent publicity on the subject 
of the ‘unfriendly and dictatorial’ at- 
titude of the average A.F.M. local. 
Radio station Gwners and managers 
; who have recently been discussing 


+ 





the hiring of 
frankly expressed doubt that the of- 
ficers or membership of the average 
local will ever meet the business 
man in a_ friendly 
spirit, 

In the present Troy incident the 
| local union is encouraging its mem- 
bership to enthusiastic participation 





Al BOARDS Emnloyer's Appeal Over ‘Local’; 
Weber Thinks Fears Exaggerated 


+ 


Joe Webe\, AFM prez, declared 
yesterday (Tuesday) that the broad- 
casters in pressing for some form of 
outside arbitration in case of local 
disputes were anticipating a lot of 
woes that likely won't exist. Weber 
restated his contention that nobody 
can solve a local grievance so fairly 
and expeditiously as the head of the 
international union or his associates 
in the home office. 

Local broadcasters have nothing to 
fear from their differences with lo- 
cal branches of the union as long as 
they are in a position to appeal to 
the AFM home office. Under the 
, Tatee and regulations of the federa- 
| tion an employer has as much rizht 


| of redress to the AFM president as 








staff orchestras have | 


co-operative | 


| 
i] 
| 
| 
| 
| 


with the business community’s desire | 


to make 
a gala event. Local 13 will award 
prizes to musical units on the basis 
of the funniest, most original, 
est costumes, etc. Martin Komertz, 
dance orchestra leader, 
of a snecial committee. 

In previous years Troy’s observ- 
ance of Hallowe’en has been prac- 
tically devoid of musical atmosphere. 


neat- | 


the Hallowe’en celebration | 
| the publicity for Bruce 


| 
| 
| 
| 


is chairman | 


any officer or member of the union. 
| These rules also stay the local branch 
sas acting against an employer 
within two weeks after he has served 
notice that he is appealing the issue 
to the international office. 

Weber concedes that the quirks of 
local personalities often develop a 
wish for outside relief but it is his 
firm belief that after the broadcast- 
ing industry has had several exneri- 
ences in such matters with the AFM 
home office it will be glad that this 
resort prevailed instead of the chan- 
nel of arbitration. If the broadcast- 
ers inquire they will find, added 
Weber, that the AFM is the only 
international union whose contracts 
specifically permit an employer to 
appeal over the heads of the local 
officials. 


THREE STATIONS IN 
PHILLY FACE UNIONS 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

Latest to unionize here are WIP’s 
13 panelmen. They joined up with 
the American Communications Asso- 
ciation, CIO unit. They have had a 
company union and a working agree- 
ment with the station for several 
years. They've made no demands 
yet. 

At WCAU an all-day meeting Sat- 
urday between Doc Levy, prez.; Wil- 
lard Bliss, organizer for ACA from 
New York, and four engineers from 
the staff, brought sides together on 
all but one question. Levy wants a 
two-year contract, the men only a 
one-year termer. Another confab is 
skedded for tomorrow. Station has 
already agreed on 742% increase for 
the 18 panelmen, but Doc Levy said 
he will not grant this if forced into 
a contract for a single year. 

Seven announcers at the station, 
100% American Guild of Radio An- 
nouncers and Producers, have pvre- 
sented demands to Levy. He d2- 
clared he hasn’t looked at them 
closely yet, and won't until he gets 
rid of the engineer headache. 

The 12 engineers at WFIL, all 
members of ACA, have also pre- 
sented demands to Sam Rosenb>um, 
prez of the station. But he has boen 
so up to his ears in musician trou'v'e 
he likewise has had little time to 
give to the knobturners. 





Marx Bros. Deny 


Hollywood, Oct, 19 
Groucho and Chico Marx pleaded 
not guilty to material lifting 
at a hearing Oct. 18. 
Pair were heard on 
right violation growing out of a 
radio skit. Trial comes up Oct. 28. 


charge 


alleged copy- 


ONLY NATURAL 
Press department of Batten, Bar- 
ton, Durstine & Osborn is handling 
Barton's Con- 
gressional campaign in N, Y. 


Understood that $75,000 will be 
spent in efforts to swing the elect! on, 
Harold Smith, | formerly with 
KTUL, Tulsa, Oklahoma, has been 
added to the sales staff of KTOK, 


Oklahoma City. 
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EDGAR T. BELL 


WKY, OKLAHOMA CITY 





Believe New York meeting =F 
chain-affiliated stations proved con-| 


clusively that with proper co-ordina- | 


tion of efforts and determined de-! future of the National Association of Broad- 
casters are printed on this page are, in the 
aggregate, a cross-section of broadcaster senti- 
What they have 
| to say and the frankness with which they say 
it, has impressed Variety to the extent of be- 


sire to stand together radio industry | 


can do much to cure internal | 


troubles as well as proiect itself | 
from outward attacks. 


Personally I have full confidence 

! 
in Ed Craig’s ability to organize} 
along constructive lines and have} 


complete plan to submit at N. A. B. 
meeting in January. If convention | 
will adopt new plan, which I am 
sure it will, calling for paid presi- 
dent of outstanding ability we will 
have a trade association which can 
and should render inestimable serv- 
ice. 


It took the Cincinnati world series 
to bring baseball to the hiring of 
Judge Landis; the Arbuckle scandal 
brought the picture industry. to or- 
ganize with Will Hays; and I feel 
that it has taken the serious prob- 
lems confronting the radio industry 
today to bring radio to the realiza- 
tion of the necessity of a strong, 
highly respected trade organization. 


FRED W. BORTON 


WQAM, MIAMI 





Believe convention developed fact 
industry must have paid executive, 
preferably with background and 
ability te develop and maintain or- 
ganization to cope with lobby ef- 
forts of those groups attacking the 
industry. 

At least idea was crystallized as to 
the absolute necessity of an alert 
unified trade organization and de- 
veloped fact that present NAB 
structure is without proper founda- 
tion. Must be based on local state 
units to avoid factional and clique 
attempts to control group. 

Anticipate serviceable NAB as in- 
dustry cannot afford to be without 


LESTER E. COX 


KWTO-KGBX, Springfield, Mo. 











New York convention definitely 4 
proved IRNA group have excellent 
leadership ability and possibility of 
developing IRNA into strong inde- 
pendent group. Fully believe best 
interest of industry would be served 
by IRNA organizing own special 
group for their special problems and 
then organizing independent radio 
stations in another group for their 





problems, both groups meeting on a 
common ground with NAB as the 
parent organization. Funds for 
work in each group should be al- 
located on amount paid by that 
group to the association. 

Most important need for industry 
is an outstanding leader, backed by 
a strong legislative committee. In 
addition to network affiliate group 
and independent group, state or- 
ganizations should be encouraged for 
closer working arrangement in all 
political subdivisions; state groups 
can and will assist greatly legisla- 
tive committee who in turn should 
be led by strong and capable paid 
leadership devoting entire time to 
the fundamentals OK broadcasting. 

There are plenty of able men in 
broadcasting, but like every other 
new industry the most able men 
have not sought the office of leader- 


DON DAVIS 


WHB, KANSAS CITY 
Aesop once wrote about how the 
countrymen noticed that the mount- 
ains were in labor. Smoke came 
out of their summits, the earth was 
quaking at their feet, trees were 
crashing, and huge rocks were 
tumbling. They felt sure that some- 
thing horrible was going to happen. 
They all gathered together in one 
place to see what terrible thing this 
would be. They waited and they 

still waited, but nothing came. 
At last there was a still more vio- 
lent earthquake, and a huge gap ap- 








peared in the side of the mountains. 
They all fell down upon their knees | 
and waited. And at last, a tiny | 
little mouse poked its little head and | 


bristles out of the gap and came run- | Carried over to our broadcast leader-| before program is 


ning down toward them. 
And ever after they used to say: | 
‘Much outcry, little outcome.’ 


In response to invitations extended them by 
| Variety a number of broadcasters have given 
their reactions to the recent special convention 
i held at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York 
As is typical in such instances VARIETY 


City. 
prints the comments verbatim. 
Men whose opinions on the pa 


ment that must be respected. 


lieving—and of so announcing 


perhaps the most significant forum of industry 
problem ever 


comment on a pressing industry 
printed. 





WMNC, ASHEVILLE, N. C. 


| 
| 





I am sure there is plenty of able | 
leadership available in radio indus- | 
try. Crisis precipitated by musi- 
cians’ union will in my _ opinion| 
prove a stabilizing influence in aj 
closely knit, strongly organized or-| 
ganization embracing all elemenis of | 
the indusiry. | 


LEO FITZPATRICK 


| 
WJR, DETROIT 
| 
} 








I believe recent convention was 
most constructive. Leaders spoke in 
no uncertain terms of the necessity 
of purging the organization of 
lethargic attitude of officers in things 
most vital to future progress. I was 
mostly impressed by injection of 
men of responsibility into negotia- 
tions with musicians union. 

Believe that out of it you will see 
a new N. A. B. with new officers 
capable of grasping the significance 
of national problems, and a realiza- 
tion that our industry has cast off 
its swaddling clothes and is now in 
foremost ranks of progressive busi- 
ness. This was demonstrated in dis- 
carding an antiquated constitution 
and by-laws to be supplanted by one 
that will not ham-string officials in 
making a business-like administra- 
tion in the future. I know there is 
leadership among the N. A. B.° It is 
now up to the N. A. B. to select men 
who can be real leaders. 


EARL J. GLADE 


KSL, SALT LAKE CITY 








DONS. ELIAS | 














It is my sincere conviction that the 
three recent ‘conventions’ of the 
I. R. N. A. definitely established that 
there is leadership and executive di- 
rection of a very superior character 
within the radio broadcasting in- 
dustry. No American enterprise has 
grown with such_ incomparable 
rapidity into a position of recognized 
power as radio broadcasting. That 
there should be growing pains is ob- 
vious. That some radio men through- 
out the country should have been 
catapulted into positions of import- 
ance in their respective communities, 
before they even had a chance to 
get their second wind, is also under- 
stood. 

Industry is getting its bearings. 
The real leaders. Men eminent in 
Our national business affairs and 
who are today bringing into be'ng 
the great American broadcasts that 
assure us world radio leadership— 
these men are showing more will- 
ingness than formerly to take part 
in association work. That they 
should have been somewhat re- 
luctant in the past can be easily ap- 
preciated,. Political considerations 
have also added to the sensitivity of 
the set-up. 

I fear also that, in days gone by 
there has been considerable hoof 
and mouth disease in the industry 
and what real man of affairs does 
not recoil from exhibitions of breck- 
ing out at the mouth. In my opinion 
the American people are coming to 
have more and more confidence in 
the broadcasting jndusiry. They are 
commencing to appreciate the vast 
effort sincerely performed by almost 





January. 
st, present and 
organize with 


Lester Cox 
Mo., sums up 
conviction 


—that this is 


fidence, I feel that the association 
work of the future will not be run by 
remote control, but by the real lead- 
ers themselves. I am confident that 
under departmentalized reorganiza- 
tion and with outstandingly eminent 
counsel and representation as well 
as with an ample exchequer the 
national association of broadcasters 
can come to its own as a powerful 
trade organization. I expect 1938 to 
be a ‘year in which we shall con- 
solidate our gains and lay a ground 
work for the kind of achievement 
and industry solidarity that will at- 
tract all the important personalities 


| directly or indirectly, in rad‘o broad- 


casting. 


HAROLD HOUGH 


WBAP, Ft. Worth 








Undoubtedly new material of 
leadership was uncovered at special 
New York meeting. Constantly 
more owners and executives are at- 
tending N. A. B. meetings. The new 
setup of N. A. B. cannot help but 
strengthen it and is a step which 
should have been taken in Chicago 
and probably would have been taken 
there if delegates had not been so 
much interested in the prize fight. 

Regardless of opinion as_ to 
whether or not N. A. B. should have 
taken the lead in negotiating for 
chain affiliates with the musicians, 
the fact remains that had they done 
so, the results obtained would prob- 
ably not have been as satisfactory 
to date as those which have been 
accomplished by the affiliates or- 
ganization, N. A. B. was not 
equipped for that emergency job 
and it is fortunate they did not at- 
tempt it. 

Smaller stations in the smaller 
towns have never as yet indicated 
that they would permit N. A. B. or 
anyone else to start negotiations for 
them and the N. A. B. found itself 
in the position of part of its member- 
ship demanding immediate action 
and the other part demanding no 
action and I think time will prove 
that they followed the proper course. 

There is no question but what the 
N. A. B. must be reorganized and 
strengthened to meet the growing 
demands of the radio industry and I 
anticipate that the entire member- 
ship is going to get behind the con- 
structive plans outlined. The reso- 
lution of caution adopted by the 
N. A. B. should be most seriously 
considered by every broadcaster. Of- 
fers from outside parties which seem 
bona fide will purchase the much 
disputed music bureau of the 
N. A. B. for more than the invest- 
ment the organization has in it. If 
the membership decides to get rid of 
it they should sell it as a going.con- 
cern and not as a dismantled thing. 


A. Hi. KIRCHHOFER 


WBEN, BUFFALO 








Recent radio conferences give 
some hope, but not necessarily prom- 
ise, that N. A. B. can be revitalized. 
Many broadcasters, with their 
fingers crossed, will await result of 
N. A. B.’s efforts to create set-up to 
meet desperate need of the industry 
for wise leadership. 

Merely to hire another secretary 
or manager or lawyer or labor coun- 
sel isn’t what is needed. We necd a 





every station in the land to serve 
the public with a fine effectiveness. | 
These same people are certainly be- | 
ginning to realize that it takes moncy | 
and lots of it to bring to them the | 
radio features they want. | 

As I see it, this confidence has | 


ship whose vision and courage have! 
made these program achievements | 
possible. As a result of this con- | 


four star general with force, vision 
and abilily to bring all elements to- 
cether for mutual interest and thus 
to give better public service. In 
meanwhile, of course, it’s only fair 
that N. A. B. group have time and 
full opportunity to show best they 
can do. It is cockeyed to raise dues 
submitted and 
approved, but that will only make 
more certain the end of N. A. B. if 
it now fails to meet our crisis. 


when 
need for the industry is an outstanding leader, 
backed by a strong legislative committee. 


Quotable sentences abound throughout and 
it is likely that many of them will be quoted 
wherever broadcasters meet between now and 
Edgar Bell of WKY, Oklahoma 
City, makes an interesting point in saying: ‘It 
took the Cincinnati world series to bring base- 


ball to the hiring of Judge Landis; the Ar- 
buckle scandal brought the picture industry to 


Will Hays’—and, he believes, 


the present difficulties have taught radio its 
own vulnerability. 


of KWTO-KGBX, Springfield, 
what seems to be a widely held 
he states: ‘Most important 


LEON LEVY 


WCAU, PHILADELPHIA 





I believe New York conveniion re- 
vealed the need of an industria! 
leader, N. A. B. has. accompl'shed 
nothing apart from musicians’ mat- 
ter. 


N. A. B. present set up is useless 
and wasteful which my brother con- 
tended two years ago in Chicago. 

I am not very optimistic about a 
complete revamping in January. The 
first step they took in appointing an 
attorney without labor experience 
does not look promising. I fear too 


!many of. the present objectionable 


features of the N. A. B. will be re- 
tained, 

Object of the N. A. B. should be 
to present a solid front in common 
defense and not waste money on 
such extraneous matter as the copy- 
right bureau. If serious changes are 
made and if the more important sta- 
tions are given an even break and 
not looked upon with suspicion, then 
something may come out of the 
January convention. 


HAL LEYSHON 


WIOD, MIAMI 








Believe convention did reveal pos- 
sible leadership material in such 
men as Craig, Etheridge, and pos- 
sibly a few others. Too early to 
essay completely contructive ac- 
complishments but industry’s aware- 
ness of present indefensible position 
probably single greatest omen for 
future strong trade association. 

Rather not anticipate too much 
following January but any strength- 
ening would be improvement over 
present conditions. Inevitable in the 
end that industry must and shall or- 
ganize strongly. 

It probably is too much to expect 
that a stalwart will be born over- 
night in January, but groundwork 
seems fairly well laid for that date. 


CECIL D. MASTIN 


WNBF, BINGHAMTON 








The ‘affiliate convention’ revealed 
and produced Mark Etheridge, wise. 
tactful, and courageous, who unified 
all of the disgruntled and diversi/ed 
regional opinions of the affiliates 
into a composite whole that resulted 
in the affiliated stations’ confidence 
and respect, It also produced Sam 
Rosenbaum and his clarifying mind 
but who lacked the tact of Etheridge 
to bring ali of the forces together. 

These two gentlemen make a team 
in my opinion whose advice will go 
a long way to solidify N. A. B. and 
to help the committee to device a 
new N. A. B. to meet the purposes of 
the industry and to enable jt to meet 
future challenges. 

Many independent 


naied stations. In the convention 
the leadership of the newspaper 
group with their many years of ex- 
perience in dealing with unions was 
most gratifying. They played an 
enormous part in advising the con- 
vention in ways and means of com- 
bating the A. F. of M. 

From the beginning of this diffi- 
culty the networks not only feared 
the demands of the A. F. of M., bu‘ 
were additionally fearful of the re- 
sults of the getting together of af- 
filiates and the demands they might 
make upon the networks. The af- 
filiates were fearful that the neti- 
works would obtain a more advan- 
tageous contract and sell the affili- 
ates down the river. 

Credit should be given to Colum- 
| bia’s executive vice president 





~ | fidence 


The important thing revealed | 
was the unanimous feeling that the | 


broadcasters | 
feared newspaper owned or dom/- | 





day to the effect that the networks 
would not sign a contract placing 
them in any advantageous position 
other than that granted to the affiii- 
ates. His action expressing the net- 
works attitude did much to unify the 
networks and their affiliates—an- 
other important result of the con- 
vention. 

Final understanding of N. A. B. 
and the influence of the voice of the 
publishers and the voice of affiliate 
stations I believe did much to lend 
| confidence to the independents that 
|ihe stronger part of their organiza- 
tion was not going to leave them oui 
| on any limb. 
| You can readily see if I am correct 
| that all of these movements tend to 
one objective—namely for the first 
| time a unified industry. I have con- 

that with Etheridge and 
| Rosenbaum to act in an advisory ca- 
| pacity together with N. A. B.’s new 
|committee that through this group 
| they will be able to produce a new 
| revitalized N.A.B, that will be able 
| to do the work so necessary to us at 
| this time and in the immediate 
| future, 


 P. W. MORENCY 


WTIC, HARTFORD 








Believe that last week’s conven- 
tion revealed wealth of maierial for 
leadership in N. A. B. Also believe 
that everyone present recognized the 
potential strength of a well led, 
closely. knit trade association to 
| operate for the benefit of the public 
and the members of the industry. 

I do believe that at the January 
convention such a strong trade as- 
sociation will be set up. 


SAMUEL ROSENBAUM 


WFIL, PHILADELPHIA 














Convention disclosed that the 
more responsible elements in the 
broadcasting industry are aware of 
the need for united action in meei- 
ing problems of public relations, 
labor relations, copyrights and gov- 
ernment regulation. However, there 
still remains and there must be dis- 
pelled the old feeling of distrust on 
the part of the smaller independents 
who are numerically in the ma- 
jority and resent what they revard 
as ‘interference’ with their right to 
exist and function as completely 
separate local units. 

It is essential that proposed reor- 
ganization recognize these factors 
and endeavor to convince the inde- 
pendents that we are all mutually 
inter-dependent for protection and 
prosperity. But in any event, with 
or without them, a new and stronger 
organization must be created with 
more efficient powers and facilities 
for defending and guiding a great 
| industry now coming of age. 


LLOYD C. THOMAS 


* WROK, ROCKFORD 








I believe that the New York con- 
vention revealed that the industry 
needs action along the line of greater 
cooperation among the different 
classes of stations as groups under 
the banner of NAB. I believe that 
NAB needs an executive board of 
probably five members. probably 
chosen from the larger board of di- 
rectors and headed by a president 
or executive officer chosen from the 
industry. 

There are possibly six men in the 
industry capable and qualified for 
this place and I would say that Jim 
Baldwin is three of them. Am siili 
strongly opposed to a radio ezar but 
recognize the need of a leader who 
will be aggressive and progressive 
but always fair to all factions and 
'divisions of the broadcasting indus- 
| try. 
| -l1 believe the New York meet- 
ing was worth while because it 
| stirred up the members to the rez!- 
| ization that more definite action 
j}along definite lines and greater co- 
| operation is absolutely necessary. I 
|have great confidence in the reor- 


| ganization committee appointed but 
| their report and their recommenda- 
| tions will be useless effort wasied un- 
| less we go to the January conven- 

tion determined to adopt a definite 
}plan and put it into execution. The 
|Federal communications commis- 
| sion activities at Washington the past 
| few days are heartening and mighty 
| encouraging and indicate a spirit of 
| helpfulness on the part of the F.C.C. 


‘that will mean much to the industry 





Klauber for his statement on Mon-j in the future. 
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Stock Issue, Crosley Invitation 


Among Reported Mutual Activities 


Mutual is still "yan teving to 
back WLW, Cincinnati, into 
alliance with the network, 
Weber, Mutual gen. mer., 
Thursday 
within a week 
Jr.. head’ of the Cincy superwatter. 
Weber this time was accompanied | 
by Theodore Streibert, gen. mgr. of 
WOR, Newark. 

Operators of stations which are) 
served by Mutual reported around 
the National Association of Broad-| 
casters convention last week that 
Mutual was contemplating revamp- 


closer 


last 


ing its stock setup so that the out-| 


lets associated with the network 
could become shareholders. 





Cincinnati, Oct. 19. 

Two additional stations, KWK, St. 
Louis, and WJJD, Chicago, were 
linked into the WLW Line Monday 
(18) for availability of 16 hours of 
rogram service daily. Other sta- 
tions that have been receiving the 
same service are Crosley’s WLW and 
WSAI, Cincy; KQV, Pittsburgh; 
WBAL, Baltimore; WFIL, Philadel- 
phia, and WHN, New York. One 
hour of the daily service is available 
to WXYZ, Detroit, which receives 
the Voice of Experience program 
and string ensemble sustainer from 
the Netherland Plaza here. 

The 16-hours-a-day service of the 
WLW Line also is available to the 
New York State and Colonial net- 
works. It is fed by WHN to WINS, 
New York, and WBNY, Buffalo; 
WABY, Albany; WIBX, Utica; 
WSAY, Rochester, and WMBO, Au- 
burn. 

Operating time of the WLW Line 

from 7.30 a. m. to 11.30 p. m., 
Monday through Saturday, and from 
8 a. m. to 12 p. m. on Sunday. 


Half-Hour Identification 
May Be Postponed If 





Program Type Requires, 





Washington, Oct. 19. 

Ten-minute latitude in making 
prescribed identification announce- 
ments is afforded broadcasters under 
terms of recent Federal Communica- 
tions rule interpretation. 

Modification of existing Rule 175 
(which requires half-hourly station 
breaks except under particular con- 
ditions) was effected by explaining 
tha, the commish does not expect 
transmitters to announce call letters 
exactly every 30 minutes. Rule now 
says that ‘insofar as practicable these 
announcements shall be made on the 
hour and half hour.’ 

Under the interpretation, broad- 
casters may spot the announcement 
at the most advantageous place in| 
the program over a ten-minute pe- | 
riod. Thus, call letters may be miked | 
between 25 and 35 minutes past the 
hour and from five minutes before | 
to five minutes after the hour. 

Leeway extends only to 
where program—variety show. base- 
ball game, etc—runs over 60 min- 
utes. Rules still waive the half- 


Fred 


(14) made his second call | 
on Powel Crosley, | 


cases | 





ee 


Al Cormier Quits WIP 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

Albert A. Cormier, vice-prez and 
g.m. of WIP here, is finished at sta- 
tion Friday (22). Resignation was 
| announced. last Friday by Ben Gim- 
| bel, prez. No successor named or 
| chosen yet. Cormier, formerly with 
| WOR, refused to disclose future 
plans except to say he'll remain in 
| radio biz and in Philly. 

Both sides refused to discuss cause 


} 


ways. 


Couple of Big 10 
May Be Sponsor 
Receptive in 38 





Chicago, Oct. 19. 
Although similar moves by col- 
leges have been twice defeated in the 
past, indications are that Northwest- 
ern University will jump the no- 
charge’ policy of the Big 10 next sea- 
son, and try for cash and exclusive 
contracts with broadcasters, in so far 

as football airings are concerned. 


Reason for such indication is the 
general opinion around this year, 
|fostered even by the press, that 
Northwestern has been paid for 
broadcast privileges of 
games. 


Contrary to opinion, the university 
has not made a charge this year. In- 
stead, it has been going along with 
the Big 10, which allows no exclu- 
sive contracts or cash for privileges. 

Rumors which have prevailed this 
year, however, have the Northwest- 
ern big shots burning, and they’re 
reported figuring new deal next year 
on the basis that they might as well 
cash in. 

Other schools in the Big 10 will 
probably remain in the same cate- 
gory as this year, excepting Chicago, 
which might also bolt. The remain- 
| ing eight are State universities, sup- 
ported by public tax, and hence have 
ino right to give one station ex- 
| clusive rights over all others, or to 

charge for privileges. 

Chicago, this season, gave exclu- 
sive privileges to WJJD, but the deal 
| was never consummated because 
| school and station couldn’t get to- 
| gether ¢ on an acceptable sponsorship. ' 











of resignation, but it is unders‘ood | 
there was considerable friction both | 


| been handed down in the instances | 


‘Performing Rights 
Is Returning All Checks, | 


| ing business in that state. 





| 


} 
football | ; ols 
| practice of mailing 


| rectly. 





Radio.’ 


000,000 Ii 


ESTIMATED L0SS 


Society | 


Many Unopened—Broad-. 
casters Setting Up Special | 


Funds for Protection If 
Laws Declared Unconsii- 
tutional 


FLORIDA CASE 


Although no decisions have yet 
of Montana and Washington, Froh- 
lich & Schwartz, general counsel for 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is starting 
suit next week to vacate the Florida 
statute which seeks to stymie the 
performing rights combine from do- 
Argument 
advanced by F&S will be that the 
Florida law is unconstitutional. 


ASCAP estimates that similar bills 
passed in Tenness2e, Nebraska, Mon- 
tana and Washinzton have been re- 
sponsible for losses of around 
$190,000 in revenue to date. Fighting 
of these measures before both the 
courts and legislative committee has 
entailed a legal expense of another 
$185,000 to the Society. Bills for 
$145,000 on this score have already 
been received. 


Send in Checks 


Most of the broadcasters in these 
states are sending their license fees 
to ASCAP at the old contractual in- 
tervals but the Society has made a 
them back di- 
In most cases the envelopes 
are not even opened. 


It was disclosed by several broad- | 
casters from these parts at the re- 
cent convention of the National 
Broadcasters Association in New 
York that they are depositing the re- 
turned checks in special accounts as 
a protection against having to dig it 
all up at once in the event the courts 
hold the state legislation invalid. 


How the Society arrived at its 
estimated loss was-by taking a 17- 
month’s average of the earnings in 
those states prior to the enactment 
of the hostile legislation. Loss 
might be even larger, if the radio 
business in these states has followed 
the general upward trend. 





Roy Winsauer, WCCO’s Minneapo- 
lis new assistant production mgr., 
addressed the Minnesota P-T-A Con- 
gress last week on ‘New Fronts in| 














TI-ASCAP LAWS 








' 





Bigger and Better 


Latest case of payroll jitters 
at NBC has developed a 
lieve-it-or-not case. 

On Friday (15) one sec, Diana 
Miller, got a raise at 1l a.m. in 
her pay envelope. 

At noon she 
slip. 


be- 


the pink 


got 











Sponsor Pushed 
Around by Pro 


Football Park 


Chicago, Oct. 19 


Everybody mad about WIND 
broadcast of Cardinal game from 
Milwaukee Sunday, and _ station | 


burning more than anybody. 

Airings sponsored by Chevrolet | 
dealers, but stadium had its p.a. sys- | 
tem sponsored, and sprayed the | 
WIND mikes with stuff that credited 
Economy Markets’ courtesy for every | 
play, then tacked on 150 words tell- 
ing what Economy Markets sold. 

Level of speaker system so high, 
Russ Hodges merely called plays, 
and let the p.a. system have it. Time 
for even Chevrolet spiels at a mini- 





| Weigh, 


mum, 


BOOK DIONNE NURSE 


INTO TOY DEPARTMENT 


”" Chicses, Oct. 19. 

Toy sales to be exploited by Mar- 
shall Field department store on Kg 
Center Tonight’ signatured for * 
three-a-week airing on WGN Saude 
ning Wednesday (20). 

Show is built around character 
known as ‘Field’s Night Watchman,’ 
who spends rest of time in toy de- 
partment of store to present kids 
with a key to toy center. Idea is to 
dramatize toys, and start-off is with 
quintuplet dolls. Nurse Yvonne 
Tereaux of quintuplet fame, sched- 
uled for an appearance, to double 
at store. 

WGN, Chicago, addition is Johnny | 
spicier. 


See ‘Absentee Landlordism of Radio — 


hourly identification requirement in | 


the event of consecutive speeches, 


plays, symphonies, operatic produc- | 


tions and such where’ continuity 
would be broken by giving call let- 
ters every 30 minutes. 


Buchanan’s Radio Chores 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Death of Thompson Buchanan, 60, 
Playwright, in Louisville last Friday 
{15), hits Chicago radio, and, par- 
ticularly ‘Court of Missing Heirs,’ 
new Skelly Oil-CBS show which 
went on air for second time yester- 
day (18). e 





During past couple years play- | 


wright had become one of most 
prolific radio scripters around, his 
‘Molly of Movies’ and ‘Couple Next 
Door’ only recently closing. His 
death is second blow for current 
Skelly show which he was writing. 
Program is also center of a suit 
brought iy Patricia Manners, 
Who demenos an accounting on 
STouncs of her alleged part in put- 
ting over the idea. 


Ann 


Despite the strong attempt made|was made pointedly evident at the | 


on the last day (13) of the National 


Association of Broadcasters’ conven- 
tion in New York last week to pass 
around the olive branch, the heads 
of quite a number of important sta- 


| Ed Craig, 


| second day’s session of the conven- | 


| tion. One following the other, 
Etheridge, WHAS, Louisville, 
WSM, Nashville, 


Mark 


and | 
| . 
begged | the broadcasting have neglected get- 


| off taking active part in the NAB’s | 


| 

‘Sag : | scheduled 
5 oan -Jare as eir intention | 
tions deciared it was the | grounds 


to submit their resignations from | 
the association on their arrival } 
home. It was their opinion that the | 


best way to force a general over- 


| 


hauling of the organization and to | ¥ 


| make sure that it again won't lapse | 

into its present state of innocuous 
| desuetude was to dramatize 
discontent by 
If improvements were effected at 
the slated winter’s meet of the NAB 
| they would rejoin. 

Several of these same broadcasters 
hold to the viewpoint that there isn’t 
a chance of the NAB becoming re- 
vitalized or changing its color per- 
ceptibly until more of those 
bound to the industry by substantial 
financial interests assume the ag- 
sressive leadership in the 
tion That such actuality is remote 


their | 
wholesale resignation. | 


reorganization on the 
that their other interests 
would not permit the necessary time. 


Etheridge’s main interest is news- 
paper properties, while Craig is a 
vice-president of the National Life 


& Accident Insurance Co. 


Policy of absentee 
which dominates the 
industry was further 
at this same sess 


landlordism 


brought home 
ion by one of the 


comments from Don A. Elias, 
WMNC, Asheville, N. C., Elias, who 
prefaced his remarks with a sug- 


gestion that the occasion called for 


|a little taking down of the tresses, 
admitted that he hadn't attended an | 


are | 
owner of two newspapers, 


is the 
and since 


NAB convention in years. He 


| he has always treated his broadcast 


associa- | 


property as a secondary 


has preferred to delegate his pro- 


| conventions. 
ja trade 
| manager 


broadcasting | 
| tative or 


|} newspaper or 


out 


As Source of Trade Assn. Weakness 


gram director to these meets. 

Elias charged that the persons who 
by virtue of ownership were 
vitally interested in the-welfare of 


ting in on the solution of its prob- 
lems and made it a practice of send- 
ing their $50 employees to do the 
representing for them at the 


Another source of weakness from 
association standpoint has 
been the comparatively dizzy rate of 
turnover at many stations. 
With the head man sensing the ten- 
probationary nature of his 
employment; or, as happens, with the 
radio station given step-child treat- 
ment by the parent organization, 
otherwise, the man- 
ager himself would not stick his neck 
at an N.A.B. convention. 

He was not sufficiéntly sure of 
himself. He might be slapped down. 


| Or he might be wanting to work for 


interest he | antagonized by his e 


his neighbor-delegate would be 


il of some 


who 
spous 
point of view. 





Opens Chi Sales 


Office on Basis of Showing 


Of Direct System in N. Y. C. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

WFIL, Philly has opened its own 
office in Chicago. Stuart Eggleston, 
formerly western manager for Co- 
lumbia, has been appointed manager 
to solicit time sales. Station, which 
recently opened headquarters in 
New York, now claims to be the 
oniy indie kilowatter in the country 
with its own offices in three major 
markets. 

Decision to open midwest head- 
quarters, according to Don Withy- 
comb, WFIL g.m., came because of 
success with New York office. Broad- 
way g.h.q., under direction of Sales- 
, manager Jack Stewart, only a week 
| ago reported sales during September 
totaled $194,000 worth of time. This 
is a 476% increase, according to sta- 
tion, over any previous month in its 
history. 

‘Much of this volume can be cred- 
| ited to co-ordinating centacts and 
|‘on the spot’ activity of the Manhat- 
tan office,” Withycomb said. 

Stewart will also superintend Chi 
office. He 20th Centuried with Eg- 
| gleston te Chi Sunday night to select 
la site for the office. 








Archdiocese Discourages 
Re-gnactment of Father 
Duffy; Eulogies Okay 


NBC, in arranging an Armistice 
Anniversary broadcast, has = run 
ashoal in the effort to dramatize the 
life of the late Father Francis P. 
| Duffy, famed chaplain of New 
| York’s 69th Regiment during the 
war, Network’s program department 
applied to the Chancellory Office of 
the Archdiocese of New York, con- 
tact point to reach Patrick Cardinal 
| Hayes, and got a frown on the pro- 
posal. 

Officially, the Chancellory con- 
siders a biographical dramatization 
of the priest ‘undignified,’ if acted 
out with actors. Deemed o.k. are 
eulogizing spiels on Father Duify’s 
personality and life by army officers 
or others acquainted with him dur- 
ing his career. 

At present NBC is toying with the 
idea of carrying a program of the 
latter classification on Nov. 7, Sun- 
day before Armistice Day. 

Father Duffy was w.k. and widely 
popular in show biz. Pastor of Holy 





most | 


NAB + Democratic 


Cross Church, on 42d St., west of 
| Times Square, he numbered many 
actors in his congregation. A statue 
of the priest was unveiled in Times 
Square last May, the only monument 
in the area. 


N. Y. ELECTION BIZ BIG 
Although La Guardia Forees Held 
Off Until Final Week 
Most of the New York stations are 
disposing of all their spare time to 
the contending candidates in the 
local elections campaign. Billings 
|for stipulated periods are already 
over what they were last year for 
the presidential-gubernatorial cam- 

paign. 

In the mayoralty contest the 
heavier buying, so far, has be2n dore 
| by the camp of Jeremiah Mahoney, 
candidate. Indications 
|} are that the Mayor LaGuardia forces 

will defer their air offensive until 
the last seven days of the campaign, 
starting next Monday (25), with the 
majority of the spots being under- 
| written by organized labor and 
other indie supporters. 

WOR is finding takers up to mid- 
night, while WABC, WEAF. WJZ 
and WMCA have had practically all 
their spare evening time eithe: 


cone 


tracted tor or optioned. NBC's two 
key outlets have even sold seven 
quarter-hour periods to the New 


York branch of the Communist 
Party. It is NBC’s first sale to that 
political group. CBS had the Com- 
munist business during the last pres- 
lidential c: ampaign, 
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Phil Spitainy Ore 
Maxine 
Evelyn Kay 
3 Little Words 
Lola & Nochelle 
Glee Club 
* Maxon 
GEN. MOTORS 
8 p.m.-Su-Blue 
Erno FRavee Symp 
John KB. Kennedy 
*Campbell-Ewald 
GRAPE NUTS 
(Gen, Foods) 
8 p.m.-M-Red 
Al Jolson 
‘Tony Martin 
Ray Noble Ore 
*Young & Rubicam 
GRIFFIN POLISH 
7 p.m.-Mon-Blue 








BROW N- 
WILLIAMBON 
lrool-Raleich > 
10 p.m.-F-Blue 

Fulythe Wright 
Jeck Leonard 
Tommy Dorsey 
e} B.D. & O. 
CAMAY SOAP 
(Pr. & G@) 
10:30 a.m.-Dally- 
Rlve 
Blue 2 p.m.-Dally- 
Red 
‘Pepper Young’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Betty Wraecee 
Marion Barney 
Jack Roseleigh 
*Pediar & Ryan 
CARNATION 
10 p.m.-M-Red 
“Carnation Con- 
tented 
Noble Cain Choir 
Frenk Black 
*Erwin Wasey 
CHASE & 
SANBORN 


(Stand. Brande) 

& p.m.-fu-Red 
Don Ameche 
Edgar Bergen 
Dorothy Wamour 
Nelson Eddy 
Stroud Twins 
Robert Armbrueter 





Lloyd Shaffers Ore 
Lyn Murray Chorus 
John B. Gambling 
Barry MciKiniey 

* Bermingham 


GROUP OF BANKS | 


9 p.m.-M-Blue 
Phila. Orch 


Eugene Ormandy 
(reie Stueckgold 
W. M. Kiplinger 
Dr. Ne‘l Carothers 
*Wessel Co, 


GRUEN WATCH 
5:30 p.om.-Su-Red 
‘Time of Your Life’ 

Sheila Barrett 

Joe Rines Ore 

Graham McNamee 

*MecCann-Erickson 
HILLS TABLETS 

(Am. 
10 a.m.-Dally-Red 

‘Mra. Wiggs of Cad 
bage Patch’ 

Retty Garde 

Robert Stravuee 

Andy Donnelly 

Alice Froet 

Joe Latham 

Bill Johnstone 

Mariorie Anderron 

Eatelle levy 

Pat Ryan 

* Blackett-S. -4. 


RORLICK 
7:30 p.m.-Dalily- 
Bi 





*J. W. Thompsos 


ue 
‘Lum ‘n' Abner’ 


Home Prod} | 


‘Girl Alone’ 
oN. W. Ayer 


» KLEFNEX 
4:20-Dalilv-Red 
10 a.m.-Doily-Blue 

‘Btory of Mary 
Marlin’ 

*Lord & Thomes 
KRAFT-PHENIX 
16 p.m.-Th- Red 

Bing Crosby 

Bob Burns 

Johnny ‘Trotter's 

re 

Fdamund Lowe 

*J. W. Thompson 
LADY ESTHER 
8:30 p.m.-Tu-Wed- 

Red 


Warne King Ore 

*Stack-Goble 
LAMONT 

(Pond’s Cream and 

Face Powder) 

& p.m.-Tu-Blue 
‘Husbands and 
Wives’ 

LISTERINE PRODS 

(T.ambert Co.) 

% p.m.-F-Bloe 
Grand Central Sta- 
ion 
imbert & Feasley 








1 
a 


(Gen. Foods) 
8:30 p.m.-Sa-Red 
Teck Haley 
Virginia Verrill 
Wendy Barrie 
Ted Fio Rito 
Warren Hull 
*Benton & Bowles 
LOUIS PHILLIPPE 
(Am. Home Prod.) 
10:15 a.m.-Daily- 
d 


Ore 











Re 
‘John’s Other Wife’ 
Matt (rowley 
Adele Ronson 
Phvilis Welch 
Fva Condon 
* Blackett-S -H. 
(Drene Shampoo) 
10:30 p.m.-To-Red 
and 16:30 p.m.-F- 


| ed 
timmy Fidler 

*H. W. Kastor 

| MAXWELL 

| (Gen. Food) 

| 9 p.m.-Th-Red 

| Show Boat 

| Chas Winninger 

| Meredith Willsen 


Thomas LL. 
Nadine Conner 
Warren Hull 
Virginia Verrill 
*Benton & Bowles 
MAR-0-O1L 


11:45 a.m.-Su-Red 
Henry Kusse 
* Baggoley. H. AB 





MOLLE 
8 p.m.-Te- 
‘Vou Pop’ 


LOG CABIN SYRUP | 


Merrill Fugit 

Rlarry Kogen Ore 

*Lord & Thomas 
R. C. A. 

2 p.m.-Su-Blue 
‘Magic Key of RCA’ 
Frank Black's Sym- 

phony Orch 
Tinton Wells 
Milton J. Cross 

ZENITH RADIO 

10 p.m.-Su-Blue 
| *E. H, Brown 


REGIONAL ADV. 
11:45 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
Red 


‘Myatery Chef 
* McCann-Erickson 
RY-KRISP 
RAISTON CEREAL 
(Ralston Purina Cp) 
5 p.m.-Su-Red 

Marion ‘Talley 
| Josef Koestner Ore 


n:45 p.m.-Daily-Blue | 


Tom Mix 
Shooters 

*Gardner 
ROYAL GEL. 
(Stan. Brands) 

8-Th-Red 

G Thompeon, Dir. 

Rudy Vatiee 

| Tommy Riggs 

*J. W. Thompson 


SEALTEST LABS, 
INC 


Straight 


(Milk & Ice Cream) 
10 p.m.-Su-Red 
Alex Smallens Ore 

Pauline Pierce 


Mixed Chorus 
tichard Gordon 
*J. W. Thompson 


SHERWIN- 
WILLIAMS 
(Paints) 
fh p.m.-Su-Bilue 

‘Met. Opera Audi- 
tions’ 
Wilfred Pelletier Or 
Geraldine Ayers 
Ross Graham 
Amelia Haberland 
*Ceil, Warwick & L. 
SLOAN’S 
LINIMENT 
(Ww. R. Warner Co.) 
10 p.m.-M-Blue 
‘Behind Prison Bars’ 
lewis E. Lawes 
*Cecil, Warwick 
& L. 


SUN OIL 








Thomae | 





6:45 p.m.-Dally- 
| Bloe 
| ‘Deay'’s News’ 
Lowell Thomas 
*Roche, Williams 


TENDERIL.BAE 
TEA 


(Stan. Brands) 
8-W-Ked 
One Men's Family 
-Page Gilman 
Bernice Berwin 
Winifred Wolfe 
Carleton BB. Moree 





‘Music ° From 
H’' wood’ 

Alice Faye 

Bob Allen 

Skinny Ennis 

Hal Kemn's Ore 


Elisabeth Rethberg 
Deems Tavlor 
Andre Kostelanetz 


Ore 
6:30-Th-Sa 
‘Football News’ 
Eddie Dooley 
Paul Doulas 
* Newell-Emmett 
CHEVROLET 
6:50-Su 
‘Romantic Rhythms’ 
Seymour Simons Or 
\Sally Nelson 
|Rarry McKinley 
Basil Ruvsdael 
*Campbell-Ewald 
CHRYS!.FR CORP 
®-Th 


| Bowes’ Amateure 


COCA COLA 
16-F 


‘Song Shop’ 

Kitty Carliste 

| Reed Kennedy 

Alice Cornett 

Frank Crumit 

Gus Herenschen Ore 

Kenneth Christie's 
Glee Club 

Songshop 4 

}* D'Arcy 

COLGATE 


(Sheve Cream) 
10 p.m.-W 
‘Gang Busters’ 
Philline H. Lord 
Averill Harriss 
Ted 
Wm. Jolinstone 
Kenneth Dargneay 





De Corsia 


Frank Love‘oy 

Joseph Yarmish 
*Benton & Howles 
CONTINENTAL 

BAKIN‘ 


(Wonder Bread) 
10 a.m.-Daltly ex- 
cept Sa and fu 
Pretty Kitty Kelly’ 
Arline Blackburn 
Richard Kollmar 
Clayton Collyer 
* Benton & Rowles 


CUDAHY PAUR. UU | 


| 
| (Old Dutch 
Cleanser) 
9:45 a.m.-Dally ex- 
cept Sa and &u 
‘Bachelor's Children 
Marie Nelson 
Patricia Dun‘ap 
Marjory Hannan 
Mugh Studebaker 
Olean Foule 
David Gothard 
Marion Reed 
Reche, Williame 4 
Cunnyngham 








* Ruthrauff & Ryan | 


Bdmund Mactonald | 


‘We, the People’ 
| Gabriel Heatter 
Lazane Kaplan 
Mrs. F. Christian 
Charles Hughes 
Mrs. 'T. Caffery 
Mark Woarnow Ore 
*Young & Rubicam 
GENERAL MILLIS 
(Wheaties, Bie- 
\}quick, Gold Medal 
Flour. Softastik) 

1 p.m.-Daily 
‘Betty and Hob’ 
Betty Caine 
Elizabeth Refler 
Lester Tremryne 
Spencér Bentley 
Dorothy Shideler 

1:15-M-Tu-Th 

‘Hymns of All 

| Churches’ 

Joe Emerson 

Fred Jacky. Dir. 

} 1:15-W-F 

Retty Crocker 

| 1:50-Dally 

| “Arnold Grimm's 
Daughter” 

{Don Merrifield 

Jeanne Juvelier 

Margarette Shanna 

Marg’ret E Sampter 

Bob Dyrenforth 

| Ed Prentiss 

i} Edwin H. 

Dir. 

- $:45-Dalily 


Morse, 





| ‘Hollywood tn Per- 
\/ son’ 
j Capt. Bob Baker 


| louise Roberts 
Ern Weestmore 
Wolly Westmore 
| * Blackett-S-H. 
Keg. Mon., July 19 
GULF 
7:30-Su 
American 
per 
Baker 
Kelly 


| 
| 
| 
' 


‘Great 
- tr 
| Phil 
Patsy 
| Roitle 
| Harry McNaughton 
} Al Garr 
Cacar Fradley’e (ire 
|* Young & Rubicam 
i. J. HEINZ CO. 
| 11:15 a.m.-M to F 
| ‘Magazine of the 
Air’ 
|‘Carol Kennedy's 
| Romance’ 
| Gretchen Davidson 
| Carleton Young 
{Gene Morgan 
fan Gould 
Joan Madison 
|Ed Jerome 
| Elsie Mae Gordon 
Marie Blizzard, An. 
| 11 a.m.-W-F 
|Crumit & Sanderson 
i Mrs. «. S, Littledale 
| Gelete Burgess 
|} Bil Adams 
|B. A. Rolfe Ore 
* Maxon. Inc. 
HUDSON WOTORS 


7:15-W 
‘Hobby Lobby’ 





Alice Frost 
Juntor O'Day 
Hella Stoddard 
Martin Gabel 


Jack Fulton 

Franklyn Mac- 
Cormack 

Cariton Kelsey's Or 








Helene Dumas 


*Neisser-Meyerhoft 





MUTUAL 


| WOR 





ADMIRACION 
LAB 
6:20 p.m.-fu 
‘Fun in Swingtime’ 
Tim & Irene 
D’Artega 
Hal Gordon 
Teddy Bergman 
Del Sharbutt 
*Chas. D. Reach 
AMER?TCAN BIRD 
PROD. 
11:45 a.m.-Su 
‘Radio Warblers’ 
*Weston-Barnett 
AMER, CHICLE 
7:45 p.m.-F 
Tou Little 





John T. Casey 
*Badeer, Browning 
& H. 


BLUE COAL 

5:30 p.m.-Su 
Orson Welles 
*Ruthrauff & Ryan 


CAMPBELL 
CEREAL 
7:45 p.m. M-W-F 
‘Rube Applebury’ 
Larry Reed 
Paul Fogarty 
| *Mitcheli-Faust 
| KATRO-LEK LABS 
(Katro Balsam) 
12:15 : 
w 








‘Polish Music’ 
*Chambers-Wiswell 
COMMENTATOR 
MAG 
9:30 p.m.-Su 
10 p.m.-Th 
‘Commentator 
Forum’ 
| Charles Payson 
| *Cecll, Warwick & L 
CO-OP 
MERCHANTS 
6 p.m.-Su-KHd 
‘30 Mins. in H'’ wood’ 
George Jessel 
Norma Talmadge 
Tommy Tucker Orc 
Epy Parsons 
Charley Boy 
Dorothy McNulty 
Amy Arnell 
Josephine Starr 
*Redfield-Johnstone 
CUDAHY PACKING 
11:15 a.m.-M-W-F 
‘Bachelor's Chil- 
dren’ 
*Roche, Williams & 
Co, 
DUART 
9-9:15 p.m.-Sa 
‘Parsing Parade’ 
iJohn Nesbitt 











FEISS NAPTHA 
1:45-M-W-F-WGN 
Tom, Dick & Harry 
Gordon Vandover 
Bud Vandover 
Marlin Hurt 
Car! Hoefie 
a4 Allen 
* Young & Rubicam 

GORDON 
BAKERIES 
1:30-M-F-W-WXYZ 
‘Lone Ranger’ 
* Seh) 
GOSPE!. B'DC'ST 
ASSOC. 
10-11 p.m.-8n-KHJ 
Pvaneelical Talke 
12:45 p.m.-M to F 
HECKER'S H,. O. 
11:15-12 p.m.-M to F 


‘Daily Info Service’ 
Myra Kingsley 
Jeon P. King 


Amy Sedell 
*Erwin-Waseyv 
HECKER H-O 
(Silver Dust) 
2:45-5-Tu-W-Th-F 
jZeatrice. Fairfax 
Lee Cronicon 
3, B.D & @. 
JOURNAL OF 
LIVING 
p.m.-M-W-F- 
| WoR 
*J. W. Thompson 
Victor Tindlahr 
*Franklin Bruck 
Corp. 
KELLOGG CO, 
5:30 p.m.-Su 
i\Trene Wicker 
Chas. Warburton 
Frank Knight 
Milton Rettenberg 
*N. W. Ayer 
LIBBY, MceNEILL 
& LIBBY 








12 


‘We Are Four’ 

*J. W. Thompson 
McFADDEN PUBS 
16 p.m.-Tu- WOR 
9:30-Tu-WLW 
‘True Detective 

Myateries’ 

10 p.m.-Su-WOR 
‘Good will Hour’ 
John Anthony 
*Ruthrauff & Ryan 

MENNEN 

10 p.m.-M 
‘Famous Jury Trials’ 
*Kiesewetter 





not mentioning him by name, was 
dropped from the program when the 
sponsor refused to allow alterations. 


Bristol-Myers, for Ipana and Sal 
Hepatica, through Young & Rubi- 
cam, notified Tiplady three hours 
before the program that the act was 
out, after it had been approved by 
three representatives of the client 
and five members of the agency. 


Teddy Bergman, a regular mem- 
ber of the company on the Walter 
O’Keefe show, went in to fill the 
spot with dialectic interpretations of 
| Shakespearean comedy. O’Keefe 
be is currently pinch-hitting for 
Fred Allen. Tiplady was paid off 
a to the terms of his con- 

ract. 














Previous nixes by broadcasters on 
imitations of the President's voice 
grew out of the March of Time pro- 
gram. Latter complied wiih White 
| House request. 











Flies to Chi from L. A. 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Beginning this week Sheila Graham 
flying in from Coast to do Cam- 
pana’s ‘Vanity Fair’ Hollyood gossip 
shots. 

Heretofore, she’s been taking them 
from Coast, and papers have been 
| blaming NBC for long waits on the 
|switchovers. It’s a pretty well known 
|fact that when a sponsor puts up 
|}enough dough for an extra line, 
there aren't any waits. Otherwise, 
there are, and of necessity, because 
of technical work. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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MUSTEROLE *Bagzgaley, Horton 
1:15 p.m.-M-W-F & H. 
‘Carson Robinson 


STATE OF MAINE 
1:15 p.m.-Tu-Th 

‘Girl From Maine’ 

Marjorie Mills 


Buckaroos’ 
‘Carson Robison 
Mitchell Bros, 
Pearl Mitchell 


4 nei Novak a —* 
Srwin-Wasey . 
PARKER WATCH vapant OF 


11:30-11:45 a.m.-Su 
Benny Friedman 
*De Garmo 
ocunsee PEN 
8:15 p.m.-F-WGN 
Harold Stokes Ore 
Arthur Wright 


12 :30-4u-WGN 


Perry Como 
Bimo Tanner 
Ctry Waehburr: 
Red Ingie 
Pierre Andre 
Ted Weems Or 
* Gediere 
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BROMO SELTZER 


RAYMONDS, INC. 


‘Susan and God’ (Excerpt) 





All 


oo —____— —$ 
SIDNEY SKOLSKY LLOYD PANTAGES GERTRUDE LAWRENCE re ° ° 
Pie tin anlaccomsnt "| Wives of King, Duke, Duce, Hebe 

> >] 3 


Wednesday, 8:30 p. m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
7 (J. Walter Thompson) P 

Sidney Skolsky is still stymied by 
his voice. Apparently he’s been do- 
ing some homework on it, for there’s 
some improvement, but that high- 
pitched hoarseness still takes the 
edge off the columnist’s material, 
which is bright, breezy, informative, 
loaded with personality stuff and has 
the same individual slant that has 
made Skolsky’s column one of the 
best known of its kind. 

That voice drawback seems a 
fundamental one to Skolsky. De- 
tracts markedly from the appeal of 
the show—and hurts his material. A 
ghost voice may be answer, although 
Skolsky and the sponsor may be 
reluctant to use a mike stand-in. 

As it stands, the program is built 
along the lines of Skolsky’s column. 
Material is bunched under typical 
Skolsky headings, such as ‘watching 
them make pictures,’ ‘movie boners,’ 
gossip, previews and ‘tintypes.’ Lat- 
ter are the standout portions of the 
stanza. Hobe. 


CARBORUNDUM BAND 
Francis D. Eowman, Edward D’Anna 
Talk, Music 
30 Mins. 
CARBORUNDUM CO, 
Sat., 7.30 p.m. 
WABC, CBS, New York 
(B.B.D. & O.) 


Carborundum returned to Colum- 
bia Saturday (16) for its eighth con- 
secutive network season with its 
cast, including Niagara Falls, intact. 
Francis D. Bowman, the account’s 
commercial manager, is still quad- 
rupling as program producer, con- 
tinuity writer, narrator and plug 
spieler, while Edward D’Anna re- 
mains responsible for a collection of 
brass instrumentation that ranks 
among the tops in network broad- 
casting. 

Indian legends continue to come 
from Bowman between band num- 
bers without attempt at elocutionary 
coloring or dramatization. At some 
point in the program the announcer 
states that the listeners will now 
hear the roar of Niagara Falls and 
even if it’s the same sound, un- 
changed by even an offbeat ripvle, 
the interpolation has been so long 
identified with the program that the 
omission of the falls might cause 
some doubt as to whether the show 
was the genuine article. 

Ad copy swings from the institu- 
tional to direct sales. If the product 
is an abrasive Carborundum makes 
it and as for the manufacturer’s 
standing in his field it’s as sound and 
permanent as the roar of Niagara. 

Odec. 


YALE NEWS 

With Bill Elliott, Mack Parker 

College Reports 

5 Mins.; Local 

AMERICAN TOBACCO CO. 

Daily, 10:45 p. m. 

WICC, Bridgeport-New Haven 
(Lord & Thomas) 

For five minutes each week night 
American Tobacco Co. rents facilities 
of WICC to sell Luckies to tenants of 
Yale university, a few square blocks 
in New Haven. That’s cutting it 
pretty fine. 

Undoubtedly cigaretter may get 
what he’s buying—campus good-will. 
Yale news, supvlied my Daily News, 
college pub, and read by WICC 
spielers Bill Elliott and Mack Parker 
until student commentators are 
picked from competitive list, in- 
cludes representative assortment of 
university goings-on—football, liter- 
ary events, class and fraternity fare, 
etc. Commercials fit order. remind- 
ing bovs who get a pack of Luckies 
after that midnight snack, and so on. 

Appointment of two student mike- 
men will make five minutes all-Yale. 
Call for candidates brought more 
then 300 enlistments before end of 
last week, finalists of auditions hov- 
ine their attemyts wo2xed by WICC 
and indeed in New York bv bhoara 
including Boake Carter and Edwin 
C. Hill, Some bie camnus n-mes en- 
rolled among asnirants, and if un- 
deresraduate eclebs hannen to ho 
winners, it will be another break 
for sponsor. Elem. 


— 


MR. KEEN. TRACER OF LOST 
PERSONS 

Serial 

BI-SO-DOL 

Tues.-Wed.-Thu., 7:15 p.m. 

WJZ, New York 
(Blockett-Samnle-Hummert) 
_Reasonably novel idea capable car- 
ried through. Debut stanza began 
the ‘Case of the Girl Who Couldn't 
Be Found.’ innocuous tale which 
tioped its paw in the opening min- 
utes. Despite the lack of suspense, 
idea is bosie enough and the char- 
acters sufficiently intriguing to hold 

some people’s attention. 

Mr. Keen is a genial bozo whose 
world-wide lost persons 
never misses. All the stories will 
spring from that source. 
is A sugary romance about 
millionaire looking for his Dresm 
Girl—who he finds workins for Mr. 
Keene. And that is service! 
.Dramatizations are fair, thouch ob- 
vious, and the playing is in italics. 
-ommercials are surprisingly unob- 
‘ectionable. Series isn’t aimed at 
the super intellects, and it'll prob- 
“hy huild attertian emong the serial 
addicts, Hobe. 


Sunday, 1:45 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Milton Weinberg) 

Former columnist joints the pa- 
rade of ether chatterers uncorking 
the alleged lowdown on Hollywood. 
Has an okay voice and delivery; his 
material is also lively and timely 
enough, but the progrem setup is ar- 
tificial and clumsy. Should be dras- 
tically revised to snare its full possi- 
bilities. 

Error, apparently, 
over-ambition. 
Pantages in a straight session of re- 
porting, anecdotes, etc., 





has been in 


podge of cross-questioning, 
dramatizations, chatter and 
board commercials. Question-and- 
answer portions are more confusing 
| than the straight spiel. 
| Dramatizations, which are 
ito build illusion, are 
phoney and unconvincing. 
|simply telling 
better. 
Raymonds, Inc., sells cosmetics and 
a ‘machineless’ permanent wave. 
Copy needs radical cutting, but pre- 
sumably the hot tips on what the 
glamour girls and boys of filmdom 
are doing is just the stuff to hypo 
sales with the gullible femmes who 
have a yen for beauty. Program 
originates in KNX, Los Angeles, and 
is rebroadcast for the Coast at 11 
p. m., EST. Hobe. 


—______—. 


| ‘COURT OF MISSING HEIRS’ 

| With Jack Brinkley, Tom Shirley, 
Burr Lee, Dick Wells, Elizabeth 
Reller, Henry Saxe, M. J. King- 
ston, Sid Marshall, Howard Hoff- 
man, Bob Middleton, Jean Savel, 
Art McConnell, John Goldsworthy, 


hoke 


palpably 
Pantages 
the story would be 


Ken Carrington, Joe Frank, 
Gunther Dorsmiller, Bob Barron, 
Dolly Day, Joe Hesmer, John 


Walsh, Jim Goss, Virginia Jones, 
Florence Ravenel, Louise Turkel, 
Vincent Maccelli, Peter Cavalle, 
Jr., Orchestra. 

Dramatic Episodes 

30 Mins. 

SKELLY OIL 

Mondays, 6 p.m. CST. 

WBBM-CBS, Chicage 

(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 


‘Court’ shows up as a topnotch 
human interest idea with a heart 
and purse twist that should garner 
adult listeners. The famous Drake 
inheritance case revealed that many 
people believe that they have long- 
dead progenitors who left great 
fortunes. And this program goes on 
to prove that there are many cases 
of ‘missing heirs’ to fortunes, great 
and small. This program assumes 
the role of aiding in the search for 
these heirs, with the incidents being 
actual case histories. 

Idea is excellent, but the program 
revealed a heavy-handed writing at- 
tack that cuts down the show's ef- 
fectiveness a great deal. It is writ- 
ten in a choppy, groping fashion that 
make it too hop-along for a real dra- 
matic build-up. 7 

In view of the exceptionally: large 





cast and the unwieldly bulk of the 
program itself, the show ran rather 
smoothly on the opening stanza, and 
credit must go to its director, Fritz 
Blocki, for this job. In some spots 
the sound effects were too smeary 
and blarey, but these are trivia 
which can be easily cleaned up. 
Performances were good through- 
out, with the exception of the juve- 
nile who played Wilkins, while the 
gal who played oppostie him was 
outstanding. : 
Program's general theme of ‘you. 
too, may be the missing heir to a 
fortune’ is of -solid appeal, and the 
commercial tie-in of a bulletin give- 
away at the Skelly stations is fig- 
ured to drag the listeners aro'nd to 
ask for the hand-out. Gold. 


_ 


‘LET’S GO HOLLYWOOD’ 
With Owen Crrmp, Paul Keast, Tom 
Brown, Ben Chapman, Leon Leon- 





bureat | 


ardi’s orchestra 
| 30 Mins.; Local 
| CLAIROL 
| Fri., 8:50 p.m. 
| KFWB, Hollywood 

(William R. Rankin) 
| To Owen Crump’s credit, about 
| the best variety show to come out 
of this station. Well paced and 
nicely timed the piece should move 
ia lot of shampoo off the shelves. 
|Only sour note is a barker with a 
side show technique. Shouts the 
gals into buying. 
| Aside from doing a 
| job and dishing out some choice film 
gossip, Crump has a guest star each 
week and also someone from 
Warners studio who performs some 
kind of odd duty. He deviated 
|slightly this week and trotted out 
| Joan Blondell’s stand-in, who gave 
lan insight as to how a_ shadow 
‘spends her day on the set. Tom 
| Brown did a playlet written and di- 
rected by Crump, which was down- 
to-earth and well handled. Ben 
Chapman, casting director for Major 
| pictures, wes on for a brief bit, talk- 





Initialer | ing about his job and picking a win- 
a voun%! ner in a beauty contest. 


Entire show reeks of Hollywood. 
Even the music numbers by Leon 
Leonardi’s crew are called off as 
this or that stars favorite tune. Paul 
Keast trained his husky pipes on one 
ditty just ahead of the signoff, not 
especially good spotting. 

As the newest Hollywood entry 
it will take care of itself in any 
}company. Helm. 





Instead of presenting | 


about the | 
Cinema City, this one is a hodge-| 


over- | 


aimed | 


slick emcee | 


the | 


Dramatization 
11 Mins. 
SWANSDOWN-CALUMET FLOUR 
Thursday, 8 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Miss Lawrence, starring on Broad- 
way in ‘Susan and God,’ aided by 
two other key troupers in the pro- 
gram, didn’t particularly impress 
with the presentation of a_ short 
| slice from the play on Kate Smith’s 
variety program. Character Miss 
Lawrence does in the play wasn’t 
established in the 11 mins. allotted 
jon the air, resultant in many of the 





lines which bowl ’em in the theatre 
getting only strained and skimpy 
laughter, 


Scene was a reconciliation get-to- 
gether of a husband, who wants to 
reform after having been a lifetime 
i\lush, with his wife and adolescent 
daughter. The ‘God’ angle just 
| wasn’t put across, unless the fading 
line of the scene, when the daugh- 
ter assures her ma that pa could 
| keep the pledge by saying ‘God and 
|we can help him,’ jerked the listen- 
ers’ emotions. 

Established fact in the play that 
Miss Lawrence’s character got sold 
on the Oxford Group and hence her 
religious psychology wasn’t brought 
forth on the air. Whole slice of play 
was vague and produced another ar- 
gument against the airing of small 
slices of plays just because they 
offer names and plays associated 
with names. 

Miss Lawrence cleverly aimed her 
lines, and her timing and vocal cal- 
isthenics might well have been 
waxed and used in a school tutoring 
embryo air actresses McGrath and 
16-year-old Nancy Kelly did their 
stage roles well. It was the script 
which for radio was lame and dis- 
jointed. Bert. 


‘HOBBY LOBBY’ 

With Dave Elman 

Novelty 

30 Mins. 

HUDSON MOTORS 
Wednesday, 10:30 p.m., EST 
WOR-Mutual, New York 


Concisely put together and neatly 
presented. Dave Elman had the 


show on sustaining on WOR for 
some time. Judicious choice of hob- 
bies and those ‘lobbying’ for them 
is evident on premiere broadcast. 
Naturally, peak was achieved when 
Admiral Byrd is introduced, with 
his pet hobby ‘boosting for world 
peace.’ 

Hobbies ranged from the professor 
who made musical instruments from 
odds and ends down to the indi- 
vidual who helps .under-privileged 
children to enjoy life. With the 
former he admitted using Hudson 
auto parts for one musical instru- 
ment, which probably was the tip- 
off on why he was present. Peda- 
gogue played his inventions to prove 
it was no gag. 

Elman, who conceives and pro- 
duces the show, also presents and 
questions guests, managing to be an 
affable m.c. Wear. 


RISING MUSICAL STARS 
With Alexander Smallens Symphony 

Orchestra, Pauline Pierce, Ivan 

Invanzoff, Daniel Harris and 

Chorus. 

30 Mins. 

SEALTEST 

Sunday, 10 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(McKee, Albright & Ivy) 

Instrumental and vocal concert 
ought to be fairly pleasing to the 
Sunday night classical fans. Pro- 
gram consists of two orchestral se- 
lections, two solos by the ‘rising mu- 
sical star’ and an operatic finale 
with chorus, 

Each rising star is selected by an 
audition committee made up of 
Alexander Smallens, Alma _ Gluck, 
Ernest Schelling and others of this 


ilk. Performer each week gets a 
gold medal and best for the four 
weeks, a $500 cash prize. One 


judged the best for 
geis a grand. 

First rising star, Pauline Pierce. 
was a mezzo-soprano with a pleasing 
voice who sang an aria from the 
|opera Mignon and ‘Hopak’ by Mus- 
sorgsky. 


the 13 weeks 


Advertising chatter for Sealtest 
labs, Sheffield Farms and Hydrox 
is slipped in. Announcer doesn’t 


convince Sealtest isn’t Sealtex. 
Show is supervised by Mme, Yo- 

landa-Irion, chairman of the Wo- 

men’s Nat'l Radio Committee who 





jing advertisers to jumping on the! 
bandwagon. Idea is along the lincs 


| of the Metropolitan Opera radio au- | 


ditions program. 


‘ESSAYS IN MUSIC’ 

| With Victer Bay 

30 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

Thursday, 10:30 p.m. EST 
WABC-CBS, New York 


the masters, with Victor Bay, youth- 
ful conductor, directing. Columbia 
has injected a touch of showmanship 
into an outright classical set-to. Re- 
sults are okay. 

David Ross handles narration with 
skill on such a task. Program 
framers exercised contrast in spot- 
ting soloists and type of tunes. 

Wear. 





has apparently switched from chid- | 


New series of half-hour music of | 








Played by Time's Agnes Moorehead 


‘TISH’ Opening night for the March of 
With Florence Baxer, Zune Bradley rime program shift (1d). to. NBC 
Robert Brennan, Marie Hunt, | SUdios found the cast of 30-odd 
Harry Shutan, Philip White, Ed- |duked up in white ties and the 
ward Latimer. |/women in formal evening gowns. 
| Dramatization | After the gala lah-de-lah, show will 
paw so back to hair-down norm. Audi- 
| Sustaining 


Thursday, 10 p. m. 
| WABC-CBS, New York 


ence of about 50 at getaway was also 
| largely in formal attire. 


| WPA radio project, given the op- Everybody was a bit fidgety about 
|portunity to use gratis CBS time, | the opening, even though the pro- 
lines and outlets, got Mary Roberts | gram has been on the air more than 


rights to 
Get- 


air 


piece. 


| Rinehart to scot-free 
her ‘Tish,’ 25-year-old 


six years at CBS. Tension 
laxed by a wag asking, 


was 
‘Where’s M 


re- 


jting back on a_ network (NBC | pajey’ Latter wasn’t in evidence 
| dropped the project last April On | but le nox R. Lohr, prexy of NBC 
| grounds it was too ‘expensive ) aqdas . } “" ™ . ; 
‘to the outfit’s prestige, but the job was in the client’s booth. 

{done on the opening slice of the | There wasn’t really any need for 
‘ £ SD am ois . > ; ’)D ° 

te * pp ow . by WPA | the excitement because promptly at 
|}writers does nothing to. increase | 9.9 ‘nes os ac =“ 
| enndnette arentinn (iiite tee tan sabi |8:30 things began to hum as ad 
| projects presse. wlio oP vertised. From the control room 
jing, and, incidentally and perhaps satiaiitien nian a ee bt eat, 
inevitably, ditto for the production | Specially rebuilt for this program, 


turned in by Columbia’s employee, 
Bill Robson. 

It was instantly apparent that the 
scripters should have tugged the 
lines of the characters up to date 
especially the ones meant to inject 
comedy. They were of the ‘23 
skiddoo’ vintage. Sequences 
choppy, which gave the idea that 
likely the two WPA writers, Leo 
Fontaine and Ed Hammel, lifted the 
dramatization too literal'y out of the 
first few pages of the book. If the 


of the air serial “Tish’ may be radio- 
redeemed. 

Casting was at fault. also. in that, 
although Florence’ Baker's’ ‘Tish’ 
stood out and gave a rather siark 
semblance of the character of the 
‘old- maid,’ her two sidekicks ‘Lizzie’ 
and ‘Aggie’ were confused frequently 
beceuse of the likenesses of their 
tonal timbre and character treat- 
ment. Very good, both as to voice, 
trouping and character vroijection 
was Charles Crumpton’s ‘Tuffick,’ a 
Syrian boy. 

Productionally, CBS might have 
helped out the project more. Bridg- 
ing the sequences was done with the 
same old orchestral bursts which 
were old when radio was not. Pacing 
was off frequently, and the action 
from scene to scene far from clearly 
indicated or defined. 

Program isn’t up to the night-time 
standard of sustainers—to ignore the 
commercials—riding the networks. 
Unless through the coming stanzas 
the show is sparkled up, the air ex- 
cursion of ‘Tish’ may turn out to be 
tosh. Bert. 


TOMMY THOMAS 
‘Romance Time’ 
30 Mins. Local 
BEN TIPP : 
Four Times Weekly 
KOMO-KJR, Seattle 

Tommy Thomas returned to Seaitle 
airlines with half hour stanza four 
times weekly over KOMO-KJR. His 
show has been a fixture on these 
stations for several years. Thomas’ 
handling of 20-piece orches.ra, his 
singing singles and trios are closer to 
being something apart and different 
in musical than is heard in this neck 
o’ woods. 


He has musicians working in easy 
style and shifts from one tempo to 
another holding always to popular 
style. Added to this regular stand- 
by show, during the winter monihs 
Thomas incorporates visiting vaude 
acis. 

Not only batons but makes his 
own commercial spiel. Adroit at the 
selling end. Thomas is versatile in 
that besdes m.c.’ing, he produces, 
writes his own shows and precents 
his own 15-minute ‘Little Black 
Book’ at intervals on same stations 
for same sponsor and plays his own 
background on the Chickering. 


Smith. 











| RICHARD BROOKS 

| With John Jaeger, Paul Carley, Irene 
| Collins, ‘Tune Reporters’ Orch. 
|30 Mins.—Local 

|MICHAELS CREDIT STORE 
Daily, 5 p.m. 

WNEW, New York 
(Schillin) 
| Newark emporium is 
an o.k. output from the 
indie broadcaster in this late-after- 
jnoon half-hour. A studio band, of 
apparently small proportions, pours 
out some good background melody 


New York 


Richard Brooks reading 
sional news items 
ments of his own; songs by a pair of 
mild vocalists, Irene Collins and 
Paul Carley; plugs and announce- 
ments by m.c. Johnny Jaeger. 
Collins also gives out with a 
mention of latest fashion 


off occa- 


gisty 


breath from Paris. 


reason, which is a considerable mark 
of merit for WNEW, considering 
some of its past performances—as 





the Metropolitan field of indies. 


were | 


lines and scenes are snapped up and | 
modernized in the ensuing chapters | 


sponsoring | 


for a fairly fast show that presents | 


with brief com- | 


Miss 


news, 
palmed off as just puffing in out of 


Plugs for sponsor at least within 


Bill Spier of Batten, Barton, Durstine 
| & Osborne gave the cue to orchestra 
| leader Howard Barlow, which inturn 
wes the cue for Westbrook Van Voo- 
his’ crisp “Time Marches On,’ which 
it proceeded to do. 

Covering eight news-subjects, the 
program revealed the versatility of 
|M. of T.’s stock company. Most strik- 
|ing of the doubles was Agnes Moore- 
|head, bedecked in furs, playing a 
Yiddish East Sider, a gangster’s 
(Baby Face Martin) mother, a cus- 
[Wally in a Bangor, Me., sports shop, 


Wally Simpson, Signorina Mussolini 
|and the Queen of England. Dwight 
| Weist was a G man in one moment, 


| Father Coughlin a few minutes later, 
Other principals in the cast in- 
|cluded Ted de Corsia," Ed. Jerome, 
Ted Jewett, William Johnstone, 
|Frank Readick, William Andrews, 
Ken Delmar and Nestor Thayer. 

Still others in the cast included 
| George Tiplady, Rex Williams, legit- 
|er; Mary Laslo, Elizabeth Eustis, Bar- 
bara Townsend, Lawrence Forsyth, 
Sarah Kimmel, Edward Kreiling, 
Charles Thomas, Hugh Farley, Rich- 
ard Manning, William Bock, Car- 
man Jones, Cyrilla Dorne, Adelaide 
Klein, Patricia Peardon, Sarah Fus- 
sell, Ted Reid, Alfred Shirley and 
Paul Stewart. 

Most cleverly integrated piece on 
this program was the last, titled 
‘Accent on Youth.’ This began with 
a replica of memorial services at 
Chateau-Thierry, fading into war 
talk in Italy, a discussion at Prince- 
ton College of the Japanese situa- 
tion, a British gas mask and air raid 
drill by the royal family, and fading 
back to the announcer’s: 

‘This week—veterans, no longer 
young, stand with heads bared—in 
homage to the youth of 20 years 
ago. Time marches on.’ 


From a production standpoint this 
is probably the most complicated one 
on the air. No other program uses 
such a diversity of sound effects. Un- 
like other programs every cue is 
given by the director from the con- 
trol room, Spier and Homer Fickett 
of BBDO alternate at this post. 

At CBS there was a studio which 
|had facilities for the M. of T. di- 
;rectors. To bring the program over 
ito NBC, the studio had to be closed 
| down for three days and the entire 
/control machinery moved back a few 
feet to allow for a desk with a light 
above it to be placed behind the 
glass window of the control room. 

Immediately after broadcast the 
cast and audience tossed a few on 
the 64th floor in the rooms of Shell 
Oil Co., and indulged in mutual ad- 
'miration of the cast, NBC Time and 

the refreshments. 

Many of the cast were recruited 
from the American Academy of Dra- 
matic Art. Bob Richards, who edits 
|M. of T., was pointed out as the lad 
|; who made good in a big way. Two 
| years ago he was an office boy for 
John Martin at Time offices. Pro- 
| duction costs for this 30 minutes of 
air entertainment and promotion for 
Life, Time et al., come to about 
$10,000, which includes airtime, play- 
ers’ salaries, directors and the fee to 
ithe agency. 

| One amusing angle of the party 
{was the presence there of several 
who might have been recognized at 
‘Support the Spanish Loyalists’ cock- 
tail affairs. These are the literati 
| parties to which sympathizers go and 
drink for the cause, proceeds going 
to the Loyalists. They seemed to be 
|particularly enjoying the cuffo re- 
|freshments handled by Donald Hige 
gins, Time’s host for the evening. 














Perry Wooley, former KBIX ane 


well as those of its rival stations in | Nouncer, most recent addition to staff 


j of KFXR, Oklahoma City. 


‘ 
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Here an 


Rosabelie Nelson in juve 
series, ‘Round the Fire,’ at WICC, | 
Bridgeport. 





Bon Bons, male quartet, shifted 
allegiance from WELI, New Haven, 
to WICC, Bridgeport-New Haven. 





Lawrenee Larrivee, baritone, re- 
spotted at WATR, Waterbury. 





Russ Brooks, formerly at WATR. 
Waterbury, now at WORC, Worce- 
ster. 


Ed Weiss to New York on new 
business for the newly organized 
McDougall & Weiss agency (Chi- 


cago). 





Leo Poulette, formerly of WHAM, | commercial. 
WIND! 
mikes, working under name of Don| 


Rochester, now handling 


Harris. 
Chicago station. 





Beb Wamboldt writing and di- 
recting the NBC Falstaff Beer show. 





Ferdinand Biondi has been pro- | 


moted from announcer to program 
producer at CKAC, Montreal. 





Jean Breeks’ Singing Strings band | 


started a sustaining series on WJZ, 
N. Y., Oct. 19, at 6:15 p.m. 





Clif? Frederickson of the Early | 


Birds program of KWK has departed 
for Des Moines to join WHO. 





WFIL, Philly, new $22,000 organ, 
largest instrument of its kind in the 
East, will be completed by this 
week-end. 





Den Martin jeins WCHV, Char- 





lottesville, Va., next Monday. For- 
merly with WIP, Philly. 
Pewers Gouraud, WCAU ‘Night 


Owl,’ who talks on legit and such, 
made flying visit to Boston for last 
Wednesday's matinee of ‘I'd Rather 
Be Right.’ 





Don Harris, announcer and pub- 
licity aide at WHAM, Rochester, for 
the last two years, takes similar post 
at WIND, Gary, Ind. 





Rebert A. Elliet, for five years as- 
sistant to the evening general man- 
ager of Radio City, is a new addition 
to WGY’s sales staff. 





Doris Fisher is doing two vocal 
stints for CBS, one at Monday 9 a.m. 
and the other at 3 p.m, Thursdays. 





Jack Eno, formerly of WEBR, 
Buffalo, on announcing staff of 
WFBL, Syracuse, and has_ been 


christened Jack O’Neill. 





WFBL, Syracuse, assigned Charlie 
Delaney to personality-plus program 
every morning from 7:30 to 39, 
interspersing recordings with chat- 
ter, light verse. Ed Jacobs super- 
vises evening events, and Gert Al- 
/derman shares the news etiting task 
with Delaney. 





Sam S. Baker continues as author 
of the Mennen Famous Jury Trials 
this season. Wrengly stated pro- 
gram had new writer. 





G. E. Bischoff of L. W. Ramsey 
agency, Davenport, in New York to 
arrange Jerry Belcher interviews. 





N. J. Rifkin, formerly with Trans- 
Radio, goes on the sales force of 
KOL, Seattle. 





Jim Peterson, announcer for KVI, 
Seattle-Tacoma, 
lated vacation in Hollywood. 





Grant Merrill, former head of the 
continuity staff at KOMO-KJR, 
seattle, now hitting the keyboard 
at KOL, Seattle. 


KOMO new announcers include 


Walter Beck from KTSA, Bob Du-'| 


ren from KFJZ, Dan Bowers from 





KGP, and Gene Reynolds from 
KBST (atter was former program 
director ). 

David Fris has joined the sales 


staff of KOMA, Oklahoma City, com- 
ing from Detroit. 





Lloyd C. Stokley of WKY, Okla- 
homa. City, sales staff recovering 
from serious injuries received in an 
automobile accident. 





Jack and Loretta Clemons washed 


up for Kirkman’s,,soap.oyer, CBS. 


after summer rum,’ ’, 


e580 5 38 
reves 
' 





Arthur Daly is ‘travelling itr ads 


story | vance for the Pontiac Varsity shows 


Replaced Bill Sexton at the | 


now spending be- | 


d There 





setting the production details ahead 





Dorothy Worthington booked Clara 
Savage Littledale and Gellett Burgess 
on Oct. 22 broadcast of Heinz. 





Marie Wilkie, assistant to Frank ' 
Smith, manager of WWSW, Pitts- 


burgh, broke her nose in an automo- | 


bile crackup last week. Another | 
casualty at station is Sondra Lee, 
dislocated shoulder. 

Ww. S. Brotzman, weather fore- 


caster for Pittsburgh, has been spot- | 
ted on WWSW for a daily weather | 





'report from his office. It’s non- | 
Norman Winter working for 
| Bachenheimer, Dundes & Frank, 


|agency, N. Y., in the radio depart- 
; ment. 





Margaret McGuirk has joined | 
WOR sales promotion. Formerly 
with Charles Dallas Reach agency, 
Newark. 





Jehn McCormick and Bill William- | 
| son of WKRC, Cincinnati, back home 
| after conference with CBS execs in 
| N. Y. 





| Elmer Pederson, now that KOL, 
| Seattle, has worked out its switch- 
over to Don Lee, has rescued Mrs. 
Pederson from ‘radio widowhood.’ 





Bill Rebinsen, pioneer transcrip- 
tion maker, has completed new 
quarters in WIP studios, Philly. His 
Robinson Recording Laboratories, 
established 1927, were formerly in 
Narberth, outside of Philly. 





Consolidation of several depart- 
ments at KDKA, Pittsburgh, under 
new management of Al Nelson, 
formerly of KAO in Denver, has re- 
sulted in dismissal of about a dozen 
employees. 








| WRDW, Augusta, Ga., 250-watter, 
_— CBS Oct. 31. 





Joe Leskey, of WSOC, Charlotte, 
|N. C., resigned after he had com- 
pleted his baséball series for Wheat- 


| ies and entered Davidson College. 
| Merrill Houser added to staff of 
| KOIL-KFAB-KFOR Omaha studios 


as control engineer. Under Al Bates. 
| 








Herb Mason out and Roland Rus- 
'tad in as art director of Hutchinson 


| Advertising Co., Minneapolis. 





Byrum Saam, former WCCO 
| sports announcer, now on N. W. 
| Ayer & Son’s Philadelphia staff. 





Lee Whiting promoted to WTCN’s 
national sales mgr. post, moving into 
Station Manager Swanny Hagman’s 
former spot. 





Ross Vanderbosch, pioneer Chi- 
cago radio pianist, added to WJJD 
staff; also Virginia Price and Clayton 
Richotto, both vocalists. 





Larry Wolters, Chicago Tribune 
radio ed, got a zero grading in the 
Zenith’s mental telepathy test. 


. 





Terry O’Dell, announcer at CBW, 
Windsor, Ont., transferred to CRCT, 
|Toronto; replaced by Byng Whit- 
taker, formerly of CFCH, North 
Bay, and CRCT. 





J 
! 
} 





Prudy Butterfield, ex-WJR, De- 
| troit, now handling two weight-re- 
| ducing shows over WMBC, Detroit, 
| succeeding Patti Jean, who’s gone to 
| CKLW, Detroit. 





Carl Weeks, former spieler at 
WSUN, St. Petersburg, Fla., now on 
staff at WXYZ, Detroit. 





Tommy Hudson, formerly of Dal- 
las, is the new mikeman at KTSA, 
San Antonio. 





following 


| ployment 





Blanche Nissenbaum, child singer, 
vocalizing regularly over 
San Antonio. 


Dodge, WRC-WMAL com- 
mercial manager, 
Hopkins Hospital after. a 
| vetting, with a clean bill of health. 


John 





Iz Isenberg, Philly 
sound effects man, writing and_pro- 
| ducing his own hour show on WPEN 


‘ ; bach Sunday night for Parisian Tail- 


. ors. Stage review featuring Bill 


back from Johns | committee lawyers cited the famous 


thorough | 





KONO, | 


| 


Richards, detective story and guest- 
ers. First guest is Izenberg himself 
with expose of sound effects. 





formerly with 
Courier, has 
resigned, 


Warner Schoyen, 
the Evansville, Inc., 
succeeded Ray Behymer, 


‘for Paul Dumont. |on the KSD, St. Louis, news staff. 





Jake Rachman, film and drama 


critic and columnist of defunct 
Omaha Bee News, has become star 
member at KOIL. 





George Johnson, organist, takes on 


!at KOIL, Omaha, to replace Eddie 


Butler, departed from radio to in- 
vestment biz in Detroit. 


| Gabber Ed Robson has resigned | 
from WDAS, Philly. Fiorentino | 
' Donato, Italian svieler, working in | 


English temporarily. 
Ben Alley, chirper on Household 
Finance show on WCAU, Philly, 


signed for another year by station, | 
sponsor’s | 


renewal of 
termer. 





Darreli Donnell, radio editor of 
the San Francisco Examiner, giving 
up nightly newscasts over NBC- 
Blue web. Health caused curtail- 
ment. He'll do a weekly news com- 
mentary instead on Sunday nights 
starting Oct. 17. NBC mikeman 
Burton Bennett will take over 
newscasts this week. 





Harry Wickersham is producing a 
new live talent whodunit series 
tabbed ‘Crime Quiz’ over KJBS, San 
Francisco, Sunday mornings. 





Gertrude Lyne and Elbert La- 
chelle, pianists, have a new weekly 
spot on KFRC, San Francisco. 





Ross Rhythm Rascals, KTOK, play- 
ing week’s engagement at Warner 
theatre, Oklahoma City. 





Ruth Brink, WIL St. Louis vocal- 
ist, stricken with appendicitis while 
on the air last week. Despite the 
pain she finished her stint and was 
then rushed to a local hospital. 


‘GOLDBERGS’ ON WOR 
TO SUPPLEMENT NBC 


Gertrude Berg and her ‘Goldbergs’ 
serial is now soloing on WOR at 
9:30 a. m. weekly-daily for P. & G. 
(Oxydol), getting in an earlier lick 
in the metropolitan area before rid- 
ing WEAF and the NBC-red at 12:15 
p. m. for the same sponsor. Same 
programs on NBC-red at 12:15 p. m. 
for the same sponsor. Same pro- 
grams on NBC follow the WOR air- 
ings. 

Duplications of broadcasts in same 
area isa test, along newspaper lines, 
to reach diversified audience. P. & 
G. is watching the experiment and 
toying with the thought of extending 
‘The Goldbergs’ out from WOR onto 
the Mutual network. 











Weber Answers 





(Continued from page 29) 





for them to contract for recording 
jobs up to Oct. 30. It was indicated 
at AFM headquarters yesterday 
(Tuesday) that deadline will be ex- 
tended until Nov. 15, for negotia- 
tions with the network affiliated 
stations’ committee. 

No move will be made by the 
AFM executive board to confer with 
unaffiliated stations until the pro- 
posed uniform contract for indie 
network affiliated stations has been 
approved all around. Commenting 
on a circular issued, by a com- 
mittee of unaffiliated stations urging 
that the latter refrain from signa- 
turing anything with the AFM until 
their lawyers had looked the papers 
over, Weber said that at the rate 
things were now going it looked 
as though he and his board might 
have to get acquainted with hun- 
dreds of lawyers before the em- 
issue was settled. 

Most of Monday’s (18) session was 
spent in IRNA committee counsel 
holding forth on anti-trust laws and 
decisions. In support of their ar- 
gument that the provision in the 
proposed AFM contract which gives 


| this obligation precedence over any 


| 


free-lance | had 





prior deal between stations 
matter of program 


in the 
servicing, the 


stonecutters’ case and almost the 
noted decision against the carpen 


ters union which held the latter 
no authority to dictate what 
union members must install the 


window frames after they had left 
the jurisdiction of the production 
unionists. 





the | 


bisths Sal Rak 


When Atlantic Refining late last week altered its plans and made the 
Chicago-Princton game its highlight of the week, over the biggest layout 
of stations including WOR, New York, which is weekly given what the 
sponsor figured its standout game, the trade was not surprised. Earlier 
arranged for wide hearing was the Notre Dame-Carnegie fracas. 

Atlantic has been irying hard to get Princeton to relent and sell com- 
mercial broadcasting of its grid games, but Old Nassau has last and this 
year coldly nixed. Sponsor has therefore tried to get as many of the 
Princeton tilts as possible through the opposing teams. Week before car- 
ried the Orange-Corneli game. Both carryings were arranged by buying 
the air rights from the other schools. 

When Atlantic, in the summer of 36, decided on sponsoring football, 
two schools were immediately wanted by the Atlantic and N. W. Ayer 
toppers in Philly—Princeton and Penn. Latter was snagged with no 
trouble, but Princeton remains no dice. 








Sol A. Rosenblatt, who administered the amusements code during the 
existence of the NRA, has been acting as attorney for two different factions 
|in radio, with each retainer involving union matters. He worked with 
| the speciai committee of independent affiliated stations in negotiating a 
| contract with the American Federation of Musicians, while CBS has him 
| representing the network in the jurisdictional dispute which the American 
Communications Association has taken to the National Labor Relations 
Board for settlement. 

CIO affiliate wants CBS to negotiate with it on a national basis, while 
the network holds that the engineering personnel of each station it man- 
ages and operates should be permitted to talk for itself. Decision on this 
issue is now pending. 





Their popularity apparently undiminished after nine years on the 
air, Amos ’n’ Andy will still take down top coin when they do their 
turn for Campbell soups after first of the year. On their pact with 
F. Wallis Armstrong agency each of the blackface comics will draw 
| $3,750 a week for five quarter-hour broadcasts weekly. Only one to 
| suffer by the switch from Pepsodent is Bill Hay, who is dropped as 
|amnouncer, He was on the agency payroll for $10,000 a year. Agency 
is now auditioning barkers in Hollywood. When A. & A. came to the 
| Coast without Hay the Lord & Thomas agency was besieged with mail 
and phone squawks from dialers. Shortly after Hay was hustled to the 
Coast from Chicago and has been in the act since. 





Though Mary: Roberts Rinehart donated the radio rights to serially 
dramatize her ‘Tish’ novels and stories to the WPA radio project, she 
wants important coin for commercial use of the character after Uncle Sam’s 
endowed nieces and nephews have wound up the 13 half-hour broadcasts, 
which CBS is carrying on the cuff. 

Authoress, through her agent, has notified Columbia that she wants $500 
a broadcast for the rights to ‘Tish’ after the WPA series concludes. 

This week CBS shifts the program up to Wednesday nights, starting to- 
night. Program will air at 9:30 p.m. Initialer last week was ozoned on 
Thursday at 10 p.m. 





CBS called it all a mistake but that didn’t stop NBC’s press heads from 
glaring in that direction and muttering something about double-cross. Two 
camps had agreed to mail out last Wednesday (13) their respective flimsies 
on the first of the Mobilization for Human Needs broadcasts and mark 
them for Sunday release. 

Columbia’s blurb by some error went out with the notation, ‘For Imme- 
diate Release.’ Radio eds obeyed instructions. CBS piece went into the 
Thursday papers, while NBC’s story was impaled on the ‘future’ spikes. 

Printed collection of talks sponsored by the Commerce Department last 
year on foreign trade and functions of the Federal agency is becoming a 
best seller on Government Printing Office tables. Permanent record of 23 
‘Stories of American Industry’ has gone into its fourth printing and is 
selling at the rate of 2,500 copies weekly. Schools are using it as a textbook. 

This year’s series, which started yesterday (Tuesday), is even more am- 
bitious. Guest star roster looks like catalog of czars of big business,. Opens 
Nov. 1 via CBS, listed for 10:30 to 11 spot Monday nights. 

Film comedian, who is also starring in an ether feature, is creating no 
end of unfavorable comment about himself because of his antics, inspired 
by excess giggle water, at broadcast periods. Writers and execs of the 
company sponsoring his show have reached the point where they don’t 
care whether school keeps for him or not any more and at the same time 
they are in constant fear lest the comic spill the beans by becoming un- 
manageable at a critical stage. Present status is headaches all around. 

Hugh S. Johnson is finally getting his air scripts for commentating over 
NBC for Bromo Quinine down to time. First several weeks on the air 
found him always running around 40 seconds beyond his allotted quarter- 
hour periods, and once he went a minute and 25 seconds overboard. 

This made for some headaches, even though ‘Old Ironpants’ is not fol- 
lowed by any commercials. Southwestern stations switching from the blue 
to red or vice versa have been getting badly jammed up. 











Stan Shaw, handler of the owl recording program ‘Milkman’s Matinee’ 
on WNEW, N. Y., is again being harassed by phoneys impersonating him. 
From time to time persons representing themselves as Shaw pop up during 
daylight hours in the taverns and one-arm hash-hovels of which the pro- 
prietors are fans of Shaw and frequently wire him. requests when he’s 
on the air. These fans usually cuff the phoney to some scoops of suds or 
a blue-plate special. 





J. Walter Thompson agency is taking on no additional heln in its New 
York office, however harassing stress of work is. Formerly extra hands 
were hired when duties piled up in any department; now other depart- 
ments are asked to help flatten any mound of work a specific department 
finds itself smothered under. 

There are at present about 550 employes in the agency's New York 
headquarters. 





Getting considerable comment in trade circles are three recent ads placed 
in trade publications by NBC. Layouts are generally interpréted as asking 
capital to take its difficulties with labor to the air and thrash them out 
before the public on sponsored network spreads. 

One of the ads pictorially depicted a chairman addressing a board of 
directors meeting and saying: ‘Gentlemen, we must present our case to 
the people.’ 





Benny Friedman thinks that when Harvard men write him fan mail, 
complimenting the football prognosticator on his excellent Hahvahd Eng- 
lish, that that’s somethin’ for the book. It constitutes praise from the gods 
| or at least from the Cabots and the Lowells, and they're the next thing 
| to it. Idea is that for a sportscaster, Friedman seemingly is speaking Ox- 
| ford English. _ 








Earle Ferris and Tom Fizdale have split their sharing arrangement fol- 
lowing Fizdale’s purchase of Robert Taplinger’s press agent biz. Ferris of 


New York will have his own rep in Chicago to replace Fizdale of the lat- 
ter burg. 








Lew Allen Weiss, Don Lee gen. mgr., coined a new one for the book 
| during his description to Fred Weber, Mutual g.m., of the ratification of 
|a studio defect. 
ticized,’ 


‘The place,’ remarked Weiss, ‘is now perfectly acous- 


oe. 
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12 Stations Out 
Of 45 Survive 
In Shanghai 


Shanghai, Sept. 27 

Of Shanghai’s 45 radio 
only about 12 are operating, due to 
war situation and lack of business. 
XHMA did valiant work during 
opening of hostilities, sending free 
messages to isolated outports, re- 
garding evacuation of friends and 


stations, 


| Minutes in Hollywood’ (George Jes- 
isel, Norma Talmadge, et al), 


| Michigan 
| Brew 


| cated 


relatives, also hourly news brevi- 
ties. 

Recently Japanese planes at-| 
tempted to smash XGOA, powerful 
Government station, which had 
been putting their case against Ja- 
pan to the whole world. So far un- 


successful. 


Mexican Femme Spielers 


Mexico City, Oct. 12. 
Two local radio 
ploying four femme announcers. 
First time petticoat influence 
come upon radio spiels here. 


Shes are doing well in announcing | 
numbers and plugging for advertis- | 


stations aré em-| 


has | 


ers. Was chosen from 300 candidates | 


at auditions. 
Native radio experimenters have 


| 


| cause of Canadian broadcasting laws. | 


+ PaaS Seas EE 


JESSEL, SHOW ON WAYZ; py VIF CHINAY IC 


BOOZE OUT FOR CKLW 
EAR IN Gh 


Commercial Broadcasters, 
Obliged to Meet All Reg- 
ulations Forced on Gov- 
ernment Stations by Po- 
litical of Ag- 
gressive Minorities, Looks 
About to Lose Its Best 
Day—the Sabbath 


WARNING GIVEN 





Windsor, Ont., Oct. 19 
Spectacle ‘of a 
itself, 
and 
the same 


ing in 





network program 
sustaining on one 
sponsored on another in 
town, is currently obtain- 
Detroit-Windsor. Show is ‘30 


opposing 
station 


riaing 
Mutual Sunday evenings. 
Commercial layout for the pro- 
gram is through group of local co- 
operative sponsors. When Mutual | 
was offering the program in Detroit. | 
WXYZ took it up for the regional | 
network, with Gobbels 
of the Motor City assuming 
the underwriting. Regular ouilet 
for MBS in Detroit is CKLW, lo- 
across the river in Windsor. 
CKLW could not have an 
account sponsoring a 
over wavelength be-| 


Pressure 


Canada. 
alcohs lie 
broadcast its 


Toronto, Oct. 19. 


Consequently, the regular Mutual; A shudder has passed through the 
outlet took its prerogative of carry-| _ ae ell neler eete i 
ling the Jessel show sustaining be- | '@%*s of commercial broadcasters in 


cause it had no sponsor for it. | the Dominion with the report the 

— re | famous horror—a Sunday on the 

Havens Mends, Feyhl Due Back | radio in England—is likely to be im- 

Philadelphia, Oct. 19. |; ported by Gladstone Murray into 

~ oi ra j | 

Doris Havens, WCAU organist, re- Canada. Begins to ldok like the) 

‘ . ’ : | politicians, who are under unre- 
cuping in Bryn Mawr (Pa.) Hospital | ~ .,,. 

; 3 a IEP RE ; ~". | mitting pressure, are laying the 

from serious injuries in auto acci- | 


established their first broadcast sta-| 


tion here. It is run by the Mexican 
League of Radio Experimenters and 
is a 100-watt unit. 

Operating on a 7,104 kilocycle fre- 
quency. 





John McCormick, g.m. of WKRC, 
Cincinnati, made a flying trip to CBS 
headquarters last week. 





groundwork to toss commercial radio 
| to the mercies, anything but tender, 
of the killjoy element. Canada has 
| always been famous for the fine 
spread-the-gloom zeal of its up- 
lifters, 
Blue laws probably will be en- 
C. M. Freeman Joins Blair forced next month to ban or severely 
Chicago, Oct. 19. curtail advertising, sports announce- 
Charles M. Freeman has joined the! ments, dance programs and light en- 
Chicago staff of the John Blair sta-| tertainment from the Canadian air- 
tion rep firm. waves on Sundays. 
Freeman was formerly 
manager of Forbes magazine. 


dent. Her face badly 
addition to broken leg. 

Production director Horace Feyhl 
expected back in about two weeks, 
following operation. 


scarred, in 





ment-owned Canadian Broadcasting 


RADI 


Gladstone Mur- |} 
western | ray, general manager of the govern- | 
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BUYS OUT PARTNER 


Avillegas Arango Takes Over HP5A, 
Panama City 


Panama City, Oct. 19 


STRIFE HELPS 
ARGENTINE 


Avillegas Arango, parine! 1 Star 
of Panama, station HP5A, here, ha: 
bought out the interests of Alfrede 
Graziani and now sole NV rit 


ne station, 


Pair opened their enterprise fi 

ff August but did not accept any 
commercials for the first two weeks Rio de Janeiro, Oct 
due to a government decree Now state of martial law recently de- 
operating as regular commercial | creed tJ suppress cOmmunistic act 
short-waver ten hours daily. ilies has resulted In radio's bivgest 


local break in years, with every ear 
glued to receivers for news events 

Papers, such as they are, and few, 
have been gagged. Only the princi- 
pal cities have them and the rest of 


the 
the 


for 


for 


Corp. admits. What's 
government will 
commercials, too. 


good 
be good 


_ - . the country cannot support or read 
The whole question of Sunday ar t pport or 
Neh ee 1s . = : them, so radio is the only means 
observance in radio programs of . 
Listeners hug sets seeking latest 


private stations as 


well as those of 


E ; , developments, arrests, etc 
the CBC will come before the board 4 I 
sade . " . sreak for advertiser now getting 
on Nov. 16, when we will rece.ve a teense haseain elas 
laximum ¢é n-ces 
deputation from the Lords Day Al- : 


liance,’ Murray stated. 


Squawks from the Toronto East HOME FOR BOYS TRIED 
Presbytery have been heard. At a 
meeting Thursday (14) a resolution 


AIR FOR DONATIONS 


was passed by the Presbytery to 

ban the airing of baseball games on 

local NBC and Columbia outleis 0n| «adeste Fidelis,’ commercial pro- 
Sundays. ‘We believe the CBC gram bankrolled by St. Vincent's 
should recognize the fact that pro- Home for Boys of Brooklyn, faded 
fessional games on Sunday are de-|o@ wHN. N. Y., Sunday (17) after 
| clared illegal by the Lord’s Day Act its fourth airing. Weekly program 


and for that reason should ban them 
| from all Canadian stations,’ read the 
| protest sent to the CBC. 


Murray stated Sunday baseball 


aired from 5:30-6 p. m. 

Reason for fold was that contribu- 
tions were not measuring up to the 
;expense of putting on the combina- 
| broadcasts are contrary to the policy| tion choral-dramatization entertain- 
in effect on the CBC network. He is| ment, plus cost of time on station. 
|of the opinion that ‘the listening| Design of program was to solicit 
public doesn’t want to hear sports on | contributions for the charity institu- 
Sundays.’ | tion from listeners. 

If Sunday commercials are banned, | 
broadcasters are wondering just | Ed Humphrey, announcer, has 
how they’ll keep out of the red. Its| joined WKRC, Cincy. Previously 
| their best day at present. | with WHIO, Dayton. 


— 




















50,000 WATTS 


ONE FOR THE BOOK: 


Until you use WCAU... you'll 
never know how well your product 


can do in America’s Third Market ! 


| | PHILADELPHIA 


ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 
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Cheap and Wholesale Waxing By —_| NBC's New Coast House ‘Radio Programs, Like Pullman x 


Hollywood, Oct. 19 
El Capitan theatre, long Holly- 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert Carries |» :esi%u<"><<0%| Exhaust Ingenuity of Tag-Givers 


(15) under six months lease. Net- 
work will originate the Metro-Max- i 6 abe Rag ea 


Low Cost Principle Step Further :2:2:< 2:25 ‘on'the’oe:) ny eogan a. onuxwatn 





























: L 
| vard spot on Thursdays. Rental is | 
| I - | Cc ‘k h . Lady. 
‘ | around $3,000 a month. | Check-up on the program titles Lats. 
4s “i | ‘Signal Carnival’ was the first air-|Tadio has produced in the past} [itt 8 
Chicago, Oct. 19 | ¢ ? : | show to emanate from the site last; Couple of years shows that, as A) Love (lovely, ete.), 
ago, . 19. | anger on tations | Sunday (17) | whole, there isn’t a cornier phase to M 
Transcription - making studio| | Sunday pe . | 
: + | APT Se De aa the biz than the old sod hoke of| Magic (magical, etc.) 
which Blackett - Sample - Hummert | icesnesasiaal SOPEY dpe: > | Man 
: ge Sage | ' sticking a title on a program. While Masta 
agency is setting up in its Chicago Detroit, Oct. 19 a Ma: 
. ty pe ° e ong publishers, film companies and Melo 
office is just about primed to go. Three eastern and one northwest | Memory. 
; oe | legit producers pay fancy prices and 
Layout is complete, including facill-| station have been added to coast-to- t great store by tl - titles. rad - 
ties for instantaneous recording. coast hookup for ‘Lone Ranger,’ 3 Tie mt tae i. : ow ~ siete Mi ae ties : 
Already rumbles are shaking| western serial produced in WXYZ 6 SOS ER, SP SU oe simple Moder 
through trade circles over the! tiugios here. Raises number of out- 3 waren for key combinations. wae + te sade tes 
changes likely to take place when let to o- en rin S n of these words alone has 332 com-| Moon (moon h 
“5G-H really get going, taking its oN Se a aa aa oe , binations built around it, as of rec- Mo 
. . / New stations, signed by H. Allen rd eee! : mh, iowa oped 
be ad a an anv other single ord, (VARIETY Radio Directory 
wax biz. larger than any other single . : whe ae iden of bos at | ’ + : 
from World Broadcast Campbell, g.m. King-Trendle Broad- * * data.) = a 
outht, away om i S3roaacast us wT ’ = a 
casting Co., are WFIL, Philadelphia . 
. 1i¢e as all of it during ~ “ Bes ces ~ , This or - 6 ic’ (also ‘mu- Nationa 
ing, beget has done é | WNBF, Binghampton; WSYR, Syra- | bon — yf . music Sate a abet 
scent years. sice r ; "Ss age thé 
dat sc Bg ge ; . -4.| cuse, and the Don Lee outlet in Port- | ical), and it shows again to what! News 
That B-S-H is going to save M8), Ore. Fran Striker’s serial: now | extent radio depends for its pro-| Night 
j < My * . ‘ S e . | ——— . j rO0 noontime >t 
accounts a deal of —y = et goes to 13 stations of Lee net on/| gramming on the clef trade. As a} Neon ' ) 
ing its own transcription-making| > °° ~ ask Seer ae in is , matter of fact, six of the 20 most | 0 
unit is instantly apparent. Aside | West Coast; also to WOR, Newark; | Philadelphia, Ocf. 19. used: tithe, wards thawtste. 4 ith | old 
‘ ‘ . ° . | ‘ , | _— : " Ss yordas ¢ y | 
fr the schanical factors. and| WGN, Chicago; WXYZ and its state| Publicity-minded admiral just ap- - — 0 GO WIth! One 
rom the mechan . ee pee i ard | Music, ‘songs,’ ‘melody, rhythm,’; ©n 
aboliti f the middle-man, there} web of eight outlets. |pointed to command Navy Yard/,. ’, .. =’ , aig : i en 
abolition o ’ é ‘ ~ ; : , se ee i cs awary,| Voice, ‘singing,’ and ‘piano. The| 
is the factor of the cheaper acting | Gordon Baking (Silvercup bi ead) | here giving special-event boys every-| ond ‘organ’ is a good runner-up } 
talent in Chicago as against prevail-| will continue to bankroll setup east thing but a battleship to take home S : r-up. P 
me = . ‘ * | | Y "7 ] } »o¢ + ne ; Yn ~i ry r - | *9 | 
ing prices in New York. Agency| of Rockies, with Western Bakeries | on Navy Day, Oct. 27. WIP and Reason fo! radio's paucity of pro- de 
now offers troupers in Chicago as} footing the bill on West Coast WFIL both taking advantage of the gram tithe ingenuity is probably the| py } 
low as $5 a head for small roles in - —__—_-—— | hospitality to provide thriller shows. reluctance of newspapers to list any- ee R 
its serials. | WIP taking three-quarters of anj|thing except the simplest of pro- | + i 
Extent of the serial biz commer- | CBS PRODUCES SHOW (hour, WFIL half-hour for Mutual) gram names. However, radio seems| Roa 
P | | aw ; , "hy 
cially placed by B-S-H is currently | net. . |to have overestimated even the | _ ge : 
158 units of 15-min. transcriptions | WIP plans to put gabber in plane | newspapers’ love of getting down to} ponance 
weekly. These go on stations the| |shot off a catapult. Whether he’ll| bed rock. s 
length and breadth of the land, and | eal |be able to talk or not is doubtful,| Most used words for program | Safety 
ing t is r a sizable | , however, as flying machine gets up| titlec der tr ce are 1) eee 
trouping talent is rather a siz Columbia Broadcasting System and | ~ eh * NP | titles, in order of their use, are the | Shovping 
item for such large biz. Takd Siaedies tah wenln -actielie speed so fast on the catapult it takes | following: | Silver. 
It is obviously the B-S-H idea to slik veces - fo Pe OF «trp en | the breath out of pilots. Spieler will er | pe Sai 
bait other and new clients by its | ign hp rere. r aint e th |try to keep up two-way conversa- | “ Old. — South (southland, ete.) 
installation of personally operated | peas tea aa = ‘rome eae nr € | tion with short-waver on ground. | . sar Sports (sportsinan, eic.) 
; ; S é c fertisers ’ A . } . 5 Ste¢ s ust, etc.). 
transcription apparatus and whole- | aoegom ion i. ; erage rr ow nd | Among WFIL’s bag of tricks is a| 6: Mies Story. 
sale buying of talent. This is what | late t 1S montt . a a repeat on € proposed two-way talk between an} 5 Metod: tad a 
: s . t. 5 P > 4 set- d, > ‘ Sunday 
has the other agencies squirming In | April convention on Ne , ' |}announcer on deck of the new'/! 6. Yor tor yout) Sunrise 
their swivel chairs, for no matter| Leonard Hole will ah se Me |U. S. S. Philadelphian and another}; Bhathee isthe ha Sunset 
: ry | sir 7S é }s : } ‘ . Sunshine 
how they slice they still won't be | hind the strings for the gambol. | in a submarine. | : i Sunshine. | 
able to meet B-S-H prices on ~_ aT ; So anxious is the new command- | 9 remanent Swing (swinging, elc.), 
¢ . j t ¢ : - | J. }. Symphony (symphonic, e ). 
platter biz for accounts. . ant at the Yard for publicity, that ‘ — 
| Yale Doings on WICC | ; | 10. Three. T 


with the approval of Washington, he | Uncl T 
New Haven, Oct. 19. is putting 24 planes in the air next | ncle, 7 


’ ° ; Th 
Won { Run Free Disc On Boake Carter, Edwin C. Hill and | Sunday just so the stations can have | te — 
e Edgar Kennedy picked by Lord &/| a rehearsal. TapPy. Todas. 

WBBM; Claim Hollywood | Thomas to select student commenta- Sports. Top 


. M : | 9 Toi Travel 
| tor for ‘News from Yale University,’ 12. Voice. ’ 


Transcription Too Bad estes sy csise Sau'scws'%s| PASTOR PAYS $26,000, |... Sma ret 


ales 


—" 
~ 








| WICC five minutes nightly in behalf | 


j | : > Two 
fecal ge BUT BUYS MORE TIME) 3 iss 
Chicago, Oct. 19. | Undergraduate candidaies  au- 15. Piano. | WUnele 


; = ‘ | 7 ‘ , 4 
Hollywood-made transcriptions of- | ditioned at local studios by Richard There are at least 60 ‘uncles’ on a V 
| 








fered local stations by Community Voynow, Yankee net production Philadelphia, Oct. 19. | record. The color most often men- | 

Chest were adjudged as too poor in| Manager, and Mack Parker, WICC WIP has moved up its daily open- tioned is ‘blue’ (gold comes next and 

quality for use by WBBM, Chicago. | New Haven rep, and 15 finalists ling time to 6:45 a. m., 15 minutes | red after that). The number ‘three’ What (what's). 

Station said they preferred to use | waxed and sent to New York. Board |earlier than heretofore. Reason was | runs exceptionally high because of = pl gig i” 

their own talent, even though it cost of judges picks two winners. 'sale of the period two days a week. the musical-singing trios who get World 

"em dough. | | Rev. George A. Palmer, pastor ot | Dane that way. ‘In’ is the most- Y 
Station is airing three variety | Boake Carter spending week-ends | Haddon Heights, N. J., church, pays | used preposition. Radio’s ingenuity Tonig "Genie. 

shows, with one of its own name /|on board his yacht in the Delaware. | $26,000 a year for 7 to 8 a.m. daily. | in putting titles on programs is such 


performers doing the give-us stuff | Each week takes four of WCAU! Now he has taken the extra 15 | that practically all programs can be 





a 
= 
ae 








| 
} 
| 











} 
for charity organization on each. Philly staff along for a cruise. |minutes two days weekly. | defined as to content by their titles. | St. . 
- cee ee - | In the other branches of amusement All New al WEW, Louis 
| biz, however, this simplicity is fre- 
| quently lacking. ‘Star-Wagon,’ cur- St. Louis, Oct. 18. 


'rently on Broadway, for instance, ; : 
| might be farce, contr. drama or |, Following a trip to New York, 
| allegory for all its title. Washington and Chicago, Father W. 
| oO a , A. Burk, and Al S. Foster, heads of 
verworked words, in _ titles, | wrw (operated by the St. Louis 
| alphabetically arranged, run as fol- | University) have reorganized sta- 


| lows, according to a list of 12,000) tion's personnel. Arthur Jones, 
| appearing in the Vartery Radio | once with KWK here and who did a 





| Directory: m.c. stint at the Chicago World's 

| A Fair, is new program director; the 

ae continuity staff is under the direc- 
American. | tion of Hugh Sanders and Ralph 

. B | Stein is new musical director. The 
a | announcing staff is composed of Sol 

C | Binkin, Alex Buchan, Bill Durbin, 

| Child (children). | Ed Gunther, Arthur Jones and Hugh 

——— Sanders. Arlington Thomas left last 


WEW is going in strong for pub- 


Dance (dancing, etc.) | 
| lic aflairs programs and has skedded 


Dinner. 


| D week. 


| Doe (doctor). 


















Dixie, bow airing of the National Corn 
ae | Husking Bee from Marshall, Kansas, 
| Drama (dramatic, ete). | Nov. 4. Station also is broadcasting 

Dream (dreamer, etc.). | local football games. 
E | it 
Rarly, 
~ ernst Jack Steck, radio show builder on 
| Every (everyday, etc.). | WFIL, Philly, and free-lance emcee, 
F ; trying a hand at something new. Ar- 
} ee, | ranging coupla turns for politicians 
ee, Peery | during coming campaign so they can 
- ; ha (fireside, etc.) |} avoid usual lone-winded palaver. 
Friend (friendly, ete.) ‘oe , ; 
Girl « 
ete . . 4f 7 , +. 4i Gold + “ : 
Our affiliation with “the Nation's Station Crom i -* | | 
ee us | MONTREAL 
+ - } ippy (happiness, etc.) 
gives WSAI extraordinary talent, together Harmony” aati aapees as ‘ 
hae CON OVER MONTREAL 
. . . Hicgh thichway, ete.) ; 5 
with an experienced creative staff. Hi ulitsy ete) Metropolitan Montreal is re- 
oe | ponding well to late evening 
cin commercials on CFCF. There's 
° or ae (housewife. ete.) 3 d ] “—_" ti 
eROBERT G. JENNINGS, in charge of Sales and Programs. cane Srenrity t or ee oe 
| é . 
In j 
Juni vr . | Ni B R E D & 
Just : i . + . 1.3 te 





ms K |WEED & COMPANY, CFCF UNITED 
Klis. \ STATES REPRESENTATIVES 
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Undo a tMahical Ducdionn dy 
MARK WARNOW 


FEATURING 


% JOHN B. KENNEDY ... Editor and Commentator 


% THE CONSOLIDATED EDISON ORCHESTRA 
AND CHORUS 
and 


% GUEST ARTISTS 
EVERY MONDAY ¢ 7:30 P. M. STATION WEAF ¢ NBC 


MARK WARNOW 
Exclusively Managed by 
THE COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc. 
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MANY OLD RELIABLES TURN OTHERWISE 








No Clear-Cut Reason Except Market Slump—Divi- 
dends Vs. Size of Advertising Budgets—Station 


Biz Continues Okay 


With network grosses and station | 
grosses on the soar this autumn, by | 
a peculiar twist one phase of the 
placement end of radio is finding the 
bottom out of biz—the stations’ na- 
tional representatives. In the last | 
three.weeks a large number of the | 
reps have become genuinely alarmed. | 

Bruise in biz is reported ranging | 
all the way from 5% to 25%. At 
first glance, the situation does not 
become clarified—what with a large 
number of accounts invading radio 
for the first time and placing na- 
tionally on stations through their 
reps. Also a blinder in getting a 
straight focus on the ‘surpris situa- 
tion’ is the fact that many accounts 





are trumpeting their increases in | 
budgets. 

All summer, accounts, through 
their agencies, burst forth with | 
glowing announcements of how 


much time they were taking, of how 
extensive their nation-blanketing | 
campaigns would be, come autumn. 
Autumn has come, but the biz hasn’t. 
In some instances the promises will 
never be fulfilled, in others only in 
part. But there aren’t six accounts 
living up to their announcements of 
how extensive their national cam- | 
paigns would be. 


A list of some of the biz that last | 
and other years furnished a good 
sizable chunk of the reps’ take came 
from the following accounts which 
this fall have failed to come through: 


Procter & Gamble (Ivory soap, 
Ivory flakes, Oxydol, Chipso, Crisco, 
White Napttha, Super Suds, Crystal 
White) 

Squibb toothpaste 

Listerine 

Oakite 

Penn tobacco 

Webster-Eisenlohr cigars 

Continental oil 

Nevawet 

Texaco 

Log Cabin syrup 

Wasey Products 
Musterole, Zemo) 

Welch Grapejuice 
Crazy Water Crystals 


(Barbasol, Bost, 


; son 


| others, 





Brown-Williamson tobacco 
Ironized Yeast 


Anti-Freezes (Super-Pyrol, Ze- 
rone, Eveready Prestone) 
Lever Bros. (Spry, Rinso, Life- 


buoy soap) 
American Cigar (Cremo) 
Bond bread 
Bayuk cigars 
Spud cigarettes 
Agfa films 
Allied paint 
The Reasons Why 


Some of the accounts offer reasons. 
Procter & Gamble, Wasey Products, 
Welch, Lever Bros. have strength- 
ened their network live-show display 
and will wait to see what happens. 
Others, like Squibb, Brown-William- 
and Log Cabin are looking 
around for something to suit. Still 
like Listerine, Continental, 
Webster-Eisenlohr, Texaco, Ironized 
Yeast, Bond Bread and Crazy Water 
have pulled in their spot and tran- 
scription placements, which went 
through the reps, without comment. 


Total shrinkage in the takes from 
the percentage cuts of the reps is 
added to by the failure of the auto- 
motive accounts to return this year 
with placements even remotely near, 
in the aggregate, to their biz of last 
season. With the single exception of 
Chevrolet, all the others are placing 
less total gross amounts in radio, 
aside from network spreads. 


Chief reason for the decrease in 
national accounts is difficult to ar- 
rive at, and no single solution pops 
up upon which the blame can be 
pinned. Stock market reaction since 
August may be partly responsible. 
And the easiest way (and most face- 
saving) was to forego spots and 
transcription campaigns; talent had 
been bought for network live shows 
and time set. For accounts which 
have no chain programs, it has been 
simple enough to dodge radio en- 
tirely and do some ad budget belt- 
tightening. 

Companies have been figuring how 
they could possibly answer their 
stockholders if forced to skip divi- 
dend payments this winter right on 
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Let CBS Decide 


Technicians and officials of 
NBC have hit upon painless 
method of straightening out 
union requests. NBC has prom- 
ised its Association of Technical 
Employees duplication of any 
and all increases and condition 
betterment gained by CBS’ As- 
sociation of Broadcast Techni- 
cians. 

All NBC’ers have to do is 
stand by and let CBS worry it 
through. 











’n’ better’ broad- 
allocations of 


the heels of ‘bigger 
casting ballyhoo 
money. 

Motor-car manufacturers have been 
wont to shuffle the blame off on 
what has now become a rather thin 
and nebulous excuse—labor troubles. 


WLW Line May Pick Up 
Literary Show on WIND 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 
Ethel Reid Winser airing her 
‘Know Your Authors’ weekly stanza 
on WIND, Chicago, for the second 
year. Program, which interviews 
authors of hit books, and drama- 





up of interviewees, which includes 
Dr. Morris Fishbein, Sterling North, 
Louis Zara, Richard Halliburton, Max 
Seigel, Dr. Victor Heiser, Sterling 
Dickinson and Heath Bowman. 
Show is a sustainer supported by 
the independent Ralph Atlass sta- 
tion, but understood Transamerican 
angling to spot it on WLW-Line. 


Agencies—Sponsors 


(Continued from page 28) 
starting November 1, with Mare 
Williams, ‘cowboy chanter. Placed 
through Rogers & Smith, Chicago, 
it will run 26 weeks. Williams is 
now doing a sustainer on the spot, 
7:30-7:45 a.m., to build up a kid 
audience. 





| 


Crew Milling Co. on Nov. 1 starts 
a thrice-weekly series of quarter- 


by WGN to CKLW, Detroit-Wind- 
sor, and WCAE, Pittsburgh. Talent 
is the old-time minstrel man Joe 


of ‘Jolly Joe.’ 





mag, sponsoring weekly 
alities on Parade’ program on 
WKRC, Cincinnati. Marsha Wheeler 
presides on the Saturday night pro- 
grams. 


‘Person- 





Daggett Checelate Ce. on WOR, 
New York, with musical transcrip- 
tion series. Muzzy agency, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., placed. 





Preducers Distributing 
Ine. (Norbest Turkeys) on WOR. 
New York, Mondays through Fri- 
days, commencing Nov. 8 With quar- 
ter-hours to plug the fowls. Edwin 
M. Phillips agency, N. Y., placed. 


Ageney, 





Yiddish operetta versions of Bibli- 
cal legends, arranged by Juve 
Schreibman, music. director on 
WDAS, Philadelphia, for Treegoob 
Radio stores coining. 





Chicago Engineering Works (re- 
frigeration and air conditioning) 
through James R. Lunke and Asso- 
ciates, Seattle, for 13 periods of five 
minutes each, Sundays, WHO. Des 
Moines. om 


H. W. Kastor agency handling 
Crown Overalls. Using ‘Pleasant Val- 


ley’ transcription series. 





Hugh Reilly, Washington, paint 











dealer, buying quarter-hour pro- 


tizes portions of the book, has line- | 


hours over three Mutual stations, fed | 


Kelly, who will use the nom de radio} 


Radio Dial, midwestern radio fan) 


weekly 15-minute spot campaign for | 








i gram, Tuesdays and Thursdays on 
WRC. ‘Fall Paint Parade’ will be 

| handled by Bryson Rash. 

| 





| Wender Clethes, Washington, with 
la new program on WMAL. ‘Cab- 
bages and Kings,’ giving odd and in- 
teresting facts about people in the 
} news. 





Peoples Drug Stores, Washington, 
sponsoring variety using all 
local talent, daily, 
over WMAL. 


show 
except 
Lee Everett is m.c. 

Castleberg Jewelry Corp. sponsor- 
ing new ‘man in the street’ broad- 
cast over WMAL, Washington 
McGrath, emcee. 


John A. Brown department store, 
Oklahoma City, has contracted for 
spot institutional announcements 
over the Oklahoma Network through 
KTOK. 





Katz Drug, Oklahoma City, begin- 
ning weekly transcription programs 
|over KFXR, Oklahoma City. 

Allegheny County Dodge Dealers 
have signed with WWSW, Pitts- 
burgh, for Wes Carr's nightly ‘Snap- 
shots in Rhythm and Sports’ at 11 
p.m. Account placed direct and runs 
for next 13 weeks. 





Caswell Coffee, through Long 
agency, sponsoring five-minute par- 
ticipations in the ‘Morning Hostess’ 
programs Wednesday and Fridays 
for ten weeks on KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Bekins Van & Sterage, through 
Emil Brisacher, signed for 72 spots 
announcements on KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco, twice weekly through June 9, 
1938. 


Chamberlain Laborateries, through 
Coolidge Advertising, Des Moines, on 
KFRC, San Francisco, with 130 one- 
minute transcribed announcements 
through March 31, 1938. 


Year’s renewal of its Sunday aft- 
ernoon show, ‘Budda’s Winners,’ on 
KFRC, San Francisco, has been 





i signed by C. H. Baker Shoe through | 


| Sidney Garfinkel agency. 

, Pinex, through R. M. Seed, Inc., 
|Chicago, bankrolling 220 50-word 
spots with weather reports. 





Nutone Chimes, Inc., through Mer- 
rill Advertising Co., New York, us- 
ing a series of 30 transcribed spots. 





Milens, Ine. (jewelry), of Oakland, 
is airing a full hour variety show 
nightly at midnight over KSFO, San 
Francisco, using Bob Garred as 


emcee and transcribed entertain- 
ment. Theodore Segall agency 
placed. 





Folger Coffee, through Raymond 
R. Morgan, Los Angeles, will begin 


five days a week. 








Sundays, | 


Jim | 


a ‘Judy and Jane’ transcribed strip, | 


——_—=2 


RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


( Attention-Getters, Tie-U ps, Ideas ) 
- ee 


| 


Smart Schoolma’am Tieup 
| Seattle. 
| Frederick & Nelson department 
|store has carried a one hour re- 
| corded concert hour on KRSC ‘for 
five years daily. This station has 
tied in all high schools of the city 
with the program by arranging with 
| sponsors to so time it that it will hit 
| classes at certain schools at given 
| times. Various musical works 
selected by the teachers in the 
schools, and these are sent into the 
station on the designated days for 
their classes who listen and study 
Teachers plan all the programs 
and the music and all KRSC has to 
{do is to put them on the turntable 


are 


This gives the store an ideal tieup 
with these pupils, who naturally 
know the commercial angle and 
whence. Up to the present time 1871 


programs of this series 
sent out for the store. 


have been 





Feotball ‘Publicity Teams’ 
New York City. 

Stunt pulled last week a bit off 
| the path of the usual publicity ob- 
tained for programs was the gag 
worked by J. Gilbert Braun, who 
|drums up stuff for the ‘Jr. G Men’ 
| program on WOR for Fischer Bak- 
ing, Neff-Rogow account. 

Some 11 boy members of the 
concocted by the program 
taken up to Fordham’s field 
posed with Jimmy Crowley, 
coach at the Jesuit school. 
group was pictured 
structions from Lou 
bia mentor. Daily Mirror photog 
caught each group. Two teams, each 
‘coached’ by a w.k. coach, were then 
matched. 

Such a stunt is easily worked, in 
view of the manner in which big- 
league grid tutors snatch at pub- 
licity chances. 


club 
were 
and 
grid 
Another 
receiving in- 
Little, Colum- 


| ‘Ranger’ Missing—Kids Alarmed 
Detroit. 

Recent stunt in ‘Lone Ranger’ se- 
rial (WXYZ, Detroit, and Mutual), 
in which western hero has written 
out of the serial as ‘missing,’ brought 
more than 100,000 requests from kids 
for a map Gordon Baking Co., the 
sponsor, was distributing in connec- 
tion with the series. 

‘Ranger’ was ‘missing’ from serial 
for coupla weeks, while his aide-de- 
camp, ‘Tonto,’ and others sought in 
vain to find him, ‘Mystery’ ads were 
run in daily press, and sponsor dis- 
tributed maps of the territory where 
hero supposedly disappeared, so that 
juve listeners might help ‘find’ him. 








WBIG’s Feotball Booklet 

Greensboro, N. C. 
| WBIG has joined the list of sta- 
tions that are making use of football 
schedule booklets this season for 
| goodwill building. One WBIG got 
out in collaboration with several lo- 
cal advertisers runs to 72 pages and 
contains, in addition to this season’s 
schedules for major colleges, last 
year’s records and other pertinent 
| gridiron info. 





WAVE Brochure Has Humer 

Louisville. 
WAVE, Louisville, has put out a 
|/new data book with a different ap- 
| proach at illustrating the text. In 
| addition to the usual information on 
| market, listeners and special appeal 
ithe book, with a sly touch of hu- 
| mor, pictorializes the sort of areas 
that WAVE doesn’t cover. Llustra- 
tive scenes treat of the lowly back- 
' woods folks. 








Complete Publicity and 


is pleased to 





Marge l. Kerr Director: J 





| Direcior: 


Tom Fizdale, Inc. 


With the Appointment of Robert S. Taplinger as 
Director of Publicity 


for 
Warner Bros. Pictures in Hollywood 
It has acquired 


Robert S. Taplinger, Inc. 


485 Madison Avenue, New York City 


| Telephone: ELdorado 5-5580 

| 

| CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD LON DON 

20 No. Wacker Drive 8532 Sunset Blvd 192-5 Shee Tane, Hi'-4 
| Velephone Central 7471 Tel. Woodburn 6-3101 


Radio Relations Service 
announce that 


Tel. Central 4176 
erry Farrar Director: T. J. L. Crane 
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CBS TITLES 











Radio Daffodils 








Oklahoma City—Gov. Ernest Wentworth over KTOK is emulating Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's ‘fireside chats.’ He calls them ‘dinner pail talks.’ 





New York City—Phyliss Frederick authoring series over WHN dealing 
with clocks started with the first time-teller-the-human-stomach. 





Philadelphia—WCAU contemplating changing name of shows featuring 
its new band from ‘Golden Music’ to."Metallic Melodies.’ Orch, led by Bob 
Golden, includes in its musicians guys named Copper and Silver. 





Richmond, Va.—Local orchestra leader owns truck that flashes his band’s 
name, etc. He parks it every morning at curb directly in front of entrance 
to advertising agency handling several radio accounts, 





New York City—New program started last Sunday (17) over Mutual for 
Katro-Lek Laboratories. Billing set and announced was ‘Polish Melodies,’ 
but network’s general manager, Fred Weber, altered it to ‘Melodies of 
Poland.’ Didn’t wish to have the name of a foreign country first in 
the title. 





New York City—Nick Kenny, radio ed of Mirror, asked WMCA to air 
appeal for blood donation for penniless man needing transfusion. WMCA 
complied, but gave phone number of the Daily News instead of Kenny’s. 





Washington, D. C.—-Strickland Gillilan, who has been doing a sustaining 
commentating job over Mutual from the Capital washed up with last Fri- 
day’s (15) program, due to time being sold. In telling his listeners adieu, 
Gillilan said he’d like to return soon and would do so if they (the listeners) 
could find him a sponsor, 





St. Paul—Thieves stole pheasants from University of Minnesota. Were 
warned over air not to eat birds as they had been innoculated with a 
disease. Thieves called up radio station to thank management for warning. 





New York City—Barney Pressman, a sponsor, has sued WNEW for ‘time 
chiseling’ while the station has cross-suited the sponsor for piracy of its 
programs. Meanwhile sponsor and station remain friendly and Barney’s 
programs are heard regularly over WNEW. 





Mason City, lowa—-Two jailbreakers got so interested in KGLO’s broad- 
cast description of their escape that they failed to hear the sheriff enter 
their hideout. 





Wichita, Kansas—Weekly art appreciation class will be local contribu- 
tion to new educational program of radio station KANS. 
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Does Not Intrude 
Director’s Authority 
Within Stutdio 





ASST. DIRECTORS 








Columbia Broadcasting System 
|program department under W. B. 
| Lewis has set up the categories of 
|‘producer’ and ‘director’ modeled 
| broadly, but not exactly, after the 
ideas of filmdom. Practically all 
sustaining programs now have both 
a producer, whose authority ends 
at the studio door, and a director, 
who actually rehearses, paces, pre- 
sents and has general control within 
the studio. 

Producer supervises the business, 
policy, budget and general oversee- 
ing of programs. He has powers of 
veto over suggestions of directors, 
etc., and acts as judge of the finished 
product and is in turn judged by 
his superiors. 

Objective of the producer-director 
division (which is also a collabora- 
tion) is to have at least two per- 
sons charged with the responsibility 
of keeping any program on its toes 
and of instilling the cross-fertiliza- 
tion of mutual criticism. 

Producers are not just that. Doug 
Coulter, for example, is the second 
in command of the program dept. 
Dave Taylor heads the music divi- 





LA FILMS 





Producer Has Power of Veto | 
and Budget Control, but | 
Upon | 


| election. 








Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 
Mayor S. Davis Wilson 
charged KYW Saturday with deny- 


publicly 


ing him the right of free speech 
in refusing to sell him time for a 


series of talks prior to the coming 
He said he was going to 
file charges with the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 
offices in Washington, however, it 
was said no complaint was regis- 
tered. 

Three other stations here—WCAU, 
WIP and WFIL—agreed to accept 
the series, which is skedded for Oct. 
27, 29 and November 1. Election 
day is November 2, The programs 
are being placed on the other sta- 
tions through Philip Klein agency. 

Whole dispute is over whether 
mayor’s talks will be political or 
not. Hizzoner insists they will be 
restricted entirely to a discussion of 
the city’s budget. He maintains he 
is ‘not in politics,’ although he re- 
cently came out with an endorse- 
ment of the Democratic ticket. He 
was elected a Republican. 

Jim Begley, KYW program direc- 
tor, declared: ‘We are not permitted 
to sell time for political purposes to 
anyone other than a registered can- 
didate or party. And while the 
mayor may intend to confine his re- 
marks strictly to the budget, we feel 
the particular dates he has chosen 
for his talk—winding up just a day 
before election—might be considered 
a political broadcast.’ 

A later ‘official’ statement by Les- 
lie Joy, g.m. of the NBC station, 
said: ‘We would in no instance sell 
time to the city’s chief executive, but 
grant him time without cost, as we 


At FCC | 


| | meen (VER Philly Mayor Provoked at KYW's Nix; 
| T IF HIREL TOR’ Isa Pre-Election Talk Non-Political” 


have done in the past. 
conversation Friday of last 
(day before the public blast) we 
‘offered him free use of KYW's facili- 
ties after Nov. 2 to present facts con- 
cerning the budget. Inasmuch as 
final action on the budget is not re- 
| quired until Dec. 15 it would seem 
that a leeway of six weeks should be 
adequate for the mayor to convey 
his message to the peopie. This 
offer still stands,’ ? 


Doc Levy, prez of WCAU, told 
Variety: ‘Our policy is same as 
KYW'’s. And we, too, think that 
the mayor's talks will be political. 
They are labeled as such in our 
office. Mayor Wilson may call his 
| talks whatever he chooses—Chinese 
if he likes—we don’t care. If they 
are paid for at regular rates for po- 
litical advertising, we'll accept them.’ 

Don Withycomb, WFIL g.m., like- 
wise branded the speeches political. 
‘But if they are paid for in advance 
at usual political rates we'll take 
them,’ he said. 

Wilson charged the station's re- 
fusal to sell him time to the fact it 
numbers among its customers Sun 
Oil and Koppers Coke. Joseph N. 
Pew, Jr., financial ‘angel’ of the 
Republican party here, is a Sun Oil 
exec. 


In a phone 
week 





Broadcasts in Pain 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 


Stoney McGlinn, WIP sportscaster, 
aired last Sunday night with a dis- 
located hip suffered while driving 
to the studio. Skedded for a guester 
on ‘Tailored for Men,’ Isenberg show 
on WPEN, he insisted on being car- 
ried into the studio. 








(Continued on page 42) 
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THE NO MAN'S LAND OF RADIC 


Remote farms, mines, lumber camps... 
Urban areas choke with local interference... 
Homes with old and poorly repaired radio sets... 


THESE MAKE UP “THE NO MAN'S LAND OF RADIO’ 


The thousands of listeners in this “No Man’s Land” | 
know better than anyone else the value of WLW 


They depend almost exclusively on THE NATION’S 
STATION for top-flight programs delivered with a 


clear signal....and they are never disappointed. | 


WLW---THE NATION'S STATION 
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DECISIONS 


Alabama: Birmingham News Co., granted new relay 
station to be operated on 31,100, 34,600, 37,600 and 
40,600 kc with 2 watts. 

California: Don Lee Broadcasting System granted 
new relay station to be operated on 31,100, 34,600, 
37,600 and 40,600 ke with 2 watts. 

Florida: WTAL, Tallahassee, granted day power boost 
from 100 to 250 watts and changes in equipment. 


Kentucky: WLAP, Lexington, application for new 
transmitter to be operated on 610 ke with 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days, dismissed at applicant’s request. 

Minnesota: KWNO, Winona, granted increase in day 


power from 100 to 250 watts. 

. Nebraska: KGFW, Kearney, granted day power boost 
from 100 to 250 watts and installation of vertical radi- 
ator and new equipment. 

Ohio: Richland Broadcasting Co., Mansfield, applica- 
tion for new station to be operated days only on 1370 
ke with 100 watts, denied as in case of default for fail- 
ure of applicant to file an appearance. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Florida: WFLA, Clearwater, night power boost from 
1 kw to 5 kw. 

Kentucky: WOMI, Owensboro, 
from 100 to 250 watts. 

Mississippi: WHEF, Kosciusko, authority to transfer 
control of corporation from J. E. Wharton to Roy L. 
Heidelberg, 1,834 shares common stock. 

Oregon: KALE, Portland, increase power from 500 
watts to 1 kw. 

Vermont: WNBX, Springfield, change name from 
WNBX Broadcasting Corp. to Twin State Broadcasting 
Company. 

Washington: KUJ, Walla Walla, change frequency 
from 1370 to 560 kc, install new vertical antenna, make 
changes in transmitting equipment and boost power 
from 100 to 250 watts. 

West Virginia: Joe L. Smith, Jr., Beckley, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


California: New station for Oakland to supply as- 
serted need for educational and classical music pro- 
grams, was frowned on by Examiner P. W. Seward who 
declared that radio broadcast service already available 
in the area is ‘excessive.’ : 

Plea of Richard Field Lewis, former owner of 
KDON, Monterey, for a daytime station to be operated 
on 1160 with 1 kw, was recommended for commish 
wastebasket. Granting of the application would pre- 
clude granting of two pending new station requests, 
Seward pointed out, as well as adding to present ser- 
vice jam. 

Applicant was represented by Richard D. Daniels. 


Michigan: Ambitions of five stockholders of WFDF, 
Flint, to spread themselves on a new station in the 
same town were promptly squelched by an unfavorable 
report turned in by Examiner Seward. 

Arrangement would merely furnish owners with new 


increase day power 


advertising accounts, Seward indicated, and would not 


be in the public service. 


Request for 1200 ke frequency and 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, was handled by Attorneys Paul M. 
Segal and George S. Smith. 


Minnesota: Request for a new station for Mankato, 
to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts days, 250 
watts nights, was smiled on by Examiner Seward. 


Operation of a radio station which would furnish 
extensive service to the surrounding farm country and 
carry ‘needed programs’ of an educational character 
would be of advantage to the community, 
found 


F. B. Clements and Company, applicant comprising 
Clements, his wife and his brother, showed a net worth 
of $440,924. Individuals also were found to be legally 
and technically qualified for operation of the proposed 
transmitter. A. R. Pfau, Horace L. Hohnes and Fred 
W. Albertson appeared in behalf of applicant. 

Ohie: Great Lakes Broadcasting Corp., a subsidiary 
of Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp., was 
pulled up short by Examiner Tyler Berry on its appli- 
cation for a new $90,000 transmitter for Cleveland. 

Examiner questioned tie-up between Virgil Reiter, 
Jr., vice-prez of Transamerican and head of its sales 
department, declaring that the deal apparently was ar- 
ranged so that Transamerican ‘may receive commis- 
sions from the proposed station, if established, on busi- 
ness it may furnish.’ 

Applicants were represented by Paul D. P. Spearman 
and Alan B. David. 

Massachusetts: Scrap between WSAR, Fall River, and 
the Fall River Herald News Publishing Co., was tem- 
porarily settled by an unfavorable examiner’s report 
on the latter company’s request for a new station. 

Bitter war between the rag and the existing trans- 
mitter apparently arose over refusal of Herald News 
to run WSAR programs free of charge, although car- 
rying listings of nearby Providence stations cuffo. In 
recommending a turndown for the proposed 1210 ke 
transmitter, which asked operation with 100 watts night 
power, 250 watts days, Examiner Robert L. Irwin 
pointed out that ‘if the commission were to authorize 
the applicant to establish a new station in the city, it 
would then give to the applicant a two to one advan- 
tage over the established broadcasting facilities in the 
city, in so far as news and advertising dissemination is 
concerned.’ 

Ben S. Fisher appeared as counsel for Fall River 
Herald News. 

Rhode Island: Attempt of the Colonial Network, sub- 
sid of the Yankee Network, to establish a new trans- 
mitter at Providence, was spiked by Examiner Berry 
on grounds that applicant did not possess the necessary 
cash and that three existing Providence stations al- 
ready furnish adequate service. 

Request for a 1 kw station to be operated on 720 ke 
drew a 23-page report by Berry on the complicated 
intereorporate relations of John Shepard, Jr., and John 
Shepard, III, New England department store and radio 
magnates. 

Paul D. P. Spearman appeared for Colonial Network. 

Application of Geraldine Alberghane, Pawtucket, for 
a 1 kw daytime station on 720 kc, was recommended for 
denial with prejudice by Examiner Berry. 

Failure of applicant to show up at scheduled hearing 
resulted in motion by respondents, Colonial Network 
and E. Anthony & Sons, for wrist-slapping. 
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PULLIAM IN DEAL; 





Indianapolis, Oct. 19. 

Eugene C. Pulliam announced last 
week (14) that Central Newspapers, 
Inc., of which he is president, had 
purchased and would retire all stock 
of the company formerly held by 
Frank Buttram, wealthy Oklahoma 
City oil man. 


Central Newspapers, Inc., is a 





Seward | 





holding corporation 
string of Oklahoma and Indiana 
dailies in addition to Indianapolis 
station WIRE. Understood that But- 
tram disapproved of a stock bonus 
plan for Pulliam managers and em- 
ployes who had been with the com- 
pany five years or more. These are 
now set to go through Jan. 1. 

Question remains unanswered as 
to just where the WIRE employes 
stand when it comes to these 
bonuses. Pulliam bought the sta- 
tion earlier this year from D. L. 
(Plug) Kendrick and W. L. Vogel- 
back. Though some of the em- 
ployes there have been with Pulliam 
five years, and others have worked 
there that long under the former 
management, none has been at WIRE 
five years under Pulliam, as he only 
bought the station this year. 


Pacific Coast Notes 


Olive West, one-time Broadway 
actress and for a number of years on 
the NBC staff in San Francisco, is 
headed east for a visit to Saranac 
Lake. Will stay severa! months. 


controlling a 








Chester Wimot, Australian radio 
exec, answered Janet Baird’s ques- 


= 


ADVERTISEMENT 





Raymond S. Tompkins, WFBR commentator. 

Surveys showed that on broadcasts at a 

time competing with Boake Carter, he had 
more Baltimore listeners than Carter, 


OR SALE 


Maryland’s most 
popular radio 
commentator: 





| tions in an interview on the Woman’s | 


Magazine of the Air from NBC’s San | 
Francisco studios last Friday. Here 
to 0.0. American broadcasting meth- | 
ods. 





Reggie Scheubel of the Biow 
agency, New York, visiting in San j 
Francisco. | 





Peggy Stone of CBS planes back | 
to New York this week after a va- 
cash in San Francisco with her sister. | 





Abbott Tessman, NBC mikeman in 
San Francisco, draws the opera as- 
signment this year for the web’s five 
broadcasts from the War Memorial 
Opera House, first of which was last 
Friday. 





Thomas A. Wilmot has been added 
to the California Radio System pay- 
roll to write and produce programs 
at KYA, San Francisco. Formerly 
a Joe Penner gag writer. 3 





Alma LaMarr of KYA, San Fran- 
cisco, is the ‘Lady Alycia’ on the 
new J. Thompson twice-weekly com- | 
mercials, ‘Beauty Hints from Holly- 
wood Stars,’. over KPO. 





Helen O’Neill shifting from NBC 
Artists Service into the web’s pro- 
duction department in San Fran- 
cisco. 





Keith Kerby of KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, and his wife left Sunday for 
Klamath Falls, Ore., to be best man 
and matron of honor at the wedding 
of John K. Schneller, control super- 
visor of KOIN, Portland, and Miss 
Ellen Kerry, San Francisco radio 
actress, Monday (18). 








Rebt. Priebl, gen. mgr. KRSC, 
Seattle, returned from deer hunting 
trip. 





Bert Cole, formerly with KMO, | 
Tacoma, now chief engineer at KHQ, 
Spokane. 





Allen Bottzer formerly with KOL, 
Seattle, and Ear] Christopher, now | 
announcing at KIRO, Seattle. 





Jack Buchanan, now public rela- | 
tions for KMO, Tacoma. Formerly | 
with Rainier National Park. | 





James Wallace, KVI Seattle-Ta- | 
coma chief engineer back from six | 
weeks gadabout east. 


Arrest W. A. Bowser 


Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 19. 

W. A. Bowser, former promotion 
worker with WAIR, Winston-Salem, 
was arrested at Charleston, S. C., on 
a charge of forgery involving $228.90. 
Bowser left the city and soon there- 
after the station allegedly found that 
a number of printed checks were 
missing out of the back of the con- 
cern’s check book. 

These began to appear with forged 
signatures and Bowser was charged 














with the work, 





RAYMOND S. TOMPKINS 


Former A. E. F. war corres- 
pondent and newspaper man, 
Without a doubt the best-known 
commentator in Maryland. He 
has been on the air over WFBR 
for the last three years in two 
successful sponsored programs. 


PAST PERFORMANCES: 
1934-1935 


THE Sponsor: May Oil Burner 


Corp. 
THE ProGRAM: “Surprise-O- 
Grams.” 


Sponsor’s COMMENT: “This was 
the first time the May Oil Burner 
Corp. remained on the air during 
the winter months and they at- 
tribute a considerable increase in 
business to Raymond Tompkins. 
The program has proven most 
successful as witnessed by numer- 
ous comments and letters received 
by the May Oil Burner Corp. 
praising Mr. Tompkins’ news re- 
porting.” 


1936-1937 


THE Sponsor: Consolidated Gas 
Electric Light & Power Company 
of Baltimore. 
THE PROGRAM: “Light on the 
News.” 

SPoNsoR’s COMMENT: “Mr. Ray- 
mond Tompkins is an outstanding 
news commentator and he has 
created a program that embodies 
original features which give it 
wide interest value and close con- 
tact with his listening public. 
This, together with his excellent 
radio personality, has made 
“Light on the News” a feature 
which we consider was a distinct 
credit to its sponsor.” 


Transcription of 
these programs 
are available for 
audition. Write 
for them. 
Talent cost: $150 for 


3 programs per week, 
on 26 week contract. 


Remember: Local flavor 
means local favor! 


In Baltimore, its 
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NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 
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NOW CONTROLS CORP.; OPEN FOR SPONSOR 
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Station Hush-Hush Faces Attack 





chiseling an impossibility. 

















Possibility that Media Records, backed by a group of advertising 
agencies desiring such service, may publish each morning the com- 
plete log of the previous day on all New York City stations, has 
brought up several challenging points. 
Secondly it is a frontal attack upon any 
station with a phobia for reticence about its commercial schedule. 

Radio stations in the main, and not limited to New York, have 
feared not only other radio stations but newspaper competitors for 
retail biz getting too clear a picture. 
usually knew more than the station could possibly reveal through 
the official log did not offset the faith in ostrich-like silence. 

Master log is kept by the chief engineer whose license could be 
summarily rescinded by the F, C. C, if not honestly kept, 


First of all it makes time- 


That the competitor’s salesmen 








Price War in Cereals, but Radio 


Not Particularly Afraid of Axe’ 


Ad agencies handling such ac- 
counts report that the current price 
war among the major cereal packers 
has not as yet affected advertising 
appropriations. Neither planned cam- 
paigns nor actual commitments, 
these agencies say, have been or- 
dered curtailed or canceled. Agen- 
cies quizzed were N. W. Ayer (Kel- 
logg’s), Young & Rubicam and Ben- 
ton & Bowles (General Foods) and 
Gardner Advertising Co. (Ralston). 

Kellogg is continuing to move 
Gene and Glenn around the country. 
Team’s next stand will be KFI, Los 
Angeles, with the schedule calling 
for a daily broadcast, except Satur- 
day and Sunday, during November 
and December. 








NORTHWEST MUTUAL 
TOPPERS POWWOW 


Seattle, Oct. 19. 

Louis Wasmer, sec, and treas. of 
new Northwest Mutual network, 
spent several days in Seattle with 
other officials of the company last 
week. He made his headquarters at 
KIO, Seattle outlet of the new net- 
work. 

Carl Haymond, pres. of the chain 
and owner of KMO, Tacoma, and 
KIT, Yakima, was also here in con- 
ference during which future com- 
mitments of business on the string 
in this section were gone into. 





| 
| 





| 


NO ‘JONES FAMILY’ DEAL 


N. W. Ayer Agency Denies Film 
Set-Up Is Under Consideration 








Fred Pflugfelder of the N. W. Ayer 
agency, New York, stated Tuesday 
that no Ayer client was currently 
interested in ‘The Jones Family,’ 
controlled by Fox-20th Century pic- 
tures, Such a deal was discussed a 
year ago but has not been revived. 

This refutes Hollywood report that 
the series was hot for transcontinen- 
talizing from the west coast. 


WJR SETS PROGRAM 
FOR FOOTBALL FOLLOW 


Detroit, Oct. 19. 
Station WJR has set one of several 





prospective shows to bolster Satur- 
day afternoons when pigskin airings 


are over. Tagged, ‘This Is My Story’ | 


conceived by Eric Howlett, WJR’s 


program director, series of half-hour 
sustainers will cover persons who’ve 
accomplished something unusual. 


Mike will be taken direct to homes. 
In event remote control airings isn’t 
possible, station will dispatch its 
mobile recording truck to wax the 
program, which’ll be broadcast later. 

First of these shows set is drama- 
tization of Sidney Corbett’s ‘Cruise 
of the Gull Flight’ by WJR’s Mum- 
mers. Opening and close of program 
will come from author’s bedside in 
Ford hospital here, where the ex- 
motor executive has been confined 
past two years. Dramatization of 
adventure story will take place in 
station’s studios, under Charles 
Penman. 





‘Learn Program Schedule by Heart’ 
Lasky Advice to Radio Set Dealers 


———————— ee 





San Francisco, Oct. 19. 


Believing that the selling of better 
radios will increase listening time of 
fans with a subsequent benefit to the 
broadcasters, 16 stations of the 
Northern California Broadcasting 
System are donating $18,009 in radio 
time in the interest of a radio-set 
selling campaign which is now un- 
| derway here. 

The Electrical Appliance Society 
| of Northern California, sponsors of 
the campaign, has _ appropriated 
$40,000- for space in over 200 news- 





with a 1938 High Fidelity Radio.’ 

Speaking before 300 radio dealers 
{of Oakland on the eve of their Oc- 
tober campaign to push high-fidelity 
radios, Philip G. Lasky, of KSFO, 
San Francisco, admonished the deal- 
ers to raise their sights and to sell 
better radios. 

‘Broadcasters have spent fortunes 
in the past year to improve their 
transmission and release programs 
of true high-fidelity nature,’ Lasky 
said. ‘Their investment and effort is 
worthless unless you sell radios fully 
capable of reproducing the frequency 
range and_ diistortionless _ signal. 
Better sets will not only mean 
pleased customers but more profit on 
your books. Cheap sets cannot keep 
up with the progress made in broad- 
casting.’ 

Illustrating the point with compa. - 


| 
| 
| 
| 





papers, 400 theatres, and on bill- 
boards. The slogan for the cam- | 
paign is ‘You're There in Person | 


| ative data, Lasky showed where the 
average old radio now in use, and 
those offered on bargain counters, 
have upwards to 100 times the dis- 
tortion of a modern transmitter 
which measures its harmonic distor- 
tion in the neighborhood of less than 
one half of one percent 
Continuing, Lasky 
| your resistances, 
| densers and tubes. 


said, ‘Forget 
loudspeakers, 
Sell symphonies 


cone 


| comedians and drama, Learn the 
station’s program schedules by heart 
size up your customer and sell him 





| the entertainment he best likes.’ 





HOCKEY PACKAGE IN 
DETROIT FOR $41,000 


WJBK, Detroit, has paid ‘about 
$10,000’ to the Detroit Red Wings, 
pro hockey team, for commercial 
broadcasting rights to all the home 
and road tilts skated this year. 
Schedule charts 24 Detroit games, 
and a like number on the road. 

Station is trying to sell games as 
a package for $41,000. That figure 
includes time for all the matches 
on station, services of Al Nagler, de- 
scriber, plus the wires used to pick 
up the out-of-town games. 





Den Thempson, Chicago NBC pro- 
ducer, doing fiction for Liberty. 
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CLO. Openly, AFL. Privately 


Behind Investigation Moves 





Washington, Oct. 19. 

Before appreciable results can be 
achieved in the Administration’s pro- 
jected purge, movement to blast} 
both the broadcasting industry and | 
the Federal Communications Com-| 
mission received another boost last 
week. 

Rock-throwing tactics were re- 
sumed in spectacular manner when 
the Committee for Industrial Organ- 
ization chieftains led by President’ 
John L. Lewis of the United Mine 
Workers adopted a_ resolution at 
their Atlantic City conference urging 
Congress to make a thorough probe 
of the radio situation. Did not| 
specifically back any of the mis- 
cellaneous inquiry measures pending 
in the House and Senate. 

The CIO action, which was pre-| 
faced by compaints about F.C.C.’s | 
‘star-chamber’ attitude and_ the) 
existence of a ‘powerful lobby,’ has | 
deep significance since it means that | 


| 


| 
both of the rival union groups, with | 
combined strength of about 7,000,000 | 
persons, are now working shoulder | 
to shoulder to upset present govern- 
ment policies and win more facilities | 


for labor. Previously American | 
Federation of Labor’ executives, | 
working obscurely in the _ back- 


ground, have been energetic in try- 
ing to get Congress to turn the heat 
on the Commish and the business. 

While- A.F. of L. spokesmen on 
various occasions have voiced dis- 
satisfaction with the way the F.C.C. 
operates, the C.I.O. resolution is the 
first formal action by any unionists 
to lift the lid on regulatory actions 
and the industry’s conduct. Federa- 
tion has been cautious, as a body, 
about making any declarations ex- 
cept in favor of giving WCFL, the 
Chicago union transmitter, a clear 
channel and more juice. 

eason for the Lewis group’s at- 
tack was not apparent. Resolution 
was presented without warning and 
passed without prolonged discussion 
at the Atlantic City pow-wow. Since 
none of the C.I.O. forces have any | 
direct interest in either existing sta-| 
tions or proposed transmitters, so far 
as is known, the demand for better | 
breaks for labor caused considerable | 
surprise, 

In strong condemnation of F.C.C. | 
policies, the laborites charged the | 
Commish has been willing  to| 
‘abrogate’ its own rules in favor of | 
big boys in the radio biz. | 

Pressure Diminishing? 


If the C.1.0. bosses carry out the 
implied instructions to work for an 





| sion of sign-off from midnight to 1 


investigation, the fumigation move- 
ment may not be easily checked this | 
winter. New Deal is hoping that| 
under Chairman Frank R. MeNinch | 
conditions at the F.C.C. will be im- | 
proved so much that the inquiry | 
pressure will diminish. But with) 
the Lewis crowd now on record as 
favoring a probe, the Congressional 
bloc wanting to scalp the industry 
has a strong ally, since the C.LO. 
can exert a great deal of influence 
in Capitol lobbies and committee- 
rooms. 

A.F. of L. never backed an inquiry 
move as an institution, although 
various members of the high com-| 
mand have been pulling legislative | 
wires. | 


EDUCATIONAL MEET; 
BELLOWS CHAIRMAN 


St. Paul, Oct. 19. | 


Henry A. Bellows, General Mills | 
exec and. former CBS vice prexy 
and member of the original Federal 
Radio Commission, opened KSTP’s 
first northwest educational broad- 
casting conference, which got under 
way Saturday (16), with an attend- 
ance of 300. Purpose of the huddle 
is to aid educational and civic 
groups in better program planning, 
to raise the level of free-time broad- 
casts. 

Bellows acted as general chairman 
of a discussion panel on ‘New Ob- 
jectives and Techniques in Educa- 
tional Broadcasting.’ Other gabbers 
included Judith Waller, educational 
director of NBC’s Central division: 
Dr. Malcolm MacLean, director of | 
University of Minnesota’s general 
college, and Guy Fraser Harrison, 
baton-waver for the Rochester Civic 
ork and guest conductor last season | 
of the Minneapolis Symph. 


WFIL’s 2 A.M. Sign-Off 
Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 
After week of experimental exten- 








a.m., WFIL has decided to make 
change permanent. Response so 
favorable to extra hour, Don Withy- 
comb, g.m. declared, that another 
hour will shortly be added, so sign- 
off won’t come until two. 

Extra hour being used for big- 
name dance orchs pumped by | 
Mutual. 














Eighty per cent of the 


accounts buying evening 


time on the Columbia Broadcasting System are 


scheduled over WHIO. 


cent were under contract 


this great network. 
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CBS Titles 
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sion and two other producers, Phil 
Cohan and George Zachary, are his 
assistants. Margaret Lewerth is also 
a writer and Max Wylie is continu- 
ity chief. Others are occasionally 
given producer status for particular 
specialties. 

A prequisite of all directors is that 
they be capable of script-doctoring. 
They need not be writers on their 
own, although they often are, but 
it is demanded that the director must 
be able to edit, correct, tie together 
and generally rearrange action and 
dialog. 

Directors now attached to the New 
York department include Nila Mack, 
Tevis Huhn, Irving Reis, Martin 
Gosch, Earl McGill, Bill Robson. 

Radio also borrows the film clas- 
sification of ‘assistant director.’ Du- 
ties are limited to stop-watch patrol- 
ling and routine matters. Where an 
advertising agency production ex- 
ecutive is in charge of a commercial 
the network customarily assigns an 
assistant director as service and liai- 
son representative. 

Columbia network program statis- 
tics cite the annual employment of 
actors, large and small, for around 
1,500 assignments. Leads get $30 for 
sustainers, $20 goes to non-leads, and 
extras get $10 per program. Extras 
provide the dramatic background 
crosstalk. One morning show, ‘Dear 
Columbia,’ which is unrehearsed, 
reading (of letters) pays $10 straight. 

Five of some 20 CBS sustainers 
now on the schedule for the new 
season are in the ‘not for sale’ class. 
They are Major Bowes’ Capitol Fam- 
ily, Columbia Workshop, School of 
the Air, Broadway Matinee and 
Brave New World. 

KNX, Hollywood, feeds in ‘Holly- 
wood Showcase. Other network 
sustaining efforts of the moment in- 
‘Sunday at Aunt Susan’s,’ 
Birthday Party,’ ‘Headlines 
‘Morning Almanac,’ 
‘Song Time,’ 


‘Your 
and Bylines,’ 
‘Children’s Corner,’ 


‘Your Teacher,’ ‘Tish,’ ‘Essays in 
Music,’ ‘Let’s Pretend’ and ‘Swing 
Session.’ 


Farming Out 


CBS has put into practice a policy 
designed to up the standard of the 
dramatic shows put on locally by its 
affiliated stations, by farming out 
talent from the ‘Columbia Work- 
shop’ to develop troupers on broad- 
casters in the sticks. The CBS offer 
is to send any of its affiliates an ex- 
perienced radio director from its 
own payroll, and have the specific 
station hire him to whip up an act- 
ing company for local ozoning. 

First affiliate to take advantage of 
the offer is WCAO, Baltimore, to 
which ‘Workshop’ has sent Sidney 
Paul to assemble and direct the first 
actual dramatic company the 15- 
year-old station has ever had. 

Paul, before coming to New York, 
lived in Baltimore, where he was 
active in little theatres. WCAO, in 
building up a dramatic group, is 
foing out to compete with WBAL, 
its Hearst-owned rival, which has 
been enlarging its scope in this field. 
Paul gets paid by WCAO. 


5 WSB Lads at Game 


Atlanta, Oct. 19. 
Coverage of Tech-Duke clash for 





plete. 


when grid season opens, handled 
running accoumt of clash in good 
style, while John Tillman miked the 
plugs at start, quarters, half and end 
of game. Commersh stuff was brief 
and snappy. 

Walter Paschall, WSB newscaster, 
was on hand to give scores of other 
games, while John M. Outler, pres 
station’s commercial mgr, was 
present to summarize and give Bart- 
lett a breather whenever teams tookx 
time out. 

Fifth voice heard during broadcast 
was that of Lambdin Kay, general 
mgr of station, who introed celebs 
gathered for game in field box of Dr. 
M. L. Brittain, prez of Tech. 

Atlantic Refining has time engaged 
for broadcast of all 


Saturday with Holy Cross. 





John Sherman, former northwest 


cal director for WTCN, Minneapolis- 
St. Paul newspaper-owned station, 





received notice last week of reap- 


gineering committee of the N.A.B. 











Atlantic Refining Co. over WSB Sat- | 
urday (16) was nothing if not com-' 
Station had five men on job. | 

Marcus Bartlett, station’s musical | 
director who turns football expert. 


Georgia U. | 
| games except one played in Boston 


inspector for F.C.C. and now techni- | 


pointment as member of the en- |§ 


' 
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Disbarment Trial of Smith-Segal 
Starts with Ouster of Payne 





WOR BOOSTS RATES 


First Since 1929 — Grossed $1,200,000 
So Far This Year 








WOR, New York, hikes its rate- 
card on Nov. 14, and moves nearer 
the charges made by its big net- 
work-feeding. rivals in the New York 
area. Bamberger-owned broadcaster 
tilts its one-hour night-time take to 
$1,100 from current $925 for a rise 
of approximately 19%; daytime lift 
is from $500 to $600 for a flat 20%. 
It’s the first day-time uppage at 
WOR since Aug., '29, and the first 
night-time soar since May, ’35, On 
Sundays the rate for an hour be- 
tween noon and 6 p.m. will be 
jumped from present $667 to $825. 

Only stations in the country with 
rates steeper than WOR’s are WABC 
($1,250 per hour, night), WLW, WJZ, 
WEAF ($1,200 each). 

WOR is enjoying its biggest gross 
year in history. First six months of 
1937 waved in a grab of $1,200,000. 
For same stretch in ’36, the gross 
was around $1,000,000. 


DUCAT SALE MELTING 
RADIO PROHIBITION 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 19. 


Football attendance has been so 
good with the University of. Ne- 
braska that the ban on broadcasting 
may be lifted completely before the 
current season is over. Only game 
still under taboo is the one with 
Kansas University (Nov. 6) but the 
advance sale is strong enough to 
make it a likely addition to the air- 
ing list. 

Nebraska shut down on the mike- 
sters when the grid business slumped 
badly in 1930. Bars were down un- 
til last season. Indications are that 
they will stay up what with the 
ticket sales boom experienced after 
Nebraska’s beating of Minnesota and 
the Grade A rating held by the local 
team. 











Spencer Heads Rep Firm 
Office; Mrs. Craig Active 


F. Edward Spencer, Jr., has as- 
sumed charge of the New York of- 
fice of the station rep firm, Craig 
& Hollingberry. Mrs. Jeanne Craig, 
widow of Norman Craig, who died 
last summer, has been bossing the 
N. Y. front since her husband’s 
death, and will remain with the firm 
as controlling stockholder. George P. 
ne handles the Chicago of- 

ce. 

Before joining the station rep out- 
fit last July as general manager, 
Spencer was in charge of spot sales 
at NBC. 





Frances Brewer to WJJD, Chicago, 
as assistant to Earl Withrow, con- 
tinuity editor, Miss Brewer, formerly 
of WCCO, Minneapolis. 


bs 


Washington, Oct. 19, 

Attorneys Paul Segal and George 
Smith threw George Henry Payne 
for a big loss today (Tuesday) as 
their trial for disbarment got under 
way. Raising the question of malice 
and prejudice the attorneys demand. 
ed that Commissioner Payne step out 
of the probe. They were sustained. 

Commission voted 5—0 that Payne 
should not sit in on the trial with 
Commissioner Walker refusing to 
vote and Payne himself also silent, 
Walker had previously been the dis- 
senter in a 5—1 vote on a question 
of jurisdiction also brought up. 

Promise to conduct vigorous 
search for the truth touching charges 
of grave character was made by 
Chairman Frank McNinch at outset 
of proceedings, which are expected 


to consume a week. Emphasizing 


not criminal case, Me- 
Ninch said commish will do utmost 
to reach just and righteous con- 
clusion. 


Efforts of respondents to wriggle 
out of charges without presenting 
testimony were blocked at outset 
when McNinch announced commish 
has overruled challenge of its juris- 
diction and has denied dismissal 
motion. Chairman declared there is 
no question of jurisdiction to insti- 
tute, hear, and determine soundness 
of accusations. 

Attack on Payne consumed entire 
morning session after commissioner 
declared there was no reason for 
voluntary withdrawal, and asserted 
his connection with proceedings 
were in line of official duty. Oral 
motion to disqualify Payne was re- 
jected by McNinch after Lawrence 
Koenigsberger, associate defense 
counsel, argued that commish mem- 
ber is incavable of rendering impar- 
tial decision because of personal 
animus. Emphasis placed on Payne’s 
libel suit against broadcasting mag- 
azine, for which Segal and Smith are 
attorneys. 

Commish witnesses include several 
Segal-Smith clients who are among 
disappointed applicants for broad- 
cast franchises. two radio lawyers 
and one former commish employee 
subpoenated to bulwark government 
charges. 


hearing is 





Milwaukee Pays Expenses 


For Chicagoan Interviews 
Chicago, Oct. 19. 


Ed Thompson, radio editor Mil- 
waukee Journal calling on Chicago 
NBC people regularly for appear- 
ances on his WTMJ gossip program. 
So far Parabdr Luddy, Bruce 
Cameron, Les Tremayne, Joe DuMond 
and Bill Thompson have been set. 

Milwaukee pays the expenses. 
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and his COTTON CLUB ORCHESTRA 
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( New Cotton Club Show 
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4. ¥. Herald-Tribune, Oct. 2 
way not only leads his excellent 
; he entertainment 


kes a hand int 
ntervals in at engaging manner. 
ith the Nicholas boys, sings with 
i the chorus and contrives 
Mae Johnson.” 

















«  _ , Callo 
band, but ta! 
at frequent ! 

He dances W 


Avis Andgews anc ' 
satirical mterludes with 


























ON CLUB SHOW TOPS 
ALL ITS PREVIOUS EFFORTS 


by LOUIS SOBOL, WN. Y. Journal-American 
» new suits, Cab 


“In addition to a half a dozer 
Calloway stunned the assembly when he appeared 
as a dusky Romeo in the lurid habiliments of the 
period glorified by Shakespeare and 

light colored Mae- 




























romantic 
moaned his lover's plea to the 
westish Mae Johnson. Calloway danced, clowned, 
_ changed suits as a con- 
dom which 







led his band, sang. . 
he rates the star 


vineing clincher that 
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CLUB REVIEW 


by DAN WALKER, WN. Y. Sunday News 


. Sun 
how, works hard, as 
triumph. 
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Calloway, the star ° 
d again scores 4 
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“Cab (Hi-De-Ho) Calloway is the star 
and, to my way of thinking, is still about 
a hundred miles ahead of his nearest 


imitator.” 
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THOUSANDS OF NEW STATIONS IN NEXT 
DECADE, BUT PLENTY OF EXPERIMENTING 








New Bands Would Make Present Sets Obsolete— 
Blueprint of Future Development Released by 
Federal Communications Commission 


Washington, Oct. 19. 
Broadening control to 10 
the portion of the ether previously 
subject to regulation, the Federal 
Communications Commission last 
week adopted orders opening up a} 
Multitude of additional channels for 
commercial and other types of broad- | 
casting and set aside space for future 
television operation. 
Effective next October, new regu- 
lations tentatively earmark for def- 
inite use every berth from 10 to 








BREAKING 
ALL RECORDS 
ON TOUR 


Oct. 30—Pacific Auto Show 


San Francisco, Cal. 
e . = 


Nov. 19—Drake Hotel 
Chicago, Ill. 


- J J 
Dec. 31—Coconut Grove 
Ambassador Hotel 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
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17 East 45th Street, New York 
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300,000 
times | literally thousands of new stations of 








THE KING'S JESTERS 


AND THEIR ORCHESTRA 
with MARJORIE WHITNEY 


BLUE FOUNTAIN ROOM 
HOTEL LASALLE, CHICAGO 


Pir.: Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc. 


kilocycles, afford room for 
lall sorts and relieving almost irre- 
| sistible pressure for accommodations 
jon the present 10 to 30,000 kc band. 
| Roughly less than one-third of the 
| spectrum is tagged positively, but 
the conditional allocations point the 
way to revolutionary changes fn the 
nation’s radio business. 


Scramble for frequencies fs not ex- 
pected to start for several months, 
although the commish reserves the 
right to make assignments of new 
berths prior to the Oct. 13, 1938, ef- 
fective date. Race cannot very well 
start until next spring, since the 
commish has allowed 90-day protest 
period for ticket holders who may 
be adversely affected and has not 
drafted detailed eligibility rules. 

Most important aspect of the action 
is decision to earmark in the vicinity 
of 200 more channels for broadcast- 
ing—commercial, educational, relay, 
pick-up, ete.—besides setting aside 
space for all other varieties of radio 
service. While final arrangement will 
depend upon considerable research 
and experimentation, engineers con- 
ceded this step is likely to result 
during the next decade in a complete 
overhauling of the present commer- 
cial set-up and potentially means ad- 
dition of several thousand additional 
transmitters. 


ture is expected to permit ‘restricted 
use’ of the ultra-high accommoda- 
tions. 

Besides broadening the amount of 
ether space which the government 
will police and which is available 
for exploitation, the Commish decree 
reshuffles some of the present as- 
signments and holds a hint that the 
entire commercial broadcasting in- 
dustry may move upstairs perma- 
nently. Era of so-called ‘high fidel- 
ity’ service is brought appreciably 
closer. 

While the Commish concededly 
has removed the brakes from tech- 
nical progress, there were few per- 
sons who believed any immediate 
shake-up is in prospect. The lack of 
thorough information about perform- 
ance characteristics of the ultra-high 
frequencies and the time needed to 
provide (i. e., sell) the public neces- 
sary receivers will slow down the 
rate at which any revolution will 
take place. Great amount of guinea- 
pigging must precede any widespread 
use of the added channels for com- 
mercial purposes. 

Following is a summary of the 
channels tagged for various uses: 

BROADCASTING 

Seventy-five frequencies, each 40 ke wide 
instead of 10 ke as at present, are desig- 
nated for aural use by commercial sta- 
tions, educators, and other groups. Twenty- 
four frequencies 140 ke wide are eare 


marked for experimentation along various 
sines, relay, pick-up, booster, etc, 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Six channels between 32,000 and 40,000 
and five channels between 132,000 and 
142,000 are reserved for any type of radio 
research, 


TELEVISION 


These frequencies are set aside for visual 





Highlights of the two orders are: 


1. Addition of 75 new frequencies, 
between 41,020 and 43,980 ke, for 
regular domestic broadcast opera- 
tions. 

2. Earmarking of 16 frequencies, 
between 30,820 and 29,820 kc, for re- 
lay stations, expected to allow every 
present broadcaster to obtain per- 
mits for two booster plants. 

3. Designation. of 19 frequencies, 
btween 44,000 and 50,000 kc and be- 
tween 156,000 and 294,000 kc, for 
television. 

4. Allocation of 96 other channels 
on conditional basis for broadcast 
operation. 

5. Reservation of space for special 
services, such as aviation, point-to- 
point radiotelephony, forestry, police, 
press, geophysical, motion picture, 
emergency, marine and general ex- 
| perimentation. 


| Education In 


Promising to give educators a 
‘crack at part of the new broadcast 
space, the commish warned that some 
departures from the tentative allo- 
cations are probable and also indi- 








cated that licenses for the added 





GUS VAN 


STAGE - SCREEN - RADIO 


Central Booking Office, Inc. 
54 W. Randolph St., Chicago, Tl. 





berths will be granted only on a 
temporary basis. Adoption of the 
orders was intended to provide a 
guide to the specific frequencies 
which may be used for given ser- 
vices, supplying both American and 
foreign interests with a chart by 
which to direct future development. 











Modifications of the rules in the fu- 
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By JANE WEST 
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LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST | 


NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 
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transmission, many of them in combina- 
tion with aural operation: 44,000 to 50,000: 
50,000 to 56,000; 66,000 to 72,000: 78,000 to 
84,000; 84,000 to 90,000: 96,000 to 102,000; 
102,000 to 108,000; 156,000 to 162,000: 162,- 
000 to 168,000; 180,000 to 185,000; 186,000 
to 192,000; 204,000 to 210,000; 210,000 to 
216,000: 234, 000 to 240,000: 240. 000 to 246,- 
000; 258,000 to 264,000: 264.000 to 270,000; 
282,000 to 288,000; and 288,000 to 294,000. 


RELAY 
31,620; 33,380: 


25,820; 27,020: 


30,820; 21,220; 


33.740; 365,- 
020; 25,620; 


27,340; 387,620; 


37,980; 39,260; 29,620; 39,820. 
MOTION PICTURE AND GEO- 
PHYSICAL 
30,620; 31,060; 33,540; and 35,540. 





307% OF SPONSOR COIN 
DEMANDED BY SCHOOL 








Indianapolis, Oct. 19. 

Indiana-Ilinois football fracas last 
Saturday (16) had both WIRE and 
WFBM airing the complete details 
from Bloomington (Ind.), 50 miles 
away. Both were sponsored airings, 
with WIRE plugging for Red Cab 
Company. of Indianapolis, and 
WFBM selling men’s hats for Harry 
Levinson, local hattery. Latter 
sponsor has also contracted for In- 
diana-Purdue game, a grudge affair 
annually, over WFBM in November; 
also from Bloomington. 

Both stations, as result of policy 
on part of Indiana University, had 
to fork over to college one-half 
(50%) of the gross amount collected 
from each of their respective spon- 
sors. Frank Elliott, press agent for 
the university, issued the 50% of the 
gross take ultimatum, far in advance 
of the football season, and stuck to 
his guns. 

On other hand, Purdue University 
at Lafayette (Ind.) first said okay to 
sustaining broadcasts of their home 
games, but wouldn’t consider spon- 
sors at any terms. 





Joe Villella Now Billed 
Under Own Name on KQV 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 

Dropped by one sponsor after four 
years and immediately snatched up 
by another, Joe Villella’s ‘Club Cel- 
ebrity’ on KQV has been forced to 
take on a new tag because old one 
was orginally copyrighted by Harris 
Department Store, Villella’s first 
commercial backer. It’s a_ break, 
however, since program is now 
bearing his own name, ‘Club Villel- 
la,” under aegis of new sponsor, S. H. 
DeRoy, jewelers. 

It’s a half-hour layout, with Vil- 
lella doing a spiel between band and 
specialty records a la night club 
floor show style, and hits the air 
poar week day. Oldest commercial 
program on the air locally, it was 

nlaced following abandonment by 
| Harris on a sustaining basis but had 
that status less than two weeks be- 
fore DeRoy outfit picked it up. 











Craven Report Due 





Final statement of views of 
government engineers on future 
allocation policies is on its way. 
Social and economic report dis- 
cussing super-power and clear 
channel issues, in preparation 
for nearly a year, goes to the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission in a short time. 

Document, which will sup- 
plement both the technical re- 
port released last spring and 
last week’s orders expanding 
control over the radio spectrum 
up to 300,000 kc, is in the 
mimeograph mill, Comdr. T. A. 
M, Craven, its author, expects 
to submit his advisory views 
early next month, possibly be- 
for leaving for Havana on 
Oct. 28. 


TWO-MAN RULE 
ASHCANNED BY 
M'NINCH 


Washington, Oct. 19. 


Abolishment of the broadcast, 
telegraph and telephone divisions of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission and dropping of three divi- 
sion directors, last week furnished 
the radio industry with Act II of the 
much-heralded Commish shake-up 
promised by Frank R. McNinch. 

Henceforward, McNinch announced. 
the seven Communications commis- 
sioners will be free to interest them- 
selves in broadcast affairs, and each 
will have a say in the handling of 
radio matters. Same rule will apply 
to telegraph and telephone cases. 

Decision to scuttle the divisions 
was unanimously supported by Com- 
mish members, who turned out in 
toto—with the exception of Com- 
missioner Brown of the Telephone 
Division, who was out of town—to 
lend atmosphere to the important 
announcement. All were agreed that 
the impending change, which takes 
effect Nov. 15, will oil the wheels for 
the functioning of all Commission 
business. 

Ousting of three division direc- 
tors was inevitable, McNinch ex- 
plained, the Commish having faced 
‘squarely and honestly the fact that 
the abolishing of the divisions would 
have the unavoidable consequence 
of abolishing the positions of direc- 
tor of the three divisions.’ 

Three Lose Jobs 

Individuals losing their $7,500 a 
year jobs have remained so com- 
pletely in the Commish background 
that officials were stumped for their 
names. Broadcast division director, 
John F. Killeen, was former political 
aide to Postmaster General Farley; 
A. G. Patterson, telephone division, 
is a relative of Associate Supreme 
Court Justice Black, and Robert T. 
Barkley of the telegraph division, is 
a nephew of Representative Sam 
Rayburn, House Majority Leader. 
Enforced bouncing was declared by 
MeNinch to be a ‘genuine cause of 
regret to the Commission, as the 
Commission spoke highly of the di- 
rectors and they are regarded as 
uniformly loyal, faithful and capable 
of performing their present duties.’ 

Mingling of all seven Commission- 
ers in matters affecting broadcast 
biz automatically will end all in- 
dustry hopes of counting on the sup- 
port of one or two members. Also 
gives Commissioner George Henry 
Payne an opportunity to devote his 
talents to a radio clean-up. Payne. 
in his post on the telegraph division, 
has had to be content with making 
speeches on the broadcast situation, 
or in taking an active part only 
when the full Commission meets on 
important cases. 

















Van Cronkhite’s Divisions 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

New policy of operation for Van 
Cronkhite Associates here will be 
that of an operating company with 
the six divisions to be run as holding 
companies. 

To this end, eight new offices and 
11 employees were added last week. 


FREE COLLEGE VIA 
WATL PLAY CONTEST 


Atlanta, Oct. 19. 


WATL is offering free college 
scholarships to the winners of a radio 
drama contest, based on the writing 
of an hour-long drama around a topic 
or personality in music, literature, 
science, history or home economics, 
Contest is open to seniors in high 
schools and accredited private sec. 
ondary schools in Atlanta, Fulton, 
Decatur and DeKalb counties. 

Two scripts will be eventually 
selected from the contributions sent 
in by each school and broadcast, 
Finalists, three boys, and three girls, 
will receive a total of $700 worth of 
scholarships, ranging from $200 to 
$50, with a special award of $50 each 
going to the school whose boy or girl 
wins first prize. 


KELA May Go Don Lee 


Seattle, Oct. 19. 

KELA, 500-watter which goes on 
the air Nov. 1 with studios on the 
main highway between Seattle and 
Portland, expects to tie up with 
the northwest unit of the Mutual- 
Don Lee Nework Station will be 
operated by J. Elroy McCaw. 

For preliminary exploitation; KELA 
has induced theatres in Centralia 
and Chehalis to run trailers about 
the newcomer to the Washington air 
contingent. Organ prescntations will 
later be picked up for broadcasting 
from these theatres. 
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—Radio Results— 
EVEREADY BATTERIES 
WRIGLEY GUM 
MAJESTIC RADIOS 
SHELL OIL 
FITCH SHAMPOO 
GILLETTE RAZORS 


Address: 4351 No. Pauline &. 
Chicago, Ill. 
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SUNDAYS, NBC Red, 5:30-6 P.M. 


e 
FRENCH CASINO 
NEW YORK 
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Brunswick Records 














IT’S FUNNY 


The Midget was the highest paid 
freak in the museum; still he 
was always short, 














It’s ORIGINAL, Too—And Plenty 
More on Hand 
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Address: Box 4, Variety, New York 
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Bridgeport Has . rome cow F.C.C. LOOKING INTO FINANCES; NIXES 
Carbon Copy Ot a, sn ct SHEPARD’S VAGUE ASSURAN CES: 


vantage of the listener confusion Petes tres 
ar or OW — it expects to result from the | E 

sudden switch of Columbia pro-| Kkxami alice to evect the suggested sta- 

athens ie Me. ner Cites Colonial Web Net Profit of Only | ten ele aes teen tebaee 


ning display ads in the local papers $2,647—Transamerican Request in Cleveland An- Lakes co lude 
. in evelan n- akes company’s resources include 
Bridgeport, Oct. 19. that day (10). Ad copy assured the q | $10,000 advanced by Transamerican 





























Radio number game, started a few | listeners that the CBS programs other Example of Fiscal Investigation |and a pledge to turn over whatever 
reek so at WTHT, Hartford FF hae € picked —~ through KVI, sntssnsiacecsiaale + | money is needed up to a $100,000 
weeks ago , y me | noting place on the dial, the net- | i llimit. Under an agreement between 
been adopted by WICC for weekly | work programs for the day and the | Washington, Oct. 19. Doubl Tough Transamerican and Warner Bros. 
series from New Haven studios start- | location of the station’s local studios. Close watch on the financial con- y the parent corporation was to sup- 
ing Oct. 25 under sponsorship of | KOL used a two-color job in the | dition of existing license-holders, as " ply the money, with the applicant 
Majestic laundry. | Seattle papers to call attention to its| well as the affairs of prospective " Washington, pote 19 company issuing preferred stock in 
Tagged ‘Ma-jic’ WICC version | "°¥ iliation with Mutual. broadeasters, is being maintained by|] onopolies is having consider. | {7° 


: , ene — the Federal Communications Com- 
parallels *‘K-Plan,’ underwritten at mission s C able effect, along with recent 


cool c dlggpdeean diegedagliecons Q k W f p li ! Ambition of John Shepard, fa- pore eagle a te-~ 0 Neem Richmond Competitive 
« ~ c m « Icio yf . y Wc. x ? 
Sl tee te calling | uaker ed $ olilics ther and son, to gain a second ch of radio by new: 


of numbers as in Bingo. WICC an- | Tae ae | Providence outlet, thus providing In obvious response to pro- Howard, Bichop Devote 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. | both Colonial and Yankee webs 














nouncement, however, says that | : : tests that it is undesirable to ¢ 
listeners will be supplied with cards | Quaker State Network, Pennsy| With Rhode Island stations, was allow certain individuals to sew More Time to } tation 
for checking off digits. | regional of which WFIL is key, turn- dampened for similar reasons. Colo- up particular radio fields, F.C.C. 

Expected that WICC, which spans | ing back to its original raison d’etre- nial is a stepfather of the Yankee examiners are becoming hard- —< ar 
Bridgeport and New Haven and wide | Political broadcasts. Entire web of , O'sanization and the Shepard fam- hearted toward applicants who ” . Ri chr mond b '. 19 
southern Connecticut area, will en-|17 stations wili be utilized tonight ily, of which John 3rd is spokes- already possess a license and With a third station (WRTD) al- 
counter more mechanical troubles | for 15 minutes by Governor Earle. |™#, 1s One of the more influential|} wants to grab off another trans- ready on the Richmond scene and 
than WTHT, a local 100-watter. Pennsy State Highway Safety pithy England menages, Berry would | mitter. This is particularly : ae phe pra Cr ag ary abe 
Phone subscribing participants must |Commish also employing network, oh a his dope sar yr nanisnag oe true in small-town situations atin Wiens Sidon: veeiige ; ; 
all be on dial phone (five-digit) | plus eight supplemental outlets for a0 new ae would have ample and goes double if the licensee yiveetoe Valter Bishop stom studio 
system. |2 a day spots over four week period. ye sacking. Sa ae me ee Sa er vay par a bes Lo ergo at 

eee oe ee a /Roger W. Clipp, of WFIL, is co- e pointed to failure of Shepard’s nu lic relations and contact matter 
witnesses to give specific facts about | Bishop with station since its begin- 


ordinator. : } 
‘ the amount of cash which has been | Berry pointed out that John Shep-| ning in 1925. 


Resourceful Applicant 
. Pp , - paid into Colonial and said an agree- | 84. Jr., is the principal figure in the} At same time Barron Howard, 
Tires of Bench-W arming | ‘GIRL FRIENDS’ AT WXYZ nent by which Yankee would pro-|>ackground of the New England | sales manager, becomes general busi- 








Indianapolis, Oct. 19. | D ‘t Oct. 19 | vide financial aid was not sufficient radio enterprise. He owns all of the/ ness manager and supervisor of all 
During Harry Bason’s temporary | etroit, ou oe. ;}proof of responsibility. Remarked | stock of Winterstreet Corp., a hold- | operating departments. 
leave of audition duties one day last|. Following, year’s absence, ‘Girl/ that the offer made by Yankee di-|!"8 Company, which is 100% owner| WMBG added man power with 


Friends’ blues trio returns to WXYZ) rectors in June had not been for-|f Yankee Network, Inc., and which | addition of W. J. Filer, active in local 


week, Medford Maxwell, traffic man- gy ; : : 
and Michigan web for series of pro-| mally ‘accepted, adding that the} !" turn owns, besides seven radio] merchandising circles, as manager 


ager of WIRE, handled a femme who 


wanted him to hear a dramatic show | grams. Olive Rya In, former member | proposition is not ‘self-executing.’ | Stations, the two department stores lof local sales. Courtney Quicke 
she had readied. Maxwell, also busy | of ‘Silhouettes’ trio at WJR, is the} Berry’s report revealed that Co- mn Boston and Providence, Yankee) busv at the publicity drums 
new third member of blues trio.| jonial Network over 5l1-week inter-| Network News Service, and, in the 





at moment, asked her to return later. | < : . WRTD’s most recent switch has 
She did; and WIRE guy still to busy | Stand-patters are Betty Stevenson val ended May 1 made a net profit long run, Colonial. Stock in Colo-| moved Bernard Dabney from pro- 
rag Mean : ~ |and Mary Noud. Trio set for thrice- ‘after allowing for taxes of only nial has been turned ov er to John | gram duties to publicitv chores. Con- 
Tah ies Gnaiine dimond wb dante — shot over WXYZ and state | $2,647. Net revenues were $115,322, ae Ill ~ eeers - She perd, | centrating on that, Station owned 
lial Uniithn: ah o tramaevintion net. with operating expenses of $112,296.| but Commish did not find out how! py Times-Dispatch sheet and has an 
hee a ~ : ra 2 ja. gas ’ Another WXYZ show, ‘Hour of| Yankee was shown to have current} ™uch they have. | NBC wire. 
kt hwo ts Pipa atin Peary Tl Dreams,’ sponsored by Chrysler Air-| assets of $234,949, plus other items, Proposed outlet for Great Lakes} WRNL, owned bv News-Leader 
she said. : ‘ ae ae, temp Corp., moves from the 10 p.m. | including a $100,000 figure for ‘good Broadcasting Corp. of Cleveland, in| daily, operating in Petersburg pres- 
2 | Monday spot to 6:30 p.m. Sundays,| will,’ which gave it aggregate re- which Transamerican holds majority | ently, but planning to originate pro- 
Investigation disclosed woman had | starting this week. George Morgan,| sources of $1,030,012. Capital and| interest,* also received a setback| grams in Richmond soon as local 
come back to WIRE around elev onl coneait baritone, and Marguerite| surplus account of the parent com-;} when Examiner Tyler Berry told| studios are completed, in November. 








o'clock night before, and planked Werner, organist, stay on show, with} pany contains $863,944. F.C.C. that he was dissatisfied with | Latest dope is that entire present 
down cash to engineer to transcribe | Al Chance providing poetical inter-| Reviewing the Shepard family’s; claims that the Warner Bros. sub-| Petersburg personnel will be re- 
her one-woman show. ludes. financial and _ business _interests,| sidiary will put up all the cash! tained. 


























“DAWN PATROL” 








WKRC broadcasts the only full hour morn- | 

ing commercial program in Cincinnati 

Cincinnati likes Dow’s Dawn Patrol And Dow’s 31 drug stores like the program 
4 to the extent of sponsoring it six times a week for a solid year, Under the light 
touch of WKRC’s Al Bland, the hour from 7:30 to 8:30 every weekday morning 


is as important (and as good!) as bacon and eggs to thousands of Cincinnatians., 
A recent Dow radio contest brought 10,000 customers into the stores, many of 


them making tivo trips on this one contest alone! The Dawn Patrol brings them in. é, 


WKRC carries more local advertising than any other Cincinnati station—in 


addition to the complete schedule of the Columbia Broadcasting System. 


WARC CINCINNATI, crest on your p1st—5000 Watts, Day; 
1000 Watts, Night. Owned and operated by CBS. Represented by Radio 


Sales: New York * Chicago + Detroit + Los Angeles + San Francisce 
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Ray Ventura, Parisian Maestro, 
Sees U.S. Orchestras Stopped; 
Not Going Ahead Musically 





+ 
By HOBE MORRISON 
Quality of band music in America 
As radio de- 
veloped from a funny little crackle- 


has ceased to improve. 


box with headphones into a gigantic 
entertainment industry, name bands 
made vast strides with it. As the en- 
larged scope of modern broadcasting 
required finer’ musicianship and 
higher standards, they imovroved 
their art and kept pace. But they 
have virtually stopped. Styles of 
playing vary, but the quality of 
playing is static. 

This is the opinion of Ray Ven- 
tura, French bandleader, who sailed 
for Paris last Friday (15) after his 
third visit to the United States. Dur- 
ing his 19 days in New York Ven- 
tura visited night clubs, theatres and 
ballrooms—wherever bands play. He 
heard every name outfit here at the 
* time and he formed a number of 
definite conclusions. 

In general, the Frenchman admires 
_U. S. dance music. No other nation) 
- can really compete with us, he con- 
cedes. Inevitably on an inspection 
trip of this kind, however, there 
were surprises—some pleasant, oth- 
' ers disappointing. He heard several | 
‘unknown’ bands that he thinks are 
splendid. Some other celebrated 
ones he found even better than he 
had anticipated. And a few, which 
“ he declined to name, he thinks are 
definitely of inferior quality. In 
- fact, he intimated, he doesn’t know 
how they get away with it. 

Ventura first came to America in 
1919. 

When he came back in 1930 the 
whole scene had changed—and band 
music with it. Big-time broadcast- 
ing, with its large budgets, elaborate | 
production, split-second program- 
ming and tremendously improved 
- standards had revolutionized music. 
Old-fashioned outfits, with their easy 
methods, carefree style, slipshod per- | 











| Looking Askance 





(Continued from page 1) 





Exhib claimed the idea might be 
built further by exhibiting names of 
winners and prografns, on which 
mistakes were found in a theatre 
lobby to bally forthcoming prize 
nicht. 

Yamaging comment regarding 





high-salaried players, which 


ASCAP Losses 


Estimated loss to ASCAP 
from adverse legislation in vari- 
ous states is covered in news 
story in VARIETY this week. 


ever, is annoying to trade ‘organiza- 
tion officials. A recent instance 
anent a femme siar’s reputation is 
cited for possible legal action except- 
ing that the screen player figured it 
would aid the radio commentator 














See radio section. more. through additional publicity | 
and would not help the film per- 
sonage. 

formances, were a thing of the past. Industry leaders too have a quaint 
So when he prepared to visit New | idea that those who comment on 


York again this time he looked for- | their business should know most of 
ward to seeing an even greater de- | iis ramifications. They point to the 
sree of »erfection in music general- | Duke of Windsor ‘world czar’ yarn 
ly and in the work of name bands in | broadeast on a network show last 
particular. In that, he says, he was Sunday (10) as typifying ‘careless, 
completely disappointed. | haphazard radio reporting.’ 

When Ventura gets back to Paris 
he will play a date on the RCA 


Magic Key program, broadcasting by | 
shortwave from his cafe, Chez Ven- 
tura, on the Champs Elysees. Be- 


sides the money the job will pay, it 





will prove valuable for ballyhoo 
purposes, since playing for a 
American broadcast is considered 
rare honor for a French band. 


oe 5 





Omaha, Oct. 19. 
Chermot ballroom will blossom 
out with floor shows as regular pol- 
| icy beginning Nov. 6. Shows will 
|comprise at least three acts to be 
| built and agented by Fredrich Bros. 
out of Kansas City. At outset units 

will be booked in twice monthly. 


Class D Spots Signed 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 
Continuing its drive to organize 
bands in every nitery in town, Toot- 
ers’ local here signed up two long-| Since its opening several years 
feuding spots on Monday. They are | ago Chermot has offered only danc- 
Yacht Club and Cadillac Tavern. ing and music as attractions. 





working five hours daily for $26 a 
week on 26-week contract. 


puts dance hall on basis with other 
nite spots, Peony Park, Music Box, 
Chez Paree, which have made pol- 
; icy of added name attractions. 
Millinder Changes Sides Manager Al Wolf, of Chermot, 
Lucky Millinder has wotind up his announced booking of unifs will be 
contract with Mills Artists and is| on circuit basis with 





; just joined Associated Radio| of dance palaces including Omaha. 
rol ant Sioux City, St. Joe, Sioux Falls and 


Band has a Boston date next week. | Des Moines. 





Carlos Molinas completed date at 





The Year's Most 


ROBBINS offers— 


| Chermot last Saturday (16) coming 
on from Hotel Stephens in Chicago. 

Jan Garber and crew come in for 
|date Saturday (23) direct from 
|Catalina Island. Garber comes in 
on flat guarantee and will sell to 
terpsers at $1.10 per head, ball- 


Important Music - 





room top. 





The Outstanding Production Score of the Decade 


and Most Played on the Air 


From ARTHUR SCHWARTZ’ and ALBERT STILLMAN’S 
Musieal Romance “VIRGINIA” 


YOU AND | KNOW 
AN OLD FLAME NEVER DIES 
GOOD-BYE JONAH 





MAREK WEBER SET 


European 





Maestro Into 
Chicago, for CRA 
Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Stevens hotel here has signed an 
exclusive band privilege deal with 
,CRA and will-open a new room in 
the hotel to house Marek Weber’s 
band, initial booking, set for Nov. 4. 
| Booking is the first for the recent- 
_ly arrived Austrian conductor. He 
| did one air shot for NBC about two 
weeks ago and was signed on 


Stevens, 





GORDON and REVEL’S Swelegant Score from Eddie Cantor's 


20th Century-Fox Proda:tion, “All Baba Goes te Town” 


I'VE GOT MY HEART SET ON YOU 
SWING IS HERE TO SWAY 


strength of radio work. 

Gives CRA work in Chi's four 
foremost inns, the Stevens, Bismarck, 
| Drake and LaSalle. All are not ex- 
clusive. 





| Bert Gervis has taken over duties 
, Of Leo Salkin, who resigned as Chi- 
'cago office manager of CRA _ last 
| week, 





LET’S GiVE LOVE 


Song Standouts by JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 
RKO-RADIO’S NEW FILM HIT 


From LILY PONS’ “Hitting A New High” 


THIS NEVER HAPPENED BEFORE 


P 

Gervis has been ‘with CRA for 
| about one year in the Dallas office. 
| Prior to that he was with the Pea- 
body hotel, Memphis, Tenn. 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 
Joe Hiller, with booking offices in 
Ceniury building, hes just been 
named exclusive representative for 
oll CRA attractions in this territory. 
ife’s been representing outfit unof- 

ficially for several months now. 
Hiller more than a year ago took 


ANOTHER CHANCE 





AGAIN BROWN and FREED SCORE! 
“Broadway Melody of 1938,” and These Hits: 


YOURS AND MINE 
I'M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION 


over azency of Mo Glanz upon lat- 
.er’s death and is associated with 
Sid Marks, who was also. with 
Glanz. 


Repeating Jan Garber 


Clear Lake, Ia., Oct. 19. 
Jan Garber, who set the season’s 





799 Seventh Avenue 





ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


ager Carl Fox. 


for the nite of Oct. 26. 
_ He outgrossed Benny Goodman by 
/$600 at the Surf. 


New York 








often | 
comes close to slander or libel, how- | 


New | 
Both are in class D, musickers| policy marks reversal of form and | 


shows as-| 
| being handled by Lou Straus, who | sembled especially for Archer chain | 


high gross with a $2,000 take at the | 
Surf ballroom, has been booked for | 
a return trek to the Surf by Man- | 
Garber is skedded 


—_— 
———= 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Gustav Schirmer explains that he had no intention of setting up a 
permanent pop adjunct to his standard business. He brought in 
| Solly Gohn, said Schirmer, just to exploit the scores of a couple pictures, 
‘Firefly’ (Metro) and ‘Something to Sing About’ (FN). He had always 
owned the rights to ‘Firefly,’ while the score of ‘Something’ was acquired 
through a personal friendship with Victor Schertzinger, the filmusical’s 
producer. Cohn was formerly professional mgr. of Leo Feist, Inc. 





Amidst the Freddie (Schnickelfritz) Fisher publicity. which catapulted 
that Minneapolis band jnto national attention, it’s not been disclosed that 
Jack Kapp, Decca president, who first brought out Fisher on the wax, 
marketed ‘Tiger Rag,’ the band’s first recording. It was so corney that 
Kapp thought that the boys were playing it with tongue-in-cheek, but he 
saw in it the same corn appeal which made ‘Sugar Blues’ (Clyde McCoy’s 
recording), with its old-school, wah-wah trumpeting, so big a seller. 


-Title page of ‘Joe. the Bomber,’ Mills Music, Inc., publication doesn’t 
carry the picture of Joe Louis because the heavyweight champ’s managers 
refused consent unless there was a royalty and a guarantee. Number had 
originally been recorded by an Irving Mills swing unit. Idea of publish- 
ing came later. Irving Mills takes writer credit with Henry Nemo. 





Louis Bernstein, of Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., paid Peter Maurice, London 
publisher, a guarantee of $10.000 for the American rights to all music pub- 
lished by the latter firm. Contract becomes effective Oct. 30 and runs for 
two years. Maurice has under contract such writers as Eddie Carr, W. C. 
Pola, Jimmy Kennedy and Dr. Will Grocz (Hugh Williams). 





Following the publication in Variety of Music Corp. of America’s annual 
handling of $20,000,000 worth of business, two banking houses got in touch 
with President J. C. Stein to see if they could float an issue for MCA. 

Stein told both the banking houses, Kidder, Peabody and Lawrence 
Stern & Co., that he wasn’t interested. 


‘Fooled,’ a new tune by Ruth Lyons, WKRC, Cincinnati, program di- 
rector, is heading for publication. She wrote the first torch number 
sung publicly by Libby Holman; back in the days when they were ¢lass- 
mates at the University of Cincinnati, 


| Best selling vocal recording in years is Bing Crosby's ‘Sweet Leilani’ 
| (Decca) which has gone 125,000 platters. 





|CRAWFORD CONKED BY STEW 


Lincoln, Oct. 19: 

Jack Crawford, dance leader, 
said here he had narrowly missed 
| serious injury while going to his 
| car during intermission at the 
to settle matters basing the demand Froghop, St. Joseph, Mo. 
on premise he was handed contract| Inebriate attacked him with a 
for five years at $500,000 yearly to! gun and conked him over the right 
function. as an advisor to Clarke, at| ear, then scrammed. 
the time latter bought out his hold- 
ings. Payments ceased when Fox) 

ecame legally entangled and he fig- 
ures any settlement should allow for 
monies due on that contract. 
| Understood Fox has a new provo- 
|sal to Schenck which may start Fox 
| with a clean slate. 
Change in attitude toward Fox by 
| A. .P. Giannini may also result in 
claims against the one-time film 
| power being withdrawn, arising | 
| from difficulties with the Capital Co. | 
| of California, which built and leased | 
| the Fox theatre, Frisco, to him. Com- | 
| pany owned by Bank of America has | 
shown no disposition to effect a set- | 
tlement of their claim. 

Fox is cheerful over the antici- 
pated outcome of his bankruptcy pe- 
tion in the New Jersey federal court, 
filed last year, listing $1,590,000 as- 
sets against $9,500,000 liabilities. De- 
| cision is exnected to be handed down 
| this week by Judge John Boyd, on 
, opposition to discharge entered by 

creditors which includes U. S. Inter- 
nal Revenue Dept. 

Fox feels if he’s successful in hav- 
jing 20th Century drop its suits he 
| would have sufficient incentive and 
‘canital to return to pictures. 

He recently obtained world rights | Two Songlorious Hits 
to Chemicolor and is eager to start | from GB's “GANGWAY” 


|marketing the tint process. He also | i 
| holds many patent rights in the film | Lord and Lady Whoozis 
Moon or No Moon 


| biz and has told friends he would | 
like to get back into Sroduction and 

I'm Just a Country Boy 
at Heart 


| Fox’s Comeback 





(Continued from page 1) 














Season’s Loveliest Melody 


MOON AT SEA 


Eng'and’s New Ballad Hit 


THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
OF MY LIFE 





Tune-terrific! Melodynamic! 


Score of the New 
COTTON CLUB PARADE! 


She’s Tall! She’s Tan! 
She's Terrific! 


I'm Always in The Mood 
For You 


Harlem Bolero 














Dreams for Sale 














jdistribution. Intimates say he has | 
| plenty of backing available once he 
; gets out in clear. 


| 





He's a Gypsy from 
Poughkeepsie 






Blackwell to Hull, Quebec 
Freddy Blackwell orchestra, after 
|a year at the General Brock Hotel, | — 

Niagara Falls, Can., shifted to the’ { Mus Music, Ine. 
Fairmont Golf and Couniry Club, | ROO, in em) e © 
| Hull; Quebec. 














A New Universal Smash Music Film 
“MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,” produced by BUDDY DeSYLVA 
with this top score by JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 


YOU’RE MY DISH 
MORE FOWER TO YOU 
I’M IN MY GLORY 


A NEW HIT ON THE HORIZON 


ONCE IN A WHILE 


By BUD GREEN anil MICHAEL EDWARDS 


MILLER AAusic., Inc. 


1270 SIXTH AVENU 





NEW YORK 
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Film Studios Lax on Reports 


Fail to Cooperate with M.P.P.A. Fully—Harry Fox 
Writes ne Letter 


Motion picture producers were 


asked last week by Harry Fox, gen. 


mgr. of the Music Publishets Protec- 
tive Association, to show more co-! 
operation in furnishing him with cue) 
sheets as soon as ine films are ready 

This info, Fox urged in 
letter, was necessary for 
the picture company’s protection as 
well as M.P.P.A. 

Fox wrote that the 
laxity in informing of 


for release. 
a circular 


producers’ 


the copy- 


righted music used in their film was 
getting too embarrassing for his of- 
fice. Music publishers find a com- 
position or more belonging to them 


in a picture while attending a local 
theatre and the next day inquire of 
Fox as to what happened to the sync 
licenses. A check of the MPPA’s 
files discloses nothing but that quo- 
tations had been given the producer 
on the compositions involved. 

By failing to obtain the required 
licenses before release the producer, 
points out Fox, is taking a c 
on having to pay more than the 
inally quoted. 


' 
nance 
price 
ori 


ASCAP PROPAGANDA 
IS LUNCHEON THEME 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers holds _ its 
semi-annual membership meeting at 
the Astor hotel next Thursday (28). 

This time it will be a luncheon and 
the palaver will have to do with the 
propaganda activities of the Society’s 
administrative committee. 











Herb Lutz Back in Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 19. 
Herb Lutz comes back to town 
after a long stay on the Coast to be- 
come Chicago and midwest repre- 


. 





‘Hisses’ Goes to Feist 





Feist will publish the ‘Love and 
| Hisses’ (20th). score by Gordon and 
| Revel even though Robbins Music 
Corp. has 20th exclusivity. Last 
Gordon-Revel score, ‘You Can’t Have 
Everything, was shifted by Robbins 
into. the affiliated Miller catalog 

Mack Gordon had insisted on the 
Robbins imprint for value, but now 
Gordon favors the Feist firm All 
three music pul are affiliated, of 

urse 

Gordon and Harr Revel are ex- 
tending their New York stay an- 
other coupla weeks. 


PUB-WRITER 


| cription 


PEACE NEAR 


Counsel for the publishers and the 


Songwriters’ Protective Association 
have got together on the terms of a 
new uniform contract and all that 
remains to complete the re-estab- 
lishment of friendly relations be- 
tween fhese two factions is formal | 
approval of the agreement by the 
SPA’s membership. This will be| 
done at a meeting which Irving | 
Caesar, SPA prez, proposes to call 
within the next week. 


Contract gives the writers 50% of 
the net receipts obtained by the 
publishers from the sale of trans- 
and synchronization rights. | 


| Also the privilege of retainin ga per-| 


sentative for the Donaldson, Douglas | 


& Gumble music firm. 
Replaces Chick Castle, 


signs. 


who re- 





ANNOUNCING 
A NEW BALLAD 


“THERE'S MUSIC 
IN MY HEART, 
CHERIE”’ 


By the Ace Writers 
JOSEPH McCARTHY 
and 
JAMES HANLEY 


Destined for Peak 
Popularity! 


SAM. FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILDING RADIO CITY 








A Popular Favorite! 


“WHY TALK 
ABOUT LOVE?” 


The Hit of 20th Century- 
Fox's “Life Begins in Col- 
lege.” 

. e 

Just Out! 
“SOUNDS IN THE NIGHT" 








am “ON THE SILVER SANDS 
: AT WAIKIKI” 

8 Abner Silver and Dorothy 
am Gulman Hits from “Holly- 
Lz wood aomnaeiees = 1938.”" 

9) 


os ~ 
ric DLLYWOOD SON GS™ 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Gen. Mar. 











| representing 


| same film, 
| cleffed ‘Quainty, Dainty Me,’ 
|sung by Fanny Brice. 


manent rep to check the statements 
issued by pubs to writers on the in- 
come from such rights. This 


salary 


ical rights bureau of the Music Pub- | 


Protective Association. 
agreement 
SPA after 
and under contracts made after 
same date. Drafting of the agree- 
ment was done by A. H. Wattenberg, 
the publishers, 
the SPA’s counsel. 


lishers* 
New 
placed by 


June 1, 1937, 


John Shulman, 


Musie Notes 


Gus Kahn, lyricist, and Kaper and 
| Jurmann, cleffers, have turned in 
|four ditties to be warbled in 





| Metro's ‘Everybody Sing.’ They are 


Mendelssohn,’ ‘The 
| One I Love,” ‘Melody Farm’ and 
| “The Show Must Go On.’ For the 
Kalmar and Ruby have 
to be 


‘Swing, Mr. 





Robert Emmet Dolan is making 


| the arrangements for the five tunes 
| in ‘Hooray For 
| show which the former is also con- 


What,’ the Ed Wynn 


| Abner Silver-Dorothy Gulman score 


for ‘Hollywood Hilarities of 1938,’ 
which includes songs ‘Sounds in the | 
Night’ and ‘On the Silver Sands at 
Waikiki.’ 

Jack Robbins, whose Robbins Mu- 
sic Corp. controls Feist, Miller, etc., 
heads for the Coast Oct. 31 in com- 
pany with Jack Kapp, prez of Decca 
Records. 


Lee Robin and Kalph Rainger are 





doing tunes for Paramount's ‘The | 
Yellow Nightingale.’ 

Hal Kemp goes into ‘Radio City } 
Revels’ for RKO when that film 
starts shooting 


next month. 


Max Sterner is scoring ‘Tovarich’ 
for Warners. 


and |} 


affects the works | 


| 
| tion of 


“Most siandate on Air 


Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 


through Saturday (Oct. 10-16). 

*That Old Feeling 
(Feist) 

*Blossoms on Broadway 
(Famous) 

*Have You Any Castles, Baby? 
(Harms) 

*Whispers in the Dark 
(Famous) 

Can’t Stop Me from Dreaming 
(Remick) 

*Moon Got in My 


t) 
So Many Memories 


Eyes 


Afraid * Dream 
If It’s the Last Thing I Do 
Vie ni V teni v 
*Roses in ; Seecesher 
My Cabin of Dreams 

(Ber " 
aaa an I Know 
bins) 


‘Remember Me? 


Marker Lights 
(Marlo) 
*Can I Ferget You? 
(Chappell) 
*One Rose Left in My Heart 
*Farewell, My Love 
(Hart ) 
*Once in a While 
(Miller) 
*Ebbtide 
(Popular) 
tGeedbye, Jonah 
(Robbi ) 


ee With the Wind 


Gettin’ Some Fun Out of Life 
tAn Old Flame Never Dies 
*T Still Love to Kiss 
So Race. 
. tadhenses filmusical song. 
{j Production Number. 


You 





EE 








'REACHI SETS UP SHOP 


| FOR MEXICAN ASCAP | 


rep | 
will be attached to the SPA, but his | 
will be paid by the mechan- | 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


|} Manuel Reachi, currently 
to Arthur Hornblow, Jr., Paramount 
producer, as_ technical 
‘Ensenada,’ is forming an 
Mexican 


| 


organiza- 
songwriters that 


| will function similarly to the Ameri- 


can Society of Composers, 


| and Publishers: 


Reachi is general representative 
of the Association of Mexican Au- 
thors and Publishers, having charge 
of all territory west of Chicago. 

He is a brother of Ramon (Reachi) 
and Renita, ballroom dancers. 


Harry Moss Adds 4 


Jack Gilette, Buddy Lee, Lou 
Strauss and Erma Pegram have 
joined Associated Radio Artists of- 
fice of Harry Moss. 

Gillette takes road selling, Lee is 
club booker, Strauss handling pub- 
licity and sales promotion, and Miss 
Pegram opens a southern branch of- 











| ducting. 
Chappell Co. will publish the 
score. 
Hellywood Songs, Inc., publishing 


fice in Charlotte, S. C., next week. 


Buddy Morris Due West 


Buddy Morris is to the 
| Coast Nov. 1 to sit in on Warner 
Bros. filmusicals in connection with 
ithe WB music publishing interests 

Jack Kapp, Decca prez, recently 
back from Hollywood, may accomp 
Morris again for three weeks of in- 
tensive recording. 





going 


Creative Trio Returns 
Al Goodhart, of the writing team 
of Lerner, 
sails from England Friday (22).) 
| Sammy Lerner and Al Hoffman got | 





in with their wives yesterday (Tues- 
day). 

| Trio had been on the other side 
| during the past year writing for pic- 
tures and stage musicals 

| Cab Calloway orchestra holds 
over at the Cotton Club, N. Y. until 
January 1. He passes up a dance 


tour into the sticks to remain. 


assistant | 


adviser on | 


Authors 


Hoffman and Goodhart, | 


Operetta Copyright Ownirs Insisting 
~ On Publication of Film interpolations 


VARIETY 














+ $$$ _____—____ 
Louis Dreyfus i in N. Y. With RKO filming ‘Irene,’ yester- 
| 
year Broadway musical comedy by 
fa tee. ret tes Harry Tierney :; > CC; 
Louis Dreyfus, who heads _ the larry Tierney and Joe McCarthy, 
| eae ¢ wii ‘ * . 
| British and Continental branch of the studio and Feist encountered a 
; the Brothers Dreyfus publishing in-| bit of an argument when latter 
terests, Is currently in New York on) jncisted that interpolations of new 
one of his periodic visits. ‘ a ; 
: : ileris b dt ished by rel 
He will likely remain from six to " : = , ’ Feist 
eight weeks this time spied RKO had other lea Feist 
of course, already own the r 
copyright to the original ’ 
{" This trend of giving the copyrig 
q A F wner of ¢ ¥ 
eretta p | 
ji t} + . \ 
{ € uc! 


UP, POINTS OFF 


While 


the American Society of 


Composers, Authors and Publishers 
distributed $64,000 more this past 
quarter than it did for the third 
| quarter of 1936, the value per avail- 


ability point for publishers was le 
Melon for the third 
was $984,000, while for the sar 
period of 1956 { 
$943,000. 
Comparative 


quarter of 1937 


amounted to 


value of each avail- 


ability point follows: 
Period. 1937. 1936. 
Ist quarter.. $20.18 $18.57 
2d quarter... 19.19 24.56 
3d quarter. 16.69 19.53 
4th quarter 18.34 


JAM SESSION WITH ZITHERS 


Formed—Old One Col- 


Trade Assn. 

lapsed in 1930 
piicetore 
| Philadelphia, Oct. 19 
| Leonard Zapf, Sr., of Philly, was 
| elected prez of the National Con- 
| gress of Zither Players at its first | 
convention in Rochester, N. Y., Sun- 


| day (17). Some 50 men and women, 
| attending congress in German House, 
| pledged devotion to the promotion 
of zither music in America 

Following the biz meeting, musi- 
cians gathered for a jam session with 
zithers. Concert directed by Hubert 
Stiens, of Rochester. 

Many impassioned pleas in behalf 
of the ancient 36-string instrument 
were made. Dr. Theodore A. 


Leh- | 


mann, of Astoria, L. I., suggested re- 
| vival of the United Zither Players 
| Association of America, which has | 
| been dead since a convention in | 


| Philly in 1930. 





Join Republic Pix 


Peter Tinturin and Jack Lawrence, 
songwriters, left for Hollywood Oct. 
18 on a two-picture deal for Re- 
public. 

Pair were turned over to Rep by 
George Joy, who has them under 
contract for work on ‘Mavourneen’ 
and ‘Hit Parade of 1938.’ 


| Henri 
Ea officers. 


Schirme and Witmarks particular- 


ly Many old operettas that Metro 
has produced and plans producing 
ire from past Friml and Herbert 


works, owned by 
Witmark, 


Schirmer and 
so that even though Metro 


and Robbins-Feist have a tie-in, the 
latter firms must sidestep in favor 
of the original copyright owners 


H’ WOOD MUSIC MEN 
FETEING BREGMAN 


Hollywood, Oct. 19 
On his first day here, Jack Breg- 
man, new Feist music head, con- 
fabbed with wriiers at Metro. Comes 
from N. Y. office. 
He gets a testimonial dinner from 


studio writers at swank Victor Hugo 
eatery in Beverly Hills, Oct. 21. 
Ben Bernie will m.c. Irving Berlin 
sounded the welcome. 


ASCAP Buttons Out 


Lapel buttons bearing the insignia 
of the American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers have 
| been distributed among the publish- 
| ing firm and writer members. Stunt 
is part of the Society’s campaign to 
make the public ASCAP conscious. 

Publishers’ contact men are wear- 
buttons during their rounds of 
studios, hotel dining rooms and 


| ing 
the 
night clubs. 


Gerald Griffin Renamed 


Songwriters’ Guild of America, 
Inc., held annual elections last week, 
re-electing Gerald Griffin presi- 
dent. Guild also moved its club 
headquarters to the Bryant hotel. 

Others in are Alfred J. Neiberg, 
Lou Handman, Walter Kent, F. 
Klickman and Al Lewis as 
Michael H. Cleary, 
Billy Hueston, Walter Hirsch, Her- 
man Pincus, Harry Stride, John 
Redmond, Jerry Levinson, Dick San- 
ford, Abner Silver and Lee David 
| also in official spots. 








RUDOLF FRIML 
Has scored again with two new melodies 


| WANT THE WORLD” 
TO KNOW 


Ballad Fox Trot 
Lyric by Gue Kahn 


Sung by Nino Martini in the R-K-O Picture, 
ome 7D For Madame” 


THE DONKEY 


| SERENADE 


Novelty Fox Trot 


From the M-G-M Production 
“The Firefly” 


Dance arrangements by Jack Mason 


G. SCHIRMER, INC., 3 East 43rd Street, 
SOLLY COHN, Mgr. 





New York City 
Prof. Dept. 





IRVING BERLIN, INC. 


Just Released — GRACE MOORE'S GREATEST SONG 


L TAKE ROMANCE 


OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, Iti, 


© 799 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


and BEN OAKLAND — From the COLUMBIA PICTURE, “I'LL 
® HARRY LINK, Gen. 





TAKE ROMANCE , 


Prof. Mer. 
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MUSIC—DANCE TOURS Wednesday, October .20, 1937 
rarer erage eer rners ene reeenencheeeteteeeetennenennenteneeneeeeeeenssnneesstengeatecesioes ——- -_ —- —__—— oa 
rving Mulls aking H is Bands | 
| Harry Walton, Pittsburgh pianist, st éé x st é ers 
é has been taken on by Dick Stabile 
ac. rom ecor uiure at Italian Terrace of William Penn 
, 3 ® | hotel. He succeeds Chauncey Gray, 
eo ei who quit to go with Ernie Holst out- Harbor Lights ......... Lua caddgheaeceCcs seks hcateis Mee 
fit at El Morocco in New York. *One Bose. Lattin Big TEOOtts 6c cces ckcccviicwncese ... Shapiro 
Irving Mills declared yesterday , orchestras when it came to theatre PE Ce FP OOIIEE bk 020s 6404060 adeeb co core aeeee .--Feist 
(Tuesday) on his return from the!and recording dates. Lee Allen from Southern Tavern ow OE Pree rr reer rt Trey ++. Select 
Coast that he will not renew his Mills aiso stated that a new align-| in Cleveland, into Willows, Pitts- *Have You Any Castles Baby?.......ccccccccccs - «eee Harms 
booking alliance with Consolidated | ment is being worked out with re-| burgh, replacing Marvin Frederick WEP COR OE ROU | s Suc aaah cc ck dae scesiens Ceaen .. Berlin 
Radio Artists, Inc., when the present | gard to his record labels, Master and | band. SRomember MEO? uc vesccsicceieccccicscecntes -+eee Witmark 
agreement expires Dec. 31, 1937. It} Variety, which he directs for tne Rae, Bh ROONEY Ca cs pach se ba casey cee aces en ccs -+ee Berlin 
is Mills’ intention to have his own | American Record Co., but that the Don Bestor plays return engage-| vou Can't Stop Me From Dreaming............0. ... Remick 
artists’ agency resume all handling details of the changes were subject | ment at New- Penn, Pittsburgh, for | a nispers in the Dark bess ae ccdd wales $0 665k aA CoM SOO Famous 
of his bands, which incluc® Cab Cal- to further conferences. |'two weeks beginning Friday (22). | Can I Forget You seme meee enn eet enrereeeeseseces Chappell 
loway, Duke Ellington, Ina Ray Hut- He has not used the Master for| fast there only couple of months| tYou and I Know. eee een Cees TEXTES PPC TT eC ee eT Robbins 
ton, Raymond Scott and Hudson-De-|some weeks. He distribs through ago. CRA handled. LS) Se Pee OS ved c wae i bees ted Ob ee bee deans Santly-Joy 
Lange. Mills’ plans also call for the | American. ; Ua TRIE 8s a. 2. x drag lall'c 'b Wk. hie dee @.aleus ns AE Shapiro 
opening of : ffice in Hollyw OD sidcdedrclpeaiata hs WACe aeRO ola We A ee ne ee ais ins 
ae ge Aygo dog og fy oe | Hod Williams, with Dorothy Goft,|| 5° Rare cake dabvlgh novhine 
coum wiklaie thesis Cabeieiimidilt Ken Harris to Santa Fe | opened two-week date Saturday (16) | in Indicates filmusical song. + Indicates stage production song. The 
i ° i c f ‘ Ue 3 | _ sf , 90DS. 
with the advent of the deal last Jan-| Ken Harris orchestra opens an en- at Atlanta Ansley Hotel s Raths- | eee Cae? 
uary, gagement at the Sunset Inn, Santa, Keller. They replace Gus Laeere's | 
: Fe, next week for Frederick Bros. | band. Aula 
Under the agreement with Consol- : | 3 smenenisuen 
idated the latter did the one-nighter, | Music Corp. of Kansas City. | Sin atbiets exebuddek ani dibs’ RCA ‘ Vi Sh : —— 
radio and hotel bookings for Mills| It's the first date for the band pleas . ‘ 8 VISIO OW |: 
bands, while Mills Artists, Inc., rep-| under the Fredericks, with whom it| pre . caeae - = -_ mt ers li GORDON and REVEL 
resented all Consolidated acts and|has recently been aligned. a ee aS. ae ee ee : |; CLICK AGAIN WITH 
(Continued from page 1) |; , ; 
| Nick Stuart band opens the Silver r aan Sansemenet secre for 
ic r k liv Peet Darryl! Zanuck 20th Cen- 
Grade, Cosmopolitan hotel, Denver, | faint, eye-repellant, and flicker-rid- li tury-Fox production: 
for the season. den. There did seem to be some}: 
e dine { Pee oar ae “You Can’t Have Every- 
Yr S ont ‘ Will McC , , +t | discernible advantage of newsreel |: thing” 
i MeCune orchestra ,egan IWS; . + aie 2 ‘ : 
p ese meee |. a ee second season Oct. 15 in Hotel Bos-| film over staged television Srom ° : 
— —- sert, Brooklyn, N. Y. studio. But neither was exciting. |: 





The Country’s No. 1 Hit 


THAT OLD FEELING 


By LEW BROWN ard SAMMY FAIN 


LOVELY ONE 


By FRANK LOESSER and MANNING SHERWIN 
Both from WALTER WANGER'’S ‘“‘VOGUES OF 1938” 
ee 


Two Top Songs from Walter Wanger’s “52nd Street” 


| STILL LOVE TO KISS YOU 
GOODNIGHT 


I'D LIKE TO SEE SAMOA OF 
SAMOA 


By WALTER BULLOCK and HAROLD SPINA 


MAKE A WISH 


By LOUIS ALTER, PAUL WEBSTER and OSCAR STRAUS 


From RKO Picture, “MAKE A WISH” 


llietnsine «satel 











Wayne King’s Sensational Novelty 


JOSEPHINE 


By GUS KAHN, WAYNE KING and BURKE BIVENS 





tenis nee 
AND REMEMBER 


“You Can’t Go Wrong with a Feist Song” 


LEO FEIST, Inc. 


CHESTER COHN, General Professional Manager - 
1629 BROADWAY NEW YORK 

















Southern Gentlemen 
Deshler-Wallick hotel, 
O., indefinitely. 


staying at 
Columbus, 


niters in south for Harry Moss be- 
fore returning to his location labors 
at Seven Gables Inn, Milford, Conn. 





| Starts Nov. 1 and then returns 
home. 
| Lucky Millinder into Roseland 


| ballroom, Brooklyn, N. Y., Oct. 28, 


|for two weeks. 





Cleo Brown, new CRA band, 





auto show, Nov. 6 to 11. 





Lang Thompson band 


| until 
| newal. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


November on contract 





Charles Costello’s Cocktailers open 
at Club Petite, Schenectady, N. Y., 
| Oct. 23 after closing at French Ca- 
| sino, N. Y.; Biltmore Boys into Rice 
| hotel, Houston, Tex., Oct. 22. 





Alice King has 
Heidt’s vocalist. 


quit as Horace 





Jimmy 


| ton Club, Culver City, Calif. 





|ronto last weck. 





| Jack Skelly, organist, 
| winter engagement. at 
| Casino, Rye, N. Y., Oct, 28. 





| 


| Nov. 


| 8 at the Village Barn, 


bands. 





Sammy 








'Cedar Grove, N. J., 


Bob Sylvester plays a week of one 


into 
Rivoli theatre, Muncie, Ind., Oct. 29. 


Jack Denny plays Omaha, Neb.. 


stays at 
| Commodore Perry hotel, Toledo, O., 


re- 


Lunceford held over for 
four more weeks at Sebastian’s Cot- 


Ernie McGann and his Hawaiian 
crew have gone to England. Left To- 


opens a 
Playland 


|} Johnry Johnson orchestra opens 


|, i 
inaugurating a new policy of name 


Kaye orchestra replaced 
Frank Dailey crew at Meadowbrook, 
last night (19). 





Both the larger screen and the small- 


sized home sets upon which the | 


demonstration 
conducted 


was simultaneously | 
little evidence of | 
much recent technical advance. An | 
announced from green to| 
black and white did not particularly | 
clarify. RCA is now using~441 lines. 

Television were dealt | 
with in considerable length by David 
Sarnoff in his introductory remarks. 
He suggested the two-way problem 
of television financing — getting cir- 
culation to justify high production 
costs and sponsors to pay the bill. | 
It was one of the first tentative dis- | 


gave 


switch 


‘futures’ 


cussions of that phase yet heard. | 
Like the intermittent RCA _ semi- 
public demonstrations themselves, | 


Sarnoff’s statement sounded as if in-| 


tended for the historic record rather |: 


than as anything very imminent, 
Sarnoff alluded to the need for 
discovering new acting and writing | 
techniques as well as the great dis- | 
tance still to be traveled from an en- | 
gineering standpoint. All of the sev-| 
eral demonstrations of television held | 
in the last year or two by the sev- 
eral companies playing around with | 
it have been characterized by some 


of the silliest continuity writing 
heard since the 1928 broadcasting 
season. This latest manuscript add- 


ed ear fatigue to the eye strain, It 
was replete with hick wit, pointless 
situations and at least one skit in 
bad taste. Scientific gathering was 
invited to laugh at a philandering 
wife caught dating up her gigolo! 





Washington, Oct. 19. 


Continuing doubt that television is 
likely to reach a stage where com- 
mercial exploitation is feasible for 
a considerable period was expressed 
again this week by the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

While new allocation order, adopted 
Wednesday (13) and revealed Mon- 
day (18), sets aside 19 channels for 
visual transmitters, Commish en- 
gineers in explanatory’ statement| 
warned industry interests and the 
public that the corner is still a long 
way off. 





AFRAID TO DREAM 


THE LOVELINESS 
OF YOU 


HOON HUORECDOL EL en eunaganrenaen 


ennenes 


YOU CAN'T HAVE 
EV'RYTHING 


PLEASE PARDON US 
--WE'RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 


Miccer Music, [nc. 


i270 Sixth Avenue » New York 
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Everybody’s Talking About 


“MY SWISS 
HiLLY BILLY” 


The New Pollack and Mitchell 
Novelty Song Hit 
- - - 
Two Other Hits 


From the 20th Century-Fox 
Musical, “Thin Ice”: 


‘My Secret Love Affair’ 
‘Over Night’ 


|” MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO , Sole Ag 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 








SANTLY-JOY Thanks PINKY TOMLIN for This Great Song 


| TOLD SANTA CLAUS TO BRING ME YOU 


({ HOPE, f HOPE MY HOPE COMES TRUE) 





By Tinturin and Lawrence 





SANTLY sros. JOY, Inc. 


1619 Broadway 


Two Smash Hits from the Republic Picture, “Manhattan Merry Go Round” 


HAVE YOU EVER BEEN IN HEAVEN?| MAMA | WANNA MAKE RHYTHM 


By Jerome, Byron and 


New York 


Kent 
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Stanley, Pitt, to Alternate Band 
Shows with Variety Acts; Both OK 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 
Encouraged by the biz turned in 
by vaude-type show headed by 
Buddy Rogers couple of weeks ago, 
Stanley, WB deluxer, is going ahead 


for first time in more than a year 
with similar custom-built presenta- 
tions. In past, house has been will- 
ing to chance nothing less than name 
bands, management insisting that 
nothing else would get across. 

That $21,500 gross with the Rogers 
line-up, however, has altered that 
viewpoint, with result that Stanley 
brings in another layout of same 
sort beginning Friday (22). 
consists of Johnny Perkins, m.c., who 
will also lead house band from stage. 





Talent | 


Block and Sully, Dorothy Stone and | 
Charles Collins, Buster Shaver and | 


Olive and George  Brasno, and | 
Lester Cole and his Legionnaires. If 
this one also goes. over, Stanley | 
plans to alternate vaude shows with 
big orchestras. 

Bunny Berigan band comes, in 
Oct. 29 for first stage date, with Fred 
Waring already set for Nov. 12, to be 
followed successively by Ted Lewis 
and Vincent Lopez: Return engage- 
ment for Shep Fields awaiting com- 
pletion of his stint on Coast in Par’s 
‘Big Broadcast.’ 


NUMEROLOGIST’S 107, 


/ 





SUIT VS. EDDIE GARR 





Eddie Garr’s success as a radio 
and stage performer is mainly due to 
her power to foretell the future, ac- 
cording to a suit filed in N. Y. Su- 


| 


preme Court Thursday (14) by Tala! 


Lefuratt, numerologist, and _ she 
wants Garr to turn over to her 10% 


of his earnings over $1,000. Numbers | 


expert claims she had had an undcer- 
standing with Garr in 1932. It was 
agreed, she claims, that in return for 
advising him on procedure he should 
take in order to become a financial 
success, she was to get 10% of his 
weekly salary. 

Miss Lefuratt avers she induced 
Garr to change his name from Ed- 
ward Gonnaud to his present one 
and, as result, he immediately com- 
manded a worthwhile salary. 


Bestor Reverses Pitt 
Theatre-Nitery Tradish 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 
For the first time in history here 
@ band will go direct from a local 
dance spot into the Stanley theatre, 
WB deluxer. It’s Don Bestor’s out- 








fit. Opening at the New Penn, nitery | | 
(22), 


on outskirts of town, Friday 
band will play there two weeks and 
move right into Stanley Nov. 5 for a 
week’s engagement, on a bill with 
the Yacht Club Boys. 

Orchs have often hit niteries here 
after playing the Stanley, but that 
procedure has never been reversed. 





Yachters’ London Repeat 





After their current week 
Metropolitan, Boston, the Yacht Club 
Boys sail Oct. 28 for five weeks at 
the Cafe de Paris, London. They re- 
turn Dec. 8 on the Queen Mary and 
must report Dec. 13 on the Coast for 


another Paramount picture, probably | 


‘College Rhythm.’ 


London cafe date is a periodic one | 


for the quartet, booked direct with 
the management. 





Peabody at Hipp, Balto | 


After being out of vaude for eight 
months, Eddie Peabody _ returns, 
opening Nov. 25 at the Hippodrome, 
Baltimore, for a two-week stretch. 
Eddie Sherman booked. 


Banjoist has been producing pro- | 


grams and appearing on KFWB, Los 
Angeles, Warner Bros. station, since 
last March. 


| liberately 





Acts from Newcastle 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 


Lou Lipstone, booking man- 
ager for Balaban & Katz, is off 
to New York for a week’s so- 
journ. 


Trying to dig up new talent, 
though the New Yorkers come 
to Chicago for the same pur- 
pose. 


Blackstone Wins 5G 
Shill Suit but Loses 











Secret of Magic Trick | 





Detroit, Oct. 19. 

Magician Harry Blackstone won a 
$5,000 damage suit here last week, 
but, so doing, lost his ‘show window’ 
trick. Suit was brought by Jack 
Spargel, local auto salesman, on 
charges that Blackstone kicked him 
after he had disrupted magician’s 
light-bulb feat during a perform- 
ance at the Fox theatre here in Au- 
gust, 1936. 


Circuit Judge Adolph F. Marsch- 
ner upheld the right of a payee to 
use normal methods in discovering 
how a trick is done, but not abnor- 
mal methods, such as running after 
the magician and engaging in arm- 
waving to establish the presence of 
an invisible thread. 


Judge ruled there was no cause for 
action, but admonished Blackstone 
with ‘Granting that the plaintiff de- 
attempted to interfere 
with the trick, it doesn’t give per- 
former the right to molest a spec- 
tator in any way. By coming down 
into the audience the magician is 
inviting spectators to examine trick 
closely. I don’t believe, however, 
that this invitation goes so far as to 
warrant-a customer leaving his seat 
to destroy the illusion.’ 

Spargel asserted he was kicked by 
Blackstone after he slipped up be- 
hind the magician in the aisle and 
tried to firt means of support for 
the burning light bulb which Black- 
stone ‘floated’ from the fingertips. He 
said he went backstage afterward to 
get an apology, but that magician 
met him with a threat of a ‘sock on 
the nose.’ 

Blackstone’s testimony involved 
revealing the secret of the bulb 
trick. Although he asked reporters 





at the | 











not disclose it, the two afternoon 
| sheets here blasted the trick all over 
i their editions, explaining how it is 
| performed by use of phosphorus and 
'an invisible cord, wrapped around 
the magician’s ear and running to- 
ward the balcony. Blackstone came 
| here from Peoria, Ill., to contest the 
suit. 


BOWES SIGNS LAST 





HOLDOUT VAUDE DATE 





Only remaining full-week vaude 
stand in the east which has never 


indie 
‘Major 
for the 


succumbed. Spot, the 
Philly, has set the 
Bowes International’ unit 
week of Nov. 5. 


hanlees 
poOoKeaG, 


finally 
Carmen, 


Show is getting a flat $3,000, con- 
| siderably above the average budget 
for shows at the Carmen. 


Howards’ Chi Vaude 


Willie and Eugene Howard are set 





for a headlining stanza at the Palace, iting good results. 


Chicago, the week Oct. 29. Curtis | 
& Allen booked. 
| Brothers closed Saturday (16) in 


the legit, ‘Show Is On,’ in Chicago, 








played a Bowes amateur unit has | 


Eddie Sherman | 


MUSICIANS UNI 
AID Aa GLING 


See Theatrical 
in All Its Phases Organ- 
ized to Give the Phoney 
Promoter of Benefits the 
Horse Laugh 





th 


GETTING TOUGH 


N. Y. Theatre Authority, 
clearing house, 


benefit 
will have a meeting 
tomorrow (Thursday) with national 
bosses of the American 
of Musicians in an attempt to align 
AFM with unions 
and groups seeking to control bene- 
fits on a national scale. This is the 


first time the AFM has been invited 
into the picture and is the biggest 
move yet. 

With the aid of the musicians T. A. 
hopes to have the skeleton key to 
the entire benefit situation. Since 
musicians are indispensable to en- 
tertainments of nearly every kind, 
and particularly the type where 
artists appear (on the cuff), the 
elimination of musicians’ services at 
unauthorized benefits, in which the 
T. A. or its affiliate charities do not 
share, would dampen the whole 
show. Minus music, shows could not 
function. 


T. A. now controls artists of 
Equity, American Federation of Ac- 
tors, various Guilds and Funds, etc. 
A drive is on to align the Screen 
Actors’ Guild, American Guild of 
Musical Artists; American Federa- 
tion of Radio Actors and the Bur- 
lesque Artists’ Association. It has 
been indicated that latter groups 
will join and, with the AFM nod, the 
T. A. will have complete control 
over all unionized theatricals in this 
country. 

General conclave has been called 
for sometime early in November, at 
which time the why and why nots 
will be threshed out and organiza- 
tions will commit themselves one 
way or another. Strong unioniza- 
tion trend indicates, however, that 
the answer will be an all around yes 
and subsequent all around exit of 
chiseled parties. 


OKLA.’S VAUDE 
BOOM; LOCAL 
ACTS 


other theatrical 





Oct. 19. 

in film houses in 
expected to pick up 
Cold months here 


Oklahoma City, 

Stage unit biz 

Oklahoma is 

some this winter. 

always seem to be good ones for the 
stage units. 


Already they are breaking out in| 


the nabes, which are offering 


fair assortments of mediocrity, 


also an occasional good act. How- 


ever, quality is never anything 
|needed in the nabe houses as the 
| audience go for it, good or bad, if in 


| the 





mood. “Most bookings in local | 
nabe houses are home talent orch: 
and dancing school pupils. 

In smaller burgs stage shows are 
being added to additional houses 
nearly every week. The houses af- 
filiated with Griffith have been play- 
ing the Keys Quadruplets in some 


| 25 houses on one-day shows and get- 


Brink’s Come- 
dians, an old standby in the south- 
west, is also appearing in some of 
the burg houses. Local vaude stunts 
are being tried oftener and meeting 


Federation | 


some | 
but | 








\Cafemen Hazy About Contracts 
And Many Still in Bankruptcy: 


Sherman Case Embarrasses MCA 


Profession 





Mass Production 


Colored ‘amateur’ act doub!ed 
in two N. Y. theatres la isi Satur- 
| day, playing a total of s:x shows 
to earn $12. 

| Pair were booked to get $1 
each per snow for the one da e. 
On arrival, they learned of the 
doubling stint. Fear of small- 
time blacklisting if they walked 


led them to go through. Had 
to step after each performance 
to make the 15-block connec- 
tions, 











Steins to Coast For 
New MCA Office Bldg. 
Preem; J. C.’s Pix Yen 


Music Corp, of America opens its 
new Hollywood office building the 
end of November, for which purpose 
both J. C. Stein and W. H. Stein, 
prez and v.p., will hie to the Coast 
shortly. Jules Stein plans wintering 
in Hollywood regularly, since MCA 
is now going into the booking of 
film talent besides hotels, cafes, 
niteries, etc., long their forte. 

There is some talk also about Stein 
essaying personal film production, as 
he has had an eye to that for no 
little time. 


Karl Kramer 
MCA officials, 
mandie 


and Charles Miller, 
arrived on the Nor- 
last Thursday (14) and were 
met by both Steins for executive 
powwows in N. Y., before Kramer- 
Miller returned to Chicago, as W. H. 

tein sailed Saturday (16) for a Ber- 
muda vacation and J. C. Stein heads 
for the Coast. 


OFFER GEHRINGER FOR 
BADMINTON VAUDE ACT 


Detroit, Oct. 19. 

Charley Gehringer, 1937 American 
League batting champ and probable 
winner of this year’s most valuable 
player award, is being peddled for 
a badminton vaude tour with Nor- 
man Durkin, midwest badminton 
champ, opening at Fox theatre here 
Nov. 12. Opener waits sports writ- 
ers’ choice on most valuable award, 
which is expected any day, but 
tour’ll go on even if ‘baseball's great- 
est player’ fails to grab this season's 
honors. 

Act being handled by Dave Idzal, 
manager of Fox, who's booking di- 
rect. Figures act should draw plenty 
of interest in baseball town, especi- 








| 
| 
| role of a badminton player, at which | 
| he’s rated well above average. 
Act asking $2,500 per week, of 
ie $1,500 goes to Gehringer. 
Won't be Tigers’ ‘silent knight's’ 
| first stage appearance, however, for 
teamed with Durkin for | 
l'a one-night shot at the Fisher here | 
|coupla years acto, and got over nicely 
| despite his lack of color and words. 
M.c. for act hasn't been definitely 
set, but will be probably Jimmy 
Stevenson, WJR sportscaster. 


| Gehringer 


Ist Vaude in Years 


Mason City, Ia., Oct. 19. 

Vaude returned to pees City 
Wednesday and Thursday at the 
Palace, with John S. Billsbury’s 
‘Peek-a-Boo’ revue the first flesh 
| entertainment at the Palace in years. 
| If the reaction continues on the 
OK side of the ledger the house will 


‘and are laying off there ti’! their | with success when not loaded on the bring the shows in weekly for an 
| John Q. too often. 


| vaude date commences, 


indefinite period. 


+ 

Quite a few complaints have come 
to VAarRIETY’s attention anent Music 
Corp. of America and some of its 
talent contracts going awry. It 
usually revolves about local man- 
agers not fulfilling the MCA pact, 
leaving the acts in embarrassed po- 
sitions when reporting for work, 
Since the acts come from out-of- 


(Stein and W. H. 


town, to report, brinsing billing, ete. 
only to find the local s 
plicated, it’s 
proposition. 

Matter has been called to MCA 
official attention both in Chicago and 
New York. In both spots, both J. C, 
(Billy) Stein, prez 
and v.p. of MCA, didn’t deny that 
sometimes a date went awry. 

They explain it by the fact that 
with some hotels in receivership it’s 


ituation com- 


been quite a messy 











Gehringer should whirl turnstiles in | age 


| control, as 


a complicated affair when squawk- 
ing, and that invariably MCA ‘makes 
it up to the act’ in some other way, 
meaning booking elsewhere. 

MCA has been going into talent 
placement for cafes, hotels, niteries, 
etc. in a big way. This was a natu- 
ral evolution from their extensive 
band booking business which made 
them the No. 1 orchestra placement 
organization in the world. MCA now 
books intact floor shows for hotels 
and cafes, meaning band as well as 
surrounding show. 

Billy Stein in New York, just be- 
fore sailing Saturday for a Bermuda 
vacation, admitted that the some- 
what overly rapid expansion of 
MCA’s cafe talent booking depart- 
ment jazzed things up, especially 
with the younger booking agents 
within MCA. 


Sherman Cuilty 


Sometimes it’s been beyond MCA 
with the recent Jack 
Waldron booking into the College 
Inn of Hotel Sherman, Chicago, 
where Frank Bering, manager, 
simply told Waldron he ‘was sorry’ 
but that he had just decided to hold 
the present show over. Isham Jones 
band was booked elsewhere so 
shifted into the Hotel Lincoln, N. Y., 
but Waldron and the other acts all 
laid off, although holding play-or- 
play contracts. This has happened 
before at the Sherman, reportedly. 
The play didn’t materialize, nor did 
any pay-off. 

MCA cites other instances where, 
in the Dixie belt, for example, a 
mixed show had to be broken up 
following local squawks anent white 
acts working in front of colored 
orchestras. Elsewhere it’s a common 
cafe practice, of course, and there 
again MCA ‘had to make it up to the 
act’ in some other ways. 

With talent conditions being what 
they are, acts have been loath to 
squawk. Especially with the bigness 
of MCA'’s connections. 

On the other hand a number of 


ally if the Detroit Tigers’ star sec-| the stronger acts, such as Waldron, 
ond-sacker jis voted most valuable.| et aj, can’t understand why so 
If he’s not, Idzal_ still figures | prominent and representative an 


ncy as MCA doesn't protect its 
people. 


KINGSLAND, ST. Lous, 
9 ACTS AND BANDSHOWS 


St. Louis, Oct. 19. 
Stage shows returned to the 
| Kingsland, St. Louis Amus. nabe in 
| South St. Louis, Sunday (17) with 
|Elmer Muhlenbrock and his orch, 
[any marks the first stage shows in 





any local pix house since spring at 
the deluxe St. Louis theatre. 

Kingsland offering five acts and 
a Fanchon & Marco line. Only other 
| stage shows in town are burlesque at 
the Garrick and legit at the Ameri- 
can, 


JANE PICKENS’ WASH. DATE 


Jane Pickens plays a vaude week 
at Loew’s Capitol theatre, Washing- 
ton, starting Oct. 29, 

} Harry Bestry booked. 








; 
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CHI COPS RAID 


BURLY, HONKYS 





Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Police raided eight South State st. 
spots early Sunday (17) morning. In- 
cluded Rialto and Gem burly the- 
atres. a store show and five honky- 
tonks. Charged with presenting or 
participating in indecent exhibitions, 
70 men and 45 women were put un- 
der $125 bond, and a court appear- 
ance set for later in the week. 

Rialto management promised to 
have June St. Clair, its star stripper, 
in court Sunday afternoon, as she 
was missing when police cracked 
down. She had failed to appear at 
either the theatre or court. 

Besides burly houses and store 
show, Blondie’s, Dugout, Velos’, and 
Agnes’ got the paddy calis. 

All were operating with the same 
styling of performance after the 
raids, so the cops cracked down on a 
couple neighboring spots catering to 
penny arcade clientele. Grabbed 
machines, which they allege showed 
pictures which aren’t art. 





Names, 35c Couvert For 


; Schenectady Nitery 


Schenectady, N. Y., Oct. 19. 
The first step in a plan to book 
‘name’ headliners at the Club Palo- 
rama came via the engagement of 
Jack Osterman as_ singing-emcee. 
Supporting cast in a Jack Pomeroy 


production, includes Peggy Mar- 
lowe, Gibbons and Adams _ and 
Johnnie Cawthorn. Two shows 


nightly, with a 35c cover .charge. 

Manager John Gibbons has an- 
nounced that he may bring here 
later Lina Basquette, Ben Blue, Ju- 
dith Allen, Johnny Downs, Eleanor 
Whitney, Frances . Langford and 
other names. 


Rose Show Revise 


Billy Rose is embellishing his 
‘Show of Shows’ with new and spe- 
cial material, even though this is a 
medley of his various specs at Fort 
Worth, Cleveland, ete. 

Rube Bloom has gone 
Worth to collab with Rose on the 
new song material. 


“WHITEY? 

















to Fort 





ROBERTS 


Sammy Walsh Scrams 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 


Booked into Nixon cafe here for 
two weeks, Sammy Walsh, cemedy 
dancer and m.c., got Tony Conforti 
| to release him after a single stanza 
|so he could open at the Club Mira- 
dor, N. Y., last night (Monday). 
| Offer came only a day after he got 
to town and Conforti was at first 
| reluctant to hand him an okay on 
account of his local click. Walsh has 


long been a fav here and was back | 


for the first time in more than three 
years. 

He’s also up for a spot in a new 
Broadway musica! and Conforti 
| didn’t want to spoil his chance on 
that angle either. At the Mirador, 
Walsh replaces Roy Sedley the 
m.c, 


as 


NITERIES CURFEWED 





Under ‘municipal council orders 
and threats from Chinese patriots, 
| cabarets in International Settlement 
remained closed two weeks, putting 
1,500 hostesses out of work. Cur- 
few, formerly 1¢ p.m., now raised to 
11:30 p.m., and Del Monte, Para- 
mount, Florida, Farren’s, Yangtze, 
Casanova, Merryland and National 
operating from 6:30 p,m. to 11 p.m. 


Along Blood Alley international 
dives, catering to sailors and sol- 
diers, open 3 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Cer- 
tain Chinese-owned afraid to reopen 
as Chinese patriots threatened to 
bomb premises and kidnap hostesses. 

Ciro’s, newest, snappiest dance 
palace in China, .closed since Aug. 
15, when municipal curfew obtained. 
Never made money in its year of 
existence, and Henry Nathan’s band 
has received notice of dismissal in 
six weeks’ tirne. 


| 
| Shanghai, Oct. 1. 


| 
| 
} 
} 





Nitery Placements 


Joe Reichman’s’ ork, Coconut 
Grove, Los Angeles, Oct. 25. 

Honey Johnston, singer, Whirling 
Top, N. Y. 
| Grace Kaye, 
| N- ¥. 
| Marita, dancer, Club Gaucho, N. Y. 
| Charles King, singer; Margaret 
| Padula, singer, Gay Nineties, N. Y. 

Rose Blaine and Tiny Wolf, Yacht 
Club, N. Y. 

Harry Spear, m.c.; Castaine and 
Barrie, dancers; Marley and Elsa, 
| comedy team; Gaby, singer; Virginia 
|Gibson, singer, Park Central hotel, 
i‘ =. 
|. Paul and Grace Hartman, dancers, 
| Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
| Eva Ortega, singer; Bass Brothers, 
| comedy team; Four New Yorkers, 
singers, Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J. 

Evelyne and Vernon, dancers; 
Alice Marion, singer; Elise Graves, 








dancer, Bertolotti’s, 














CAS FRANKLIN 


BARITONE 


HELD OVER 


CHASE CLUB 
Hotel Chase, St. Louis 





harpist; Stuart Allen, singer, and 
the Adrian Rollini Trio, Essex House, 
N 


% - 
| Wanda Goll, Marie’s Crisis Cafe, 
iN. Y. 
| Lew Parkerson, baritone, Savoy- 
| Plaza, N. Y. 
| Ethel Shutta, 
| Plaza, N. Y. 


singer, Belmont 








Hildegarde, singer, Ritz-Carlton, 
LM. x 











Y 


"The THEATRE of the STARS 


. 





o/ 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 


9-7800 





J. 
GENERAL 


SIDNEY H 





LUBIN 


MANAGER 


. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 


| Pitt for Mirador, N. Y.. 


PA. MAGICIANS NIX 
GIVEAWAYS; ELECT 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 


Means to curb amateurs who give 
away all their tricks was the chief 
topic of discussion at the annual 
convention of the International 
Brotherhood of Magicians, which 
closed here Sunday (17). Magi re- 
sented the fact the cuffo boys were 
buying a $2 book and learning illu- 
sions that cost thousands of dollars 
ito develop. Chief gripe. however, 
wasn’t that so much that the 








as 


|amateurs aren't willing just to foo! | 


their friends, but insist on showing 
them how to do the stunts. 

Frank Bunker 
1 magi in a contest in which the 
whole brotherhood was judge. Run- 


ners-up were Earl Miller, Slatington, | 
Bethlehem; L. L. | 


|Pa.; John Tokey, 
| Hoover, Hagerstown, 
Finch, Harrisburg, 
East Orange, N. J. 


Md.; 
and Sam Shapiro, 


secretary-treasurer. 


© 15 YEARS AGO @ 


(From Vanisry and Chipper) 








Cansinos hit up to a four act and 
| started going places. Long favor- 
ites but never had a competent show. 





Joe Laurie, Jr., at the Palace, and 
doing right well. Holdover acts had 
been cleaned out and a new bill 
helped to draw capacity. Belle 
Baker was topper with Will Ma- 
honey, the Cansines and Aunt Je- 
mima, her first show at the Palace. 
Lopez the only repeater. 








Owen McGiveney at the Colonial 
; and house staged an afterpiece, “The 
Wager,’ in which Bert Wheeler was 
supposed to play all of McGiveney’s 
parts. Parts really played by prac- 
tically the entire cast. Act was the 
hit of the show. 





Jack Lait in his review referred 
to Sophie Tucker as ‘blonder and 
bigger than ever.’ She doesn’t mind 
allusions to her heft now. 





Keith had recently fired an act 
for kidding prohibition, but Belle 
Baker got away with a special song, 
‘I’m the Mother of a Case of Scotch.’ 
She refused to cut when requested. 











English producer advertised for 
chorus girls. Picked only nine out 
of 1,600 applicants. 





Midwest biz bad and figured there 
were nearly 3,000 unemployed en- 
tertainers hanging around Chicago. 





Music Publishers figured to save 
$200,000 a year by cutting out ‘side 
money’ to leaders. 





Marcus Show in trouble in Lynn, 
Mass. Bare-legged number caused 
arrests. 





Ringlings sent a flying squadron of 
60 men to fight the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace date in Augusta, Ga. Show in 
just ahead of the Ringling outfit. 





Three Shakespearean productions 
promised Broadway. One came 
through big, the Barrymore ‘Hamlet.’ 





Shubert’s Russe Revue did a bro- 
die. Hustled off for road dates in 
the hope the sticks would not be so 
particular. Trying to fight ‘Chauve 
Souris.’ 

Curran theatre, ‘Frisco, got off to 
a flying start. 





Eight new shows came to Broac- 
way 





dered his comfortable fortune. 














its done-over Cocoanut Grove 


Harry Spear, m.c.’s_ the show 





Jerry Blaine orchestra handles the 
| music for both show and dancing. 


was acclaimed No. | 


in a single week after a slow | 


start. 
William S. Hart, defending his | 
wife’s divorce action, deciared he 


was broke and that she had squan- | 


| Pk. Central’s New Revue | 


| 
Park Central Hotel, N. Y., reopens | 
| 


to- | 
night (20) with ‘Television Topics of | 
1937,’ revue staged by Harlan Dixon. | 


which features Castaine and Barrie. | 


dance team, Gaby, singer-dancer, | 

‘ 
Marley and Elsa, comedy dance | 
team, and Virginia Gibson, singer. 


Leddy & Smith-Anger’s 
New Unit for $3,500 Per 


Leddy & Smith, in association 
with Harry Anger, are producing an- 
other vaude unit, ‘Cafe Interna- 
tional’ asking $3,500. Show opens 
at Fay’s, Philly, Oct. 29. Lineup of 
acts has not yet been completed. 





——— 


Blind Accordionist 
Quitting Sidewalks 
To Resume Profesh 


Phil Goldfarb, 38, blind accordion- 
ist who is a familiar figure to the 


Same producing outfit sent out the! esylar traffic between the back of 


‘Hollywood Bandwagon’ unit early 


| 


the Roxy on the 50th street side and 


in September. Show is still touring,| Radio City, is going professional 


getting $4,500 net a week. 











PAR, N. Y., BANDS SET 
UNTIL NEW YEAR’S 


Paramount, N. Y., set on 
for its pit policy through New 
with Fred Waring booked for 
Xmas-New Year holidays. 
be a repeat for Waring 


The 
bands 
Years, 
the 
will 


is 


who 


John | played the house more than a year 
| ago, 
Setting Tommy Dorsey to open| 
Dave Crossman was elected prez/ Nov. 3, 
of State Federation, Wilbur Philips, other first-timer here, Bunny Berri- 
vice-prez; and Dr. William Erdlich, | 


| 


the house has booked an- 


gan, together with Frances Langford, | 
to follow Dorsey. 








It | 


Another booking | policy wound up Thursday 


That means he’s returning to his 
former pro standing, and is merely 
coming off the sidewalks. 

He’s an accomplished musician 
and does a specialty which he'll un- 
veil at the Village Barn, N. Y., Oct 
23. He has been blind seven years 
Previously he did a specialty with 
George Hall’s orchestra, and his 
musical tutoring included a course 
with George Gershwin’s teacher. 


L’VILLE DROPS BURLEY 
FOR PIX, ROADSHOWS 


Louisville, Oct. 
try at Hirst 








19. 
burley 
(14), 


National’s 


is Clyde McCoy, who’s penciled for| with ‘Say It With Girls,’ featuring 


Dec. 8. 


Harry Kalcheim negotiated 
engagements for the house. 


the 





McCoy hasn’t played the| Billy Fields and Jean Lee. 
| house in the past, either. 
|sented sans pix, 
| presented daily. 
| verts to straight pics, with excep- 


Final 


| week of the flesh offerings was pre- 


four shows being 


Town again re- 


| tion of road shows, which will play 


Ask Salt Lake Niteries 
To Curb Souse Driving 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 19. 

Salt Lake City night club propri- 
etors have been requested by city 
motor vehicle officials to remind 
patrons of the dangers confronting 
intoxicated drivers. Suggestion grew 
out of a recent report which showed 
that the majority of ‘alcoholic acci- 
dents’ occur during the ‘night club’ 
hours between midnight and 4 a.m. 
Bureau’s statistical report revealed 
that drunken driving has increased 
considerably in the first nine months 
this year as compared to the corre- 
sponding period of 1936. 

Police reminders to nitery ops in- 
cluded pointers in safe driving and 
penalty for court convictions. Of 
813 automobile accidents between 





January and July this year, 27 per- 
sons were killed and 1,469 persons 
injured. Intoxicated drivers were | 
responsible for five fatalities. 


Vaude Acts Clog Chi 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Jam of vaudeville units in town all 
of a sudden. Greater part of pro- 
duction was curtailed this season be- 
cause of shortage of acts and girls. 
Rest of producers all waited until 
the last minute, with the result that | 
everybody produced at the same| 
time, and now the acts are frozen 
here until dates can be found. 











Three small units and three big- | 
gies are laying off here currently. | 
Include those of Boyla-Roberts, Jack | 
Fine, Borde Sabilia, Al Weston, | 
Andre Lasky and Sammy Clark. 





Burley Oke in Canton 














Canton, O., Oct. 19. | 

Bob Burch’s stock burley at the | 
Grand, in its third week, is clicking | 
better than at any time in the three | 
seasons this type of entertainment | 
has been offered here. It’s the only | 
flesh in town. 

Company is a large one, 14 girls | 
being used in the line. Principals | 
are well known and most of them | 
have been here before. New fea- 
tured dancer is being imported each 
week, with rest of the show being | 
built around her. 


the Memorial Auditorium. ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies’ booked for three perform- 
ances, Friday and Saturday (29-30). 

House policy henceforth will be 
straight pics, with ‘Ecstasy’ pulling 
in satisfactory biz during the cur- 
rent week. Samuel Commins, repre- 
senting Jewell Productions, is han- 
dling the pic, with Abe Fineberg, 
former burley manager, in charge 
of the house. 


MARDEN’S THEME SONG 


‘Will You Love Me in December As 
You Did in May?’ 











Jimmy Walker’s ‘Will You Love 
Me in December As You Did in 
May?’ is the theme song of Ben 
Marden’s Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J. 
On the answers depend the success 
of its new Winter Room, first at- 
tempt of the Riviera as a year- 
round nite spot. 

Talent list includes Eva Ortega, 
American singer of Spanish, French 
and German numbers, Bass Bros., 
London comedy singing team mak- 
ing their American debut, and the 
Howard Lally orchestra with Peggy 
Tucker handling the vocals. Sup- 
plementing Lally’s outfit are the 
Four New Yorkers, novelty musical 
combination. 








THREE SAILORS 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 








NOW PLAYING 
EXCLUSIVE 


COLONY CLUB 
CHICAGO, ILL. 














Christmas Card Agents 


Large profits easily earned seiling 
new 21 Folder Assortment. Sells on 
sight for $1.00. Other Holiday as- 


sortinents, Write for particulars. 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St., New York, N. Y.- 
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LOU BREESE 
& JOKE RINES 
ORCHESTRAS 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





CLIFFORD C. FISCHER’S 


7th Ave. and 50th St. « Res. COl. 5-7670 
WORLD'S MOST FAMOUS THEATRE-RESTAURANT 


x 


Full Course 

$ Binner. Sup- 
50 writs com. 

ts. el. 

MIM. in $3. ist 3 
Yiers $@c Extra 
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CHEZ PAREE 
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Deleware 3434 CHICAGO 




















: 
t 
: 
1 
iM 























Wednesday, October 20, 1937 





, ve 


NITE CLUB REVIEWS 





HAVANA MADRID 


(NEW YORK) 


Rhumba tempo being the hottest 
and newest thing in music in many 
years, it’s been a foregone conclu- 
sion that the rhumba vogue would 
sweep the country. It’s really pitch- 
ing to a peak these days with 
rhumba niteries all over the New 
York map, where formerly one had 
to travel to Spanish Harlem or 
Greenwich Village for the atmos- 
phere. 

But just as the Harlem vogue was 
reborn when it was brought down- 
town—with Harlem beginning to 
fade — similarly the midtown spots 
are doing all right with the added 
convenience of maracas atmosphere 
right in the central portion of Man- 
hattan. Yumuri is a click; La Conga, 
recently opened, ditto; and now 
comes the Havana Madrid, which 
bridges the gap from Cuba to the 
Spain of pre-Franco insurgency. 


Angelo Lopez, Ramon Ferrari and | 


Victor Blanco, who own a siring of 
eateries uptown, have transformed 
the old Mirador, class cafe of yester- 
year (Moss and Fontana, et al., and 


not to be confused with the contem- | 


poraneous Mario’s Mirador), into a 
Latin atmosphere with interesting 
wall panels and an atmospheric 
lighting system. 

Show is a marathon of acts that 
will require pruning and kneading, 
as it runs too loosely and is over- 
board. As with most Snanish man- 
agements, 
great. 

There are 15 items billed. Nilo 
Menendez, composer of ‘Green Eyes,’ 


is the maestro heading a large dance | 


combo which alternates between the 
pops and native tunes. Menendez 
is in white tie and tails and his boys 
in conventional musicians’ regalia, 
rather than the native furbelows of 
Cuba or Spain. It would be an im- 
provement to keep the atmosphere 
100% Latin, including the dansapa- 
tion; not that the band isn’t worthy. 

Jose Manzanares, whose South 
Americans were quite a combo un- 
der Lincoln - Zephyr’ sponsorship 
from the San Diego fair two or three 
years ago, is another white-tied in- 
dividual now, doing the m.c. job, 
and very OK. He sells the show in 
great style. 

Mercedez Zayas Bazan is an Aunt 
Jemimaesque songstress under cork, 
billed as a niece of the former Gov. 
of Cuba. She specializes in Afro- 
Cuban melodies. 

Antonita, a looker, teams with 
Juan Martinez for extraordinary 
Spanish folk dances. Consuelo 
Moreno, just back from Madrid, is 
a song-and-dance artist not un- 
known in N. Y., having been at El 
Chico and the Yumuri before. Clara 
and Alberto are the sock of the bill 
with their hot rhumba. Some tour- 
ists may recognize them as a hotcha 
team at Trois Hermandos, near the 
Nacional hotel. Havana. It’s their 
U. S. debut. They’re Negroes who 
do rhumba wiggles in lowdown 
shoein’-the-mare style. 

Six Senoritas of Rhythm are said 
to be sisters and look enough alike 
to be actually related. It’s a unique 
combo, forming its own femme 
rhumba band. Bongo player is a 
looker; the others also make nice 
appearance. They're confined to 
presentation specialty because of the 
union, else thev’d make a crack re- 
lief band for Menendez. It’s a good 
unit on its own and might well step 
out anywhere. , 

Esperanza Iris is a_ violiniste- 
dancer: looks well and over fairly. 
Sonia Loy, another dancer: Jeronimi 
Villarino, Flamenco guitarist of high 
technical skill. but lost in this terp 
avalanche; Alfredo Valdes, vocalist, 
and Vicent Baldes. baritone, both 
billed, but unidentified; Cesar Tania, 
Mexican - Californian castaneter 
(male), which gives an idea; and 
Carlos Vivian, Irish Argentinian (of 
which there are many, as witness 
the crack Argentine polo team with 
its Duggans, et al.). who makes a 
corking imvression at the mike, with 
a fine front that should carrv him 
far in an intime room. Jose Miranda 
billed for production. 

After weeding and prunine, the 
Havana Madrid will have a tiehter 
floor show. But in the main it’s a 
nice atmosphere, food good, cellar 
ditto, and with a Broadway entrance 
(instead of the Mirador’s former 51st 
street door), which is a mud 

el. 


EL DORADO,.N. Y. 


Kay Parsons has transferred her 
activities from the maritime theatri- 
cals of summer riverboating to 
Helen Morgen’s nitery stand to create 
the Grand Opera House of niteries. 
Idea is to use spot as a break-in for 
acts that never played Broadwey be- 
fore, with emphasis on vaudeville 
and other stage and tent performers. 
Breakin gimmick affords low salary 
nut (none over $50) and with a 


lightweight band and Miss Parsons’ | 


favor amone young nicht crowd. no 
cover, no minimum, spot should do 
business, 

Whatever the reception. Miss Par- 


sons’ initial niterv venture is a little | 


different from the vack. Neither 
intime, flashy nor Ierse, show is | 
rather a transplanted vaude stave 


with a few nitery garnichments, i. e. 
firl line, clese quartered band. et al. 
Running order js alex different from 
nite life setuns pnd if eniv for that 
reason is refreshin’. Trlent itself is 


also a treat in such location. 
Unfortunately for some of them. 
alf of their effect is’lost-in a nitery 


every Spanish act is | 


because of the seating arrangements 
and construction, particularly here. 
One act, Al Mardo and his bull ter- 
| rier, would have been more effective 
| working farther back near the band- 
| stand where everyone could see the | 
;hound’s_ horrifying puss. Finale | 
walkoff after doing nothing until 
master plays his mouth organ seem- 
ingly enjoyed by the closely-hedged 
auditors. Mildred Meredith in the 
deuce fares little better in her dubi- 
ous gypsy dance. Actually, it’s a hy- | 
brid but nicely costumed and being | 
| shapely, she hits it off on the nitery | 
floor. 

Preceding Mardo is the formal | 
opening of line girls in a Big Avple | 
routine, highlighted by a mixed | 
couple trucking and Susie-Q’ing all | 
over the place. Exceptionally 
|} opening is unlike vaude routine and 
|causes a letdown with Mardo’s bit. 
Costuming in this number is par- | 
|ticularly attractive, with chorus in | 
tight skirts and tams. 

Fred Bernard, Chi nitery warbler, 
}and a combo of Jessell-Richman, et 
jal, displays a good voice that does 
not require a mike nor need thrott- 
ling for here. One of the show’s bet- 
ter bits, followed by Miss Parsons, 
and the line, in a N. S. G. routine. 
| Miss Parsons would do better out in 
|front of the girls using a mike in- 
| stead of hidden behind the gir's’ in- 
|effective taffeta costuming. Gynsy 
terper also fills in in latter number. 
majority of which is lost to all but 
those in front. Different arrange- 
|} ment should be made. 
| Mack Pepper, fresh young sty- 
| lized comic and dancer, tried to steal 
ithe opening show, but was lost in 
ithe wallow of his own smutty ma- 
|terial and prolongation of what 
misht ke ve been a fast dance end 
jpatter routine. Since yanked for 
j}trying to muddle events. Martin 
| Rarnett, magico. also good _ for 
fronted audience but back-hand stuff 
too obvious to others. Hankies. cit- 
gies, etc., out of thing air are all old 
and unbrushed. Barnett was seen 
about a year ago and has not im- 
proved anything but his bookings. 

xit bit and easily best is old cir- 

cus balancing act of Bassettt and 
Bailey. Pair knock themselves out 
in fast table and chair building, 
acrobatics, with woman as balancer, 
strong-woman stuff and all new toa 
nitery floor. Best received end best 
performed, considering location. 

Miss Parsons at the niano finishes 
off with 15 minutes of communitv 
singing aided by lantern slides and 
droprned miniature’ screen. Not 
joined on opening night by Bro-d- 
way mob but maybe a come-on for 
others. Three strings alternate on 
floor when Cass Havgen’s amole crew 
are resting. Sufficiently good for 
dancing. Hurl. 


CHEZ MARIO 


(PHILLY) 
Philadelphia, Oct. 16. 

Newest late-at-nitery to unshutter 
here in the annual fall coming-out is 
Chez Mario, an attractive addition 
to the city’s smaller, but swankier, 
spots. Entrepreneur is Mario Vil- 
lani, who formerly managed the 
Ritz-Carlton’s jig-and-guzzlery here, 
worked for Art Padula as manager 
and emcee of the Anchorage and 
emcee of the Arcadia-International 
and who has operated various and 
sundry other spots. ; 

Present location—which he main- 
tains is a hold-over venture pending 
completion of negotiations to open 
at the Ritz again—is a one-flight-up 
affair. Formerly was the Latimer 
Club and last winter was run for a 
short time as ‘Mary Lee’s Nightcap.’ 
Max Beaman, who used to operate 
the Latimer, still maintains the bar 
and eatery on the ground floor. He 
has an agreement with Villani 
whereby he shutters when Chez 
Mario opens at 9 each evening. | 

Place is small and intimate, with 
a handkerchief square for the hoof- 
bizness. Bar is on one side and 
tables for about 100 on the other. 
Room is done in blue, with chrome 
trimmings, which all goes to make 
this as pleasant ana restful a spot 
in which to drop a chunk off the b.r. 
as any in-town. Prices are stand- 
ard, with no mention of minimum or 
cover raps. } 

Show is commensurate with the 
general layout of the spot. It’s taste- 
ful. without being extravagant. In 
addition to the regular acts. how- 
aver, it’s built up considerably by 
Mario’s own presence. Highly-ex- 
nerienced emcee, he does the honors 
himself. W-.k. here. he’s popular not 
only as a host, but for his never-end- 
ing natter in a jelly-thick accent that 
| no lincu'stic experts have ever fiz- 
gered out, but is probably a mixture 
‘of French and Italian. 
| Jimmy Craig, Villani's 2lyear-old 
/nephew, who worked at the Anchor- 
|acve ell summer. has a romantic pair | 
lof pines and does some nice war- 
| bline that may mark him as a comer. 
|Sunnlementing him in the chirp 
lctuff is Melba Beudreaux, one of | 
| hetter known Philly nitery thrushes. | 
‘Sines a bit on the schnoz side, but | 
exhibs plenty of nen, is an okav 
\lonker and puts efforts over in sat- 
| isfectorv way. — 
Two femme hoofers and a magi- 
leian round out regular bill. Gais are 
|Mvra Lott. a nrettv mite, who does 
acro stuff with a bit of shim-sham 
tossed in for a nice number, and 
Janet Berrett. Latter, a passably 
fair blonde. does combo tan and bal- 
l\let in Irev sort of props. Harry 
| Havillend is the mei. 

Mus'e is nrovided bv a sotisfactory 
i four-niere combo tated ‘The Conti- 
nentals.’ Herb. 








fast | 








| strumming and songs are just as well 
| liked as ever. Small voice admirably 
| suited 


j}and singer, is another of those who 
i}catch best in surrounding offered by 


|ing burgundy borders; 
| blinds and novelty drapes. Lighting 


|and bandstand, done with mirrors 


CASANOVA, PARIS 


Paris, Oct. 10. 


Set in an atmosphere that oozes 
swank, this exclusive little spot still 
specializes in catering to those 
skimmed from the upper layer. 
Whether the ‘right people’ or not, 
that is, from the Tout Paris tangent, 
it is a certainty this hangout for 
those who can digest the tariff is 
just as much, the thing for those 
who really go places as ever. 

Attractions here are usually few 
but always in the upper bracket 
with international acts in the ma- 
jority. Reva Reyes, favorite of other 
seasons, still tops here and her guitar 


to compactness of spot and 
little singer peddles plenty of show- 
manship with her offerings. 

Gypsy Markoff, accordion player 


Casanova. Smallness of stature de- 
tracts.-not in the least from the 
amount of music she is able to dis- 
pense. She renders the most diffi- 
cult with seeming ease. Voice, how- 
ever, is not -up to her playing, while 
entire show could be improved with 
some added zest. But liked in any 
language. 

Nicolina has the voice and a great 
variety of offerings in as many lan- 
guages, but does not take as well 
as deserved. Larger surroundings 
would suit better. Gypsy orchestra 
led by Alexandre Zoubowsky dis- 
penses the variety of music such a 
club should offer its clientele. Boldi, 
cymbalist virtuoso, is one of the best 
in town and is a necessity for this 
musical set-up. Bernard Helda, vi- 
olinist, vocalizes to augment the 
worth of the whole in right fashion. 

Tops of the receiving end here is 
Orvar Bjorck, of Swedish national- 
ity, who knows his who’s who and 
has the smoothness of manners that 
makes him remembered, Hugo. 


ESSEX HOUSE, N. Y. 


(CASINO-ON-THE-PARK) 


Richard Himber—billed with a Mr. 
in front of his name, a la Mr. Muni, 
Mr. Arliss, et al.—is back in the 
dance band biz, his first nitery en- 
gagement in some years, For which 
occasion the Essex House redecorat- 
ed its Casino-on-the-Park room and 
staged a series of premieres, Friday 
night preview was for the dealers, 
Saturday for the cash customers, 
Monday for the music publishers 
(bless ’em, the old standbys!), and 
from then it looks like a pleasant 
engagement. all ’round. 

Himber has peppered his smooth 
dansapation with a nice touch of 
Swingo via the Adrian Rollini trio 
of vibraphone (Rollini), guitar and 
bass. They’re a snappy swing combo 
augmenting the regular Himber or- 
chestra. Featured vocally are Stuart 
Allen, baritone; Alice Marion, 
brought on from Pittsburgh; Elise 
Graves, harpiste. The Vernons, ball- 
roomologists, round it out. 

Himber dispenses smart dance mu- 
sic in the Whitemanesque manner 
and is even getting to look like 
Whiteman. Maestro is too young to 
have permitted himself that extra 
poundage which, considering the far- 
famed-in-Tin-Pan-Alley private gym 
that Himber maintains in the Essex 
House, doesn’t speak well for the 


gym. 

With a radio rep via Lucky Strike, 
Studebaker, Victor records, etc., 
Himber is a name for the Essex 
which, heretofore, confined itself to 
mederate-priced dance music, No 
couvert continues, but there’s a $1.50 
and $2 minimum after theatre. 

Abel, 


ITALIAN TERRACE 


(PITTSBURGH) 
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clicked heavily last year, chiefly on 
strength of juvenile patronage. But 


react to Italian Terrace’s couvert is 
something else again. There hasn't 
been a table tariff here for years, 
William Penn going in for the mini- 
mum check some time ago. Now it’s 
back again, $1 a person week nights 
and $1.50 on Saturdays. Only spot in 
town with a cover except Nixon 
cafe, where it's only four bits and 
doesn’t count importantly. 
Management apparently figures on 
that to a degree, however, since 


minimum check only. 
can’t accommodate more than 75 
persons so the majority will have to 
shell out the extra overhead. Italian 
Terrace, by the way, seats 
350, as against Chatterbox’s capacity 
of 800. 

Opening night tariff was $5 
head, 
threw in a floor show for good 
measure. Jerry Goff -m.c.’ed the en- 
tertainment and Xavier Cugat. as a 
nod to Stabile, another MCA ac- 
count, brought over his entire gang 
from the Stanley theatre to do its 
stuff, Cohen. 


per 


EL CHICO, N. Y. 


El Chico in Greenwich Village re- 
mains the class Spanish nitery of 
New York, now in its 12th year, 
which gives an idea of how much 
in advance Benito Collada pioneered 
his ultra Latin boite. It’s only been 
in the last coupla years that the 
rhumba and Latin vogue has spread 
out all over the town, but through- 
out the years El Chico maintains 
an extraordinary standard of au- 
thentic Andalusiau, Castillian and 
Granadian song and dance, inter- 
spersed of course with Cuban, Mexi- 
can and Latin American flavoring. 
But basically it’s a flamenco evening. 

Class act of the new lineup are 
the Sisters Nuri, personality lookers 
doing double flamenco terps. They’re 
on the exotic side in build and 
finished dancers from Seville—An- 
tonia and Carmen by name. It's 
their American debut. 


Comedy is via Vilano and Vechas, 
one something of a Spanish Fannie 
Brice in crosseyed style of comedy 
mugging. Their comedy ‘Cucaracha’ 
registers big. 

Las Guarercitas are a Mexican 
sister act with ranchero songs. 
Pepita Lucientes, just up from 
Buenos Aires, is a dainty terper: 
and Renejo and Carlota round it 
out with Spanish ballroomology. 
They do a tango and zambra spe- 
cialty. She’s a blonde, he a decided 
Latin type who takes his dancing 
somewhat over-seriously. If it's in- 
tended to highlight his swarthy and 
her golden-haired contrasts, it could 
get over just as well with an oc- 
casional smile from Renejo. 


Don Alberto continues with his 
expert native and American dansa- 
pation; and Rudolfo d’Alvalos and 
Albertina do the audience-tutoring 
session with the customers, he 
demonstrating the rhumba and tango 
steps and she terping with male 
exponents from among the customers. 
Abel. 





HOTEL NEW YORKER 


(NEW YORK) 
With Benny Goodman hard by at 
the Hotel Pennsylvania, Tommy Dor- 
sey at the Commodore and the Cara 
Loma orchestra now holding forth et 
the New Yorker, the Pennsy and 








Pittsburgh, Oct. 14. | 


At long last William Penn hotel | 
has a supper spot worthy of a key 
city’s ace rooming house. For year’s 
it’s been the Chatterbox here, a room 
that was originally intended for a 
banquet hall and looked it. Acoustics 
were terrible, atmosphere was stuffy 
and whole place reeked of third- 
rate dancery. 

But Italian Terrace puts the Billy 
Penn back in business. It has class, 
looks class and is class; there’s the 
feel of smartness about it and 
warmth, too. Not the stiffness that 
sometimes pervades swank supper 
rooms. 

Spot is the hotel’s old Italian din- 
ing room, redecorated at a cost the 
management puts at $50,000, and the 
figure doesn’t look exaggerated. Ter- 
race on the outside leads to the 
spot proper and there effects include 
ultra-modern Italian furniture in the 
color scheme of white wood and 
olive-green upholstery; flock of cir- 
cular banquettes between the 
columnal grey carpets with contrast- | 
i Venetian 


is chiefly indirect with pedestal fix- 
tures to supplement the chandeliers. 
Dance floor is of African teak wood 


and fabric festoons. is covered with 
a special eggshell stain, drum- 
stretched canopy and lighted from 
ceiling by multi-colored floods. 

Dick Stabile’s orch. with a big 
locel rep firmly established at Wil- 


Grand Central railroad zones are 
plenty swingo. With Gray there's 
also an all-new ice show which gives 
the Ritz hotel a sizable advantage 
over the Goodmanites at the Pennsy, 
where only an Arthur Murray 
troupe of apple-dancers round out 
the divertissement. 


In this current N. Y. battle of 
swing music, however, it so happens 
that all three name bands are doing 
terrif. Including Casa Loma here, 
featuring Kenny Sargent and ‘Pee 
Wee’ Hunt with their vocal inter- 
ludes, and the ice-show policy which 
has been a click all summer. 

For seasonal suggestion the Ice 
show was great stuff in the warm 
months and should prove equally as 
socko, considering the Henie and 
hockey influence, all winter. 

New roster, replacing Baptie and 
Lamb, previous headliners. is more 
on the lighter side, although the bal- 
let of four ice-cutters, youne femmes. 


do nicely with the technical figure | 
| 


skatin’. Pope and Frick are the 
“necialty team for the fancy ficura- 


tions, and Duke and Noble supply a | 


comecy punch with their eccentric 
coredyv. one as the pseudo-skatin« 
‘nstructor and the other as the punil. 
Tatter, in tux, takes amazing pratt- 
fate ond dizzy whirls. 

Withela diverting revue and a-ing 
the bullish biz it deserves. Abel. 





RAMONA’S LONDON CLICK 





liam Penn last winter, is back azain 
and looks set for another run. Sta- | 
bile’s made several changes since 
previous visit, and many improve- 
ments are noted. Maestro himself | 


| has a lot of class and he fits the room | 
ilike a glove, giving a variety of! 


London, Oct. 19. 
opening at Ciro’s (13) 
brought a capacity attendance and 
proved outstanding. 

Singer is in for one month. with 
options, and is a certain holdover. 


tamona’s 


rhythm moods and making ‘em all 
click. For vocalists, he has a cute 


small terrace on the outside has a| 
However, it} 


only | 


including supper, but Terrace | 
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CHEZ PAREE 


femme in Paula Kelly, with a sock J 

style, and Burt Shaw, who slaps eg te Oct. 18 

across the pash lyrics with a lot of | muenEO, Wet. 26. 

oomph. | Consistency is the mark of a’ chame 
There’s one point in the new set- | Pion, and on that basis the Chez 

up to consider, however. Stabile | tates still as champ. Other spots 


}may have their ups and downs of 
| trade, devending largely on their 


how the college crowd is going to; shows and the conventions in town. 


| But the Chez remains the consistent 
| big money-getter. No matter what 
inight it is, the room is always well 
; 

| loaded and, more times that not, the 
| ropes are up, 

| This didn’t just happen. And a 
|gander of this show, handed to the 
| public for a $2.50 minimum, reveals 


| the reason why the Chez is as it is 
| Much has been said of the Chez food 
|and service, but this time it’s the 
show. 


Program on the floor sets wu 
almost a perfect show revue fo: 
name talent, solid performance, ex- 
| ceptional production and musical ac- 
companiment. Back in the spot 
where he started, his bound-back 

\.0O years ago, Benny Fields is a 
magnet. Displays a keen sense of 
showmanship by avoiding old mate- 
rial and keeping his stuff fresh. 
Fields scored so solidly that this 
mob here was applauding long after 
the show end, and it took plenty of 
coaxing to get ’em to quit hend- 
smacking and shuffle out on the floor 
for dancing. 

If Fields is the old-time singer, 
Gracie Barrie is the new-time war- 
i bler, though with sufficient exveri- 
}ence to make her a solid, sure- 
hander with pops. Apperrance and 
| voice make a click for Miss Barrie. 
Could have staved longer, and had to 
encore twice to get away. 

On the dancing side the honors 
are garnered by Georges and Jalna, 
nifty, hivhly pleasing ballroom dance 
team. Three numbers, each one a 
bull’s-eye. Have evervthine§ that 
goes to make up a surefire ballroom 
pair. 

Other dancers are singles. T.ead- 
ine off the show is little Sunnv Rice, 
with tap stuff that is lost in this big 
room. Dolly Arden is more notice- 
able with her long-le¢ged »crobatic 
and control work. Rosita Royce is 
here with her dove dance, but the 
Chez keens her under wraps—rather 
wnsunl (for Miss Royce, not the 
Chez). Other theatre manoers and 
nitery onverators book Miss Rovce as 
a disrober. She is here as a produc- 
tion lead-off. 

Bird production number is *°n an- 
niause-getter throughout. with the 
brivtht-colored narrots ard the white 
cockatoos making a brilliant effect. 
Gals in the line turn out to be vretty 
“nod as animal trainers and hen- 
dlers. Onening and closing numbers 
were well nlanned and executed. 

Henry Busse and orchestra's nlev- 
ine of the show is fine. RFesices 
building un excellent mucical back- 
eround for nerformers. Bisse stons 
fram his nodium later to clown with 
Fields. Weader is a noturcl comic, 
who is funny without strivine 

Gold. 


LITTLE OLD N. Y. 


Number Three among the ‘mem- 
ories’ places, Dan Christie's, unlike 
the other two, Bill’s Gay 90's and 
Jimmy Dwyer’s, is actually situated 
in the old N. Y. atmosphere of east 
14th st. For that reason it may find 
the going a little tougher than its 
Broadway counterparts. Nabe still 
draws a few tourists and combined 
with the proximity of early closing 
Luchow’s (straight eatery and drink- 
ery) and speedy subway connection 
to Times Sq. might help among 
the younger crowd looking for a 
gander at pappy’s onetime entertain- 
ment and for the old out to recap- 
ture a memory. 

Swinging doors, suspended tandem, 
Al Davis’ collection of old lithos, 
prints and song sheets, gas lighting, 
general period decoration and the 
old timer entertainment supply the 
superficial yesteryear atmosphere 
of a one-flight-up nitery. Prices are 
average present day nocturnal di- 
vertissment. 

Combination of young line girls with 
the old timers breaks un what might 
become a little monotonous. Num- 
bers are all in current tempo al- 
though occasionally clothed in ‘80's 
rags. One winds up in a peel down 
to briefies. ‘Nice looking and shapely 
for most part are the eight routined 
and well-rehearsed kids. 

Main entertainment facets are 
Nick La Rocea’s Original Dixieland 
Jazz Band (with four ringers), 
singer-composer Joe Howerd and ac- 
companist Arthur Behim:; Eddie 
Leonard, Lea Barbari, femin-e singer; 
and Bob Millikin, m.c. Tatin Miss 
Rarbari excels in ‘O Maric’ and 
should avoid others for bect recite. 

Eddie Leonard, now in !:i« s xties, 
| contributed his famous ‘ida’ with 
|} eye maneuvers and harancred by a 














| cold. Considering his years and 
| disadvantage, the re:for:n:ance was 
stood and was we'll reecived. Joe 
Howard's repertoire of kis own 
songs is justifiably hichlichted in 


the enening show. Ircivde; ‘Wonder 
Who’s Kissing Mer Nov’ ard he re- 
erent ‘Meet You At the Werld’s Foir.’ 
|Both Howard and Losnavd are 
alumni of Bil Hardw’s Gay 05’ 


| Preckers, rencrisdiy C' her 
Sullivan, Jncal natities! licht ns 
taken over the entire buildin’ which 
helno~ -nt down the nut. Sh ‘ 
reputedly costin’ more 1 e1 ang 
i kiv. evervthine tuded, so it's 
Pyvbodv's sue whether « not 
! Union Sq. can be revived, Hurl 
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Direct Chrysler Plug Makes Keith's, 


el 9 catering to a revue this month, these 
. ‘in search of their beloved acrobatics : 7 - . 
j . |are the Three Swifts in their famil- 
Indpls., Sound Like a Comm] Show | must turn to the Wintergarten. The iar, but alwava sustaining jussting 





Indianapolis, Oct. 15. 
Either the manager of Keith's is 
getting a discount on a new Chrysler 
or else the headlined act is having 
its salary paid by a dealer here. As 
an ‘encore,’ at the close of his regu- 


lar act, the stage headliner makes a | 
new | 
price, | 


direct 150-word plug of the 
Chrysler, stating in full its 
dealer’s name and address, and sell- 
ing points. He even invites the audi- 
ence to inspect and ride in a demon- 
strator which is parked at the curb 
in front of the theatre. 


This was the ‘encore’ by Billie 


Vallie, the show’s headlined act, who 


is advertised as Al Jolson’s original 
‘Sonny Boy,’ disregarding 
Lee’s claim to that billing. Vallie is 
dressed in a Fauntleroy type of suit, 
wears a high hat, and needs a hair- 
cut. 


listing his own accomplishments. He | 
closes by singing ‘Sonny Boy,’ and | 
His | 


then exits to mild applause. 
auto sales talk is a forced encore. 

Surrounding bill is 
Roberta Roberts, a girl singer who 


makes a nice appearance, but is 
lacking in voice. Fairish five-girl 
saxophone ensemble, Harry Wai- 


man’s Saxonettes, follow by doing 
half of their act here and the rest 
dewn farther on the bill. Burton 
and King do an_ undistinguished 
tango after the auto sales plug. Next 
comes Ji Mas, magician, who manip- 
ulates cards and lighted cigarets in 
“the usual manner. 
comprise the comedy talking act 
done by Emily Darrell in the next- 
to-shut-spot, and the bill is closed 
by the Harris Bros. with comedy 
acrobatics. Waiman acts as m.c. and 
does a violin solo in one spot. His 
girls, when not doing their act, sit 
on the stage to augment the house 
band. 

Pic is ‘Love Takes Flight’ (GN) 
and the house had plenty of empty 
seats at the second show Friday eve- 
ning (15). Kiley. 


CAPITOL, WASH 


Washington, Oct. 17. 
No line of girls and no particular 
emphasis on production this week, 
but routing George Beatty through 


the bill as an impromptu emcee pro- | 


vides the informal touch the house 
has been working up very satisfac- 
torily of late. Breaking up Beatty’s 
turn leaves only three acts as such 
and with the overture skipped due 
to the length ot the pic, it’s one of 
the smallest programs house has run 
in weeks, although audiences and 
crix are giving it a nice reception. 

Opens without announcement to 
find Five Elgins tossing plates and 
then going into hat-changing rou- 
tine. Three men and the two gals 
are in evening dress, but make no 
attempt at swank smoothness. Just 
a gang of people having a lot of fun 
throwing things around and letting 
the customers enjoy it, too. Wind up 
the act-proper, which is done in 
three, with four-cornered exchange 
of Indian clubs and step in front of 
travelers to encore with fast ex- 
hanges along each other’s ears with 
entire troupe in line, 


Beatty bounces out on the ramp in 
front of the pit to finger the felt 
hat, lay a few stories on the line and 
introduce Texas Jim Lewis and Five 
Lone Star Cowboys, who stride out 
in front of a painted scenedrop in 
their flashy black and silver cowboy 
regalia. Jim does the talking, be- 
ginning with a heavy prairie accent, 
but letting up as the act progresses. 
Open with 
Mule,’ 
follow with guitarist’s baritone yodel 
of ‘Home ‘on the Range,’ which is 
better, and hit their stride with 
swingy handling of ‘Old Cowhand.’ 
Smokey Joe slips into the wings to 
return with a banjo and tear off 
‘Tiger Rag,’ which brings in the pit 
band to clinch. Then it’ Jim with 
nis hoot-nanny. washboard equipped 


with horns, bells and blank cartridge 


to finish with a wallop. Encore is 
‘Climbing Up the Golden Stairs’ 
with now-standard marching finish. 
Nobody believed they were cowboys, 
but house accorded ’em big reception 
as smooth instrumentalists who war- 


ble tunes and wear handsome cos- | 


tumes. 


Beatty out on ramp again to spin 
more gags and go into a burlesque 
of Nelson Eddy singing ‘Ah, Sweet 
Mystery of Life’ on a radio program 
a year from now, interpolating ad- 
vertising plugs at the end of every 
line. Singing is pretty terrible, but 
the cracks are delivered smartly and 
hit home. Finishes with drunken 
sailor pantomime, using cigaret roll- 
ing business, which leads into warble 
of ‘A Tattooed Woman Captivated 
Me’ in the same character. Gets off 
at peak of performance by turning 
emcee again to build-up Dorothy 
Stone as Fred’s daughter and 


“horles Collins as star as ‘Dancing | 


Pirate.’ 


l’>'r appear through rear entrance 


of s mole drapes-and-floor lamps set 
to open with eccentric tap, broken 


+ 


Davey 
In the trey spot he sings a| 


number and then does a long talk | 


opened by | 


Mangled words | 


‘Riding a Humpbacked | 
which gets mild reception, 





| 

| with Collins’ vocalizing of ‘Looks 
' Like I’m in Love Again.’ Miss Stone 
|is off to change her gown and Col- 


‘lins does a spectacular ballet tap. 


|Miss Stone then takes stage to 
jscore nicely with ‘Ten  o’Clock 
Town,” standing well back from the 


| mike to make the most of her musi- 
cal comedy technique. Collins gets 
back to make the second chorus a 
duet, which leads perfectly into ball- 
room waltz done to fiddles and sub- 
dued lights, Miss Stone yawning at 
finish and being carried off 
iby Collins amid top applause of 
|show. Both back for an Astaire- 
Rogers tap that makes the requisite 
flash finish, but can’t top the waltz. 
| Act is class throughout, but is served 
in the pop manner and holds from 
| start to curtain. 

Pic is ‘High, Wide and Handsome’ 
(Par), and biz good. Craig. 


| 
| 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 17. 

With ‘Big Apple’ terpers at both 
Fay’s and the Shubert last week, the 
|Earle nevertheless takes advantage 
|of the present mania to ring in an- 
| other crew of the hoof-flingers on its 
| stage show this stanza. And it cer- 
|tainly has something. They’re sup- 
| ponsedly the original B.A.’s from the 
| University of North Carolina. But 
| whether original or not, they’re ac- 
| tually college kids, fresh as green 
| paint and sockaroo, 
Competing for hand-patter with 
|Happy Felton’s Band and Mary 
| Brian in a p.a., both of whom do 
swell work, youngsters bring down 





| Strongest and sweetest music to a 
| manager’s ears heard at the Earle in 
weeks. 


To begin with, the 10 boys and | 


garls are mighty fine lookers with 
real personality. Add to that they’re 
all dressed in most approved ultra- 
collegiate fashion, which makes for 
color and plenty showmanly appear- 
ance. But to top it off the kids can 
dance. Full of the old vim and 
vigor, they put everything and more: 
into the ‘Big Apple.’ And then they 
toss in some _ collegiate ballroom 
work by solo couples that would 
have a bunch of high-priced duos 
eating grass. 

Mary Brian does an unusual p.a. 
|turn. It’s strictly tapping. Works 
| through her entire act with a cou- 
|pla pretty good nitery hoofers, The 
Two Jacks. Although they out- 
shine her footwork, she’s pretty 
| handy with the clogs and goes over 
|neatly. Much of this is due, of 
|course, to a nifty smile and engag- 
|ing manner. Off the boards for a 
;year and a half, she exhibs a lot 
more personality than presence. 


Makes an error in not saying a few 
words to the aud when she comes 
on. Tries to ai the finish of her 
turn, but finds herself so breathless 
from the gam-slinging she isn’t able 
|to get much~out. Also unusual is 
| ee deliberate sitting down in mid- 
| 











die of the act and changing her 


|shoes in an embarrassing sort of mo- | 


;ment. Reason for the switch in bro- 
| fans may be apparent to a hoofer, 
| but causes some wonderment to the 
house. 


Happy Felton’s crew of 13 shows 
the reason for its quick drive to the 
upper bracket of nitery bands. First 
off, the combination of instruments 


to present hot arias in a refined sort 
of way. And Felton himself has the 





jant, jolly sort of guy and has an easy 
| presence with swift patter. 
Wisely using lots of novelties 
opens with his 
|cocktail number, in which he in- 
| tros all men in the band as though 
| they were ingredients going into the 
|shaker. Later hits into ‘Allecheny 
Al’ and a somewhat surprising piece 
|for the Earle, a number about the 


|Dassing of the old cabbies called ‘A | 


| Horse with a Hansom Behind.’ 


Felton pipes ali the novelties him- 
| Self, assisted by five men from the 
|band. Has a pleasant voice for this 
type of chirping and puts ’em over 
| with plenty of oompah. Cabby num- 
| ber, in which bandsmen swing buggy 
| Whips and wear mustaches that keep 
falling off, draws applause. 

Orch’s sole weakness—and weak- 
{ness of the whole show, as a result— 
'is a lack of strong chirpers 
straight and romantic 
| Marilyn Maynard and Ken Nealy are 
carried for this assignment, but both 
| are lightweights. Seem to lack the 


| spark, especially wnen heard imme- | 


diately after Felton, who’s so full of 
flame. Armand Camgros, one of the 
“acne also solos, but shows lit- 
tle. 

Rounding out the bill is ‘Fred Sy1]- 
vester and His Nephews.’ This is a 
sock act of a guy tossing around 
three midgets. It’s showmanly and 
Sylvester really does some swell 
ieats, tossing in plenty of pantomime 
comedy. 

Opening day biz was strong when 
caught at early show. Pic is ‘This 
| Way, Please’ (Par). Herb. 


asleep | 


the curtain on the show with the | 


}and arrangements makes for ability | 


natural attributes in being fat, pleas- | 


he | 
standard musical | 


for | 
numbers. | 


| WINTERGARTEN 


Berlin, Oct. 10. 


| 
| 


result is that this 


thriving. 


ing basketball on bicycles. 
long, and just one of those things to 
fill in while the folks fumble for 
their seats. The clowns, Kuckartz 
and Co., are so unfunny as to be 
downright painful. This bad deucer 
| makes it plenty tough for the follow- 
up, the Three Marvels, but they soon 
manage to rouse the aud out of 
slough of despair. Working on pyra- 
mided tables, they not only descend 
from one to the other, taking hand- 
| stands on the jump, but go this slick 
|trick one better by mounting the 
|tables backwards, with full weight 
l'on both palmerinos. They’ve 
i|classy stunts done in hot tempo 
| trimmed with hoke. The English 
| duo, Manley and Austin, follow with 
| knockabout acrobatics. They take 
|some pretty brodies 
themselves right into favor. 
| Austin’s sock closer is a fiddle solo 


|doene perched on her _partner’s 
sconce. They won plenty of merited | 
| applause. 

Marvelli, one of Germany’s out- 


| standing magicians, specializes in the 
| burning cigarette stunt. 
|another is stamped out, while an 
| unending supply keeps popping out 
from mouth and fish-flaps. In the 


next spot is South China, strong on | 
A head-to-head stand, | 


| contortion. 
| with both guys in the double-up 
| squat, draws lusty applause. But the 
| cheer puller is a reclining man who, 
| balancing another in his hands and 
yet another on his feet, does a com- 
| plete turn, getting back to original 
| posish with both partners still stand- 
ling pretty. Oscar Albrecht follows. 
|Though billed as a humorist, the 
| laughs are few and far between. His 
| single, however, is surefire, as his 
fodder is gleaned from the political 
iharvest. The times being ripe for 


'this to go down easily, he did okay. | 


At the close of his Italy-Germany 
'rah-rah number, Gloria Grant, 
American singer, is discovered atop 
piano, where she warbles ‘Will You 
|Remember,’ and then disappears. 
|The first half is closed by Micaela 
| Busch of the w.k. circus family. She 
| dresses well, has gorgeous steeds, 
| only her high school exhibish is 
| much too long. But she’s a fav here, 
/and the payees didn’t seem to mind. 


Miss Grant opens the second stanza 
two straight solos, ‘Indian 
| Love Call’ and an aria from ‘Tosca.’ 
|'The middle voice is shaky, but her 


‘high notes are lulus and brought her | 


| back for an encore. Then comes 
|Gina Ginotti. who does splits with 
|all their variations and handsprings 
| while holding one foot to the back 
| of her head. Youth, skill and the 
|ease with which she works win her 
|some healthy palm patting. In fol- 
| low-up is the London Ballet, doing 
/an h.o. from last month. The girls 
| have nothing new on their program, 
| but click just as well as the last time 
caught. 

Valnohas, who opened, are billed 
|in the closing spot as the Five Slata- 
|nachs, They offer some nifty bike 
| tricks. specializing on the uni, their 
| toonotcher being when the girl 
‘stands with head on that of her 
| bartner while he frisks around on 
|a high one-wheeled bike. 

A news reel of the Duce’s visit 
| here closes. Good lensing. 


BOSTON 


Boston, Oct. 15. 


| All attention focused on the vaude 
|debut of Ann Corio, graduating from 


| Scio tT aN 
| KEITH’S, 


|the burley circuit and showing off 


‘her highly publicized torso to the | 


| Keith clientele who know nudity 
when they see it and frown when 


they don’t. 


eyed in her first number, coyly 
labeled by one writer a ‘dramatic 
|strip tease. Johnny Perkins, m.c. 
for the show, represents himself as 
| Corio’s manager, and tries to satisfy 
|three newspaper cameramen (The 
| Three Swifis, doubling) who de- 
imand fleshy — 
| Obligingly peeling off a dazzling 
;red and gold negligee, the stripper 
gives ’em an eyeful. First camera- 
| man gives Perkins a cigar. Second 
|}cameraman asks for a more reveal- 
ing pose, and gets his wish. Perkins 
| gets a cigar. 
|} paper wants somthing real hot, and 
the final peel-off unveils the cele- 
brated bosom in burley-blackout. 
Idea is ok, but the sketch worked 
without a boudoir set and other 
scenic enhancements lacks finesse. 
Next skit is a 


|from behind by soft blue. This, in 
contrast to the opening scene, is far 
|more effective and artistic. When 
ithe lights go up Miss Corio is 
|dressed in widow's peek-a-boo weeds 
and she winds up her three-part act 
with the sad lament about ‘Mr. 
| Striptease Is Dead.’ with a New 
York Minsky-Moss 
viously aired by -her at the Anollb. 


Done in the ultra-burlesque whin- | 


ing whimper manner, this lengthy 
wail was yanked after the opening 
'show and another number, more 
uitable for the occasion. substituted, 

There: is no auestion that Miss 
'Corio has a plate ‘in production 


With Berlin’s other big vaude house 


Bill opens with the Valnohas play- | 
It’s too | 


got | 


and wallop | 
Mics | 


One after | 


Miss Corio soon had them goggle- | 


Third lensman says his | 


reverse-English: | 
| Corio dressing on stage, in silhouette | 
| against a transparent mirror lighted | 


lyric and pre- | 


\vaudeville, nor is there any doubt 
that all possibilities for presenting 
her in the most effective way were 
;}exhausted here. In addition to Per- 
|kins and his familiar cargo of gags, 


| doing his usual good m.c. job, there 


emporium is | 


‘turn. Boys are standouts on the cur- 
l rent bill, as are Holland and Hart, 
ballroom team, appearing in the 
finale production number with the 
| 24 Manhattan Steppers, house line. 
|! Edna Janis is featured early in the 
|show in solo taps and holds atten- 
ition. Ruth Petty, working with Per- 
| kins, vocals four hot numbers of 
| which ‘Rhythm for Sale’ is the best. 
Les Golden vocals ‘Military Man’ 
from the pit to finish off the over- 
ture by Eddie Rosenwald and the 


house band, and to set the theme for | 


the opening military routine by the 
line. French maid number, with the 


girls leg-waving from boudoir 
benches is effective, and sets the 
|scene for Miss Corio, who later 


perches in a giant champagne glass, | 


'in the finale fan line routine called 
|‘Rhapsody in White.’ ‘Fit for a King’ 
(RKO) on the screen. Fox. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 16. 
Mal Hallett and band, playing this 
town for the first time, hold down 
ithe lion’s share of this 
with 20 minutes of the 60 minutes 
running time taken by extra acts 
booked in by the house. Open with 


a band number consisting of a med- 
ley of hot oldtime tunes, with band 
members stepping down to be intro- 
duced for hot breaks. Drummer is 
then spotted for a specialty that is 
too long to be so near opening. 


Hallett brings on his femme vocal- 
ist, Teddy Grace, who has a torch 
| delivery and sings a new song called 
| Dispossessed by You.’ She has a 
| pleasing voice but her delivery is a 
|bit too drab for the theatre. Fol- 
|lowed by a special arrangement of 
‘I Got Rhythm,’ done by Frank 
| Carle, pianist with the orch. This 
| number is one of the bright spots 
of the show, with fast fingering, 
rousing the audience to enthusiastic 
applause for the first time. 


Act is spotted in next with five 
minutes taken up by Paul Kirkland 
& Co. The ‘company’ is a femme 
who brings on the ladder with which 
Kirkland does a single trick. He 
| mounts to the top, balancing him- 
self the while, sits there a moment, 
then descends. He juggles a paper 
cone comically for a finish. Act 
seems out-of place in a band show. 


Band then does a swing arrange- 
ment of ‘Goona Goo,’ featuring hot 
choruses by the clarinet and saxa- 
phone, and winds up with Teddy 
Grace reappearing to do the vocal. 
Jerry Perkins, 17-year-old tenor vo- 
| calist with the outfit, goes over well 
| with his rendition of two pop songs, 
‘Gypsy Tea Room,’ during which he 
has the assistance of a male chorus 
composed of band members, and 
‘Where Are You?’ 
was brought back to do an honest 
encore of ‘Just Too Marvelous.’ 


Comedy business goes on through- 
out the show between Joe Cabonara, 
bass fiddler, and Hallett. Rotund 
fiddler holds down a spot of his own 
following Perkins, by doing a hot 
rendition of ‘Nola,’ which is all to 
the good. A comedy vocal version 
, of ‘O Solo Mio’ isn’t so forte. 

Billed as the ‘Harlem Maniacs,’ the 

next act turns out to be the familiar 
team of Harris and Howell, who take 
up 15 minutes of the running time. 
Two Negroes get a lot of their com- 
edy from false starts at the piano as 
the other tries to sing, then they 
| settle down to some nifty vocalizing 
| by Howell to his own uke accom- 
paniment, then follows with violin 
specialty. Third member comes on 
| for more comedy, and doubles with 
|a fast tap dance. 
Stage show is billed over pic, 
| Danger, Love at Work’ (20th), in 
| ads, which is probably a mistake, as 
| pic is getting all the comment here 
and band is not so well known. 

First show Friday night biz was 
|only fair. Kiley. 








PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 16. 


First of three consecutive stage 
| band bookings got under way today, 
with Hal Kemp orch and supporting 
talent getting the opening break. 
Combo is making its first stage ap- 
pearance in the west and the open- 
ing performance warranted the pre- 


sumption the outfit will click for | 
solid returns during its one week | 
sojourn. 


In addition to the band renditions, 
specialties are offered by Maxine 
Gray, blues warbler, and Bob Allen, 
| baritone, as well 
|Skinny Ennis and Saxie Dowell, 
saxophonist with the combo. Oren 
numbers are diversified and novel, 
boys are all talented musicians and 
unit stacks up as worthwhile enter- 
tainment. 

Booking is adjunct to the first 
showing at this house of a Radio pic- 
ture. ‘Music For Madame,’ made pos- 
| sible through congestion of product 
| at the RKO Hillstreet and Pantages, 


/regular first run outlets.for Radio | 


| picts. 


Paramount News and Oswald 
cartoon complete the screen chow. 
Edwa. 


_ 


week’s bill, | 


Show caught he} 


as by Drummer | 


——— 
—= 


STATE, N. Y. 

Joe Lewis is this week’s stage 
name and master of ceremonies. He 
is in here after a nitery engagement 
at the Frolics four blocks up Broad. 
way, but it’s a vaude repeat for him. 
Lewis was here three months ago 
when Louis Sobol, columnist, was 
headlining the show. He is per- 
haps better known on the Coast and 
in Chicago, but having played the 
State before, as weil as the Frolics 
since then, his draught should be 
building. 

Lewis is a good entertainer with a 
capable material writer serving him, 





| unless he’s it. Caught here open- 
jing night (Thurs.), the show was 
}running long and late (80 


mins.) 
|due largely to the fact Lewis was 
giving himself plenty to do all over 
the show. He was on for abdout 30 
minutes at the early evening per- 
formance Thursday night but hold- 
ing his own all that distance. 

In his own spot (next to closing) 
he stuck it out for 14 minutes but 
got a little slow during the sess‘on 
in which he good-naturedly ribs and 
{imitates Ted Lewis, Harry Richman 
|and Lawrence Tibbett. Gives this 
special material too much detail and 
attention. Bit about the tailor who 
made his pants too long and the 
| parody on ‘Merry-Go-Round Broke 
| Down’ are both surefire, as are 
monolog sessions and bits with other 
| acts at various points on the bill. 
| 


Lewis opens, doing seven minutes 
of talk that sells well, giving way 
to Variety Gambols, a seven-people 
dancing acrobatic act that suits 
though circusey, then reappearing 
again ahead of Joe and Jane Mc- 
Kenna, McKennas, around for some- 
time, are brother-and-sister comedy 
slapstick turn in which Jane takes 
the most of some heavy punishment. 
Being kicked on the posterior by Joe 
and otherwise abused may not be 
what Willie Hays would like to see 
on the screen, but in here it’s what 
they want, act being a hit. 

Wini Shaw, doubling from Mar- 
den’s Riviera across the Hudson, is 
doing five songs besides a gag bit 
with Lewis. Her numbers are 
varied and well done, best being 
‘Sweet Leilani’ and ‘Lady in Red.’ 
Went over strong Thursday night, 
but not sensationally. 

Closer is the Harris-Claire-Shan- 
non flash, which carries the vocal 
team of Houston and Harden. In- 
tact as a flash for several years, the 
act features classical waltz and other 
trio dances with the man, by clever 
timing and routining, dancing with 
the two girls at the same time and 
not neglecting either. Houston- 
Harden voices backgrounding are 
better trained than most. This is a 
tastefully staged and costumed of- 
fering that’s suitable for niteries. 

Feature,.“‘Double or Nothing’ (Par), 
reviewed by Variety in issue of 
Aug. 18. Char. 


| 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 16. 

Lots of show currently for the 
annual house-produced ‘State-Lake 
Follies’ and plenty of bulk for the 
customers of this theatre. There are 
24 girls in the line instead of the 
usual 12, plus eight show girls with 
more or less costuming than is usual 
for the spot. It’s a good unit for the 
house, and that’s the only thing that 
really matters, though the show lacks 
solid comedy. ' 

Among the heavy production num- 
bers are scattered some _ standard 
acts. They are hidden under bushel 
baskets, however, and it is surpris- 
ing to find them there. Out of the 
prdouction background, for instance, 
suddenly pops Ruthie Barnes with 
her excellent tap routines. Little 
red-headed gal has plenty of rhythm 
| in her toes and gets the most out of 
|’em. Has a fine, clean style of work- 
ing that sells her stuff. Costumed 
excellently, also. Only item which 
detracts slightly is Miss Barnes’ over- 
emphasized bent-back manner of 
hocting. She's leaning over a bit too 
far. Straightening up somewhat 
would appear more graceful. 

Reis and Dunn. on late in the show 
with the narrative songs, fit in like a 
glove for this type of audience. 


Robins Sisters are on early with 
their impersonations, the big items 
still being Garbo and West. Avis 


Kent is in the opening production 
number with an acrobatic number. 

Paul Robinson is a hard-working 
harmonica tootler, and gets plenty of 
audience effect out of his trick of 
continually changing harmonicas 
| during one long number. 

There's plenty of solid promise in 
Fritz and Cahill. They ‘come forward 
with a genuine comedy idea in ec- 
centric dancing and hoofing. These 
two boys have something that looks 
capable of developing into a real 
litem. They have an excellent flair 
| for comedy. and never tire by insist- 
ling on their tricks. Look surefire. 
They should. however, get a dfferent 
| wardrobe. Those drab tux get-ups 
are much too shoddy for a bright 
comedy dance act. 
| Couple of blackouts in the show 
|for ‘revue’ effect: also a ‘ain't Chi- 
cago wonderful’ number for the clos- 
ing, with Pally Cliff doing a sogsy 
job of m.c.’ing the praise number. 
| Business good at the last show Fri- 
| day with the-picture being ‘Think 
| Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th). Gold. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


One of those weeks when the 
headliner of the Par’s rising-pit show 
is a good, b.o.-baiting femme singer, 
with the visiting band billed beneath. 
As a show it is slightly under aver- 
age for the house. Pic, ‘Souls at 
Sea‘ (reviewed im VAriery Aug. 11), 
overshadows the flesh frolic on the 
marquee and as a patron iure. 


Jane Froman is the _ top-billed 
singer, and turns in a socko act. Sul- 
try soprano with the largess of good 
looks hypoed her draw by her ex- 
cellent work on the summer show 
for Jello over NBC, and has never 
shown better form than now. Her 
saleswomanship is superb and, com- 
ing on near the windup of the 48- 
min show, supplies the necessary 
kick to the bill. 

Band is that vet aggregation of 
Benny Meroff’s. Cramped quarters 
of the apron, where band is com- 
pressed, hamper the activities of the 
outfit some. And the turn is not of 
the customary Meroff duration. How- 
ever, boys being really a stage band, 
their bag of tricks works much of 
the time. Trombonist Jackie Mar- 
shall, one of the funniest playing 
musicians in the biz, gets in some 
walloping moments with his zany, 


burst-brain comedy; Meroff slips in | 


some jabs for the same cause. 

Orch displays its usual sagacity in 
offering the lookers-on as much 
sight show as possible, and stepping 
airily around the moments of seri- 
ous playing. Two young shag danc- 
ers, Gallagher and Innefosgy, exhi- 


bitionists at Arthur Murray’s lIcarn- | 


to-leg institute, give a short routine 


that can be seen at any high school | 


dance, and wonder is aroused at why 
this booking. 

Only other specialty turn is Lewis 
and Van, rhythm tappers. Boys’ 
stuff is only fairish, hampered by the 
fact that they are clinging to rather 
dated styles of unison and challenve 
hoofing. Their stenping on the small 
steirs isn’t particularly good, either. 

At the last performance Friday 
night biz had some blossom on it. 
Was an eye-strain to seoarch out ‘tvo- 
together’ on the lower level. Bert. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Undoubtedly the most sweeping 
and graphic scenes from the Chi- 
nese-Japanese theatre of war so far 
dominate the Embassy screen this 
week. Universal, Paramount, Fox 
and Metro supply fully 20 minutes 
of supercharged atmosphere, with 
only the football contests at the tag- 
end approaching them in space or 
interest. Newsreels scored a beat 
on N. Y. dailies by hitting the screen 
36 to 48 hours ahead of photographs 
which first appeared Saturday (16). 
And then they were blow-ups from 
newsreel clips. 

It’s a toss-up as to best coverage, 
with alert, daring cameramen from 
four companies all doing bang-up 
job. Leads off with U newsreel, run- 
ning for 8 minutes and thereby giv- 
ing it a break on footage. George 
Krainukov is credited by Universal 
for photographing all scenes, one 
view illustrating his close proximity 
to the scene of action. Paramount 
does the same with Arthur Menken; 
also spotting him next to actual 
fireworks. Fox gives fleeting credit 
to two photographers. 

Most sensational shot was that 
caught by all four of a Japanese 
bomber brought plummeting to earth 
by Chinese anti-aircraft. Metro’s 
close-up and steady lens-following 
topped others. Bombing at Shang- 
hai, Nanking, Chapei and warfare 
about Woosung and Soochow, arrival 
of U. S. marines, damage done to 
troop train, destruction wrought by 
bombing of Nanking Central hos- 
pital despite giant Red Cross sign, 
troop movements on _ both sides, 
crowds rushing to bomb-proof cel- 
lars, fleeing refugees, captured Japa- 
nese aviators in their underwear 
and closeups of leaders on _ both 
sides are among the more vivid 
views. U’s cameraman was close 
enough to grab a building being 
blown to atoms by aerial bomb, with 
the blast filling the full screen. Four 
newsreels try to give unbiased pic- 
torial and narration handling of the 
conflict, but in view of the Japanese 
aggression on the Chinese hospital 
(shown plainly marked) it’s not so 
good for Nipponese goodwill. Both 
Metro and Universal had the Japa- 
nese prisoners lined up- in their 
undies. 

Most exciting ridiron plays were 
captured by Pathe News camera in 
the Cornell-Princeton game, with 
Clem McCarthy doing spieling. Pow- 
erhouse backfield of Cornell and 
fancy lateral passes give the thrills. 
Reel also did colorful job on Army- 
Columbia game. Fox covered Ohio 
State- Southern California and Yale 
vs. Penn, latter holding most inter- 
est because of Clint Frank’s all- 
round play. 

Embassy’s own special on the 
Pitt-Fordham game was a poor job 
on the commentary, with an un- 
trained,-high-pitched voice recount- 
ing the action in the same monoto- 
nous language and lack-lustreness. 
Furthermore, after heralding Pitt's 
Marshall Goldberg’s touchdown, the 
reel shows and records the audience 
catcalling when a penalty on Pitt 
nullified the reverse-around-end 
score, and set the Panthers back five 
yards for offside. However, the Emb 
spieler makes no mention of this, 
and later casually observes that both 
teams again played a scoreless tie, 





leaving the auditor wondering what. 


happened to that touchdown just 
previously anneunced, Camera was 
clear but some of the angles n.s.g. 
President's fireside chat, as done 
by Pathe, consists of bits from his 
speech and closeup of Roosevelt. 
Same newsreel covers the ‘Neutral- 
ity’ question, with both sides repre- 
sented by dull speeches. Paramount 
had superb treatment of American 
Legion deiegations in Paris, in Rome 
and at the dedication of the memorial 
to Pershing at Versailles. Fox Mo- 
vietone obtained a closeup of Vit- 
torio Mussolini back in the east after 
his Hollywood trek, with an _ in- 
formal interview regarding filmdom 
and its girls good for a spontaneous 
chuckle. Same reel displays styles 
in femme dinner clothes and jack- 
ets. Lew Lahr is above par with his 
| droll comment on a rough rassling 
;match and his dialectical cracks 
| about a leaping kangaroo being pur- 
sued by an auto racer. 
| New York’s rodeo (Fox), snow on 
| Mt. Washington, Vt. (Par), Duke of 
| Windsor in Paris (Fox), British 
racer at Bonneville, Utah (U) and 
Manhattan’s new super-highway on 
Riverside (Par) are more interesting 





topics from ordinary contributory 
material. 

‘Workshops of Old Mexico’ (RKO) 
also is on bill. ear. 


UTAH, SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 16. 

By Woodbury’s 13-piece band, laid 
| off for two weeks while special unit 
cleffers occupied the Utah stage, re- 
|turn this week to draw down im- 
portant assignments during a varsity 
show flesh bill, assisted by four 
other acts. However, it remains for 
the feature pic, ‘Life Begins in Col- 
lece,’ to be the magnet. Ritz freres 
boola-boola film was shown at a 
midnight preview Saturday (9) and 
drew a capacity house, mostly col- 
legians. 

Stage is uniquely decorated a la 
gridiron motif, with pennants of all 
Utah colleges displayed across the 
back drop, punctuated with painted 
footballs and school colors. Bands- 
men wear sweatshirts and football 
helmets and begin with a medley of 
college songs. 

Stage p.a. system has been im- 
proved since the tonal qualities em- 
anate throughout entire 1,830-seat 
house in an okay manner. Shirley 
Davis, local warbler, recently added 
to the band, sings “Sweet Varsity 
Sue,’ featured in picture with slight- 
ly altered lyrics to praise Utah 
schools. 

In the deuce spot are the Two 
Collegians, agile strong-armed acro- 
bats. Goodlooking youngsters with 
a pleasing stage appearance, their 
fare of standard balancing feats is 





appreciated. They finish with a 
whirlwind—turning double somer- 
saults with pirouette spins. Seem- 


ingly impossible, they perform the 
trick with grace and with show- 
manship. 

Mary Jensen, ex-Utah collegian, 
follows. Stude, introed by Wood- 
bury as having appeared in several 
Broadway productions and Holly- 
wood films as a song-dance man, at- 
tempts a fruitless ad lib session 
fronting a mike. Gags are punch- 
less. His tapping and singing boosts 
his stock moderately. Bows out 
after dancing on the ‘smallest stage 
in the world.’ 


Miss Roberta, blond foil for Gene 
Gory, hoke fiddler whose fingering, 
when he wishes, is stronger than his 
comedy antics, makes a hit as a 
strip-teaser. Gory utilizes a number 
of mild gags, but the dancer scores 
with her ‘Star’ routine. Violinist’s 
serious turn rates, especially his in- 
terpretation of services at the Paris 
Notre Dame cathedral. 


Clyde Hager’s pitchman act, which 
he has been spieling for nearly 20 
years, remains as the top applause 
garnerer of the bill. Gabbing some- 
what in a W. C. Fields tone, Hager 
calls upon such potent pitch bon 
mots as ‘Go way, you bother me,’ 
and ‘You say you're not satisfied,’ to 
lift ‘is act for a solid click. Uses 
two stooges, one a cop to move him 
along the stage, and the other is 
spotted in audience but steps on the 
stage when the cue comes. 

Woodbury’'s band takes up where 
they left off after the first band 
number, and pays tribute to Utah 
colleges in song, cheers and drill 
formations. Miss Davis has another 
solo turn cooing ‘Little Fraternity 
Pin’ in lush style. 

Two weeks vacation by regular 
house musicians apparently was 
utilized to advantage. Band. com- 
posed of home boys, has picked up 
several new routines. Joe Kirkham, 
hot cornetist, handles his stooge role 
for Woodbury in a nice manner. 
During finale, Kirkham is allowed to 
lead reed section of band and en- 
gages in a musical battle royal 
against remaining cleffers led by the 
emcee. Plenty of plugging at local 
schools of current attractions netted 
heavy turnstile activity during en- 
gagement. Guss. 


York and King’s Orph, 
Davenport, Vaude Date 


York and King closed in Chicago 
with ‘Show Is On’ Oct. 15 and en- 
tered upon a vaude tour in the mid- 
west. 

Opener was the Orpheum theatre, 
Davenport, Ia., Oct. 18. 




















STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 16. 


Canny Phil Spitalny has turned 
out one of those rare specimens in 
show business, an entertainment that 
stacks up just as well on the stage 
as it does on the air. If anything, 
it’s an even better lay-out since 
there’s something extremely eye- 
filling about 30-odd femmes terraced 
across the platform, all decked out 
alike and responding to the baton 
of one mere man. 

Opening gave some indication of 
the rating Spitalny’s ‘Hour of 
Charm’ on the’ networks has 
achieved. He’s been here in the past, 
several times, always doing well, if 
not spectacularly at the b.o. But 
this time house was jammed from 
top to bottom at getaway, and it 
certainly wasn’t Bobby Breen on the 
screen in ‘Make A Wish’ (RKO) that 
brought ’em in. 
too little here in the past to rate 
that credit. 

Aside from a= single 
actly what he does on the 
Lone addition is 
clever little hoofer who's snotted 
smartly midway and delivers a sock 
interlude in the succession of musi- 
cal and vocal specialties. Gal’s 
rapidly becoming one of the better 
tappers and with just a little less 
exertion would tatoo hardwood in 
bonafide Eleanor Powell style. 

Otherwise, however, the Spitalny 
routine remains as is, down through 
his glee club, the silken baritoning 
of the handsome Maxine, the slick 
novelty arrangements of the Three 
Little Words, the crackerjack so- 
pranoing of an unbilled dame in 
‘Johnny One Note,’ out front among 
the high spots of the Spitalny of- 
fering, and the violin octet, led by 
Esther, ‘Hour of Charm’s’ chief ar- 
ranger. It’s altogether a show of dis- 
viaction and class, run off with swift, 
sure-footed showmanship by the 
alert maestro. 

What Spitalny has done is to take 
..e Waring-Heidt formulas and apply 
them to a femme organization. It’s 
extremely effective and furthermore 
has the added virtue of novelty. Gal 
orks in the past have been that and 
no more. Spitalny has carried the 
idea through and he’s come up with 
money in the bani. 

There’s even comedy relief now, 


too. Something Spitalny’s past shows | 


have lacked. That’s looked 
chiefly by Three Little Words, who 
are first-rate light comediennes as 
well as expert vocalists. Biggest 
laughs come from ‘Merry-Go-Round 
Broke Down,’ which winds up with 
one of the’ fiddlers coming down 
front to do a chorus in Italian dialect 
that tumbled the house. 


Spitalny’s still using the same kind | 


of finish but with a new tune now. 
He used to wind up with a rousing 
‘Overture 1812,’ bringing up the 
house orch from the pit to combine 
with his own outfit in a blare of 
brass. That hasn’t been ckanged 


other than it’s currently Ravel (‘Bo- | 


lero’) instead of Tschaikowsky. 

_ Ropes were up at the break and 
indications were that continuation of 
pace would place biz right up among 
Stanley’s top brackets for band 
shows. Lots cf interest in Par news- 
reel this week showing actual bomb- 
ing of Nanking, with cartoon short 
only other item on bill, all in all, 
running pretty close to three hours. 

Cohen. 


PALOMAR, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Oct. 15. 

Despite the muttering and head 
shaking over vaude’s demise, this 
house continues to prove that there's 
life in the old dog yet and that peo- 
ple will still make a rush for the 
front seats when the stage lights 
flash on, 

Show reviewed was playing to a 
good-sized afternoon audience. Daisy 
and Violet Hilton. the Siamese sis- 
ters, head the bill, but a midget, 
Mickey Carroll, 
Hilton twins warble a couple of 
numbers, ‘Moonglow’ and ‘Sweet 
Lilani,” and are quizzed gon their 
nrivate life by m.c. Jerry Ross. They 
deliver well, but the part they play 
seems much shorter than on their 
last time through here. 


Mickey Carroll's tap dancing and 
imitations of Cab Calloway and Ted 
Lewis draw an encore that really 
cops applause—an imitation of Mae 
West. complete with dress, gestures 
and lingo, and topped by ‘Frankie 
and Johnny.’ Incidentally, Ross 
chats through the costume change 
interval, and well. 
straight. pleasant manner, and fits in 
with the acts without 
thrust himself on the audience. 

Show opens with Johnny Dove. 
roller-skating acrobat. Dove’s stuff. 
though not sensational, is good. and 
it warms the house, St. Claire, 
Eloane and Davis, two guys and a 
gal. follow. Act consists of singing 
and eccentric dancing. Picks up 
tempo toward the end, with the gal, 
a husky, flinging her smaller part- 
ners around. 

Ronie. Taro and Florens close the 
bill with superior acrobatic balanc- 
ing. Three of them (two guys and 
a gal again) heft themselves into in- 
tricate strong-arm formations. Added 
to the fact that they’re nice looking, 
well-built people, it makes nice 
watching. 

James Cagney on the screen in 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN) 
boosts the program. Trepp. 





3reen pix have done | 


addition, | 
Spitalny dishes out on the stage ex- | 
ether. | 
Dale Winthrop, a | 


after | 


cops first honors. | 


He m.c.’s in a} 


trying to| 


VD 


Unit Reviews 





BERIGAN ORCH. 


(HIPPODROME, BALTO) 
Baltimore, Oct. 17. 
Recognized in band circles 
[tab trumpeter of top rank, and es- 





tablished over the air, Bunny Beri- 
gan is now essaying a stage unit and 
as such has the makings of an en- 
tertaining outfit. With some inter- 
polated specialties, unit as caught 
here runs 44 minutes. 

Working in his own set, an at- 








| lit, Berigan fronts a 12-piece combo, 
|pitching in on the brass choruses 
‘and introducing the various 
| bers. Good opening by 
lorace Nichols and Dixie 
| ‘King and Queen of Shag,’ going to 
| town in hoicha style, starts doings 
nicely and sets spot for Gail Reese 
band’s femme vocalist, who gives out 
with ‘That Old Feeling’ and ‘Baby.’ 
Interpolation here by the theatre 
{of the winner of a recently con- 
ducted accordion contest, a_ stage- 
|scared youth who gives out with 
|‘Dark Eyes’ and an unnecessary en- 
| core, had tendency to slow matters 
lup, but Berigan takes hold quickly 
|with a version of ‘Frankie and 
Johnny,’ showing off the various 
j}members of his ensemble in special 
| choruses. 
the jamming a 


| 

| contribution would help the pace | 
considerably. 

| Arrangement of ‘Caravan’ next, 


very good and audibly greeted by 
customers. Femme hoofer then takes 
| hold for an okay interlude preceding 
|Berigan’s version of the ‘Prison 
| Sone’ in which he demonstrates his 
torrid trumpet giving out with some 
| hieh ones in the upper register. An- 
| other number, ‘I Want To Make 
| Rhythm,’ announced as recently re- 
corded, starting with vocal by Beri- 
gan and the femme and winding up 
in more trumpet stuff. 

Three Nonchalants, standard 
knockabout and hand balancing set. 
|}on here a solid sock spotted just 
|right. Comedy by the smallest mem- 
ber of the trio nicely handled and 








|very leit. uad has a geod comic 
sense which could be develoned. 
Complete rendition of Berigan’s 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
New and official list of names and 
| addresses of showfolk here in ac- 
tor’s colony corrected to date: 
At Will Rogers Hospital 
Sylvia Abbott, Thomas Abbott, 
Marie Bianchi, Marya Blake, Alfred 
Boerner, Theodore Bodwell, Fiiza- 
beth Bostwick, Robert W. Burke, 
Marion Cannon, Herbert R. Carlson, | 
Fifi Climas, Ethel Clouds, Harry | 
Davey, John DiGiovanni, Alfred De- 
Loraine, Eddie Dowd, John Edwards, 
Margie Elroy, Beatrice Fidler, Jack 
Flaum, Murray Friedman, Mildred 
Gardner, Harry Gordon, Morris 
yould, Jennie Grande, Marion 
Greene, Matthew Hill, Beatrice Lee, 
Edith Lemlich, John Louden, Peggy 
Marie McCarthy, Edward McGush- 
ion, Lucile McKay, Richard Moore, 
Dianna Morrison, Margaret Newell, 
Coro O'Connell, Ford Raymond, Mil- 
ton Reich, Martha Gill Rogow, Isa- 
belle Rook, Michael Schultz, James 
Seeley, Ben Shaffer, Garry Sid- 
| greaves, Brian Tracy. Mark Vance, 
Eddie ‘Vogt, Conway Washburn, Irv- 
(ing Wilbur, Henry Wunsch, Jules 








| Zwilling, Major Finnley, Garland 
| Smith. 
| Chris Hagedorn, Mrs. Eugene 


| Platzman, 28 Church st.; Russ Kelly, 
| 19 Broadway; Jimmy Cannon, North- 
| woods San, Harry and Charlie Bar- 
rett, 302 Broadway; Manny Lowy, 
Alavista Lodge; Hellen O'Reilly, 44 
Main st.; Katherine Keenan, North- 
woods San.; Alice Carman, 66 Lake 
| Flower ave.; Ray Ketchem, 39 Am- 
persand ave.; Lillian Mansfield, 110 
Main st.; Lester Sheehan, Merrill's 
Dorsey Terrace; Arthur Alverez, 
care of W.N.B.Z.; Claude Lawson, 
102 Lake Flower ave.; Happy Ben- 
way, 91 Broadway; Tony Anderson, 
|18 Main st.; George Anderson, 91 
| Broadway. . 





| As pre-mentioned in this column, 
| 2,000 


persons visited the Robert 
| Louis Stevenson Memorial during 


the year ending Oct. 1. Among those 
| registered were many from Japan, 
| Scotland, Ireland, England, France, 
| Australia and Canada. 

| Coming and going: Chlotida Rasche 
(Will Rogers Nurse) died...Dorothy 
Maj Montefusco, N.Y.C., here...Wm. 
| Headley, Wilmington, Del., ex-thea- 
tre man, here hunting...Bryce La- 
vign and his ork to Will Rogers, 
‘entertaining the inmates...Buella 
VanNortwick (Will Rogers) to Syra- 
| cuse to get welded...Major Finnley 
| new at the Will Rogers...Garland 
Smith, actor, hits here as a new 
}ozoner., .Isabelle Rook, entertainer, 





as a) 


tractive sunburst background nicely | 


num- |! 
band with | 
Roberts, | 


Okay stuff but some of | 
bit too drawn out. | 
Limiting each soloist to a minimum | 





theme closes doings to good returns, 
With some cutting down of the 
band stuff and bunching of Berigan’s 
trumpet contributions into one sock 
spot, this unit should make an en- 
| tertaining adjunct to any combo bill, 
Film here is ‘Breakfast For Two’ 
(RKO). Burm. 


LA VIE PAREE 


Sydney, Oct. 5. 





A. TB. Marcus revue unit p.esented by 
; Sir Ben Fuller, Sam Snider and George 
| Dean Produced by Jack Lester; dances 
by Leon Miller; music uner direction Al- 
vert Colemen: supervised by Be:ctrice Ma 
eus; dlalogue by Len M tre Sparky 
Kaye, Bobby Dyer; at Theatie Royal, Syd 
ney, W 


ith two dollars” top 


Bet'er staged and dre‘s:d produc- 
tion than previous oOffer:n:, Will 
take in pleniy at the b.o. and please 
the payees. 

Jack Lester has done a good stag- 
ing job, with one scene, a rainy day 
in New York standout and wowing 
the ou.front mob. Dressing is lavish, 
probably the best seen here in years. 
Ben McAtee scored with many 
clever ga’s. Leon Miller handles his 
dances well, and the gals are prov- 
ing quite a hit. Bob Dyer scored 
with his hill-b lly siuff. Harold Boyd 
and his J gsaws were also okay. 

Show carries a couple of semi- 
nude sequences, but these are handled 
minus suggesiiveness Police of- 
fic'als were in for the opening and 
one or two gags were w.thdrawn 
after huddles with the management. 

Unit has been here 10 weeks play- 
ing to top biz at $2 top. It’s been a 
remarkable run and A, B. Marcus 
should take out plenty. Office re- 
ports that takings since opening have 
averaged around $12,000 wcekly, and 
for here that’s a grand take. 

All in all ‘Paree’ is clicking enter- 
tainment and should do well in the 
other spots rou‘ed, Cast includes 
Sharon DeVries, Fid Gordon, Georre 
Schreck, Dorothy Oliver, Clymas 
Troupe, Tossing Belfords, Dancing 
Bernays, Art Stanley, Ha Cha San, 
Ruth Durrell, Sparky Kaye, Masson 
& Hinton Sisters, Les Sechrist, Lee - 
Mason, Bob White, Lilian McCoy, 
Chanov Trio, Dorothy Coudy, Al 
Ricker and Sylvia Lee. 


the air...Matthew Hill, likes it here, 
he’s a new Will Rogers arrival... 
Jimmy Quigley, ex-Boston-agent, 
here looking for a Buck-deer... 
|Conway Washburn, actor, trying a 
mess of Will Rogers ozone, new 
here...Johnny Highland to Mont- 
real, celebrating his 35th year on 
earth...Jimmy (Lamb) Marshall 
shot in here for a quick minor op, 
| then back to the Broadway noise. 

| Write to those that you know in 





| Saranac and elsewhere that are sick. 


Al Felshin Ban'crupt 


Alvin Felshin, theatrical manaver, 
unemployed, St. Moritz hotc’, I?. Y,, 
filed a voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy Friday (15) in N. Y. Federal 
Court, listing liabilities at $9,396 and. 
no assets. Among creditors are Sis- 
mund Levin, 1475 Broadway, $849, 
and the Broadway and 6lst St. Corp. 
$1,140. 

Felshin has had cafe connections, 
it’s reported, 


Buff Nitery Finally 


Wins License Fight 
Buffalo, Oct. 19. 

After three years’ litigation Phil 
Amigone has succeeded in establish- 
ing his right to sell liquor at his 
Chez Ami nitery, despite the pres- 
ence of the Calvary Presbyterian 
Church next door. Amigone was 
denied a license in 1935 by the ABC 
|Board. Ruling was reversed by the 
State Liquor Authority and subse- 
quently taken to the Appellate di- 
vision. 

Nitery proprietor again sought a 
license in 1936 on the ground that 
the Church was not used solely for 
religious purposes. His license, 
granted by the loca and State liquor 
authorities, was taken through the 
courts by the Church Trustees. 


By a decision last week, the Court 
of Appeals upheld Amigone’s claim 
that in cases where both the local 
and State liquor boards agree, the 
determiniations are not subject to 
review by the courts, 





BINES’ 3 GIRL LINES 


Dave Bines, line producer, concur- 
rently has three troupes of girls 
working in as many presentation 
shows in New England vaude houses, 

Spots using Bines-trained choruses 
are the RKO, Boston; Fay’s, Provi- 





jarrives at the Will Rogers to take 


dence; State, Hartford. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 20, 1937 











Variety Bills 


K (Oct. 25) 


THIS WEEK (Oct. 18) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week 














RKO 


Provincial 























! 
ALBANY CHICAGO | Week of Oct. 18 
Grand (22) Palace (22) 
Hollywood Rev | H’ wot Hotel Rev ABERDEEN Mary O’Hara 
’ (15) i Ray & Trent | Tivoli | Hartley & Miller 
Ted Lewis Bd Hector | Horace Goldin Co | Trevor Watkins 
BOSTON (15) |} Donoghue & R'ms’y | IPSWICH 
Boston (21) Fred Waring Ore | Crastonians } Ritz 
Evers & Dolores CLEVELAND | Cooke, Wells & H | Anona Winn 
Wini Shaw | Palace (22) | David Stone Taps & Tempo 
LaRue & Barnett | B'way Bd Wagon | Robby Dundas & P| Damzel & Boy. 
Cass, Mack & T | (15) ALDERSHOT KINGSTUN 
(One to fill) Edwards Sis Hippodrome Empire 
(14) Zephyrs | Billy Thorburn Bd | Caryll & Mundy 
Edna Janis Fats Waller Bd | Tracy & Dixey | Troise Mandoliers 
8 Swifts SCHENKCTADY | 4 Ascots | Mongadors 
* Ann Corio Proctor’s (21-23) | Slim Rhyder & Ptnr | Latasha & Laurence 
Ruth Petty Camera Capers Kingsley & Forde 3 Jokers 
Johnny Perkins TROY tex & Bex Harold Walden 
Holland & Hart Proctor’s (22-24) Toge David Poole 
Les Golden Louis Russell Bd Harum Scarum Gils | Austil & Arthur 
BARNSLEY Union 
Ritz Scott & Whaley 
| Billy Bennett Gaby Valle 
| Louise Co Issy Bonn 
oew | Hal Yates 3ennett & Williams 
J & H Anderson | 8 Stey Sis 
CARDIFF | MANC HESTER 
| Capitol | Palace 
NEW YORK CITY | Maj Bowes Rev Billy Cotton Bd Grip 4 : 
3 TAS IGTON CHATHAM Low & Webster 
State (81) rs Ritz Musical Moores 
Stafford & Louise Capitel (22 Terry’s Juves Dagenham Pipers 
Sue Ryan Co Gautier’s Co EDINBURGH NEATH 
cee le Keller Sis Royal Knoll Hall 
Salici Puppets ee ae Macari’s Bd Zigano’s Bd 
NORFOLK Senator Murphy Noni & Ptnr Jack Stocks 


Leew's State (22 


| Hudsen-DeL Bd 











Hollywood 


Dir.: 


UNIT 


PALACE, CLEVELAND 
Week October 22nd 
LEDSMITH & ANGER 


Bandwagon 

















Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (20) 

Benny Meroff Orc 

Jane Froman 

Lewis & Van 

BOSTON 

Metropolitan (22) 

Yacht Club Boys 

Eddie Garr 

Lai Founs 

Nick Long 


Fenwick & Cook 
CHICAGO 
Oriental (22) 

Corinna Mura 

DETROIT 
Michigan (22) 
Fred Waring Bd 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (22) 
Dave Apollon Co 











Warner 








PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (22) 
Ted Lewis Ra 
(15 


) 
Happy Felton Ore 
Mary Brian 
2 Jacks 
Fred Sylvester Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (22) 
Johnny Perkins 
Block & Sully 
Buster Shaver 
Stone & Collins 
Lester Cole Co 
(15) 
Phil Spitalny Ba 


Dale Winthrop 
READING 
Astor (22-23) 
Larry Funk Ore 

WASHINGTON 
Earle (22 
Fred Sylvester 
Britt Wood 
Neila Goodelle 
Helene Denizon Co 
(15) 
3 Olympics 
Roy Smeck 
Chaney & Fox 
Carmella Ponselle 


Co 








Independent 





CHICAGO 
Chicago (15) 
Joseph Parsons 
Ennio Bolognini 
Eddie Peabody 
Oriental (15) 
Maj Bowes U 
State Lake (22) 
Lottie Mayer Co 
Jerry Lawton 
Joe Termini 
Dick, Don & D 


KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (22 

Bob Williams 

Red Dust 

Bernice Ackerman 

(Two to fill) 
MEMPHIS 

Orpheum (2% 

Ice Carnival 

Roy Rogers 

O'Connor Fam 

Patsy O'Connor 











London 








Week of Oct. 18 


Canterbury M. H. 


Ist half (18-20) 

asu & Yuri 

aceto 

2nd half (21-23) 
Shaw & Weston 
Ardane Sis 


Dominion 
Norman Thomas Co 
Wences 

CAMDEN TOWN 

Gaumont 
30 Singing Scholars 

CLAPTON 

Rink 


Taylor & Maree 
Carsons 
EAST HAM 


Granada 
Harmony Kings 
8 Nagels 
Bega 4 

EDMONTON 

Empire 


Harmony Kings 
Will T. Carr 
Bega 4 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
P & H Honri 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist half. (18-29) 
Shaw & Weston 
Ardane Sis 


2a half (2 
Masu & Yuri 
Taceto 

LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Rapid 4 
Lucille Denstead 
Krakajax 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Hamilion Conrad 
STREATHAM 
Palace 
Rapid 4 
Lucille Benstead 
Krakajax 


1-23) 





TOOTING 
Granada 
Western Bros 
Finlay & Worth 
Felovis 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Tavior & Marco 
Carsons 
TOTTENHAM 
COURT, ROAD 
Paramount 
Jack Hylton Bd 
WANDSWORTH 
Granada 
Savoy Jr Ba 
WOOLWItIcHu 
Granada 
Don Rico Ore 





Marwoode & R'h'rds 
‘Playtime in Toyl'd'’ 
Golden Wonders 
Charles Ancaster 
Joe O'Rourke 
May, Jack & Buddy 
Mona Warwick's 4 
GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
‘Gaiety Whirl °37’ 
Jack Anthony 
Bend Rowell 
Robert Harbin 
Jean Adrienne 
4 Brownie Boys 
Arnaud, Peggy & R 
12 John Tiller Gls 


Ann ya 
Reco & M 
PLY MOU TH 
Palace 
Turner Layton 
GS Melvin 
Jenny Howard 
Donald Stuart 
Manhattan 6 
3 Matas 
Mansell & Ling 
WARRINGTON 


Ritz 
George Wood 
Laurie, Joy & @ 
Van Dock 


3 Ansons 











Cabaret Bills 





Barney Gallant’s 
Betty Bowker 


” 


3 Musical Rogues 
Bertolotti’s 


Joe Hembree’s Ore 
Angel's Rhumba Bd 
Cascade Billy 
Grace Kaye 

Anne White 

Lillian Loraine 
Renee Villon 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Ethel Gilbert 
Ann Courtney 
Spike Harrison 
Emmett Casey 
Chas King 
Margaret Padula 
Jerry White 
Henry LaMarr 
Jack Arnold 
Sid Hawkins 
Jerry Ryaa 

Caliente 
Reth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelleros 


Chateau Moderne 


Jack Monte Ore 
Maryon Dale 





Trini Plaza 
Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jerry Blanchard 
Frank Froeba 
Jerry Kruger 
Jeri Withee 
Club 52d St. 
Johnny Ringer Ore 
Mabelle Russell 
Biondy Scott 
Sob Alda 
Wally Wanger Co 
Clab Gaucho 
Ios Gauchos Ore 
Pedro 
Rita Renaud 
Chiquila 
Marita 
Nina 
Clab Nermandle 
Buddy Wagner Ore 
Joan Hill 
Clab Yumuri 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Rosita Ortega 
Diosa Costella 
Manchito 
Felipe De Flores 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Nicholas Bros 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Avis Andrews 
Le Bad 
Vodery'’s Jubileers 
(Chocalateers 
Teddy Hale 
Tondeleyvo 
Dynamite Hooker 


FE) Chico 


Don Alberto Ore 

elano & Vechas 
Sis 

t “pita Lucientas 

Sevillanas 

Ruan a’ 

Las Guaret 














Avalos 
itas 


Fl Dorado 
Hagen* 
| Freddie Bernard 
|} Al Mardo 
| Mildred Meredith 
|} Martin Barnett 
| Kay .P 
| Mack 


Dassett 


tore 


("ass 


irsons 
Pepper 
& HKailey 


Consuelo Flowerton 


NEW YORK CITY 


El Toreador 


Don Juan Orc 
Fausto De Igado * 
Teddy Rodriguez 
Cortes & Maida 
Ricardo De Caro 
Titi & Pellin 


French Casino 


Russ Morgan Ore 

Lou Breese Orc 

Les Aurette 

B.I and B.I 

Lind Carenzio 

Corinne 

Dormonde Bros 

Irene Helda 

Herman Hyde Co 

Les Juvelys 

Lilyan, Dania, Malo 

Lucienne & Asbour 

Ketty Mara Co 

Les Menchiassi 

Les Robenis 

Roberton 

Germaine Roger 

Nico Roschin 

Carmen Torres 
Frolics 

Ralph Watkins Ore 

Lou Holtz 

Manya Robertt 

Jerry & Turk 

Bobby Short 

Jean Kirk 


Greenwich Village 
Casino 


Alberto Malenga Or 
Frank McCormack 
Ruth Kidd 

Valerie Dumont 
Madelyn White 
Louise Bryden 





Harlem Uproar 
House 
Erskine Hawkins Or 

Bobby Evans 
Socarass 

Eddit Smith 
Lillian Fitzgerld 
Flasa Sextette 
Reo & Curley 
Spoons Brown 
Bubbles Wilson 
Yelma Middleton 
Willie Jackson 
Loucey Lane 


Havana-Madrid 


Nilo Menendez Orc 
Jose Manzaneres 
Mercedes Co 
Antonita 
Juan Martinez 
Consuelo Moreno 
Clara & Alberto 
7 Senoritae 
Esperanza Iris 
Jeronimo Villarino 
Cesar Tapia 
Carlos Vivian 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
3 Peppers 
Adele Girard 
H'lyw'd Res/aurant 
Mitchell Ayres Orc 
E Jelesnick Ore 
NTG Rev 
Joey Ray 
Hotel Ambassador 
Larry Ore 
Hotel Belmont- 
Plazs 
} Val Olman 
| Ethel Shutta 
Hotel Biltmore 
3ernie Cummins Or 
D'Angelo & Porter 
Walter Cummins 
Dorothy Crone 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
McCune Ore 





Siry 


Ore 


Will 


! 
| Hotel Commodore 








apn & Dolores 








4 
Tommy Dorsey e |! dawaiian 
Edythe W a Little Old New York Blackhawk 
| 3 Esquires | Dixiel land Ba Kay Kayser Ore 
| Jack Leonard 1 Joe Howard Visginie Sims 
Eddie Leonard Sully ason 
Hotel Edison pe- Barbary Harry Babbitt 
| Billy Swanson Ore} Arthur Behin Chez Parce 
| Bob Millikin : 
| Hotel Essex Mouse | Gnet Dougherty Benny — 
: : Georgas Jaina 
: 1 Himber Or | . 
we gee } Mirador Gracie Barrie p 
~ ; ' = = " Dolly Arden 
Alice Marion | Phil Romano Ore Sunny Rice 
Elise Graves | Bobby Gilbert ' “ve <i 
- : ¥ Rosita Royce 
Stuart Allen | Armando & Fleur’te | jrenry Busse Ore 
Rollini 3 | Roy Sedley ‘ , i 
. 4 Ruth Denning ‘olosimos 
Hotel Gov. Clintca | Danny Rogers Bob Tinsley 
Phil D'Arcy Orc | Jean & Gloria Roscoe Ails 
Hotel Lincoln Mori’s Inga Borg 
Lov Ferris Orc Mile Zee Zee 
Isham Jones Ore : Th Oak Ashley & Ware 
| Nol! & Nolan 6 a Gladys Crane 
Al Lambs Ore Nina Rinaldo Ore 
Hotel MeAlpia Toramy Lyman (in Alabas 
J Messner Orc (iene Archer | Harriet Norris 
Jeanne D'Arcy Paradise | Skippy & Marie 
Gonzales & Mennen Siiee: | Mthiedaieatiie dled | Effie Barton 
Hotel New Yorker Ys Ct ag: Ser nelle | Chet Robinson 
Glenn Gray Ore Di amond Bros | 4 dle al 
Pope & Frick Geors Tapps | Ps — . “ 3 
Duke & Noble roe! yl ” aramount ; 


Motel Park Ceniral 


Jerry Blaine Orc 

Harry Spear 

Castaine & Barrie 

Gaby 

Marley & Elsa 

Virginia Gibson 
Hotel Piceadilly 


Jeno Bartal Orc 


Hotel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Gete! Vinza 
Duchin Ore 
Paul Drape: | 
Hotel Ritz-Cariton 
Rudolf Frim! Ore 
Ralph Rogers Ore 
Holland & Hart 
Hildegarde 
Hotel Reosevelt | 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Rotel Suve, -inee | 
Hmile Petti Ore | 
Dwight Fiske 
Lew Parkerson 
Hotel St. tieorge 
(Broeklyn) | 
Eli Dantzig 
Hetel St. 
Jacques Ore | 
A Rasch Dancers 
Charles Walters 
Hotel Taft 
Geo, Hall Ore 
| 


Ore 
Kegis 
Fray 


Dolly Dawn 


Sotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
Leo Reisman Bad 
Paul & G 
Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 
Tnternational Casino 
Geo Olsen Ore | 
Yascha Bunchuk Or 
Basil Femeen Ore 

Calgary Bros 
Artini 

Jeanne Devereaux 
Maurice & Crance 
Jacqueline Mignac 


Hartman | 





Larne 


Eddie Davis Ore | 
Hirado _Orc 


La Conga 
Jose Escarpenter 
Ramon Littee Bd 
Hilda Salazar 
Havana 3 
Panchito Riser 

le Coq Rouge 
Horacio Zito Ore 
George Sterney 

Le Mirage 

Harry Horton Ore 
Diaz & Lawton 
Grace Morgan 
John Beck 
Rajah Raboiad 
Ruth Long 
Sing Trio 

Leon & Eddie's 
Lou Martin Ore 
Iris Adrian 
James Keogan 
Royal Duo 
Haines Tate & 8 
Eddie Davis 
Mary Burton 


| Mario 


| Joe 


| Bernice 


} Eddy 
| Helen Myers 


| Patricia 


| Dure 


| Eva 


Gomez & 
Or Gali-Gali 











Burnett & Watt 


Bal! 
Bruz Fletcher 
Charles Lawrence 
Moverly Wlishire 
Nick Cochran 
3’ Debutantes 
Muzzy Marcellene 
Aggie Auld 
Ted FioRito Ore 
Biltmere Bow! 


Jimmy Grier Oro 

Julie Gibson 

The Stapletons 

Glen Pope 

Jan Rubini 

3 Biltmorettes 

Delores & Andre 

Dick Webster 

3 Rhythm Rascale 

Cafe International 

Johnny Taylor 

Bernard Bradley 

Landry & Johnson 

Karl & F Kobinson 

Girl Revue 

Jim Lunceford Or 
Cafe la Maze 

Park Ave Boys 

Stan Clare Ore 
Club Hawaii 

Janet Jordan 

Carol Rich 

Barbara Back 
Cocoanut Grove 

Baron & Blair 

Al Bernie 

Cyril Smith 


Rudy Vallee Ore 


Candy Candido 
June Love 

} Elinor Troy 
Famous Door 


Eddie Beal 
Louie Prima 


Hawaltian Paradise 


Sol Brights Ore | 
Satini Tuai Loa | 
Sol Hoopi Orc 
Wanda 

Little Club | 
Jane Jones | 
Paul Kendali 


Gladys Bagwel! 
Rose Vaiyda 














| 
Cosmo Club | 
{ 
| 





Place Elegante 
Larry Maddi 
Bill Farrell 
tivien 4 
Jack Rose 
Toto Canglosi 


Basini 


Ore 


“aRgio 


Queen Mary 
Webb Ore 
Valerie Dumont 
Horton 
Jones 
Rainbew Grill 
Regers Orc 


tay 


Glover & LaMae 
Ryan 
Rainbow Room 


Al Donahue Orc 
Kddie LeBaron Orc 
lle Alexander 
Sheila Barrett 
Dario & Diane 
Senator Ford 
Riviera 
Howard Lally 
Ortega 
Bass Bros 
4 New Yorkers 
Russian Art 
Yasha Datsko Ore 
Anna Kouznetzova 
Mara 


Ore 


i Sinda Voella 
| Alex Bolshakoff 
| Eli 


Spivack 
Zachar Martinoff 
Russian Bear 
Cosryva 
Karlo 
lonya Kalbouss 
Blena Slavnaia 
Nicholai Grushko 
Julian Altman 
Ivan Korniloff 
Russian Kretchma 


Krumin 


| Nicholas Matthey Or 


Michel Michon 
Nadia Ludova 
Volodia Katov 
Marusia Sava 
Simeon Karavaefft 


Arcadt Stoyanovsky 


|} Daria Birse 


Sterk Club 


|W Feldkamp Ore 


Gus Mariel Ore 
Versailles 


| Bergere Ore 


1 Val Ernie Ore 


Winona 


Voodoo 
Voodoo 
Roy 


Dancers 
Rector 
Billy Haywood 
Cliff Allen 
Whirling Top 
Fran Craven 
Musieal Tops (3) 
Honey Johnson 
Wivel 
Bob Asen Bd 
Arline Whitney 
Evelyn Nesbitt 
Bob Lee 
Ginger Sutton 
Yacht Clab 
Eddie Elkins Ore 
Siboney 
Henny 
Rose 
Tiny 


Youngman 
Blaine 
Wolf 

Bert Frohman 
Peggy Seel 
Antobal’s Cuban 4 


LOS ANGELES 


Omar’s Dome 


George Redman Ore 


Elmer 

Ruth Mone 
Burnett & Mandel 
Dee Sis 
Dorothy 
Pacifie 
Gieorge & Nanette 


Black 


Fredri'kea Beaubein 


Dolores Del Ray 

Jack La Rue 

Al Heath Ore 
Palomar 

Wayne Gregg 

Bennett Sis 3 

Billy Burt 

Mole & Jesta 


Clyde /McCoy Ore 


Hudgyon Metzger Gls 


Paris Inn 
Frank Sortino Ore 
Wominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
The Blus Gls Rev 
Henry Monet 
Thora Maithaison 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 

Seven Seas 
Lily Gibson 
Honolulu Dancers 
Jimmy Lowell Coe 

Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Betty Borden 


Sunset Clab 


Club Paramount 


Harry Vernon 
Mile Jeanne 
Sonia 


Catalina 
Haxton & Harvey 
Mildred Kelly 
Joe Mussi 


Gay 00's 
Lew King 
*Marne’ 
Marion 
Colleen 
Emmet Vance Ore 
Harry’s N. &X. 
Cabaret 
Chas Engiles 
Jack Irving 
Dorothy Wahl 
| Margie Kelly 
Florence Barlow 
Art Buckley 
Al Wagner 
Red Hoffman 
Mildred Rock 
Dorothy Johnston 


Hi-Het 
Armida 
Willie 
Cheri 
3c 


Don 
rose 


Parker 


Ore 


Shore 
Notes 


Hotel Bismarck 

(Walnut Room) 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Louise Glenn 
DiGatanos 

Hotel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 





CHICAGO 


Earl Smith 
Commodore Duo 
Joe Parlato 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Grand Terrace 
Ada Brown 
Karl Hines 
Geo D Washington 
Al & Anise 
Kdgewater ; Beach 


ote 
(Marine Koom) 
Orville Tucker Orc 
Bailey Sis 
Bonnie Baker 
Hotel Palmer House 
(Empire HKeem) 
The DeMarcos 
Alexander Gray 
Wayne King Ore 
Pierce & Harris 
C‘ossacks 
Fred Craig 
4 Aristocrats 
Abbott Dancers 
| Hotel Sherman 
j (College Inn) 
Frankie Masters Or 
Jackie Heller 
Donna Dae 
Ahearn Bros 
Chas Carrier 
| Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Reom) 
Sande Williams Ore 
Music Hall Boys 
Pierre & Temple 
Covert & Reed 
Carlos Molina Ore 
Jerry McGinty 
Herbert Dexter 
Irene St. Clair 
Marya & Martin 
Royale Frolics 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Sid Tomack 
Reis Bros 
Karre LeBaron $ 
Frances McCoy 
Sinclair Sis 
LeRoy & Sharp 
Nancy Healy 
Jack Hilliard 
The Rese Bowl 
Bernard & Henri 
Dixie Painter 
Joy Glynn 
Ann Bolen 
Billy Scott Ore 
Yacht Club 
Oshins & TLessy 
Major, Sharpe & 
Bill Blake 
Jerrie Withee 
Irving, Steele 
Ted Cook Ore 





M 


& R 





PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Rochell & Rinata 
Deris Justin 
Catherine Smith 
Johnny Graff Ore 

Arcadia Int’l 


Milton Kellem Ore 
Don Renaldo Ore 
Mayfair Girls (8) 
Gloria Grafton 
Rosaleen & Seville 
John Booth 
Gilbert Bros 
Mildred King 
Marshalls 

Kee 

Judge 

Aronomink Farms 
Dick Thomas 
Marjorie Smith 
Judy Lee 


Bill Donaghue Orc 


Bala Inn 
Manny LaPorte Or 
Barritz Cafe 

Joe Keilly 

Kli-Ban 

Claire Murt 

Pepper Howard 

Dan Anton Ore 

Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 


Meyer Davis Ore 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Georgian Room) 
leo Zoello Ore 
Benny the Bum’s 
Deloyd McKay 
Benny's Swingsters 
Buddy & Selma 
Betty Benson 
Serge Flash 
Sue Ryan 
Carr Bros & Beity 
Bobby Baxter 
H Carrol Gis (12) 
Cafe Metropole 
(Camden) 
Bernie Berle Ore 
Cedarwood Inn 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Clarence Mich Ore 
Franky Schluth 
Dolly Belmont 
Jeanne LaNolle 
Myrna Rand 


Clab 15 


Frank Swanee 
Kathryn Case 
Eton Sis 
Melba Beaudreaux 
Judy Garland 
Chez Marie 
James Craig 
Jeanette Barrette 
Kathryn Case 
Elaine Marsh 
Myrna lott 
Harry Haviland 
Colony Clab 
Jackie May 
Diane Kingsley 
Bebe Allen 
Marian Bridges 
Lorene Rhoda 
Kmbassy Club 
Helen Benton 
Grace Manners 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
Helen Heath 
Warwick Sis 
Edith Roark 
Gloria Mausier 
Bert Clemoux 





Somerset Swing Bd “ 
Kkvelyn Burgess 

Swing Club Clift Hall 

: Siaiees mene Evergreen Casino 
Ital Brown Henry May Ore 
lrankie Gallagher }'Tom Barry 

s ne Club tiirl Rev | Helaine Wynne 
Dorothy Roberts | Eddie Lang | 
i(juy Rennie | Helaine & Don'lds’n 
|} fred Thompson Ore} June Collins 

Topsy's | 1523 Locust 

Ali Hule t | Rubb'r Legs Will'ms 
Judy Lane | Mercie Marquez 

Pat O'Shea | Ollie Potter 

Chuck Fody Ore | Patsy Evans 
Arnold Sis Lulu Maye 

Barney Lind | Rubbles Shelby 
Leona Ri j Jane Farrar 

Agnes’ Johnson j Linda Rae 
} Trocadera Sam, Woods Ore 
Garwood Van Ore Swing hings Orc 


Henri’s 
Dorothy -Bach 
Conrad & Leona 
Chas Verna Ore 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Bob Roltner 
4 Vespers 
Val Selz 
Joe Fraseito 
Ashburns 
Don Cummings 
Betty Kean 
Helen Honan 
Floridians Ore 
Agnes Tolle 


Ore 


Lambs Tavera 
Larry Meli Ore 
Little Rathskeller 


Jack Griffin Ore 
Marty Bohn 
Nancy Lee 
LaVonne 
Norman Marion 
Lilian Bowman 
Open Door Cafe 
Danny Montgomery 
Audrey Joyce 
Sis McCall 
Peggy Martin 
Mildred Gilson 
Kaitis & Ramesse 
Aimee Organ 
Victor Hugo 
Palumbo’s 
Eddie Thomas 
Patti Crawford 
Marionettes 
Bobby Morro Ore 
Maurice & Rodell 
Lee & Lamont 
Gladys Grant 
Frankie Richardson 
Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Koom) 
Van Levis Ore 
31 Club 
Gene Osborne 
Al Frisco Ore 
Billy Safford 
Lindsley Sis 
Tex Hendrix 
Nicki Gallucci 
Rassian Kretchma 
Sonya Kotliarskaya 
Gypsy Rita 
Olga Timkara 
Fronia Stanislavsky 
Teva Gorodetsky 
Tzriganes 
Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Joe Milikopft Ore 
Beth Challis 
Ed Rickard 
Walton & Joan 
Henrietta Boyd 
Honey Sis 
20th Century Tavern 
T.ou Longo Ore 
Powers Girls (5) 
Waison Sis 
Ted Pike 
Beth Calvert 
Parrish Cafe 
Frankie Fairfax Or 


Irene Bateese 
Ola Wright 
Shin Benes & F 


” 


3 Parisettes 
Dutkin’s Kathskeller 


Marie Little 
Casimira 3 

Dolly Vaughn 
Sunny Nash 
Victor Nelson Ore 
Vrank Pont! 


Stamp’s Cafe 
Bella Belmont 
| Marie Latell 
Buddy Lewis 
Bobby Barton 
Cleo Valenteen 
Cleo Barr 
Don & Carita 
Jack Hutchinson 
Irving Braslow Orc 
Streets of Paris 
Babiette 
Len Parker Ore 
| Mildred Barth 
Dorothy Dawn 
Judy Byron 








Book-Cadillac Hote) ; Bob King 


a] 
1214 Club Walton Root 
Francis Faye Raye, Prince & ¢ 
a ata ; Karl Denny Ore 
Satch « Satchell $ Libby Girls 
Helen Shaw Kollette & Deane 
Lorna Tree Weber's Hof Brag 
21 Club (Camden) 
Tommy Monroe Louts Chaikin Ore 
Sally La Marr Ray Miller 
Corlies & Palmer Birdland 
Doris Reed 


Marjorie Lane 

Moe Glatt 

Len Sarner 

Int'l Instrumental 3 
Ilse Hart 

Hugo Klee 

Sid Golden 
Freddie Swift 


Ann Rush 
Connie Lee 
Melody Blenders 3 
Jean Riccardi Ore 


Venice Grille 
Rob Ridley 
Betty Mallon 





Dorothy Verrai Bideradians 
Fay Kay Ubangi Club 
Marty Barton Ore Doc Hyder Orc 

. : Valda Hatton 

= « 

Viking <afe Taps & Joe 
Billy Callahan 1 Vietoria Vigal 
Leonard Cooke | Smiles & Smiles 
Grace O'Hara |} Blanche Saunders 
Frank Springman |} le Rey MeCoy 
Peggy Shields | - ‘ oe ale 
Dorothea Dare Yorktown Tavern 
Danny Shanker | Bill Bilger Ore 
Whitey Verillo Ore | Lou Foster 


DETROIT 


(Casino) | Rhythm Redheads 
| Emery Deutsch Ore Palm Beach Cafe 
Ann Kincade \Geo. Presnell 
Commodore Club Floyd Pike 
Commodorables (6) Daly Crampton Or 
Evers & Delores Oasis 
Anne Page Tee Conroy 
Frank Gagen Orc | Bob Shepler Ore 
Blue Lantern j Vlantation 
R. Armstrong ness Rad 
Gracie McMahon Sect 4 : 2 
Judy Soban Joh ae »* 3 ee 
rT gy Behwn | Danny & Eddy 
Al Hanaway Ore | 52mm: Phccipcien, 
A | Pauline Bryant 
Club Continental | pella Bricht 
Chico Reyes’ Orc Powatan 
Jessie Pengra | 
iR Ore 
Continental 3 b+ fy Se i 
Murray & Allan » 





| 


| 
| 





minute 


itevert & heed 


Frances Willard 





Lich: ‘g ; sK 
Ruth Martin j at ard & Carlson 
Corktown Tavern | Saks 
B. Miller (3) |} Rddie Bratton Ore 
Marsh Sis Bert Gilbert 
JI & J Gallagher Michael & Diane 
Harry Bardell Saks 6 
Jack Marsh Ten-Forty Club 
Millie Obenor : ab 
Debutantes (6) Joaquin Garay 
Phil Kaye Babe Morris 
pt Tea $4 2 Klaine Manzi 
Alesnater . Ore Kddie Collins 
Cozy Corner Al Saal 
J_ Hubert Rider Sis 
Helen Dorsey Coyle MeKay Ore 
May Joy 9 . 
16 Cosettes Club Villa D 
Ella Lee Irving Alexander 
Lester Squires Chuck Stevens Ore 
Bill Godden Webster Hall Hotel 
Claudia Wheeler (Cocktail Grillp 
Bill Johnson Ore , 
s Castletons (2) 
Northwood Inn Carol Dean 
Russ Lyon Orc Red Davison 
Woods & Bray Johnny Drake 
Celia McCoy Emerson Gill Ore 
Bill Green's Miaco Co 
jimmy Joy Ore Angelo di Palma 
Helen Heath : Piasa Cafe 
_— Niki ov Norman 
Harlem Casino Bert-A St Clair Rev 


Jimmy Wadkins Or! plaza Ore 


Larry Steele | Show Boat 
George Gould [Ad WMaeeien Gre 
Louise Mann Barrett & Smith 
teed at gi R ; Wilma Douglas 
ps weauir 4 | Johnny Randall 
8 arigtmett - | Wayne Thomas 
nen 78 a ' | Noel Sherman Girls 
otel Schenley hs 
Howdy, Baum Ore | jc, Upon, Gr 
Hotel Roosevelt | Billie Bug bee 


(Cocktail Bar) Webster Hall 


Billy Catizone 3 (Imperial Room) 
Italian Gardens Tom Care Ore 
KEtzi Covato Ore tuth Morley 
Carmen White Mansions 
New Penn Dale Harkness Ore 
4 Marion Melton 
Carl Moore Ore ’ - 
Diane & Marion William Penn 


Lyle Mack 
Nixon Cafe 


H Middleman Ore 
Sally Hughes 
Cansino & Chansene 


(ltatian Terrace) 
Dick Stabile Ore 
Paula Kelly 
Burt Shaw 


(Continental Bar) 





Norman & McKay Arthur Ravel @ 
Ted Frank Willows 
Hollywood Horse Lee Allen Ore 





Hirst Circuit 


Week of Oct. 24 


‘Foot Loose 

City. 
‘Pleasure Mad'—-Howard, 
‘Jolies Begere’—Troc, Philadelphia. 
‘Stage Scandals’-—-Gayety, Washington. 
‘Cupid's Carnival’—Gayety, Baltimore. 
‘Gaieties of 1938'—Capitol, Toledo. 
‘Frisky Frolics'—Gayety, Cincinnati. 
‘Beef Trust’—Casino, Pittsburgh, 
‘Swing High, Shake Low’—Garrick, Bt. 

Louis, 
‘Parisian Flirts’—Rialto. 
‘Pirate Belles’ —Casino, 
‘Scan Dolls’——Embassy, Rochester. 
‘Merry Models’'—Empire, Newark. 

of Folly’—Jacques, Water- 


With Charms’ 
Mon. -Tues; ; 


Parade’ Hudson Union 
, 


Boston 


Chicago. 
Toronto. 


‘Babes 
town, 
Thurs, 


Lyric, Allen- 
Orpheum, Reading, 





Akron’s Hotel Nitery 


Akron, Oct. 19. 

Puritan room of the DeWitt-oper- 
ated Mayflower hotel here is being 
converted into a dine and dance spot 
with Hawaiian motif. Opening has 
been set tentatively for Nov. 15. Re- 
vamping will eliminate the present 
Parisian cocktail bar, ladies’ lounge 
and the Puritan dining room. 


Name bands will be used. Spot 
here will be one of three of the 
chain where bands will rotate 
throughout the winter. Denny 


Thompson band, long a fixture, will 
continue to play at the Mayflowe: 
at alternate periods. 


California Animal Products Co.., 
Oakland (Calo dog food), through 
Emil Brisacher & Staff, San Fran- 
cisco, using KOA, Denver. for five- 
transcribed announcemen's 


; twice weekly through Nov. 2. 
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LEGIT DEBUTS WAY OFF 





Govt Slapping B.0. Treasurers 
For ‘Ice’ Split; $24,000 Top Claim 


First actual move by the Govern- 
ment to collect what it contends is 
excess money on tickets, and there- 
fore should be split 50-50 with Uncle 
Sam, was made last week when bills 
for large amounts were sent to a 
number of boxoffice treasurers. 
Whether the boxoffice men will ap- 
peal to the courts i: not indicated 
except as a last resort. 

They have been advised that the 
law is faulty and probably uncon- 


stitutional, but the ticket sellers did 
not prepare defensive moves as a 
body, eacl considering his own 
headache individually. Claims are 
known to amount to $12,000 in one 
instance and double that figure in 
another, with some for lesser coin. 


Those who received the pay order 
were given 10 days in which to re- 
mit. With few exceptions the treas- 
urers haven’t the money. One im- 
mediately filed application for an 
abatement of the assessment. Others 
propose making partial payment un- 
der protest. What methods federal 
authorities intend pursuing in cases 
where treasurers cannot comply is 
anybody’s guess and everybody’s 
rumor at present. 


Govt’s Angle 


Agency broker end of the investi- 
gation which preceded that of the 
boxoffice people has not come to a 
crux. Government’s contentions 
were that the brokers evaded stamp- 
ing tickets as ordered and that the 
proper tax was withheld intention- 
ally or otherwise. Agencies say the 
claims are pyramided taxes on ad- 
missions, but they, too, have not re- 
sorted to legal defense. 

Pending the status of gratuities, 
generally referred to in ticket circles 
as ‘ice,’ no such coin is being paid to 
the boxoffices, nor are the treasurers 
in the mood to accept the coin. 
Their contention is that money given 
them is for services rendered, but 
the government people counter with 
the claim it is excess over the ticket 
price. Custom of gratuities has been 
in existence since Broadway’s early 
days. 

Understood that while the box- 
office men have an organization, the 
Treasurers’ Club, it cannot be used 
to defend the tax liens. Stated that 
the club is a social group with the 
principal purpose of maintaining a 
sick and burial fund. No money in 
its treasury can be expended for 
legal proceedings should the mem- 
bers get to#ether to protest the 50-50 
split demanded by the government, 
according to the b.o. people. 

Amounts claimed by the govern- 
ment cover a period of four years. 
Only those treasurers who have been 
in ‘lucky’ theatres have been em- 
ployed more than casually, which 
makes their plight the more serious. 


Edgar (‘Ladder’) Davis 
Back on B’way, But Just 
As a Tourist, He Says 


Edgar B. Davis, who produced 
‘The Ladder,’ ran it two years and 
dropped $1,000.000 in so doin’, was 
in New York last week but s‘rictly 
as a visitor. Oil magnate re.urned 
to Texas where he has peiroleum 
holdings believed to be worth up- 
ward of $10,000,000. 


There was some speculation that 
perhaps Davis had a yen to again 
dabble in show business. He visited 
the plays but wes not recoznized and 
£ave no indication of revived inter- 
est. 








‘Ladder’ was a play based on re- 
incarnation jn which Davis is said to 
be a believer. Show wes moved 
into four or five theatres which were 
fuaranteed a profit over rent and 
operation. For all but a few weeks 
during its stay there was no admis- 
sion charge. Play laid off once wile 
it was rew ritten, | 





Pemberton’s Crack 


Speaking at last Monday’s 
(18) luncheon meeting of the 
American Theatre Council, 
Brock Pemberton referred to 
his inflammable speech, in 
which he lambasted the critics, 
at last spring’s ATC conven- 
tion. 

‘Every time I open my mouth 
I find someone else’s foot in it,’ 
he cracked. ‘Probably it'll be 
George Jean Na‘han’s.’ 


$28,000 FOR 72 














The sale of possible rights to some 
72 shows in which the late Florenz 
Ziegfeld was interested and which 
were presented from 1907 until his 
demise in 1932 took place at the 
Court House, White Plains, N. Y., 
last Friday. Purchase price of 
$28,000 was unexpectedly high in 
light of the fact there is no actual 
value to the rights. Explained that 
title principally concerns the nui- 
sance value and will prevent sundry 
suits when portions of the shows or 
numbers are used for pictures. 

Rights were obtained by Irving 
Berlin, Sigmund Romberg, Jerome 
Kern, Otto Harbach and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, II. All figured in tke 
authorship of a number of Ziegfeld 
musicals. They were represented by 
Howard E. Reinheimer who, as at- 
torney, may act for them, if and 
when any portions of the shows are 
used. Bidding started at $7,600, just 
about the minimum announced by 
the administrator, A Hollywood 
concern bid up to the final $50. 

Right to the use of ‘Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies’ was not included, it having been 
sold by the estate to the Shuberts for 
$5,000 in 1934. Attorney for the co 
posers said they were interested in 
the productions and not the titles. 
Estate has liabilities of more than 
$200,000 of which $50,000 is claime’ 
by the Government for income tax. 


H’WOOD DANCER’S 1036 
VS. GRISMAN, 0°B-MOORE 


Sam H. Grisman, producer of ‘To- 
bacco Road,’ and Erin O’Brien- 
Moore, actress, are named defendants 
in a breach of contract suit Monday 
(18) in N. Y. federal court by Carma 
Lita Maracci, Hollywood dancer, She 
wants $50,000 from Miss O’Brien- 
Moore and $53,000 from Grisman, 


The dancer, who conducts a school 
in Hollywood, according to her N. Y. 
attorneys, alleges the defendants not 
only ran out on an agreement to 
produce her dancing troupe in New 
York, but that by so doing had seri- 





profession. 


troduced to Grisman in July, 1936, in 
Hollywood by Miss Moore, a former 
pupil. The latter praised her work 
so highly that Grisman agreed that 
if she would organize a company 
and bring it to New York he would 
see that her act was produced in 
proper fashion. She did organize a 


company and brought it to New 
York last January. Grisman and 
Miss Moore, she claims, failed to 


carry out their agreement and the 
company disbanded. The extra $3,000 
she wants from Grisman is the ex- 


company from the Coast. 





that 
back 


signed, but 
ould 


tract was 
and telegrams w 
contentions. 


up 


Miss Maracci claims she was in-| 


Quality Better, 
With Fewer Flops Than| 








ously damaged her reputation in the | Richard Rodgers secretary. 
| ha 





pense she went to to transport the| 
Her at-| 
torneys admit that no regular con-| 
Jetiers | 
her | 


13 NEW SHOWS 


§ UIST YEAR 


Among 1936-37 Incomers 
—Two Hits, Two Mod- 
erates So Far — Usual 
Squawks vs. Crix—Mixed 
Notices 


EXPECT BIG NOVEMBER 





Continued lateness of the legit sea- 
son of 1987-38 is principally 
tributed to the lack of material, 


at- 
few 


scripts being considered worth-while, 


ZIEGGY PLAYS 


but there are other reasons. Tardy 
season was predicted despite the list- 
ing of some 177 new plays which 
were either slated for presentation 
or talked about. Yet it was expected 
that October would see more ac- 
tivity than has been shown. 

Figures tell the story. 
have been 13 new plays presented 
on Broadway up to Nov. 1. Last 
year 26 premieres studded the early 
fall nights up to the same date. 
When the list of plays was complied 
early last month, it was indicated 
that name authors and players were 
returning from the Coast. Eventu- 
ally that may be true, but the season 
lags in development. 


Season of 1936-37 opened with a 


succession of flops and regardless of | 


(Continued on page 62) 


Troupers Open 
Drive on Coast 








Hollywood, Oct. 19. 

Benefit dinner and jamboree to be 
staged by The Troupers at the Bilt- 
more Bowl Nov. 4 will signalize the 
launching of a drive for funds to 
build a national home and clubhouse 
for aged and indigent players. 

President Harry B. Stafford of The 
Troupers and George Blumenthal, 
former legit manager, joined in the 
announcement of the dinner. Blum- 
enthal chairmans the campaign com- 
mittee. Plans call for the construc- 
tion of a home to accommodate 100 
persons starting next fall, also a the- 
atre of 500 capacity, library, green 
room, museum and dining hall. 


R. E. SHERWOOD NEW 
PREZ OF DRAMATISTS 


Robert E. Sherwood will be the | 
next president of the Dramatists’ 
Guild, with George S. Kaufman | 
vice-president, Edward Childs Car- 
| penter chairman of the board, and 
Slate 
s been named by the nominating 
commitiee, with the election at the 
annual meeting early in November 
a virtual certainty. 

New members of the council, to 
serve three years, will be Rachel 
Crothers, Philip Dunning, Paul 
Green, John Howard Lawson, Mel- 
vyn Levy, Elizabeth McFadden, 
Eugene O'Neill, Arthur Richman, A. 
E. Thomas and Sophie Treadwell. 








Guild representatives on the Authors’ 


League of America board will be 


Edward Childs Carpenter, Philip 
Dunning, Oito MHarbach, Sidney 
Howard, John Howard Lawson, Al- 


bert Maltz, Kenyon Nicholson, Elmer 
Rice, Arthur Richman, Morrie Rys- 
kind, A. E. Thomas and Rita Wei- 
man. Sidney Howard is retiring 


‘president of the Guild. 


However, | 


There will! 


| Miss Christianson, who was pres- 
} 


{loaned for 


For Actors Home 











B’way and Wall St. 





How much the sagging mar- ~ 
ket will affect Broadway this 
season is conjectural. So far 
it has not particularly clipped 
attendance, but it is reported 
that at least three productions 
which were to get Wall Street 
backing are off temporarily or 
indefinitely. 











EQUITY MULLS 





Expected protest over the appoint- 
| ment of Edith L. Christianson as ex- 
succeeding Dorothy Bryant, failed 
to materialize, although a delegation 
called at Equity’s offices and so indi- 
cated last week. At yesterday’s 
council session Miss Christianson’s 
| appointment was okayed for trial 
| period of three months. 

| At same time it was proposed to 
|merge the chorus branch with 
Equity proper. 





| cided on soon. 


ent when: the appointment was rec- 
is said to 
for 


ommended to the council, 
be organizing textile workers 
CIO in Pawtucket, R. I. She was 
that purpose by the 
Ladies Garment Workers Union of 
N. ¥Y. Paul Dulzell, who resigned as 
executive secretary and treasurer of 
Equity, criticized the selection of 
Miss Christianson on the ground that 
Equity, as an A. F. of L. affiliate, 
should have chosen someone within 
the ranks of the federation. He in- 
dicated that the appointment might 
be made an issue. 


Miss Christianson is said to be get- 
ting $50 weekly for her CIO or- 
ganizing work and will receive $75 
in the Equity berth. Mrs. Bryant is 
being paid $100. Chorus branch is 
about to start organization of chor- 
uses in the night club field. Mrs. 
Bryant defended the selection of her 
successor, saying Mrs. Christianson 
held membership cards in two A, F. 
of L. unions, including the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. Also 
stated that Miss Christianson is in- 
terested in union organizing work 
primarily. Appointee was formerly 
assistant state secretary of labor in 
Pennsylvania and secretary of the 





} 


| 


| two years. 


Women’s Trade Union League of 
Philadelphia. 


G. J. NATHAN HEADS 
N. Y. DRAMA CRITICS 








CHORUS MERGER: 


ecutive secretary of Chorus Equity, | 


Dubel Resignation an Equity 
Bombshell: Irritated at SAG 
Dominance and Ci0 Appointee 


——— ¢ 


Equity administrative setup was 
tossed into consternation last week 
when Paul Dulzell, executive secre- 
tary, handed in his resignation. 
Action upset the apple cart since it 
complicated the already muddled 
situation among the show business 
unions all the more. 

Dulzell had some time previously 


been appointed to take over the 
Equity duties of Prez. Frank Gill- 
more when and if the latter takes 
over active charge of the reorgan- 


ized Associated Actors and Artistes 
of America, of which he is the new 
executive director. 

First result was that G'llmore, 
who was attending the A. F. of L. 
convention in Denver, promptly en- 
trained for New York after stating 
| that Dulzell’s resignation was ‘a 
| great shock to me and an unexpected 
|one.’ Dulzell expressed surprise that 
| his action should have caused a fu- 
rore. Resignation was tabled for 
two weeks. But, although its ac- 
|ceptance as of next Jan. 1 merely 
|pends at this time, he stated this 
week that he had not changed his 
mind. 

Dulzell, regarded as a rockbound 
unionist, was a firebrand during the 
actors strike of 1919 and for years 
| thereafter. Talk about his disaffec- 
ition over the opposition element 
within Equity is stated inexact. That 
froun- hrs expressed no snecial lik- 
| ing for Dulzell because of his frank- 








Council decided to | ness and firm opinions. 
|mull the matter and a special de- | 
| pattentos for choristers may be ee-| 


Peeve at Pix End 


Secretary, however, has been dis- 
satisfied with the rapid chan‘es in 
the actor unions, with the Screen 
Actors Guild forgi:g forward and 
dominating the Four A’s group, a 
position which Equity formerly oc- 
cupied. Plan to reorganize the 
Four A’s, the general outline for 
organizing the new radio union and 
the interchangeability of cards, 


(Continued on page 63) 


Omaha Nixes ‘Women’ On 
Fear of ‘Idiot’ Reveat; 
‘Victoria,’ ‘Richard’ Oke 


Omaha, Oct. 19. 


Omaha Drama League opens its 
season with a one-night presentation 
of ‘Tovarich’ Nov. 3 in Tech High 
auditorium. Company has Eu“’en‘e 
Leontovich in the lead of the Sher- 
wood opus, produced by Gilbert 
Miller. William Schneider, adv once 
man, in last week setting up pins. 

Officers of League went on record 
stating presentation of ‘The Women’ 
here is not being considered in view 
of last season’s run-in with Meyor 
Butler over ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ Leacue 
is closely scrutinizing all scripts un- 











der consideration for provoking 
| lines, and feared Claire Booth play 
| would not pass. 

| Although League is not yet an- 


nouncing the season’s schedule, it is 
almost certain Helen Hayes will 
| show in ‘Victoria Regina’ ard 
/Maurice Evans in ‘Richard Il” At 


George Jean Nathan, reviewer for | ‘time of the ce snsorship controvercy 


Scribner's and other magazines, was | 
clected head of the New York} president, 


Drama Critics Circle Monduy (18) 


last spring Mrs. Howard Rush‘on 
expressed fears that 


| Evens would mect with official ob- 


succeeding Brooks Atkinson of the jections. but arrangements were v_r- 


N. Y. Times, who held the post for 
John Mason Brown 


|} the Post was named vice-president. 


Burns Mantle, News, treasurer, 
Johnson Anderson, Journal, 
sponding secretary. 

It was the intention to retire all | 
officers, but two switches were made 
instead. Gilbert W. Gabriel and 


and 
aaneaed 


Douglas Gilbert, former the critic of | there 
the now defunct American, and Gil- | 


bert, former crick of the World- 
Telegram respectively, have re-'| 
signed. Principal activity of the | 
group is to maké an annual best 


play selection 
Pulitzer award. 


in opposition to the 


of | 


tually closed then. 





Spanish Shows for Bayes 





Enrique ce Rosas has taken the 
| Nora Bayes, N. Y., to house his 
Spanish repertory company, open ng 

Oct. 22 with ‘La Sircna 
Varada.’ 

International company, exponents 
of sophisticated type of plays are 
rived in N.Y. from Porto Rico er 
playing there two months. They 
will remain here for an indefinite 


jrun 








eat 
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NYTPA Aiding ‘Eagle’ Strikers By 
Ignoring Sheet on Ads, Press Copy 


+ 





Broadway was asked to aid news- 
papermen strikers of the Brooklyn 
Eagle and partly responded, as 
shown by the absence of six show 
ads. At request of the strikers legit 
press agents yanked advertisements 
and are also withholding news re- 
leases. Managers are not openly 
supporting the strikers but some 
p.a.’s secured the okay to use their 
discretion. 

Pledge of support was sent to 
strike headquarters opposite the 
Eagle plant by the New York The- 
atrical Press Agents. Copy of the 
telegram was secured by the daily 
and sent to the Publishers Associa- | 
tion of New York. Latter which in- 
cludes most of the leading dailies in 
the metropolitan area sent a trans- 
script to each Broadway manager, | 
the message reading: 


‘Members of the New York The- 
atrical Press Agents unanimously | 
extend their sympathies to the Eagle 
strikers and wish to assure you that | 
in addition to our efforts and heip| 
we will exert such influence as we| 
can to persuade our managers to aid | 
you. Best of Luck.’ 

Looks Like Deadlock 

Strike in Brooklyn has developed 
into a determined fight. The Eagle 
has made no statement either in its | 
publication or otherwise. . It is 
claimed by the strikers that the cir- 
culation is off around 60,000 and that 
advertising has been affected about | 
30%. 

According to those leading the | 
strikers the Newspaper Guild feels 
that the fight is vital to the organ- 
ization’s existence. Because of that 
efforts are being made to gain sym- 
pathy of the borough’s top stores and 
to have the latter withhold copy. A 
sound truck is used daily in front 
of the largest department store, 
speaker inside telling shoppers why 
they should help and also request 
the ads be yanked. If that shop 
agrees the Guild feels it would win 
within a short period. 

Picketing is being carried on in a 
manner not before permitted in 
Brooklyn. Police have been adamant 
about ‘ganging up’ methods but for 
the first time mass picketing by the 
Guilders is countenanced, Among 
the pickets is Arthur Pollock, Eagle’s 
drama critic for years. His action 
may explain the attitude of the N. Y. 
p.a.’s. 

One strike leader was slugged but | 
it is reported the attack was for a. 
private reason. 
Guild $3,000 weekly to conduct the 
strike. Expected that financial aid 
will be forthcoming from the CIO 
with which the Guild is affiliated. 


DETROIT FIP SETS 














PLAN FOR SHOW TOURS 





Detroit, Oct. 19. 

Activities of local Federal theatre 
project will be extended consider- 
ably this year, according to Fred 
Morrow, Michigan director, to in- 
clude a booking and touring unit. 
Plan was worked out by Herbert 
Ashton, Jr., assistant director of 
theatre project, and Morrow. 

Local unit will take plays to vari- 
ous parts of state, wherever there’s 
a stage or aude adequate for presen- 
tation. All that’s required of smaller 
towns, where there’s a big clamor 
for flesh, is to provide a sponsoring 
group and adequate facilities. 


Russe Theatre “Most 
Exciting —Lil Hellman 


Paris, Oct. 12. 
Lillian Hellman, just back from 
Russia, has returned full of enthusi- 
asm for the current stage output 
there. Said she was especially im- 
pressed with the quality of the act- 
ing and the lavishness of production. 
‘Most of the plays last a little too 
long,’ she said while preparing to 








| vice-president, is carded to be pres- 





P.A.’s Union Label 





Theatrical press agents have 
been instructed to put a union 
label on copy sent to newspa- 





per offices. Future releases 
from members of the NYTPRA 
will state that fact at the head | 
of the story. | 

Figured to have some value | 
in drama departments 
are organized. 


$79-WEEK MIN. 
FOR B. 0. MEN, 
TMAT BID 


Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers’ union will send a com- 
mittee to the League of New York 
Theatres with the object of estab- 
lishing a minimum wage for legit 
boxoffice men. Union will ask for 
$75 a week for treasurers and $50 
for assistants. Present pay for the 
former is $50 and, in some instances, 
less. Although no formal affilia- 
tion with the IATSE has been made 
by TMAT, James Brennan, IA 


which 














ent with the committee. 

Union is also expected to seek 
a three-man staff in all boxoffices. 
Pointed out that most of box- 
office people are currently unem- 
ployed and even if all boxoffices 
were lighted and staffed with three 
people each, there would be more 
than 100 without jobs. Understood 
that upon the expected agreement 
will depend the actual merging be- 
tween TMAT and IA, but with the 





managers, agents and _ treasurers’ 
group autonomous. 
Notification was sent out by 


TMAT that the initiation fee had 
been boosted from $5 to $30 and 
that the figure would eventually 
be raised to $100. Contacts between 
the union and the New York The- 
atrical Press Agents continue, but 
the two groups are not in accord on 
several issues. 








It is costing tne | Mice’ Into Music Box, N.Y. 





| ‘Of Mice and Men,’ second show on 
the schedule of Sam H: Harris this 
season, was slated into the Lyceum, 
N. Y., next month, but may be 
spotted instead in the Music Box 
as the berth of ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ 
has been switched to the Alvin. 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ which an- 
nounced the final weeks at the first 
named house, may continue well 
into the fall period. Latter manage- 
ment was considering moving. 
‘Mice’ is the dramatization by John 
Steinbeck of his novel of same name. 
It will be staged by George S. Kauf- 
man, who will not be free to direct 
until ‘Right’ has opened. That would 
date the new play for late November. 





Kline Succeeds the Late 
Reed, Back with ‘Door’ 


Jack Reed, who was to have been 
company manager of ‘Stage Door,’ 
which took to the road last Saturday 
(16), died suddenly of a heart at- 
tack two days previous. Harry D. 
Kline, who, until recently, was book- 
ing manager for the Mecca audi- 
torium, N. Y., was assigned the 
berth. He was long connected with 
the C. B. Dillingham office. 

‘Door,’ with Joan Bennett in the 
lead role, originated by Margaret 
Sullavan, current in Boston, is rout- 
ed for 20 weeks, film version of the 
play being kept out of the stands 
until the show dates have been 
played. , 








leave for Madrid and Valencie, ‘but 
they are extremely well done. They 
spend a great deal of money on pro- 
ductions but won't present anything 
until everything is as it should be. 

‘I was told one play, which has 





| Keith East for Stager 
' Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


Ian Keith returns to Broadway on 


|; completion of his role in Cecil B. 


been in rehearsal for more than a| De Mille’s ‘The Buccaneer’ to play a 


year, was not yet ready for presenta- 
tion. What a difference from Broad- 
way. There we rehearse only four 
weeks. 

‘Drama’ as presented in Russia is 
the most exciting I have ever seen.’’ 


top role in 
production. 

Stanley Young authored the play 
which is to be produced by Sidney 
Harmon. Nan Sunderland and Louis 
Calhern have been set for the cast. 


‘Robin Landing,’ legit 
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Green’s Current Entry 


Morris Green will present a com- 
edy entitled ‘To Be Continued’ in 
association with James J. Fero, the 
latter’s first venture in show busi- 
ness. Play was written by Charles 





Harris Spotting Cohan Show Into 


— 7 





George. 

Last season Green was originally 
interested in Bartlett McCormack’s 
‘Hey, Diddle, Diddle,’ tried out by 
Anne Nichols but not brought to 
Broadway. 


SUSAN’ AGENCY BUY; — 
TOP COMMISH $1.10 


First agency ticket buy of the sea- 
son has been entered into for ‘Susan 
and God,’ rated a smash at the 
Plymouth, by the brokers and now 
Broadway’s top grosser. Deal is for 
a 10-week period and stipulates prin- 
cipally concerning the ticket price. 
Dixie French, g.m. for John Golden, 
producer of ‘Susan,’ obtained an 
agreement from the agencies not to 
charge more than $1.10 over the box- 
office price of $3.30 top. Usual 
agency premium is 75c, plus the tax. 
Buy was principally handled by 
the three leading agencies—Mc- 
Bride’s, Postal-Leblang’s and Tyson 
ta (Sullivan-Kay ). Other 
agencies are also in, but under dif- 
ferent conditions, Last season there 
was a limitation on the price of 
tickets for ‘The Women,’ but whether 
the brokers adhered to the rate is 


HARRIS’ INSURANCE 
GAG ON COHAN SHOW 


Sam H. Harris is understood to 
have tried to take out heavy ‘senti- 
mental insurance’ for ‘I’d Rather Be 
Right’ as protection against any pos- 
sible mishap to President Roosevelt. 
Attempt is said to have been un- 
successful. In the event of any mis- 
hap to the President, the show would 
be forced to close down, 

‘Jubilee,’ the last big Harris musi- 
cal, went into the red for a figure 
reported to have been in the neigh- 
borhood of $70,000. Show closed 
shortly after Mary Boland left the 
cast, having been obliged to fulfill 
picture commitments. 


‘Red Lights’ And 
‘Journeymen’ To 


A. L. Arbitration’ 

















Larger Alvin, N. Y,, at Lesser Top 


‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ sensationally 
publicized musical satire which 
| opened last week in Boston, will be 
spotted at the Alvin, N. Y., with an 
admission top of $4.40, instead of the 
Music Box, where George M. Cohan’s 
name and the show was already in 
lights on the house sign. At the 
scale in the 1,387 seat Alvin the 
show can gross close to $32,000, 
which is as much as could be gotten 
at $5.50 in the original spot, a 1,000 
seater. 


Sam H. Harris, the show’s pro- 
ducer, decided on the larger theatre 
at the lower scale, ruling out $5.50 
as too high a top, especially in light 
of unprecedented press attention 
showered on ‘Right’ throughout the 
country. As soon as it became known 
that the actual names of President 
Roosevelt and administration heads 
were used as characters in the show, 
news and photographic syndicates 
descended upon the Colonial theatre 
in the Hub and remained for days. 


Show drew additional press atten- 
tion when Cohan elected not to use 
a lyric about Al Smith, substituting 
one of his own about the President. 
There were objections from the 
scOre writers, Richard Rodgers and 
Lorenz Hart, who are_ reported 





a question. 
However, with the location of 
seats on both end of tickets now 


used by orders of the Government, | ‘Behind Red Lights’ have been taken 
each agency can be easily checked as 


before the American Arbitration 

to the price charged, since the re-| Assn, by Jack Curtis, producer, and 

verse side is .tamped when sold by} Beth Brown, co-author with the late 

the agencies. Brokers say the de-| Sam Shipman, and the Shipman es- 

mand for ‘Susan’ tickets is so strong| tate. Arbitration will be taken up 

that they can easily secure $6.60 for | some time next week, it is expected. 

any choice locations. Under the AAA rules, an arbitration 

committee will include three mem- 

bers, one chosen by each of the 

disputants and the third from a 

Current Road Shows panel previously chosen by the 

ewe Dramatists Guild and approved un- 

Week of Oct. 17 der the contract with the managers. 

‘Amphitryon 38’ (Lunt and Fon- Cause of the disagreement is the 
tanne), National, Washington, D. C. 
‘Antony and Cleopatra’ (Tallulah 

Bankhead), Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Werba, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 





Dispute over the stock rights to| 

















threatening to go to the Dramatists 
Guild about the matter. However, 
calm prevailed and a new lyric is 
being written by Rodgers and Hart. 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, 
the book writers, laughed it all off 
and so did Cohan, it is said. 


Keeping Show Out 


Feeling that they have an excep- 
tional property in sight, the manager 
and authors began making changes 
after the Boston premiere, despite 
the business drawn. A virtually new 
set was ordered from Donald Oens- 
lager—it will be the third stage 
dress, the first having been thrown 
out at rehearsal—and Clark Robin- 
son was called in to relight the show. 
It was figured that a second week in 
Boston would not provide the re- 
quired time to get ‘Right’ ready and 
it will be moved to Baltimore next 
week, due on Broadway the follow- 
ing week (Nov. 2). 


Much of the electrical equipment, 
including a backstage maze of cables 
is being returned, equipment other- 
wise having been bought on ap- 
proval, That will reduce the pro- 
duction nut about $12,000. Abe Feder 
put in the special lighting system in- 
cluding a new switchboard, which 








disposal by Curtis of the stock rights 
of the play te Jules J. Leventhal, 
without the consent of the authors. 
| Show is now playing a second week 
at Werba’s theatre, Brooklyn, on a 
‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. cut-price basis. It has previously 
‘Brother Rat,’ Academy of Music,} played other houses of the Leventhal 
Roanoke, Va. (9-20). ‘subway circuit.’ 
‘Between the Devil,’ Chestnut St., According to the claim, Curtis dis- 
Philadelphia. posed of the stock rights at a ridicu- 
‘Doll’s House,’ Cass, Detroit. | fously low figure, but obtained a 
‘Follies, Strand, Ithaca, N. Y. (20);| good price for his production. Under 
Shea’s, Bradford, Pa. (21); Shea's, | the Dramatists Guild contract, rights 
Jamestown, N. Y. (22); Shea’s, Erie,| to any play may not be sold with- 
Pa. (23). out the consent of the author. Cur- 
‘I'd Rather Be Right, Colonial,| tis, however, claims he had the au- 
Boston. | thor’s permission to sell the stock 
‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte| rights at his own discretion. Mat- 
Greenwood), Ford’s, Baltimore. ter was taken to the Dramatist 
‘Madame Bovary,’ Grand Opera) Guild, the latter turning it right 
House, Chicago. . |over to the Arbitration Assn. as 
‘May Wine,’ Erlanger, Philadelphia. specified in the basic agreement. 
‘meoom Service,’ Copley, Boston. | Another dramatist scrap, this one 
Room Service,’ Biltmore, Los An- | concerning the adaptation rights to 
se i a Erskine Caldwell’s novel, ‘Journey- 
Pt odes ria man,’ is set for hearing before the 
‘Stage eae | Shubert te Arbitration Assn. late this week. 
‘ ’ . Dispute is between Alfred Hayes and 


Evans), | 
| 


“Tebacce Road, American, St. Soenh :Aiudiies in cis td end 
Louis, Mo. ; 

, : Siig pgs .. | Wallace Waite on the other. Hayes 

Tonight at 38:30,’ Curran, San : : 
Francisco. and Alexander made a dramatization 


of the novel, allegedly with the au- 
thor’s permission. Waite claims they | 
used material from his dramatiza- | 
tion in making theirs. Neither | 
dramatization has been produced. 


‘Tovarich,’ Paramount, Toledo, O. 
(18); Park, Youngstown, O. (19); 
Masonic Aude, Rochester, N. Y. (20); 
Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y. (21-23). 

‘Tovarich,’ Municipal Aude, Okla- 
homa City, Okla. (18); Convention 





Hall, Tulsa, Okla. (19); Poncan, | RR : 
Ponca City, Okla. ,(20); Wichita U. Virginia Notice Up 
Aude, Wichita, Kan. (21); Melba, 





Dallas, Tex. (22-23). Notice of closin 
é ——s osing was posted Mon- 
r cei ey ser _ (Helen Hayes),| day (18) backstage at the Center, 
— : <a theieads | N. Y., for ‘Virginia,’ first show of the 
omen,’ Erlanger, Chicago. | season. Last week’s business was the 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Hart- 
man, Columbus, O. (18-20); English, | best the Rockefeller-backed oper- 


: “9 , ¢ | etta has drawn since opening and an 
agg a yeu. | even break was indicated. Under- 
Harris, Chi. * | stood the violent stock market slump | 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ early this week is responsible for 
Plymouth, Boston. | the protective measure, 

‘You Can't Take It With You,, .ClSing date Saturday is provi-| 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto, Cn. sional and should business improve 
this week ‘Virginia’ will continue. It 
rates as the season’s most costly pro- 
duction. Latter amounted to $170,- 
000 with other expenditures and 
| Basses totaling the red to around 
‘Sing, Sweet Anvels,’ by Belford | $250,000. 
Forrest, will oncn at the Pasadena 


Playhouse, on the Coast, Nov. 16, for MORGAN’S L. A. SCHOOL | 


a week's engagement. Dickson Mor , ' 

a ok a ; s gan, legit director, 
Prana! is hee anes nage peace planed out of N. Y. (17) for Holly- 
since leaving znickK-international, wood, where he will head the Mary | 
Pickford Dramatic Academy, which | 
Marks, Fred Thompson and Clifford | opened yesterday (19). 





| 
t 








Serlin’s Legit Flyer 











‘The Head,’ mystery by Maurice 








Grey, to be produced by Short Plays | School will be located at the Eli! 
Theatre, Inc. | Capitan theatre. i 





goes out. Cost of the show which is 
rated a one-setter still approximates 
$100,000 but the weekly operating 
cost will be as much as ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ which had a $5.50 top in New 
York. 

Top for the opening night is not 
definite. Usual premieres at the 
Music Box have been $7.70 but first 
night for ‘Right’ at the Alvin may 
be less, Harris favoring that idea. 
Advance sale for tickets said to be 
the largest of any Music Box attrac- 
tion. In one day 300 letters with re- 
mittances were received, following 


stories in the press anent the Boston 
opening. 


2 NEW B’WAY ENTRIES 
LAST 3 PERFORMANCES 


Two plays opened last week but 
'both were hastily withdrawn after 
| being panned. ‘Wise Tomorrow,’ an 
English drama backed by the War- 
ners, at the Biltmore, N. Y., opened 
Friday (15) and was withdrawn Sat- 
urday night. Three performances. 














‘WISE TOMORROW’ 


Opened Oct. 15, °37. Chorus 
of emphatic no’s from every 
first-stringer greeted import 


from England. 











‘In Clover’ opened at the Vander- 
bilt Wednesday (13) and did not 
bother about finishing out the week, 
disappearing after Friday night's 
performance. Also three perform- 
ances. 





‘IN CLOVER’ 
Opened Oct. 13, '37. Unani- 
mous thumbs-down from all 
critics who cracked it hard. 
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Outlook for legiters, which was 
fairly bright up to a short time ago, 
is currently gloomier than at the be- 
ginning of the season, Actors, agents 
and producers are all complaining. 
With plays postponed or dropped, 
many agents who were rushed head- 
long into casting activities are now 
twiddling their thumbs, 

This is partially explained by the 
fact that many of the plays with 
which agents were active with are 
all set and are already in rehearsal. 
Others to which they had looked 
forward have either been postponed 
or dropped. Stock market has had 


its effect with the withdrawing of 
cagital, but in cases where dough 
hal been held up, plays were prob- 
ably risky or more expensive than 
was wise to consider undertaking at 
this time. 

Another factor which is a head- 
ache for the agents is the tendency 
on the part of managers to do their 
own casting, with the exception of 
a few instances which they cannot 
handle themselves. Reports also state 
that a number of agents are looking 
toward Hollywood to find work for 
their clients, whom they are finding 
impossible to place here. More repu- 
table agents are not doing this, how- 
ever, preferring to hold out for their 
younger people, especially, the even- 
tual hope of making progress in legit. 


Several casting agents report that 
there seem to be more young play- 
ers who have blown into town this 
fall expecting to crash into legit 
than for several seasons heretofore. 
Included among these are undoubt- 

.edly talented youngsters, but more 
than the usual number of incom- 
petents. 


Theatre Guild casting was practi- 
cally all done at one time this sea- 
son, with five plays being readied al- 
most simultaneously. Casting execu- 
tives there state they have never 
been busier or seen more people in 
so short a time. 


Despite the dearth of scripts and 
employment in New York itself at 
the present time, there are a good 
many actors employed on the road, 
as there were more than 20 shows 
out last week. Several of -these are 
headed for Broadway, but most are 
road companies of shows in town or 
which have played here, 


Over 400 embryo players have reg- 
istered with the American Theatre 
Council committee which aims to 
discover stage talent. Response is 
considered exceptional because only 
one New York daily carried a de- 
tailed story explaining how applica- 
tions should be sent to the commit- 
tee, which has quarters with the 
Theatre League, Sardi building. 


Analysis of the applications shows 
that about 7% are junior members 
of Equity. It is this element which 
complained that after securing a 
small part or having worked as un- 
derstudies, they have been unable to 
find engagements. Most of the appli- 
cants have taken drama courses in 
colleges, some others coming from 
dramatic schools. 


Committee will shortly hold audi- 
tions and those who display talent 
will be cast for private perform- 
ances, to which managers will be in- 
vited. Hoped make selections there- 
from for regular jobs. 


SUBSCRIBERS HYPOED 
‘BOVARY’ TO 126, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 19. 


Subscription sale kept ‘Madame 
Bovary’ from being pretty much of 
a dud last week at Nixon. Theatre 
Guild show, first of ATS series of 
SIX, took unanimous critical drub- 
bing and window sale was virtually 
nil. Managed to get around $12,000, 
most of that coming from season tix. 
_ ATS apparently running off its list 
in quick order, same as last season, 
with “Tovarich’ coming in Monday 
(25) as second offering, following 
current ‘Antony and _ Cleopatra.’ 
Nixon has finally corralled a booking 
for Nov. 1, Charlotte Greenwood’s 
Leaning on Letty,” but nothing so 
far set to follow that until Thanks- 
Siving week, when ‘Victoria Regina’ 
lands. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Madame Bovary’ (Nixon; 2,100; 
$2.75). First of ATS shows took 
critical drubbing and would have 








been plenty in the dog-house with- | 


out subscription Got 


backing. 
$12,000, acking 


Unusual Number of Legit Players 
Hanging Around B way; Slow Season 


4 





‘ 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Three Waltzes’—Shuberts. 

‘As You Like It/—Dwight D. 
Wiman. 

‘Too Many Heroes’ 
lence’)—Carly Wharton. 

‘Golden Boy’ (‘Manly Art’) 
—Group Theatre. 

‘Right This Way’—Alice Alex- 
ander. 

‘Hooray 
berts. 

‘Ghost of Yankee Doodle’— 
Theatre Guild. 

‘Four Cents a Word’—Chery] 
Crawford. 

‘Father Malachy’s Miracle’— 
Delos Chappell. 


(‘Vio- 


For What!’—Shu- 


‘Young Mr. Disraeli’—Alex 
Yokel. 

‘Many Mansions’—Alexander 
Kirkland. 

‘Julius Caesar’ — Mercury 
Theatre. 

‘Born In a  Trunk’—Jack 
Curtis. 











Lunts Wow Balto 
For $18,000, New 





Abbott Play 76 


Baltimore, Oct. 19. 


Legit season here reached a rousing 
climax last week with the four-day 
booking of the new Guild production 
of ‘Amphytrion 38’ at Ford’s. The 
Lunts, always very big here, rolled 
up a tremendous advance and be- 
ginning with a sellout and brilliant 
opening Wednesday night (13) 
marked up a succession of clean 
racks for the subsequent four shows 
to hit a very socko $18,000 for the 
half week. Raves from local crix 
and added editorial mention gave 
much space and comment to revival 
of town as a legit stronghold, 

At the Maryland, George Abbott 
opened his latest try, a whodunit, 
‘Angel Island,’ garnering a steady 
$7,000 for the week. Pre-Broadway 
workout in same house that brought 
‘Brother Rat’ and ‘Room Service’ to 
light, got off to rousing opening 
night, and tapered off toward end of 
week faced with capacity take of 
‘Amphytrion’ at Ford’s., 

‘Leaning on Letty’ current at 
Ford’s this week with good sale re- 
ported, Maryland is dark. Next 
week has ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ 
scheduled for Ford’s and a new one 
‘Many Mansions’ set for debut at the 
Maryland. Mil orders already flood- 
ing in for the Cohan opus. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Amphytrion 38,’ Ford's (1,988; 
$2.78). A wow from the opening 
gun Wednesday night (13), rolling 
up socko $18,000 for five shows. 
Press and public went for this Guild 
opener and the Lunts in rave fashion. 

‘Angel Island,’ Maryland (1,570; 
$2.20). Very strong opening night 
for this new Abbott try, tapered 
down towards end of week to total 
of $7,000, good for a tryout. 


Greenwood Took $50,000 
Out of Philly in 4 Weeks 


First show to stick four weeks in 
Philadelphia is ‘Leaning on Letty’ 
with Charlotte Greenwood reported 
to have been the draw over the 
show itself. Attraction ‘is currently 
in Baltimore. During the Philly date 
the total takings went close to $50,- 
| 000, which is regarded as an indica- 











tor for business there this season. 


‘Letty’ accomplished a long run in 
Chicago last season. It is the same 
play shown on Broadway as ‘Post 
Road’ and may possibly repeat with 
the star, although she has other 
plans for a metropolitan showing. 





‘Daughter’ 8G, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Oct. 19. 


registered a fair $8,500 last week, 
pulling up with a hefty $3,000 for 
the matinee and night performance 
Saturday (15). Show sought a three 
day date, but house insisted on a full 
week. 

Idle this week, the theatre has 
‘Doll House’ next week and Tallulah 
| Bankhead in ‘Antony and Cleo- 
‘patra’ the week of Nov. 1. 





‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ sec- | 
ond show of the season for the Cox, | 


‘Tovarich’ Mild $1,500 
In Nashville 1-Niter 


Nashville, October 19. 

‘Tovarich’ drew only $1,500 at Ry- 
man Auditorium last Thursday night, 
although the one-night engagement 
was season opener and the ancient 
house where it piayea has been ex- 
tensively renovated. Audience and 
critics, however, warmly applauded 
the comedy, Eugenie Leontovich and 
the rest of the cast. ~ 

‘Ziegfeld Follies’ on Nov. 3 is next 
date, followed by Tallulah Bankhead 
in ‘Antony and Cleopatra’ on Nov. 
11, and Fritz Kreisler on Nov. 15, 

Other dates announced by Mrs. L. 
C. Naff, manager, include “Tobacco 
Road,’ ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
‘The Women,’ ‘The Show Is On’ 
‘King Richard II,’ (Maurice Evans), 
‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen Hayes), 


COHAN, $25,000, 
HAYES $29,000, 
HUB SOCKS 


Boston, Oct. 19. 

As far as this town is concerned, 
the new George M, Cohan musical, 
‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ which ribs the 
New Deal is a smash hit. Whether 
Broadway will buy it so heavily is 
a moot question; and revisions are 
being made in the musical end daily 
during the two-week tryout here. 
Sam Harris has added one more 
week to the road prelim, and will 
take the new Rodgers-Hart piece to 
Baito for the final finishing. 

Helen Hayes concluded a jammo 
four-week run of ‘Victoria Regina’ 
Saturday night (16) at the Shubert 
and Joan Bennett moved in as new 
star of ‘Stage Door,’ Monday (18). 

Maurice Evans opened one week 
of ‘Richard II’ at the Opera House, 
Monday night. 

‘Can’t Take It With You’ finished 
6th week at the Plymouth with 
healthy tally; and ‘Room Service’ 
looks very solid after two weeks at 
the Copley. Because the Copley is 
out of the main rialto, management 
opened up a downtown boxoffice at 
the Wilbur (being renovated), tied 
up with cab companies; and A. G. 
Munro, gen. mgr. for Shuberts here 
had upper Stuart street changed 
from one-way to two-way last week 
to facilitate traffic movement in the 
Copley area. 

The Wilbur, the second Shubert 
house to be redecorated and re- 
opened this season, is slated to be 
ready for the Abbey Theatre Play- 
ers, due to enter about Nov. 22. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Shubert) ($3.30) 
(4th week—final). Miss Hayes played 
to capacity every performance, and 
standee biz built weekly. Final 
frame just eased over the smash 3d 
week, making the finale a marvel- 
ous $29,100. Total gross for the four 
weeks was $110,594, an _ all-time 
house record at the scale. Claimed 
the only reason ‘Victoria’ failed to 
top John Gielgud’s figure for ‘Ham- 
let?’ last season was because this 
Saturday matinee top was $2.50, 
while the Gielgud top was $3. Also, 
the Shakespeare engagement was for 
only a single week. 

‘’d Rather Be Right’ (Colonial) 
($3.30) (1st week). Cohan is always 
a favorite here and they like him 
in this new topical musical. Open- 
ing week, drew capacity every night 
and matinees very heavy, boosting 
initial take to socko $27,000. So big 
extra matinee this (final) week. 

‘Room Service’ (Copley) ($2.50) 
(2a week). Topped first week’s fig- 
ure substantially, with holiday and 
overflow biz tallying a nifty $11,000. 
Looks set for at least another month. 

‘Can’t Take It With You’ (Ply- 
mouth) ($2.50) (6th week). Can't 
stop this one which seems to be on 
everybody’s must list. Sixth frame 
big $15,000, with holiday hypo. 


ABBEY PLAYERS START 
TO CLICK ON B’WAY 


The Abbey Players who started 
|mildly at the Ambassador, N. Y., 
| found a winner in ‘The Far Off Hills’ 
| and the repertory plan has been ar- 
| ranged, Takings were quoted 
|around $10,000. ‘Hills’ will hold over 
\for a third week with ‘Playboy of 
| the Western World’ the next attrac- 
| tion, Nov. 1. 

Dublin troupe started off with a 
schedule calling for a different re- 
vival every two or three days, until 
j Hills’ proved a draw. Engagement 
was first listed for four weeks, but 
will be extended. 


‘Rat’ 5 Fine Wks., New’k 


Newark, Oct. 19. 














‘Brother Rat’ last week closed the | 


‘short, but very successful legit sea- 
| son at the Shubert of five weeks, its 
top take a splendid $12,000. House 


now vaudfilms. 


‘Susan’ New B'way 


‘Star Wagon’ 1714 


The stock market slump will prob- 
ably dent legit grosses this week, but 
with some excellent business last 
week aided by extra Columbus Day 
matinees, and two new hits on the 
boards, Broadway looks ahead ex- 
pectantly to next month 
tractions highly regarded 
town will arrive. 

‘Susan and God’ is the new leader. 
Takings for the first full week al- 
most reached $21,000 at the Plym- 
outh. The steady line at the box 
office and the demand in the agen- 
cles indicate the strength of the 
draw. ‘The Star Wagon,’ first click 
of the season, edged up a bit and 
approximated $17,500 at the Empire. 
‘To Quito and Back’ fared better 
than the notices warranted, and ap- 
proximated $14,000 at the Guild. 
English play, ‘George and Margaret,’ 
did fairly well. Abbey Players final- 
ly got in stride with ‘The Far Off 
Hills.’ 

The holdovers which are benefiting 
from the slow arrival of fresh attrac- 
tions were topped by ‘The Women’ 
last week, which got $19,500 on nine 
performances. ‘Room Service’ at 


out of 


You,’ $16,600, were the other higher 
brackets. 

Business for most of the 
eased off, but ‘Virginia’ went up- 
ward. That, however, did not pre- 
vent the posting of a_ provisional 
closing notice this week. 


Only two entrants last week and 
both fast flops. ‘In Clover’ folded at 
the Vanderbilt and ‘Wise Tomor- 
row’ followed suit, each expiring 
after three performances. 


others 


but one new show, ‘Angel Island,’ 
| which starts tonight (20) at the Na- 
|tional. Late next week schedules 
| the Surrey Players from the summer 
spots in ‘As You Like It,’ Ritz. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Angel Island,’ National (1st week) 
(D-1,164; $3.30). Presented by George 
Abbott; written by Bernie Angus; 
well received in Baltimore last 
week; opens tonight (20). 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (28th 
week) (M-1,385; $3.30). With little 
musical competition, business holds 
to fairly good figures; last week es- 
timated over $15,000. 

‘Blow Ye Winds,’ 46th St. 5th 
week) (C-1,375; $3.30). Not indi- 
cated to stick unless perking up this | 
week; last week around $5,000. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Hudson (45th week) 
(C-1,097; $3.30), First week here 
held same pace as at Biltmore before 
moving; $7,500. 

‘French Without Tears,’. Miller 
(4th week) (C-944; $3.30). Slightly 
under previous week as similar to 
others not playing extra (Columbus 
Day) matinees; well over $9,000. 

‘George and Margaret,’ Morosco 
(5th week) (C-961 $3.30). Holds to 
fairly good money and should span 
fall period; takings again approxi- 
mated $10,000. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(35th week) (C-957; $3.30). dver- 
tising final weeks but may move to 
another spot; house slated to get ‘For 
Mice and Men’ next month. 

‘In Clover,’ Vanderbilt. Yanked 





Friday (15th) after three perform- 
ances. 

‘Lady Has a Heart,’ Longacre (4th 
week) (CD-1,019; $3.30). Still in 


doubt, but some business because of 
few new arrivals; rated around 
$5,000. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (23rd week) 
(C-1,059; $3.30). Went to $18,000. last 
week in nine performances: one of 
leaders which gave added matinee on 
Columbus Day. 

‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (3rd 
week) (CD-1,036; $3.30). Broadway's 
new straight play leader; first full 
week takings close to $21,000; agen- 
cies arranged exceptional buy. 

‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire (4th 
week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). List’s other 
new hit the first to click this season: 
played to $17,500 last week to run- 
ner-up honors among new shows. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (43rd 
week) (C-1,048; $3.30).—Holdover 
standout which got big money last 


week; played extra matinee and 
grossed $19,500. 
‘To Quito and Back,’ Guild (3rd 


week) (D-914; $3.30). Rated around 





when at- | 


$18,000 and ‘You Can't Take It With | 
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Leader at $21,000, 
G; Locking to Nov. 


week; capacity pace-plus continues 
| and should last into next spring. 


Revivals 


Abbey Players, Ambassador; Irish 
| troupe finally presented a draw in 
|The Far Off Hills’ and repertory 
| dropped for time: $10,000. 
| “The Fireman’s Flame,’ American 
| Music Hall; old type meller doing 
okay. 

WPA 

| Professional,’ Elliott; revival drew 
| standees Saturdsy night when gate 
| topped $500; 83c top. 

| ‘A Hero Is Born,’ Adelphi; so-so. 


VICTORIA’ SALE 
$50,000, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

Philly’s legit season is off to a 
fresh start this week, with all hands 
now expressing optimism and look- 
iug forward to a socko six or eight 
weeks before the pre-holiday slump 
clips biz. 

“Victoria Regina’ leads the parade, 
getting a strong start at the Forrest. 
Advance totaled over $50,000. There 
were only a few scattered singles in 
the orchestra the first night, and 
there won't be that many tonight, 
After this it looks like three capacity 
weeks. For a couple of seasons now 
Philly’s weakest performance, even 
for established New York hits, has 
been the first. That can be figured 
for tryouts, but it’s hard to under- 
stand why the local burghers hold 
off on Hayes, Cornell and the Lunts 
until after the opening. 

‘May Wine’ bowed in at the Erlan- 
ger last night with fairly good money 
in the house considering the stiff 
opposish; this Romberg operetta is 
playing at a $2 top. Engagement is 
for two weeks. 

Tonight the season’s first tryout 
arrives—the Shuberts’ musical, ‘Bee 
tween the Devil,’ well regarded on 
its New Haven opening. Decision to 
postpone the local debut one night 
is figured wise. Advance is good. 
Guild’s ‘Madame Bovary’ will inau- 
gurate ATS subscription season at 
the Chestnut Nov. 1, and the next 
week there will be two tryouts bow- 
ing in. At the Forrest, the Shuberts 
will unlimber another musical im- 
portation, “Three Waltzes,’ and at the 
Erlanger, Samuel Nixon-Nirdlinger 
announces ‘Four Cents a Word,’ with 
Romney Brent and Muriel Kirkland. 
First is in for two weeks; latter for 
one. 

Last week’s trade was mild, with 
Philly drama patrons apparentiy 
holding off. Complete set of adverse 
notices didn’t help Walter Hampden’s 
revival of ‘The Passing of the Third 
Floor Back,’ at the Erlanger, Crix 
all jumped on this one as out-dated 
and erratically acted and staged. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Chestnut) (1.- 
646; $2.50) (4th week). Charlotte 
Greenwood wound up profitable en- 
gagement with this comedy last Sat- 
urday, with intake at $9,500. ‘Between 
the Devil’ opens tonight. 

‘Passing of the Third Floor Back’ 
(Erlanger) (1,859; $2) (one week 
only). Panned all along the line, 
and biz reacted the same way. With 
low scale, it limped through to a 
weak $5,000. ‘May Wine’ this week. 


‘SERVICE’ NEAR 106, 
L.A., FTP TILTS GATE 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 
‘Room Service’ continues to play 
to satisfactory returns at the Biit- 
more, where it is now in its third 
week, with one more to go. Holly- 
wood mob is going fairly strong for 
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$14,000, not exceptional with sub-| this George Abbott comedy and it 
scription support; but better than| /00ks like final two weeks will also 
expected, | be profitable. 

‘Tebacee Road,’ Forrest (202nd! Federal Theatre Project is going 


week) (C-1,107; $1.65).—Long-stayer| to town this week when it presents 
keeps playing along to some profit| ‘Ready, Aim, Fire,’ its first musical 


every week; getting around $6,000, 
which is okay under set-up. 

‘Virginia,’ Center (8th week) 
(M-3,438; $3.30). Strong weekend 
support upped previous pace; gross 
around $25,000, said to be best actual 
figure to date; even break but notice 
up. 

‘Wise Tomorrow,’ Biltmore. With- 
drawn suddenly Saturday; panned; 
played three perforrnances, 
| ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
|} house (36th week) (C-878; $3.30). 
Eased off last week when takings 
| approximated $9,500; however, prof- 
| itable and indefinite. 
| ‘You 
Booth (45th week) (C-708: $3.30). In 
nine times gross went to $16,600 last 





Can't Take It With You,’4 


| of the current season. Piece by Gene 
| Stone and Jack Robinson goes into 
the Hollywood Playhouse (22) at 
$1.10 top, highest FTP top since its 
inception out here. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Room Service,’ Biltmore (C-1,656: 
| $2.75) (2nd week). Trade jumped 
| after opener and second stanza hit 
neat $9,700. Two more to go. 

WPA 

| ‘Ready, Aim, Fire,” Hollywood 
Playhouse. Debuts (22) as first $1.10 
| piece staged by local project. Cast 
| of 80. 

‘The World We Live In,’ Mayan. 
Now in final week. closing (24) after 
i successful run. 
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Road Nixing Stale Hits, Prefers 
Recasts; Cornell, the Lunts Okay 


— 








Chicago, Oct. 19. 
Chicago and the other midwest 
towns usually accounted part of the 
road are actively opposed 
shows which are more than a few 





Anteny and Cleopatra 
Buffalo, Oct. 19. 


legit to 


. I.aurence Rivers, Inc., presents Tallulah 
on Asn thee } ~ > »AmMon- , 
months old. This has been demon Bankhead in Shakespeare’s ‘Antony and 
strated with increasing frequency | cic ra’ + with Conway Tearle, and a 
Aurin<s a lac raar rt he cus- \ i 50 including John Emery, Fania 
luring the last year, with the cus estiongl Steen Chained Teaakee “Wale 
tomers refusing to patron’ze theatres | ja Averell Harris, Wilfred Seagram 
placarding shows of a previous sea- LN a i Arcam Mig Page woe rita 
A P tirwald, CGeorge . lil, rec anschi, 
syn, no matter how big a hit the] wiiton ‘Grate Ralph Chambers, Richard 
show may have been. itoss, J. Malcolm Dunn, Georgia Hervey 
On the other hand, shows which | {\jiJ"Stunk Ie Production wectaned 
are new and within two months or so | by Jo Mielziner. Staged by Reginald Bach. 
of their ovening in New York or | Music by Virgil Thomson, 








i 7 ] een making | ; ; : 
preity Bem sg Shops Any S| With this kaleidoscopic and color- 


| ful production of Shakespeare’s im- 
Hinterland public would rather see fenedh museum-piece, r 


a new show with a second company | Bankhead makes a serious bid for 
than wait a year and see the orig-! stellar honors of the English-speak- 
inal cast. They realize it’s impos-|ing stage. But the ghosts of her 
sible for the same cast to be playing | illustrious predecessors in the role— 
simultaneously in New York and 


‘Play Out of Town | 





Tallulah| 


‘GERTIE’S GARTER’ IN 


Modjeska and Langtry, Potter and | 


exception of one or two scenes, not- 
ably the historic messenger passage, 
the star scarcely enlarges her acting 
stature. The opening found Miss 
Bankhead in bad voice, too, which 
did not add to the effectiveness of 
her portrayal. Mr. Tearle’s Antony. 
not to put too fine a point on it, was 
rather a beefy afiair. Bare shanks, 
modern barbering and the drawing- 


Council Airs 





room manner are not auspicious ad- 
juncts to the majestic Roman idea. 
Nor do Mr. Tearle’s nervous feet aid 


| Play on B’way 





the impression. In a tough spot per- 





sonally and_ professionally, ohn 
Emery as Caesar easily walks off 
with the acting honors. Of regal ap- 
pesrance and reading with clarity 
and understanding, he delivers the 


IN CLOVER 


Comedy ia three acts. 


Vanderbilt Oct. 13, 7. by John and Jer- 


oft, 





, rold Krimsky; written by Allan Scott; 
role to the hilt. He was so good that | staged by Alexander Dean; $3.30 top. 
when Miss Bankhead knelt before Blecta Horabios 5A Zaman ( ng ae 

; ri ~) 3% arriet freeman eeeeeeeeece é aie Morea 
him with the famous ‘my noble lord a teams... wan aren 
and master’ lines, no one laughed. | fyogerick L, ParsonS.-....+s+02 rege, Seon et 
And that’s plenty good. Averell] Archie Gaunt............. Joseph Sweeney 
Harris as Pompey and Thomas | Isabelle Gaunt.........+--- Helen Strickland 
Chalmers as Enobarbus were towers | Mary Jane Walker........-; -- Ce Ze 

7 aa . 3 Hank Thornton......-cceces Bertram Thorn 
of strength in the cast. Dr. Brewer. ..cccccocccccvcccs Alert Bergn 

If business warrants, the spectacle | polly LaVarre Brewer........ Dennie Moore 

iwill be taken through the south | Fddie...........-cceseeeeeees ‘Don Met lure 
this winter before hazarding a New | ((UCSi--:----srsssesseseseeess a 
York showing. Burton. Gue Batete cs ee et hunted seecuine Pete Barker 
CEOs cic ncsescucdscutees seas Carmen Lewis 
Witlowy Chap... cscicccessece Robert Crane 





Here’s the type of show which 


$19,410 DAMAGE SUIT 


the season. It’s mostly dross, and an 
impossibility as a draw. 





Presented at the 


Luncheon Confab of Am. Theatre 
Ideas to Aid Legit 


Resolution calling for early cur- 
tains for one matinee and one eve- 
ning performance a week in New 
York legit houses was passed Mon- 
day (18) at a luncheon meeting given 
by the American Theatre Council 
for heads of the women’s clubs of 
New York and vicinity. Decision was 
in response to the meeting’s purpose 
of finding out how ‘to make theatre- 
going easier and more attractive.’ 

Supplementary resolution, offered 
by William A. Brady, calling for the 
establishment of a central bureau for 
the dissemination of information 
about theatres, theatre-going and 





generally limps in at the fag end of 





t':ket sales, was also passed. Expense 
of the bureau would be met by pro- 
ducers. While the second resolution 
avoided mention of use of the .bu- 
r-au as a ticket asency, it was the 
gencral understanding of the meet- 
ing that that would be one of its 
principal functions. 


_— Ra. in SE In fact, when Marcus Heiman 
‘ ; Collier and Marlowe—rise up to con- British Dominions Film Corp. " . eiman, 
Chicago or the road at the same time, | found her and bring her off dis-|ttq has filed suit in the N. Y. su- Pon — Beet or od i = Theatre Council exee and head of 
and for that reason are perfectly | tinctly as second best. Here is one | 2 ae 


satisfied to see a different company. 

Unless it contains an outstanding 
name, the cast means nothing to the 
road public. It’s the show they’re 
interested in. This has beep proven 
by the click here for such shows as 
‘Three 


and ‘Brother Rat,’ all with road com- 
panies. 
Too Old fer B.O. 


On the other hand, hit shows which 
have been kept out of Chicago and 
other road towns for a season or 
more, do nothing when they arrive. 
Simple reason is that it’s old news 
and the public is busy talking and 
thinking of this season’s shows. “The 
Show Is On,’ which lasted only 10 
days at the Grand here, is an ex- 
ample of the stay-away habit of the 
midwest public as far as old shows 
are concerned. 

With communications and news 
spreading rapidly these days, New 
York’s hit show of the night before 
is breakfast table talk in all legit- 
conscious homes throughout. the 
country. And those people want to 
s?2 that show as quickly as possible. 
They don’t want to wait a year for it. 

Only in the cases of names such 
as Katharine Cornell, Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne, Helen Hayes, 
Katharine Hepburn, etc., are there 
exceptions to this rule. Public will 
capacity the houses for these people 
in shows either before or long after 
their New York runs; but in those 
cases it’s the name attraction and not 
the show that is the particular box- 
office bait. It’s simply a physical 
impossibility for the name perform- 
ers to be two places at one time. 
But the public doesn’t feel that it 
holds the same for shows. They see 
no reason why the shows can’t be 
sent out as are pictures. 

In the past few years there has 
been a growing readiness of New 
York producers to follow just that 
plan, with three companies organized 
quickly to support the road for hit 
New York companies; one for the 
east and south, another for Chicago 
and still another for the Coast and 
midwest. They have found that only 
by sending out companies as quickly 
as possible can the best results be 
obtained on the ephemeral publicity 
a hit show receives in New York 
and throughout the nation. 


;}a magnihcent 


Men on a Horse,’ ‘Leaning on 
Latty.’ ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 





of Shakespeare’s great acting dramas, 
soaring poetic play, 
which in this presentation not only 
fails to soar but frequently becomes 
scarcely ambulatory. Making due 
allowance for the difficulties of an 
opening performance hampered by a 
lavish and unwieldy production, the 
whole proceedings bog down both 
because of faulty and indistinct dic- 
tion on the part of most of a large 
cast inexperienced in the reading of 
Elizabethan verse and because of un- 
evenness and lack of continuity in the 
direction. The performance is hesi- 
tant and unsustained and the re- 
siduary over-all impression left by 
this overpowering story which is the 
all-time dramatic epitome of the dis- 
integration of a heroic personality 
under the slavish spell of an in- 
human sorceress who breaks herself 
in victory, this dramatic fatalistic 
ruin of two mighty souls triumphant 
in death through the power of love 
is, in the end, that it is an indiffer- 
ent thing of dramatic shreds and 
patches. 


Miss Bankhead brought the idea of 
this revival to Rowland Stebbins un- 
doubtedly as the result of her Lon- 
don experiences. For her aspiration, 
she deserves credit. Stebbins has 
poured a golden mint into the pro- 
duction, the cost of which reputedly 
runs close to $75,000. When the set- 
tings arrived for the opening per- 
formance, they were found too mas- 
sive for transportation and following 
the premiere were shipped back into 
New York to await the Broadway 
opening. In the meantime and for 
the road tour, Jo Mielziner has cre- 
ated a secondary production which 
is highly creditable chiefly because 
of its vivid costuming and brilliant 
lighting effects, 

Chief criticism must be directed 
toward the acting and direction. 
There would seem no excuse for a 
Shakespearean cast not only unable 
to read blank verse but, with only 
one or two exceptions, largely in- 
audible. Both Miss Bankhead and 
Tearle are severe offenders in this 
respect, and in Shakespeare, where 
every line, if not every word, is a 
contribution to the main effect, the 
offense is unpardonable. The Strunk 
adaptation subordinates the imperial 
Roman theme in favor of the love 
story. but in the direction the em- 
phasis is lost. Instead of a swift- 
moving, sustained continuity of in- 
terest and action, the sweep of the 
story is allowed to lapse repeatedly, 
the proceedings becoming at times 
not even pedestrian. 

The histrionie contributions of the 
periormance leave much to be de- 
sired, There is a modicum of queen- 





liness in this Cleopatra and with the 
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preme court against Wilson Collin- 


|son, playright, and Hopwood Plays, 


which it 
defendants 


Inc., to recover $19,410 
claims it lost when 
breached a contract in connection 
with foreign rights to Collinson’s 
story, ‘Getting Gertie’s Garter,’ Judge 
Bernard L. Shientag on Monday 
(18) granted defendants’ demand 
that the film corporation put up a 
bond of $2,500 to insure the action. 
British avers that it contracted 
with Hopwood for the picture rights 
for Australasia in 1932, but when at- 
tempt was made to show the picture 
under the title ‘Night of the Garter,’ 
in that location learned that all 
rights has been previously given to 
Frank O'Neill, who was producing 
the stage version at the time. The 
British Corp. had to buy out O’Neill 
for $4,410, before the picture could 
be exhibited. As a result plaintiff 
claims delay cost it another $15,000 
and seeks to recover full amount. 


MASK & WIG CLUB’S 
50TH PRODUCTION 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

Mask and Wig Club of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania is presenting 
its 50th annual show this year and, 
to celebrate, aims to make it more 
elaborate than usual, It will go un- 
der the title of ‘Fifty-Fifty’ and will 
include a number of skits, song 
numbers and specialties from past 
Mask and Wig shows which have 








Music Hall, an upper East Side spot, 
where the old-time melodramatics, 
such as ‘The Fireman’s Flame’ (cur- 
rent) is played to the accompaniment 
of beer, booze and Bronx cheers; also 
an olio which is the works. That 
sort of stuff is hilarious, but not so 
with comedy, ‘In Clover,’ their first 
regular stage try. Even as a first 
time—no dice. 


Story has to do with a nice enough 
young couple who decide a home in 
the country—specifically, Connecti- 
cut—is the right idea, and so sepa- 
rate themselves from most of the 
bankroll they’ve saved. Jim and 
Harriet Freeman might have been 
contented in the new environment, 
but a lot of things happen that turn 
the domicile topsy-turvy. Not the 
least in gumming the works is a nit- 
wit guest, one of Harriet’s girl 
friends, 

The Freemans are in the hands of 
skin-flint New Englander.’ They are 
gypped in the price of the house. 
Then the well runs dry. What to 
do—whether to drill an artesian well 
or buy part of the water rights to a 
nearby brook. There is a lot of 
chatter about the situation, and most 
first-nithters didn’t seem to care 
whether there was water in the 
house or not. References to bath- 
room usages didn’t help, either. 

Country doctor who owns the 
brook has a giddy wife, and Har- 
riet’s guest intimates that Jimmy has 
been more than friendly with her. 
Right away the little wife thinks of 
divorce, and packs up to_ leave. 

There is a line here and there 
which didn’t sound like it was from 
the same author. Alexander Dean, 
a professorial” drama __ instructor. 
staged the play after its original 
weak disnlay in Baltimore, but noth- 


ing could be done about it. Cast has 
several rated players, includinz 
Claudia Morgan, Dennie Moore and 
Myron McCormick. Impression was 
that they toiled in vain. Ibee. 


(Withdrawn Friday (15) after 
three performances; printed for the 
record. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


When it was stated that the group Theatre (N. Y.) did not split profits 
at the end of the season, a spokesman representing it explained that is not 
the custom. For several seasons the Group used profits to sojourn to 
the country during the summer, there to prepare for the coming season. 
Last summer there was no rural interlude, players having scattered after 
the closing of ‘Johnny Johnson,’ some going to Hollywood. , 

Matter came up when Jules Garfield quit his $300 per week berth in 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ to rejoin the Group, taking a minor -part in 
‘Golden Boy,’ renamed from ‘The Manly Art,’ also ‘Golden Gloves.’ He is 
to get $40 weekly, but said he owed the Group an obligation. 


stood out prominently in their time. 

Following the custom established 
last season the Wiggers will offer 
their show during the Thanksgiving 
holiday instead of Easter week. The- 
atre this year will be the Erlanger, 
indie house which the club has not 
played in several years. 











Erlanger theatre, Philadelphia, is celebrating its 10th anniversary this 
week. House, now operated independently by Samuel F. G. Nixon- 
Nirdlinger, was originally built as a member of the Syndicate chain to 
succeed the old Forrest on Broad street. It is located at 21st and Market, 


well removed from old rialto, but Philly’s legit houses are all scattered 
these days. 











| well as legit. 











House has had many vicissitudes, having had several seasons of pix as 
Fred Stone opened the house in a musical. 





Frank Gillmore, who returned from the west last Friday (15), appeared 
completely recovered from the indisposition that caused his doctor to order 
a sca voyage. First three days on the boat to Hollywood, a congested con- 
dition of the chest kept him abed and he walked on crutches for a time. 

Equity head left the A.F. of L. convention in Denver hurriedly Wednes- 


day morning after learning of the resignation of executive secretary, Paul 
Dulzell. 





Since it opened at the Guild theatre, N.Y., 12 minutes of dialog have 
been sliced from ‘To Quito and Back,’ the Ben Hecht drama which drew 
fire from the critics. During the Boston tryout the author was asked to 
make cuts but refused. Too much verbiage in the script appears to have 
surfeited first nighters. Claimed that ‘Quito’ is drawing better attendance 


than other attractions at the Guild last season, when, however, there were 
no standouts. 





Script of ‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ the Kaufman-Hart comedy, was 
submitted to Federal Judge John Knox last week (15) by Howard E. Rein- 
heimer, counsel, who is defending the authors from a charge of plagiarism. 
Plaintiff is Virginia Gordon who claims part of her ‘Rash Moments’ was 
lifted. Her script was also submitted. Judge Knox is reading both, 


the League of New York Theatres, 
referred to the proposal as a ticket 
agency, Brady interjected, ‘Beware 
of the words Central Agency—and 
you know why.’ Then went on to 
explain, ‘God knows I’ve fought the 
ticket brokers for years and I know 
how hopeless it is. 
Brauy on Specs 

He then related efforts of the NRA 
theatre authority to control specula- 
tion in tickets and told of how ‘one 
producer’ (pointing at Brock Pem- 
berton, who was present) was threat- 
ened with assassination unless 
charges against a speculator were 
dropped. Later, he said, pressure 
was brought to bear from Washing- 
ton to thwart efforts to control ticket 
speculation. 

After Charles B. Cochran, London 
producer, told about ticket distribu- 
tion in England, Brady explaine 
that the fault in ticket speculation 
lies with the public rather than with 
the producers, who, he claimed, for 
many years have tried to halt the 
practice. Meeting then went on rec- 
ord as opposing ‘discrimination’ 
against the legitimate theatre in the 
matter of building and fire laws and 
liquor licenses. Pledge was made by 
the 150 women present to fight the 
‘injustice.’ Brady offered to contrib- 
ute $10,000 to any charity named if 
the women backed him and he failed 
to win. 

Pointed out that the meeting’s 
resolutions may or may not have 
any effect. Actually they are merely 
suggestions to the Theatre Council 
committee, which may act on them 
or not, as it sees fit. 

Courtesy at the B. O. 

Following suggestions were ad- 
vanced at the meeting: School for 
courtesy for box office men (and 
more complaints from patrons about 
discourtesy), refreshments between 
the acts at matinees, ending the sale 
of lemonade in theatres, posting in 
the lobby of a chart of the theatre’s 
seating arrangement, no seating of 
late-comers during scenes, discounts 
for theatre parties at least equal to 
that obtainable at cut-rate agencies, 
special low-priced sections for stu- 
cents, better phone reverberation fa- 
cilities, list of parking lots for motor- 
ists, Was also voted to send a ques- 
tionnaire to the members of all 
sroups represented at the meeting. 


BALTO ADOPTS ABBOTT 


Key-to-the-City Stuff, Etc —Feted 
at Banquet 











Baltimore, Oct. 19. 
George Abbott, rated a Baltimore 
institution by local Ad Club, was 
tendered a luncheon this week, dur- 
ing the playing of his latest try, 
‘Angel Island.’ Having previously 
opened here at the Maryland with 
‘Brother Rat’ and ‘Room Service.’ 
Abbott intends to follow ‘Island’ 
with another new one. They gave 
him the key to the city. 














Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Columbia Studio, H’wood 
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16-Man Chamber Offshoot of N. Y. 
Symph Set Back by Bennington Nix 


Concert series by the Philhar- 
monic-Symphony Chamber of Or- 
chestra has been cancelled for this 
season due to lack of public support. 
Two previous seasons were spon- 
sored by Bennington College as ar- 
tistic window dressing for the insti- 
tution. College this season decided 
to drop the concerts, which always 
ran a deficit. 

Orchestra, numbering 16 men of the 
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Ormandy’s Stravinsky 


Loss of Orchestrations | 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 
Valuable set of orchestrations, 
played only once, mysteriously dis- 
appeared from the liner Bremen last | 
week. Music was orchestral suite by 


| Igor Stravinsky, who was sending it 


Philharmonic Symph, will give a sin- | 


gle concert under the direction 
Hans Lange at Columbia University 
Feb. 19. 

Until Bennington bowed out 
sponsor it was hoped to develop the 
orch as a self-supporting group. 


SYMPHERS-PUBLIC MIX 


as 





FOR PeiLLY B. 0. HYPO: 


| tween the ship and New York cus- 





Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 
Philadelphia Orch Association 
trying out an entirely new tack to 
sell tickets to its Saturday night 
concerts this season. 


is 


son, as in the past, have been blah. | 


Latest is the Philadelphia Orches- 


tra Club, by which the association | 


holds out as 
average Philadelphian to hobnob so- 
cially with the big names on its di- 
rectorate. Club holds regular lunch- 
eon meetings with socialites present. 

Subscribers can join the club for 
$5, non-subscribers for $7 and pa- 
trons for $25. In addition to the 
hobnob privileges, members may at- 
tend three rehearsals and the 26 
Monday evening broadcasts. Spe- 
cial boxes at reduced rates are be- 
ing provided for them at Saturday 
and Tuesday concerts. 


San Carlo Delays Chi 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 

Date for the San Carlo Opera com- 
pany’s appearance at the Auditorium 
this year has been postponed, and 
it’s unlikely that the $1 opera will 
show before January. 

First big attraction for the Audi- 
torium now looks to be the Monte 
Carlo Ballet, dated for a 10-day stay 
in December. However, Manager 
Fred Crow is now doing a flock of 
one and two-night spot bookings for 
the big house. 











Broadwayite 











(Continued from page 4) 





at the Mirador there was a little girl 
in our show, Eadie Lang, who did 
a tap dance on a little music box. It 
was quite simple as you only had to 
hit four or five notes, so one after- 
noon we knocked it off and that 
night we did it after her and finished 
by saying, ‘Who is this guy, Milton 
Berle?’ A Broadway columnist print- 
ed the gag in his column, only 
adding that we were doing a Will 
Mahoney routine. This morning we 
received a letter from London with 
the column enclosed saying, ‘Will 
Mahoney received the enclosed from 
America and told us to take a look 
at his patent in the U. S. Patent 
Office in Washington,’ adding, ‘He 
dances on a xylophone too, remem- 
ber!’ A snappy P.S. says, ‘If you are 
kidding, the fun is over, Mahoney’s 
bread and butter is very important.’ 
signed, R. E. Geraghty, mgr. for Will 
Mahoney. 

Now, listen, Will. You know we 
love you and we have been pals a 
long time, and tell your manager we 
thank him for the flattery, because 


had half the ability to do that dance 


bait a chance for the | 


|from Switzerland to Eugene Or- 
mandy, conductor of the Philly 
Symph. 


of 


Ormandy fell upon the orchestra- 
tion while touring Europe this sum- 


mer. He planned to preem it in 


|} America as a surprise at the orch 


| day 


concerts next Thursday and Satur- 
(21-23). Bremen docked early 


| last week and cleffings were to have 


} 





that took you five years to perfect, | 


we, who don’t know a time-step from 


a stepladder, wouldn't let any patents | 


stop us; we'd do it if only for our 
guests at home when we 
a party. We can hear our mother, 


here’s company.’ 

We think it’s one of the greatest 
things ever contributed to show busi- 
ness and a great little guy did the 
contributing. Tell your manager he 


has nothing to worry about, and as} 


far as your bread and butter is con- 
cerned, tell the truth. 
know durn well 
toast for the iast 10 years. After all 
we're a singirg monologist...re- 
member??22? 


Eave | 
| 


. | grams for foreign countries. 
if we thought for one moment we! 


arrived in Philly last Thursday (14) 
so orch could begin rehearsals. They | 
dropped out of sight somewhere be- | 


toms office. 





BANK AUDISH 


Boston, Oct. 19. 

First National Bank of Boston 
went Hollywood in a grandiose ges- 
ture of hospitality for bankers from 
all over the country visiting the city 
for the 63rd annual convention of 
the American Bankers Assn. 

Officials of the bank were hosts 
at a cocktail hour Tuesday (12) to 
which delegates were invited. For 
music, they gave the guest bankers 
Serge Koussevitsky and the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, playing on the 
main banking floor. Grille work, 
tables and furniture and fixtures 
were entirely removed from the 
lower banking floor to provide space 
for the bar and dinner service. 

Local bankers heard that many of 
the visiting delegates wanted to hear 
the famous orchestra, There was no 
concert scheduled during the con- 
vention, so the First National staged 
one. 








Concert Review } 








SAI SHOKI 


Tokyo, Sept. 28. 

Sai Shoki, Chosenese (Korean) 
classical dancer, last night (27) gave 
the first of three recitals at Shochi- 
ku’s Tokyo Gekijo as a farewell be- 
fore leaving to tour Europe and later 
America. At the performance 
caught, danseuse showed plenty of 
the stuff that cliks and, with a little 
polishing up here and there, to- 
gether with more expert program- 
ing of numbers, she should prove a 
mild sensation to western audiences. 

Unlike Japanese dances, Korean 
numbers call for movement similar 
to western ones, and therefore are 
easily understood and appreciated. 
Of the 15 numbers rendered by Miss 
Shoki, 11 are definitely of the type 
which would be well received in 
America and Europe. ‘The Dagger 
Dance,’ ‘A Picture of the Bodhisattva’ 
(Indian god of mercy), “To the Ari- 
ran’ and the ‘Dance of Kisang’ were 
expertly and beautifully costumed 
and were particularly well rendered. 

In this program, as well as those 
given in the past here, Miss Shoki 
included many original numbers of 
western style dances, but, judging 
from those.seen, her grace, person- 
ality and unusual ability are so com- 
pletely submerged in their rendition 
that it would be almost disastrous 
for her to include them in any pro- 





Majority of costumes worn were | 
unusual and strikingly beautiful, but 


have a tendency to run to dead | 
whites. and, while true to Korean } 
national trait in that respect, are | 


hardly colorful enough to give the 
oriental atmosphere expected by 
western audiences. Comedy num- 


| bers were interesting and unusual, 
Kathryn, saying now, ‘Jackie, get up | 
and do your little xylophone dance, | ; , 
| because of necessity of using Japa- 


| nese musicians 


} 


' 
} 


it’s been Melba! that. 


although it was apparent that Miss | 
Shoki was considerably handicapped 


and western instru- 
ments for accompaniment. On her 
foreign tour it would be advisable to | 


carry four or five Korean instru- 
mentalists. With a few alterations, | 
several of Miss Shoki’s numbers | 


would prove a distinct novelty in an 


Will—you| American revue, and it’s a cinch } 


from the standpoint of looks | 
and lines. the artist could hold her 
own. Ed Perkins. now here. placed 
dancer under contract for Eurone*n | 
tour. 


| with 


While it gets | 
filled houses on Tuesdays and Fri- | 


days, the Saturday concerts this sea- | 


| with 





| Native Producers 
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tie reciilétc 
US LEO, 


While 
said to 


once in 1920, again 
abroad, however, 
have looked into 
plant possibilities, renting and other 
matters contingent upon any de- 
cision to set up a producing sub- 
sidiary in England. The company 
will turn out from four to six pic- 
tures annually at Joinville (French 
quota), Ike Blumenthal in charge of 
production there. While he will not 
openly admit it, Zukor by inference 


is 


suggests a preference for a releasing | 
tieup with any British producer who 
can supply the company with a 
brand of product it could consider 


to handle in this country in line with 
the -coming quota restrictions 


Aside from being optimistic about 
the advances made by the English 
film-makers, with whom Zukor is 


inclined to cooperate, the chairman 


|of the Par board is cheery concern- 


ing the sales outlook in the foreign 


a 





Concert Guild Wins Conditions In 





Mary McCormic Socks 
Mason City B. O. Record 


Mason City, Ia., Oct. 19. 
| Mary McCormic, appearing with 
| the Bohumir Kryl symph, hit a rec- 
|} ord advance sale for this town for 
| classical entertainment. Symphonic 
| crew played for both mat and nite 
| audiences, while the soprano, in a 
last-minute change of mind, decided 
to warble only for the nite crowd. 





Don Wieder was in charge of the 
arrangements for the concert, spon- 
sored by the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce 


ST. LOO SYMPH’S 


market and predicts that for Par it | 


betier in sales than 
He bases this on contacts 


will run 25-33% 
last year. 


3 LONG TOURS 


Par sales representatives as 
well as with exhibitors who play | 
Par product abroad. Zukor is 
strongly of the opinion, however, 


that the U. S. must give greater con- 


sideration to the development of for- 


eign markets, suggesting that there 
has been neglect far Britain 
and the Continent are concerned, 
Unable to get away Monday (18), 
as planned, Zukor left for the Coast 
yesterday (Tues.), accompanied by 
his newly appointed assistant, Chris 
Dunphy, and Mrs. Zukor. He was 
abroad six weeks, visiting Paris, 
Budapest, Vienna, London and other 
places. While in Budapest he con- 


so as 


| ferred with Franz Lehar, who will 


shortly to 
direct 


come to this country 
supervise and musically 
‘Count of Luxembourg.’ 

While he has been away produc- 
tion at the studio has been in charge 
of William LeBaron. 


PHILLY SYMPH DREW 
$104,000 SUMMER GROSS 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 

Final audit of the summer concerts 
presented co-operatively by the men 
of the Philly Orch in Robin Hood 
Dell reveals total receipts for the 
eight-week season of $104,000. This 
is an increase of about $5,000 over 
the previous year. 

Accounting, just completed by Al- 
bert M. Bershad Co., shows.the 90 
musicians to have split $42,000 of 
the total. This would give each man 
an average of about $465 for the 
season, or $58 a week. Some men, 
however, got a unit-and-a-half or 
two units, according to their im- 
portance to the band, while others 
got less. 

Attendance for a total of 42 con- 
certs—five and one-quarter a week— 
was 161,000 people. This averages 
3,833 per concert at $2,476. Aside 
from the final week, always good be- 
cause of patrons using up subscrip- 
tion books, best week was one dur- 
ing which ‘Carmen’ was given, $17,000. 








Fritz Kreisler, 


In New York, wi 


Concert grosses in New York con- 
tinued to hit the roof last week. 
Fritz Kreisler pulled in about $7,000; 
the Jooss Ballet grossed an estimat- 
ed $6,000 for four performances, and 


'the Hippodrome Opera Co. also 
'boosted its previous week’s take. 
Kreisler was expected to sell out 


| again last night as guest soloist with | 


the Philadelphia Orchestra, and the 
Monte Carlo Ballet is registering its 
biggest advance sale on record for 
its coming engagement. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Fritz Kreisler, recital, Carnegie 
Hall (2,760; $3.30), Saturday (16). 
Always a b. o. giant, fiddler socked 
’em again, with capacity, plus 300 
seated on the platform and 200 


| standees; claimed $7,000. 


Philadelphia Orchestra, concert, 
Eugene Ormandy conducting: 
Fritz Kreisler, soloist, Carnegie Hall 
(2.760: $3.50), Tuesday (19). 
mandy isn’t the b.o. natural 


but Kreisler was expected sufficient 


draw: estimated $8.000 for the sea- 
son opener. 
Jooss Ballet, Alvin theatre (1,355; 


$2.75), four performances, Saturday- 


Concert B. 0, Giant 


Or- | 
that | 
Leopold Stokowski has always been, | 


St. Louis, Oct. 19 
Three tours will be made by the 
St. Louis Symphony Orchestra dur- 
'ing the current season and the 90 
tooters under the direction of Vladi- 
mir Golschmann -will visit 28 mid- 
western and southern cities. Initial 
tour will start on Jan. 18 at Spring- 
field, Ill. and itinerary includes In- 
dianapolis, Jan. 19; Ft. Wayne, Jan. 
20; Toledo, Jan, 21; Columbus, Jan. 

22, and Terre Haute, Ind., Jan. 23. 
Second journey opens with an 
afternoon concert in Orchestra Hall, 
Chicago, Feb. 13. Other cities to be 
visited on this trip are Urbana, IL, 





Feb. 14; Peoria, Ill, Feb. 15; Iowa 
| City, Feb. 16; Davenport, Feb. 17; 
|Cedar Rapids, Feb. 18; Ames, Ia., 
Feb. 19; Des Moines, Feb. 20, and 
Columbia, Mo., Feb. 21. 

Third trip makes the initial ap- 
pearance in Nashville, March 28. 


Other cities on this trip are Bir- 
mingham, March 29; Atlanta, March 
20; Savannah, March 31; Montevalla, 
Ala., April 1; Montgomery, Ala., 
April 2; New Orleans, April 3; 
Houston, April 4; Austin, April 5; 
San Angelo, Tex., April 6; Dallas, 
April 7; Denton, Tex., April 8 and 
Memphis, April 9. Orchestra has 
been in all of these cities on pre- 
vious tours except Nashville, Monte- 
valla and San Angelo. 


SWARTHOUT, RUBINOFF 
FOR 2D DENVER SERIES 


Denver, Oct. 19. 

Because of the unusual demand 
for season tickets for their usual 
concert series, A. M. Oberfelder and 
Robert Slack have booked a series 
of five for a second concert series. 
Will open with Gladys Swarthout 
Nov. 23, and be followed through the 
winter by Dave Rubinoff, Margaret 


Speaks, Nino Martini and Lanny 
Ross. 

Series will be presented in the 
municipal auditorium with prices 





from $3 to $7.50 for the series. 





h Smacko $7,000 


{Sunday (16-17). Balcony was sell- 
out at all shows, with Saturday night 
capacity all over the house; claimed 
| $6,000 total. 

Hippodrome Opera, Hipp (5,500; 
'99c), Saturday-Sunday (16-17). Up 
|again last weekend to estimated $6,- 
| 300 total for both performances. 
Subscription season of the Phil- 
harmonic-Symphony orch, opening 
itomorrow (Thursday) night at Car- 
negie Hall, is also topping last sea- 
| sen’s figures. Sales for the Thurs- 
i day night series is about 5% or 6% 
|ahead of the 1936-37 rate, with an 





}expected sellout for opening night. 
|Saturdays and Sundays, as_ usual, 


}are running behind Thursday night 
and Friday afternoon, but are also 
expected to top last season. 
ever, the fee from CBS broadcasting 
is figured partiy to offset that drop. 
Saturday and Sunday subsc?iptions 
are still coming in. 

Monte Carlo Ballet Russe _ is 
skedded for 13 performances at the 
Metropolitan Opera House in the 10 
days from next Friday (22) to Oct. 


} 31. Scale is at a $3.30 top, with 
; house’s estimated worth approxi- 
mately $6,000 each. Management 


hopes to total better than $60,000. 


How- | 


Los Angeles: San Francisco Next 


Contract covering recognition, 
| ‘Guild Shop,’ minimum wages, re- 
hearsals and working hours, has 


} 


| been signed by the Southern Cali- 
and Leo 
| Fischer, executive secretary of the 
|} American Guild of Musical Artists. 
Agreement covers all opera, concert 
held Holly- 
Angeles, including 


} 
|}fornia Symphony Assn. 


and recital events in 


wood and Los 


those in Hollywood Bowl and Holly- 
Symphony hall. 

the pact AGMA recog- 
nized as exclusive bargaining agent 
for all solo singers, solo instrument- 
alists, solo dancers, stage directors, 
|} stage managers, prompters, chorus 
|} singers and ballet dancers in any or 
all opera, concert, recital or ora- 
,lorios ‘produced, staged, managed, 
owned or controlled,’ either entirely 
by the So. Calif. Symph. Assn. 


wood 


Under is 


or in 
association with any other group. 
Besides the usual Guild shop 


agreements, the deal stipulates that 
| any artist suspended by AGMA shall 
| not be permitted to perform in a So. 
|Cal. Symph Assn. production. Also 
| AGMA is not barred from striking 
during the term of the pact, which is 
for one year. 

Producer agrees to use at least 40 
chorus singers in every grand opera 
production. First 40 used must be 
| seniors, at a minimum of $16.50 per 
performance. Next 30 may be jun- 
iors, at $12 per performance. All 
over 70 may be ‘auditors’ (appren- 
tices) at $4 per performance. Vari- 
ous classifications will be chosen 
from auditions before a joint com- 
mittee. Formerly all chorus singers 
were paid anywhere from a top of 
$5 a night down. 

Free rehearsals under the new 
pact are limited to two keurs, 
after which the rate is $1 per re- 
hearsal. Any solo singers from the 
chorus must be replaced at the regu- 
lar chorus rate. Other stipulations 
in the ‘contract are that artists must 
be paid in cash, not tickets to the 
performance (a frequent practice in 
the past), artists are not prevented 
from obtaining better terms than re- 
quired under the pact, the company 
is not permitted to charge any 
agency fee, commission or ‘other 
kickback’ and a rule of arbitration 
of disputes is set. 


Frisco Next 


Next step in Fischer’s current 
Coast visit is an effort to reach an 
agreement with the San Francisco 
Grand Opera Co. After that he will 
name a temporary representative for 
the AGMA in Los Angeles. On the 
way back east he is expected to 
huddle with Chicago Opera Co. of- 
ficials in an effort to sign a contract 
and also will name an AGMA rep 
for that city. 

Meanwhile, negotiations are under 
way for an amalgamation between 
the AGMA and the Choral Alliance, 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America group covering chorus sing- 
ers. Several meetings have been 
held and more are scheduled. Fig- 
ured the Choral Alliance will prob- 
ably come into AGMA on an ar- 
rangement somewhat similar to that 
of Chorus Equity in Actors Equity. 

Campaign fund to finance the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
organizational drive in the opera, 
concert and recital fields is being 
raised from among the Guild mem- 
bership. Committee is headed by 
Richard Bonelli, AGMA 2d. vice 
| prez, and will total $15,000 to $20,000. 
Already more than $5,000 has been 

raised. 
| One-year notes will be issued 
against all loans, bearing 6% an- 
nually. To meet the refunding cost, 
AGMA is planning a benefit show 
next spring in New York, similar to 
last year’s flood relief benefit on 
which the Guild raised more than 
| $26,000 for the Red Cross. Berefits 

in other cities may follow. AGMA 
must turm over $10,000 soon to the 
| American 








Federation of Radio 
| Artists as a loan. Equity and the 
| Screen Actors Guild are likewise 


each putting up $10,000 to AFRA 


BALLETER’S OPERA SHIFT 


London, Oct. 12. 
Nikitina joined the de Basil Bai- 
leis Russes, Covent Garden, for its 


final week, and clicked, leaving im- 
mediately thereafter for Italy to ap- 
pear in grand opera. 

She has been 


) Zin, 


tutoring with Tetraze 
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Lerimer Critical Literary Digest Again : Digest’s Good Will CHATTER 
George Horace Lorimer, retired} Sale of The Digest to a syndicate | Formal Pickets | Readers Digest, now up to 3,000,000 N.Y. Times Book Fair opens 


editor of the Satevepost, is critically 


ill of bronchial pneumonia at his | 


home in Wyncote, just outside of 
Philadelphia. His personal physician 
and three specialists have been in 
almost constant attendance since Sat- 
urday. Up until Vartery went to 
press last night his condition was 
unchanged. 

Lorimer is 69. He retired from 
the Post editorship, which he held 
for 40 years, last January. At same 


time he gave up chairmanship of the | 


board of Curtis Publishing Co. ‘I 
want a little more time,’ he said at 
the time of his resignation, ‘to at- 


tend to personal affairs and to do} 


some other work, including some 
leng-deferred writing.’ 

Because his health was endangered 
by overwork, he took a two-month 
vacation at Palm Springs after he 
quit the Post. He went to the Post 
in 1898 as literary editor. A year 
later Cyrus H. K, Curtis left him 
temporarily in charge while he went 
to Europe to search for an editor-in- 
chief. But Lorimer did such an out- 
standing job in a short time that 
Curtis cabled him to put his name in 
the masthead as editor. It remained 
there until he retired. He built the 
magazine from a feeble, dying ven- 
ture with 1,200 circulation to the 
leader in its field. 





Satevepost’s Changes 


The Saturday Evening Post of 
Curtis and Lorimer seems almost 
completely a thing of the past at the 
moment. Albert W. Atwood, who 
was the weekly’s financial writer for 
23 years, has been let out and by 
Jan. 1 young Lorimer is scheduled 
to go. 

Atwood, in addition to doing the 
economic items for the mag, also 
wrote most of the editorials in the 
last 10 years or so. He came to the 
Post from the N. Y. Sun, where 
he was the daily’s financial writer, 
and the Columbia School of Journal- 
ism, where he taught guys like 
Merryle Stanley Rukeyser and 
George E. Sokolsky how to stretch a 
dollar sign into 5,000 words. 

Wesley W. Stout, now running the 
Post, feels that old line policies 
won't hold against the rush of com- 
petition from the new mags. 





Jake Falstaff Fame Increases 

Posthumous publication last week 
(15) by Putnam’s of Jake Falstaff’s 
verses titled ‘The Bulls of Spring,’ 
is expected to arouse considerable 
interest among Fourth Estaters. His 
column titled ‘Pippins and Cheese,’ 
which appeared in several Ohio 


newspapers made him a favorite | 


among city room men. Falstaff, 
whose real name was Herman Fet- 
zer, died in 1935 at the age of 36. 
He had become nationally known 
after batting for F.P.A. in 1929 dur- 
ing the latter’s vacation from the 
old N. Y. World. 

Book was accepted by Putnam's 
at the suggestion of Diarmid Russell, 
son of the late Irish poet, A.E. Rus- 
sell has since resigned as editor, but 
supervised every detail of the book's 
production. Title finally selected for 
the collection was later found to 
have been similar to one mentioned 
in Falstaff’s letters. 

‘Appearance of the posthumous 
book was marked in Cleveland last 
weck by a Falstaff day sponsored by 
the Newspaper Guild in that city. 
His column during the last six years 
of his life was written there for the 
Cleveland Press. 

An adaptation of Falstaff’s novel, 
*Reini Kugel,’ has been made for 
legit production by Samuel B. Har- 
rison. William Drake, who spon- 
sored the American version of 
‘Grand Hotel’ will probably be its 
producer or co-producer. Six scripts 
are presently making the rounds. It 
is said to be a musical poetic fable, 
along the lines of ‘Green Pastures.’ 

Hazel Fetzer, Falstaff’s widow, is 
now living in New York. His un- 
published writings are being handled 
by Sally Harrison, literary agent. 
Esquire will shortly carry one of his 
stories. 





Ad Agency Union 

American Advertising Guild met 
yesterday (19) to consider by-laws 
which would conform with the con- 
stitution of the United Office and 
Professional Workers of America. 
Or‘anized several months ago as an 
independent union for persons en- 
. gaged in advertising, publicity and 
sales promotion, affiliation with the 
CIO has made adoption of new by- 
lav’s necessary. 

7 -'stietion includes all advertis- 
ing avcercy employees, from office 
boys to execs, 


headed up by George F. Havell was 
revealed last week. Retirements of 
Albert Shaw, editor, and Albert 
Shaw, Jr., president of the Review 
of Reviews Corp., publishers, were 
simultaneously made public. 

Name The Literary Digest will be 
resumed starting with the issue of 
Nov. 13. Title -and magazine had 
been sold to Albert Shaw only five 
months ago. Circulation at that 
time was nearly 700,000. Review of 
Reviews had a 140,000 circulation. 


with the Shaw management as pub- 
lishing counsel. He was formerly 
associated with The Forum both as 
business manager and later as man- 
aging editor. 

Digest, since its merger, has had 
no drama critic, it being the conten- 
tion of the publishers that films were 
more important for a national pub- 
lication. Space has, however, been 
devoted to illustrated pieces on legit, 
equivalent to that afforded a critic. 
This policy will be continued. 

Policy is in contrast to that of 
Time and News-Week, both of which 
cover drama, Latter recently en- 
gaged George Jean Nathan for the 
post. 

There will be no immediate staff 
changes, except that David P. Page, 
heretofore co-managing editor with 
George Florance, becomes editor. 
Florance remains as m.e. 





Editor Wades Right In 


George H: Lyons, managing editor 
of the Scripps-Howard Buffalo 
Times, left his ‘Dont’s for Editors’ 
at home one night last week much 
to the glee of the local newspaper 
competition. Lyons has been sup- 
porting his personal friend, Tom 
Holling, independent Democratic 
candidate for Mayor, in a city-wide 
campaign in which the Times has 
gone heavily overboard with art, 
news and editorials on behalf of its 
favorite. 

Tuesday night Lyons accompany- 
ing Holling on a series of rallies, was 
apparently trailed by reporters of 
the top-circulation Republican Eve- 
ning News, owned by millionaire 
publisher, E. H. Butler. In the 
course of one of Holling’s talks 
Lyons interrupted the speaker, com- 
ing up the aisle, identifying himself 
and giving the meeting what the 
News called ‘a sensational and em- 
barrassing turn’ and ‘shocking’ the 
auditors. As reported verbatim by 
the News, Lyons stated that he ‘had 
been away and got mixed up with 
some blankety blank cowboys,’ and 
added, ‘what the—, J know Holling 
better than any guy in this city. 
I’ve been drunk with him. I guess 
I'm a carpetbagger without any 
socks.’ 

Then putting in a plug for the City 
Court bench candidates, Lyons, ac- 
cording to the News, added: ‘I don’t 
want any blankety blank stuffed 
shirts on the City Court bench.’ This 
is alleged to have broken up the 
meeting. 

The News carried the story on 
front page with a two-column head 
in all Wednesday editions. 





Copy Boys With Degrees 


To qualify for a job as copy boy 
on the Daily News, N. Y., the ap- 
plicant must be a college graduate, 
although the pay is $15 weekly. That 
has been the rule for the past year 
or more but now it is harder than 
before to secure such a ‘berth.’ 

Publisher Joseph Medill Patterson 
has ordered that applicants must 
pass the I-Q test with 85% correct 
answers. He made up the list of 
questions and submitted it to the 
city desk. Later informed the editor 
that while that department could 
pass, it was doubtful if any could 
chalk up the percentage set for 
future copy boys. Paterson there- 
upon said he would lower the 
passing mark. 

It is supposed to be an intelligence 
test and is used in some schools and 
institutions. Around the News copy 
boys are expected to become re- 
porters ultimately. 

Office boys at Time are also col- 
lege grads and get $15 per week to 
start. They will publish a little intra- 
office mag shortly, which will be a 
kind of house organ, promoting the 
Time family spirit. Time’s group are 
known as the College Boys’ Office 
Boys, which is usually cut down to 
CBOB’s. 





New Magazines Appear 


Fashion Features, Inc., a newly 
formed organization, will publish a 
fashion mag edited by Fanny, Fern 
Fitzwater. She was formerly fashion 
editor of the N. Y. Herald Tribune. 

Short Stories will be published by 
Short Stories, Inc. headed by T. 





Raymond Foley. 


New publisher had been associated | 





Brooklyn Eagle strikers to- 
night (Wednesday) will picket 
Broadway legit shows which 
are advertising in that paper. 
They'll parade in black ties and 
evening dresses. 

Six shows are currently ad- 
vertising in the paper. 











Pittsburgh Guild Has Trouble 


Pittsburgh unit of American 
Newspaper Guild has been riddled 
by resignations lately. Charlie Leith 
quit as treasurer and Wilbur Coff- 
man as secretary, with Ray Sprigle, 
ace reporter whose Justice Black- 
Klan story is considered biggest 
newsbeat of year, also quitting. 


ard daily, organization of editorial 
union within the office, which has 
recruited most of men in_ top 
brackets, has Guild doubling its ef- 
forts in that plant, while Post-Ga- 
zette men are currently being soli- 
cited by AFL and quite a number 
understood ready to sign up. These 
are town’s only two sheets with 
Guild contracts. 


Guild’s main battle now is getting 
same for Sun-Telegraph members. 
Hearst paper so far has signed none, 
with unit there turning down both 
offers made by management. Year 
contracts at other two rags run out 
in few months. 





Reactions vs. Lewd Mags 


Investigation of indecent maga- 
zines flooding local newsstands will 
be launched by the Buffalo (N. Y.) 
grand jury here at the instigation of 
civic and social organizations. Com- 
plaints to the police have resulted 
in the collection of evidence against 
promoters and sellers of the lewd 
publications. The police refused to 
reveal the names of the organiza- 
tions, but it is said that religious 
leaders and schoo! officials are in- 
cluded among the complaints. 


Among the evidence collected by 
the police to be presented to the 
grand jury this week is a new ‘De- 
tective’ magazine showing a full 
page picture of a nude girl attacked 
and killed by a degenerate. Other 
publications featured a series of pic- 
tures showing couples in various 
stages of a marijuana jag. The ef- 
fort will be directed to remove the 
publications from newsstands on the 





grounds that they are indecent and 
outrage public opinion. 





State Books Coming Out 

Federal Writers’ project will pub- 
lish the sixth and final volume of the 
New England section of the Ameri- 
can Guide Series Nov. 15. 

Next volume to be published, Oct. 
30, will be ‘Rhode Island: A Guide to 
the Smallest State.’ Two weeks later 
‘New Hampshire: A Guide to the 
Granite State’ and ‘Connecticut: A 
Guide to its Roads, Lore and Peo- 
ple.’ 

Another October publication will 
be ‘Armenians in Massachusetts,’ 
first in a series of racial histories; 
‘Whaling Masters,” an index to 
famous men and ships of a vanishing 
industry, will be released in Novem- 
ber; and ‘A Guide to Boston’ in 
December. 





Boyd Left $530,000 

An estate of $530,000 was left to 
his four children by William Boyd, 
former vice-prez and ad director of 
Curtis Publishing. who died in Phil- 
adelphia Sept. 28. His will was filed 
for probate Friday (15). 

Boyd was orginally left his estate 
in trust for his wife, but she pre- 
ceded him in death by about a 
month. She left about a half million 
dollars to her’ husband. Originally 
Boyd’s will distributed $125,000 
among Y. M. C. A., charitable or- 
ganizations, relatives and friends, but 
on Aug. 2, 1937, a codicil cancelled 
all these bequests. 





Book Club’s Union Election 


department heads at the Book of the 
Month Club, which were lodged last 
week by the Book and Magazine 
Guild, CIO union of publishing 
house employees were dropped on 
Monday (18). An election wiil be 
held at the Book of the Month Club 
today (20) to determine what organ- 
ization is to represent the employees 
in collective bargaining. 





Herling’s Shift 

John Herling, formerly Time 
mag’s Washington correspondent, has 
moved into the N. Y. publicity of- 
fices cf the March of Time. His re- 
cent marriage ta Mary Fox of the 
League for Industrial Democracy 
has just been announced. Latter 





was formerly the wife of Ben Stol- 
| berg, writer. 


At Pittsburgh Press, Scripps-How- | 


Charges of anti-union activities by | 





| 


monthly and still no ads, is buying 
specials now from name-writers and 
giving them for first-run to mags, 
who couldn't afford to buy the piece 
themselves, as good-will offerings 
and then reprinting with credit to 
the mag. 

This seems a complicated way to 
do biz, but Readers Dige prefers to 
keep alive the illusion that it is 
merely boiling down and reprinting 
the best from all the mags—a re- 
pository, not an originator. 

One odd reversal of that was that 
Sudden Death had been first printed 
in the Readers Digest and reprinted 


in Esquire before it went into a book 


| version. 





Present policy is expected to 


Nov. 5. 


Dorothy Black due in from Eng- 
land (28). 


Authors’ League appealing for 
contribs to its fund. 
Covici-Friede is publishing Ben 


Hecht’s play, ‘To Quito and Back.’ 


Vernon Pope, editor of Look, in 
Hollywood to establish an office. 


Abbe Ernest Dimnet arriving in 
N. Y. next month for a lecture tour. 

Eugene O’Brien, the novelist, hag 
gone to Illinois to work on a new 
book. 

Thomas Granville has sold two 
short stories and a novelette to Red 
| Book. 
| Ted Wilcox, of Philly Bulletin lo- 





strengthen Dige’s good-will among | ¢a] staff, shifted to sheet’s newly en- 


editors. 
Red Dolan Peddles Play 

Frank (‘Red’) Dolan, former N. Y. 
newspaperman, is coming back from 
the Coast again for a visit and with 
the expectation of planting that play, 
‘Cantina’ which ‘he sold _ several 
times. Last season when Mark Hel- 
linger turned producer for a couple 
of weeks, he had the Dolan script 
but tossed it back at him. Now Hel- 
linger is readying for Hollywood 
where he will remain for at least a 
year. 

Eve Green of Paramount (Coast) 
collaborated with Dolan on a second 
play which he will have in the brief 
case, 





Miami Herald Changes Hands 

Frank B. Shutts has transferred 
ownership of The Miami Herald to 
John S. Knight, of Ohio, and asso- 
ciates. Shutts founded morning sheet 
in 1910. 

New ownérs of Herald own and 
operate Akron, Ohio, Beacon-Jour- 
nal and Massillon, Ohio, Independ- 
ent. Knight is editor of Akron paper 
and prez of both Ohio papers. He 
will also be prez of Herald. 

Shutts announced he was reserv- 
ing ‘substantial interest’ in Herald, 
would remain on board of directors 
and be affiliated with paper in ‘ad- 
visory capacity.” He also stated ‘no 
sweeping changes in personnel are 
anticipated.’ 

New owners assumed control of 
Herald Saturday (16) with John H. 
Barry as vice prez and James L. 
Knight secretary-treasurer. 





Harrisburg Dailies at 3c. 
Starting Monday (18) the three 
dailies in Harrisburg, Pa., tilted their 
price from two to three cents. In- 
crease was announced in first page 
boxes last week by Harrisburg Tele- 
graph, Patriot and Evening News. 
Patriot said upping was due to ‘in- 
creased cost of production, extra de- 
mands upon the service to the pub- 
lic and constantly expanding re- 
quirements for news coverage.’ 





Gate-Crashing Hollywood 

E. Nils Holstius, v.p. of Decca 
Records, English recording firm has 
written a book titled ‘Hollywood 
Through the Back Door.’ Due out 
next month (3) it tells of his efforts 
to break down the barriers there 
without using his letters of intro- 
duction, 





LITERATI DEATHS THIS WEEK 

Thomas Buchanan, 60, playwright 
and former newspaperman, died on 
Oct. 15 from a heart attack in 
Louisville, Ky. Formerly drama 
critic of Louisville Herald and in 
1919 was editor of Goldwyn pictures 
in Hollywood. He was an honorary 
vice-president and life member of 
the Auhtors’ League. In _ recent 
years he wrote radio sketches. 

Among his plays were ‘A Woman’s 
Way,’ ‘The Castle Comedy.’ ‘The 
Cub,’ and ‘Civilian Clothes.’ Follow- 
ing a divorce from his first wife, he 
was married to Joan Lowell in 1927. 
They were divorced in 1929. 

Will Chapin, 80, artist. writer and 
cartoonist, died in Hollywood Oct. 
15. His first work was as an illus- 
trator for Leslie’s Weekly. Later he 
worked on Chicago newspapers and 
in 1893 settled in Los Angeles, 
where he headed the art department 
of the Times for 12 years. 

Dr. Frank Morley, 77, mathemati- 
cian, professor, author and father of 
three sons, all literary figures, died 
at his home in Baltimore on Oct. 17. 
His sons are Christopher Morley, 
Felix M. Morley, editor of the 
Washington Post, and Frank V. 
Morley, English publisher. 

John W. Glenister, 63, editor and 
owner of a string of pulp magazines 
until his retirement 10 years ago, 
died at Santa Monica, Calif., Oct. 
14. Two daughters survive. 

Mrs. Arthur S. Bigelow, 37. wife 
of a Philadelphia Bulletin reporter, 
was killed instantly last Tuesday 
when an electric train hit her car. 


| larged Washington bureau. 

| Newspaper Guild’s annual benefit 
; and show will be held Friday (22) at 
the Manhattan Opera House. 

Lawton Mackaill will write a 
column for Cue starting Oct. 23 cap- 
tioned ‘Roundsman After Dark.’ 

Literati and book critics have split 
on reviews of the new Ernest Hem- 
ingway book, either strongly pro or 
con. 

Frances Marion's ‘How to Write and 
Sell Film Stories’ adopted as a class 
room text at the U. of Southern 
California. 

Albert O. Bassuk will henceforth 
edit the American Gilbert and Sulli- 
van Quarterly, house organ for G. 
and S. fans. 

‘Dames Can’t Fly,’ novel by Ed 
Churchill, Paramount flack, and 
Arthur S. Kane, Jr., soon to be pub- 
lished by Dodge. 

Oliver La Farge will winter in 
N. Y. and give a course on the 
technique of the novel at Columbia 
University extension. 

Vernon Pope, managing editor of 
Look, will marry Betty Welt, Dec. 18. 
Latter is associate editor of the mag 
and a recent Vassar grad. 

Novel titled ‘A Crime Across the 
Way,’ by Frances Millington, of the 
Selznick International reading staff, 
is being published by Phoenix. 

James Lee, L. A. Examiner ace 
rewriter, hit the bookstands last 
week with his first novel, ‘Hollywood 
Agent,’ published by Macaulay. 

CIO will give heavy support to the 
strike at the Brooklyn Eagle this 
week with John Brophy, director, 
taking a hand in getting the support 
of other unions. 

Tom Krug of the national affairs 
department at the Litery Digest 
moves over to Time this week. Shift 
has no connection with the sale of 
the former mag last week. 

Los Angeles Newspaper Guild re- 
ported a net of around $1,500 at its 
first annual dance and party staged 
at the Hollywood Breakfast club, 
with 2,500 attending at $1 a head. 

Robert L. Johnson, vice-president 
of Time and one of the early mem- 
bers of the organization, retires Nov. 
1, Execs gave him a farewell party 
last week. He will go into business 
for himself. 

Perry & Wise, Inc., new public re- 
lations outfit, formed by John Perry 
and James Waterman Wise, will han- 
dle only publicity for trade unions, 
liberal organizations and other non- 
commercial groups. 

Experimental transfers at Philly 
Record sending Leeds Moberly from 
telegraph editor to general assign- 
ment on local staff; Warren Mac- 
Allen from rewrite to copy desk rim; 
and Bill Burke from rim to rewrite. 

Reshuffling of women’s jobs at the 
N. Y. World-Telegram moves Helen 
Worden to the city desk for features. 
Kay Austen has gone to England on 
vacation. Gertrude Bailey now edits 
both the women’s page and the 
society chatter, Mary Van Rensse- 
laer Thayer is doing a Madame 
Flutterby. 

Association of Foreign Correspon- 
dents sponsoring a luncheon debate 
between Quincy Howe, editor of 
Simon & Schuster, and Sir Willmott 
Lewis, Washington correspondent of 
the London Times. Question based 
on Howe's recent book will be “Does 
England expect every American to 
do his duty?’ Comes off Oct. 30. 

Sally Salminen, Swedish ex-house- 
maid, whose novel ‘Katrina’ won the 
Helsingfors prize novel contest, is 
currently working on a new book. 
Her first, published by Farrar & 
Rinehart, is just out. Several 
foreign firms have made picture 
offers, but author is holding out for 
an American deal. 

Stanton B. Leeds, ex-VARIETY 
mugg, authored ‘Cards the Windsors 


| Hold’ (Lippincott, $2), inside stult 


on Wally and Eddie. Leeds did the 
Hearst coverage on the ‘romance of 
the century.’ Biog on the author 
lists all his newspaper antecedents 
but Variety, so either Leed—his sis 
on this paper—forgot about it 0! 
doesn’t like to be reminded. Any- 





way it’s a highly interesting book. 
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CHATTER 








Broadway 





William P. Farnsworth out of hos- | 


pital. 

Dave Green cut his lip; fell asleep 
at the wheel, 

Eddie Lewis in from London for 
several weeks. 

Ethel Merman to the Coast on her 
20th-Fox chore. oor 

Harry Foster in for a periodic 0.0. 
of the U. S. situation. 

Lou Guimond. due _ back 
Hollywood this week. 

Mike Scott, old-time dancer, 
Ward B-! at Bellevue hosp. 

Archie L. Mayo in New York prior 
to a trip around the world. 

George Sklar has finished a new 
comedy, ‘Enough Is Enough.’ 

Lou Strauss, p.a.’ing for 
Moss’ Associated Radio Artists. 

Madeleine Donnelly  sccretary- 
treasurer of Short Plays Theatre. 

Howard Schnebbe received pain- 
ful rib injuries when taxi made sud- 
den stop. 


from 


in 


Harry 


William Hexter, former buriesque | 


manager, seriously ill at Polyclinic 
hosovital. 

Cafes have those Wall Street blues. 
Market always is refiected first in 
nite spots. 

Mac O’Connell and Ben Taft re- 
placed recent resignees at Radio 
Orch. Corp. 


Broadway in the lower 40’s now | 


has one shill artist in every block, 
two in some. 

Cyrilla Dorne, legiter, made her 
radio debut on March of Time pro- 
gram this week. 

Ben Ketchum, 
Chappell, taken ill 
Denver, recovering. 


for Delos 
route from 


g.m. 
en 


Daniel C. Collins was named a dis | 


rector of Electrical Research Prod- 
ucts, Inc., last week. 

Toots (Tavern) Shor now runs his 
eatery as a sideline to takin’ the 
boys over on football. 

Ward Greene of King 
has written a play, ‘Honey.’ 
Morris office handling. 

Leo Robin andthe Mrs. in and out 
of town for three days; just to get a 
quickie of N. Y. ozone. 

Billy K. Wells, after an- intensive 


Features 
William 


rest cure in the Catskills this sum- | 


mer, is shipshape again. 
Merritt Hulburd, Goldwyn produc- 


tion exec, due east next week en 
route to European vacash. 
Armando, Mexican artist with 


Buchanan agency, now designing the 
new Boeing planes for TWA. 

Al West to stage manager ‘Robin 
Landing,’ new Sidney Harmon show, 
which starts rehearsals Oct. 22. 

Jim Dawson 
on his vacash, sailing from 
couvey Oct. 30, return-sailing, Nov. 
12. 

Sam (and Mrs.) Hellman planed 
back to the Coast last Thursday (14), 
three days after landing from Lon- 
don. 

Abe Cohn back of the Shuberts’ 
‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ opening tonight in 
Ithaca and thence on a _ southern 
tour, 

Annabella, new 20th-Fox Euro- 
pean beauty, host to press at Wal- 
dorf-Astoria cocktail party last 
week, 

Mrs. Dorothy Modisette (Berman), 
Samuel Goldwyn eastern story ed, 
last week adopted a two-week-old 
son, Peter. 

Tom Waller, Paramount's 
cate-press association publicist, re- 
turned first of week from visit to 
Hollywood. 


Marian Barr, formerly of Barr and 


Cross, vauders, has opened a club 
booking office, Varsity Entertain- 
ment Bureau. 

Pete Weitman, son of the manag- 
ing director of the Paramount, is on 
his feet again after a tough siege of 
several months. 


Helen Morgan turned in to Equity | 


by Theatre Authority for playing an 
unauthorized benefit last week. Gets 
a hearing this week. 

Jimmy Johnston, formerly with 
the Garden, has bought fighting 
rights to Ebbets Field, Brooklyn, to 
oppose Garden fistic fetes. 

Horace Jackson in from Coast for 
rehearsals of his ‘Christian Hero,’ 
which will have Fredric March and 
Florence Eldridge topping. 

Xavier Cugat, who was an artist 
before a maestro, is doing the mural 
caricatures for new restaurant 
lounge at the Waldof-Astoria. 

Robert Loewi and Helen Buchan- 
an, of the William Morris office on 
the Coast, skedded to return there 
Monday (18) after a brief New York 
stay. 

Father Edward F. Leonard, chap- 
lain of the Catholic Actors Guild 
and pastor of actor's St. Malachy’s 
church, created a Monsignor this 
week, 


Jimmy McHugh in town to handle 


arrangements on his new tunes for | 


Universal's new Deanna Durbin pic- 
ture and ‘Merry-Go-Round.’ Back 
to Coast this week. 

Chinese and Japanese turn out in 
large numbers at the newsreel thea- 
tres, booming these houses: ascribed, 
of course, to the Sino-Nipponese 
unpleasantness abroad. 

George D. Lottman, p.a., accom- 
panied Jack Bregman west on lat- 
ter’s Hollywood huddle with Metro 
on Feist music matters. Lottman 
contacting Coast clients, 

Tango and rhumba lessons on the 
cuff to the customers is now a regu- 
lar stunt at the Rainbow Room, El 
Chico and Cafe Latino. Country 
more and more Laiin terp-minded. 

Jeanne Cagney, sister of James 
anda senior at Hunter College, mak- 


(Times) Honoluluing | 
Van- | 


syndi- | 


| 


ing her theatrical debut in school’s 
production of Rose Franken’s ‘An- 
other Language’ at Heckscher * the- 
atre Nov. 19-21. 

Armando, art director for Lord & 
| Thomas, has taken on a special side- 
_line assignment as art adviser for 
| TWA which is soon to launch several 

new 32-passenger sleeper planes on 
a 10-hour schedule to the Coast. 

| As with W. C. Fields’ $12,000 M.D. 
award, which provided him with 
|plenty of comedy material, 
| Holtz, who was bitten by the mar- 
|ket, is making comedy capital of it 
,currently at the Frolics. 


| Harry Kalcheim, who looks like a | 


half-back, the other day after a sinus 
|treatment, got a shot of whisky as a 
bracer. Shortly after the Par booker 
passed out in Bob Weitman’s office 
at the Paramount theatre. 

Mrs. Florence Lombardo, wife of 
|Carmen Lombardo, returned last 
| week from European trip. Went on 
|a ticket Carmen won at a raffle dur- 
|ing the band’s stay last season at the 
Arcadia Restaurant, Philly. 

Dorothy Kay feted with a mid- 
| night cocktailery two weeks prior to 
her sailing, because the parity was 


scheduled but the sailing sei back. | 
ballyhoo for | 


| She’ll do iniernational 
the French Casino, sailing Friday of 
next week. ‘ 

| French Casino has undraped its 
| show more on strength of the nudity 
| at the Iniernational. Heretofore all 
| niteries under wraps. 
| new flash number for which 
| Fischer is remaining over until the 
end of next week. 





London 





visit to the continent. 


Safe at the Lyric theatre, where | 


| ‘Victoria Regina’ is current, robbed 
| of $250. 
| Stoll’s 


Palace, Leicester, 


|an ice ballet for Christmas holiday, | 


| instead of pantomime. 

| Mark Hambourg became a grand- 
‘pop Oct. 8, when his 
| Nadine, gave birth to a son. 

| Gaston and Andree in trouble with 
Birmingham Watch Committee over 
mademoiselle’s lack of clothing. 


Betty Nuttall’s sister, Thelma, en- | 


| gaged to Don Stannard, London film 
|actor, just signed Hollywood termer. 

Gene Gerrard returning to musi- 
cal stage, replacing Herman Tim- 
| berg in “Take It Easy’ at the Palace. 
| Mills Brothers in fourth trip here, 
'and staying longest. Have 28 weeks 
|solid lined up, averaging $3,000 per 
week. 

While in Hollywood for Metro, 
Eric Maschwitz will find time to col- 
|laborate on new musical with Cole 
| Porter. 
| Leon M. Lion’s 

in which he will appear, will be 
| ‘Code of Honor,’ new play by Vere 
| Sullivan, 

Brian Lawrence out of Lands- 
}downe House, replaced by the 
Crackerjacks, formerly at the Flor- 
|ida Club. 


| For first time, the Lord Mayor's | 


{Show will be televised, cameras 
|'being stationed in Trafalgar Square 
| for the purpose. 

| Will Mahoney back in his vaude- 
| ville unit. Was out for fortnight at 
{Birmingham and Bradford, with 
| Billy Caryll replacing. 

Raymond Massey thus far unable 
, to find suitable actress for Lynn 

Fontanne’s role in ‘Idiot's Delight,’ 
which he is casting here. 

Sam Engel and Moniy Banks mov- 
ling h. q. from St. James’ street to 
| Denham, where 20th are due to start 
| Gracie Fields in ‘He Was Her Man.’ 


Benny Ross (Ross and Stone) and | 


Freddy Morgan, American banjoist, 
|}are songwriting as sideline, with 
| Chappells interested in their work. 


jing over most of the MCA offices in 


joins the directorate of MCA’s Lon- 
don office. 
John B. Myers, 


who has been 


| Alexander Korda’s publicity hound | 


| since 1932, has just had his contract 


extended for another two vears, with 


tilt in salary. 


Libel action by Prince’ and 


| Princess Chegodieff against Metro in | 


|eonnection with film, ‘Rasputin, the 
Mad Monk,’ set for hearing Nov. 15, 
and likely to last two days. 

Gladys Cooper-Phillin Merivale 
reappearance in the West End in 
‘Goodbye to Yesterday’ will be at 
the Phoenix first week in November, 
‘after three weeks’ tryout in the 
| provinces. 


| Ministry of Labor has refused to | 


lrenew Bill Beaudine’s labor permit 
after Dec. 31. so he goes back to the 
U. S. after three years here, having 
made 13 comedies, chiefly for G-B 
and Warners. 
Princess Juliana 
ported as having 


of Holland re- 
demanded auto- 


graphed photos of Anna Neagle and | 


Anton Walbrook. following com- 
mand preview of ‘Victoria the Great’ 
at the Royal Palace. 

James A. Fitzpatrick has com- 
nleted the eighth quota feature for 


Metro; the last three were based on ! 


lives of Liszt. Beethoven = and 
Chopin. Has 10.000 more feet to do, 
which completes quota requirements 
of Metro for this year. 

Wilson, Kennell and Betty back to 


|America with record of having 
| stayed here longest of all American 
lacts. Only going to vlay a few 


weeks and return in time to onen 
pantomime season for Prince Littler 
at Manchester. Chrisimas, fer eieht 
| weeks, 


Lou | 


F.C. adding a | 
Cliff | 


Irving Asher just back from flying | 


will do | 


daughter, | 


next production, | 


George Black, who has been look- | 


America, due here shortly. when he | 


| Paris 


Lola Leblanc in hospital. 
| Line Noro ili in hospital. 
Laure Diana at Europeen. 
John Loder to New York. 
‘Camille’ (M-G) at Le Paris. 
Harry Baur ill in Dunkerque. 
Lillian Hellman in from Russia. 
Jim Mouison in and out again. 
Reda Caire topping at Europeen. 
Max Reinhardt back to America 
Jacques Copeau back from Greece. 
Mistinguett Radio- 
Cite. 
Margo and Norton at the Harlem 
Club. 


singing over 


Slim Summerville in town to visit | 


expo. 


Beity Spell back from Rio de Ja- 
neiro, 


C. Auzello new director of Ritz 
Hoiel. 

Dera Del Monte at Bal Moulin 
Rouge. 

New revue opening at Lune- 
Rousse. 

Jean, Jac and Jo hold over at Par- 
amount. 


closing. 

Lys Gauty set to star in next ABC 
| offering. 

Colette d’Arville recitaling at Salle 
| Gaveau. 
| Marian 
| Riviera. 

Elvire Popesco 
America, 


Anderson vacationing on 


back from South 


Mabel Scott at reopened Chez 
Florence. 
Expo visitors totaling more than 


| 20,000,000. 

‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th’ opening 

|at Balzac. 

Jean Stelli writing new scenario, 

| ‘Gibraltar.’ 

‘Slave Ship’ 

| Normandie. 
General Dawes in for Legionnaire 

| ceremonies. 


(20th) opening at 


seum revue, 


October expo attendance records | 


| being broken. 
Premier Chautemps 
American Club. 


Trocadero show. 
Cubaine Cabaine, 
nitery, reopening. 
Presiden: Lebrun visiting 31st an- 
nual Auio Snow. 


ABC revue starring Marie Dubas | 


addressing | 





Ded Rysel in leads. 
Lawrence’ Tibbett 


near end of month. 

Josephine Baker 
pean tour when current 
Bergere revue closes. 

‘Folies en Fleurs’ 
Folies-Bergere revue, 
rice Hermite will set. 

Sacha Guitry making film of new 
play, ‘Quadrille, running at The- 
atre de la Madeleine. 


Folies- 


name of 
which 





| Ciation of Artists of Music-Hall to 
(be held at Cirque Medrano. 
Dora Kalinowna dance and song 


recitaling for first time in France at 


|Archives. Internationales de _ la 
Danse. 
Alice Cocea looking over ‘Le 


Grand Poucet,’ new play by Claude- 
| Andre Puget, as possible production 
|for Theatre des Ambasadeurs later. 

Marcy Allegret commencing work 
on ‘Le Venin,’ by Henry Bernstein, 
acapted by Marcel Achard, starring 
Charles Bover and Lisette Lanvin 


Pittsburgh 


$y Hal Cohen 
| ae 
Lodewick Vroom in town beating 
the arums for ‘Tovarich.’ 


Dale Winthrop back at Stanley for | 


secund time in three months. 
Willows going on a week-end only 
policy aiter first of the month. 
Ailing Wanda Shiner better and 
has rejoined Billy Catizone’s trio. 
Ed Gribbons replacing Dick War- 
ren in Kilbuck theatre's ‘Stardust.’ 
Robert Alan Greens on their way 
to Hollywood to spend the winter. 
Rose Meitlein back home after five 
years of concert work in New York. 
Webster Hall opening new Im- 


perial Room with Tom Care’s orch. | 


Bass-player Ed Snyder has hooked 


up with Al Marsico’s orch at Show | 


| Boat. 

| Al Spink paying his annual visit, 
|this time ahead of ‘Leaning on 
| Letty.’ 

| Frank Blandi named manager of 
| Playhouse’s downstairs grill this | 
season. 


| Polly Rowles gets femme lead in | 
Flora Duane topping new Coli-|Gcne 


Autry’s the 
Rockies.’ 

Drama League conducting theatre 
| tour to Broadway over Thanksgiving 
| week-end. 


‘Springtime in 


Dale Harkness back into hosp 


Montmartre | again with serious recurrence of his 


| neck ailment, 
| ‘Victoria Regina’ isn’t due until 
| Thanslesgiving week but mail order 


‘Artists and Models’ opening at | ‘errif already. 


| Cinema Studio 28. 


State Broadcasting. 


Jack Dempsey’s intended return to | 


films getting play. 

United Artists cocktailing at Cril- 
lon for King Vidor. 

Julien Duvivier’s departure for 
| America set for Oct. 20. 
Film ‘Baiaille Silencieuse’ passing 
| second month at Colisee. 

Mitty Goldin dickering with Ra- 
|mon Novarro for his ABC. 
| ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) opening at 
| 


Cinema de Champs-Elysees. 
New scene called ‘Femmes’ added 
|to Bal Moulin Rouge revue. 
| Nyota Inyoka dance recitaling at 
| Comedie des Champs-Elysees. 
| Suzy Solidor making theatrical 
debut in ‘Opera de Quat’ Sous.’ 
Andre Maurois writing one film 
| review rag A for Cinemonde. 
Paris-Soir devoting entire page to 
{story of Fred and Adele Astaire. 
‘Her Majesty,. the Woman,’ new 
| show in rehearsal at the Coliseum. 
Rotonde Cafe adding orchestra and 
| attractions to help restaurant trade. 
Philip Gaubert, director of opera 
| orchestra, off to Berlin for concerts. 
Belgian national orchestra concert- 
ing at Theatre des Champs-Elysees. 
Germaine Aussey’s sudden depart- 
ure from Hollywood given ride here. 
New York Herald Tribune, Paris 
edition, celebrating 50th anniversary. 
Gilbert Romagnino’s bar now 


ing. 

Barbara La May scheduled recital 
'soon at 
sees. 


Duke and Duchess of Windsor at- | 


tended Cecile Sorel’s gala perform- 
ance. 

Jan Kiepura scheduled for con- 
| cert soon at Theatre des Champs- 


| Elysees. 

Armand Salacrou finished new | 
play called ‘Le Perroquet’ (The 
Parrot’). 


‘La Melodie Perdue.’ operetta with 
music by Romberg, in rehearsal at 
Chatelet. 

; Eric von Stroheim engaged by 
Richard Oswald for latter’s ‘Tempete 
sur |’Aise.’ 


Og Calster, Belgian producer, | 
making film based on life of late! 
King Albert. 

Esther Kiss playing top femme 


role in new play opening at Theatre 
De Mathurins. 


Fred Adison’s orchestra playing 
|for tea dances at Chez Sartory in 
Champs-Elysees. 


Rita Georg, talked of for next star 
for Folies-Bergere, unable to get 
working permit. 

Samson Fainsilber joining cast of 
‘Knights of the Round Table’ at The- 
atre de l‘Oeuvre. 

Marcelle Chantal 

i‘V.’Affaire Lafarge,’ 
Chenal is making. 
New revue going into Lune Russe 


given lead-in 


Constance Cummings made a big 
| here last week. 
Buell Whitehill assisting Carl 
|Cass in directing University 
Pittsburgh Players. 

Joe Feldman and C. J. 


B. 
of 


Latta rep- 


! 
with Charles Fallot, Jean Bastia, | 


and wife to | 
Prague. He’s due to sing here again | 


planning Euro- | 
next | 


Mau- | 


Thirteenth Annual Gala of Asso-| 


Playhouse will follow first show of | 
| season, ‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ with | 
Short and Long to London for the | ‘Excursion.’ 


|resented local WB crowd at Warner | 


| 
| 
| 


Club party in Erie. 
John Magganotti has 
Monday as candid-camera 


set aside 
night at 


his river play spot, the Show Boat. | 





Jack Lait a stopover last week. 

Max Halperin in Detroit for the 
week. 

Jack Van Volkenburg to N. Y. and 
return. 

Ralph Atlass back from Washing- 
ton last week. 


Columbia pictures sales meeting 


|over the week-end. 
| Rollo Timponi out of town on a 


long rest recuperation. 





Plans being laid for Mayor Kelly’s 


| Christmas charity party. 


| 


| 


Comedie-des-Champs-Ely- 


which . Pierre | 


| 


icalled ‘Le Berry,’ with Mario direct- | 


Maurie Lipsey, of Music Corp., re- 
couping from serious illness. 


Paul Low finishing up exploitation 


work on Beaux Arts ball,, to be held 
| Oct. 30. 

Al Eckhardt in the Grand box of- 
|fice after a summer of Cubs ball- 
| parking. 

Robert Milford, company manager 
|of ‘The Women,’ has been laid up 
with a tough cold. 


jhis newly discovered novelty per- 
former, Homer, the human echo. 


son, is on the entertainment com- 
| mittee of ‘Off the Street’ show for 
| the Ad Federation. 


. 


alm Springs 


Gargan and Charlie Ruggles 





Bill 
around 

Town is waking up for the 
winter season. 

Don Thompson 
at the Desert Inn. 

Don Ameche keeping in condition 
bowling: rolled 208. 

Chuck Morrison back as ex-officio 
police commissioner. 

Charles Farrell and wife, Virginia 
Valli, opening the Racquet club. 

Smoke Tree ranch opened over the 
week-end, Desert Inn last Friday 
(15). 

Exclusive Los Angeles shops main- 
taining branches here have moved in 
heir versonnel. 

Eddie Goulding, 
ers, Jack Benny and Mary Living- 

, stone among the early sojourners. 

Pig row in the Village is whether 
bee not rassling and boxing bouts will 
be permitted. Undesirables feared. 


long 


is the tennis pro 


| 
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=ocusutiialdoganenanaiaseienantiekeaeasosemneeean copa 
Hollywood 
Milton Berle in for ‘Radio City 
Revels.’ 
Richard Thorpe planning a Hula- 
| land vacash. 
Fernand Gravet§ arrived with 


| heavy wardrobe. 

Wesley Ruggles applied for a pass- 
port for Europe. 

_ Gladys Swarthout slightly injured 
in a fall at Paramount. 

George Delacorte, fan 
| lisher, left after looksee. 

Sam Berkowitz is Ambassador's 
new western sales chief. 

Jeanne Dante returning 
York for stage work soon. 

David Niven back after 
making chores in London. 

Bob Hussey quit the Columbia 
praisery to join Paramount. 

Brian Aherne in from N. Y 
Hal Roach’s “Take It Easy.’ 

Sam Hellman back from scripting 
j assignments for 20th-Fox in London. 

Simene Simon off the set of 20th- 
Fox's ‘Love and Hisses’ due to severe 
| cold. 

Kenneth Thomson back at Screen 
Writers’ Guild desk after motoring 
| 8,000 miles. 

George Raft 
around again 
}on the Giants. 

Charles McCarthy in for studio 
huddles with Harry Brand and other 
20th-Fox execs. 

Joe Louis being ogled by the mob 
at 20th-Fox’s Cafe de Paree, where 
he, was guested by Bill Robinson. 

_ Lew Pollack and Sidney Mitchell 
invited by Mayor LaGuardia to cleff 
the N. Y. World's Fair theme song. 


mag pub- 


to New 


picture- 


for 


Mack 
roll 


and 


‘ Grey 
minus a 


plunged 


Japanese vegetable brokers out 
here in a delicate spot, what with 
U. S. feelings on the Sino-Jap 
| situash. 


| J. Eart Mair quit, the Bank of 
| America to become treasurer of the 
| Monogram distributing organization 
}on the Coast. 

Virginia Van Upp, who was an 
actress before she took up screen- 
writing at Paramount, will be tested 
for a role in ‘Are Husbands Neces- 
sary?’ which she scripted. 

Bob Sanders and Don Haynes 
| motored to San Francisco to open a 
new office for Consolidated Radio 
Artists, Inc., with Haynes in charge 
| and Sanders bossing as Pacific Coast 
| chief for CRA. 

One star not to be caught napping 
with the new vogue for French stars 
in Hollywood is Shirley Tem»le. 
Paul Walling, correspondent for 
| French rags, is giving the cute liitle 
| gosse two lessons a week. 

Man who cleans Harry 





Lang's 


M. Perin named new director of | hit with lads and lassies of press | apartment was out two days. He re- 


| turned, apologizing that he got a call 
for extra work, hence he couldn't 


valet the apt. per schedule. Vane’s 
still trying to crash local radio, in 


meantime. 


Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 


Walter Hutchinson going to South 
Africa. 

Summerish over here. 
turning on cooling plants. 

Marcus show quits here this week 
after 10 weeks’ top biz for Fullers- 
Snider-Dean, 

‘Maytime’ (Metro) is pulling 
plenty on four-a-day and should go 
to about 10 weeks. 

Comedy Harmonists have been 
foreed to give extra concerts to cope 
with biz for A.B.C. 


Houses 





J. C. Stein ribbing his friends with | 


Dick Marvin, of J. Walter Thomp- | 


the Bert Wheel- | 


| Met's ‘Saratoga’ got away to fair 
|start, but trade is expected to build 
| when word-of-mouth gets around. 


| Williamson-Tait asking $2.50 top 
for the premiere here next month of 
\‘Victoria Regina’ with Fay Comp- 
ton. 

June Munro, youngest daughter of 
|Charles Munro, will have an impor- 

tant role in ‘Broken Lady’ for Cine- 
| sound, 
Met brought in ‘The Good Earth’ 
(on three-a-day and should experi- 
jence little difficulty in securing 
| plenty b. o. reaction, 

Wrestling is still a big draw here, 
despite the approach of the hot 
| weather. Mostly American grapplers 
|are engaged for these contests. 
| Arthur Rubinstein will give three 
recitals during the month for Aus- 
tralian Broadcasting Commission. 
Pianist met with considerable suc- 
cess in N. S. Wales. 

Deal is reported on by Greater 
Union to get rid of the Melba the- 


iatre here by arrangemeni with 

Greater J. D. Williams—a unit of 

GUT and holders of the lease. 
Queensland government is still 


imposing theatre ban on all children 


under 16, owing to slicht infuntife 
paralysis outbreak. Ban is tre- 


mendous blow to a!l theaire:. 

Revival try here with ‘Clive ef In- 
dia’ (UA) and ‘Folies Bersere’ (UA) 
on two-a-day at pop prices. Tk 
managers are tak onc: out 
of the cans and cashing in a lit‘le 
extra dough. 

Frank Neil has a very stronz bill 
lined up at the ‘Tivoli heeded by 
| Nina Mae McKinney. Other acts ine 
clude Batie & Foster, Tracey & Hay, 
Eddie Sharp. Alverdi, Bob Fisher 


ing the chi 


and Harry Marconi. 
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Football 


By Dick Fishell 





In a great many cases last Satur- | four years. They’re due for a good 
day the gridiron stars fought vali-| day, but State has too much power 
anily for 60 minutes and wound up| and talent to be the goat. 


right where they started. Tie games | Lafayette at N. Y. U. 
This is by no means a good La- 


and scoreless deadlocks were the! 
rule rather than the exception, wiih| fayette team, while New York with 
the upsets supplied by Syracuse andj|a great overhead game should pass 
Carnegie Tech. 

This week’s lineup is even more 





| them into submission to win by threc | 


| 
| 
! 
touchdowns. 
| 
] 


difficult with raditional battles Navy at Notre Dame 

starting to get under way. The Middies, without Ingraham, 
Arkansas at Seuthern Methodist looked good in spots against Har- 
.The Mustangs of SMU have been} vard. The Irish in being upset by 


in-and-outers so far and certainly | Carnegie pushed the Skibos all over | 


are not the aerial circus of a few) the field. They'll rebound to dump | 
years azo. Arkansas has been im-/| the Sailors and win in a decisive | 
% pressive and rates among the first | fashion. 


three the Southeast. Anything 
may happen the way they toss ’em 
ia that sector, but ~Arkansas should | and it’s a tossup. Northwestern hac 
win, ; ; |much trouble with Purdue, while 
Southern California at Califarnia | Ohio State had a day of rest. With 


Here is your Rose Bowl represen-|two weeks of relaxation, and the | 


Northwestern at Ohio State 
The best game in the Middle West. 


in 
aaa 














tative on the long end of this one.! game played at Columbus, O., the 
USC, with Schindler going to town,' Buckeyes should grab a close one 
has come fast after a 7-0 defeat by, from Waldori’s Wildcats. 
Washington. The Bears of Califor-, Georzetown at Pennsylvania 
nia are rated the best team on the Georzetown’s best team is:in the 
Coast in the past five years. They’ve jnfirmary, while Penn is overdue. 
got everything and should carry it Their strong line has not been effec- 
into the Bowl. | tive, making their backs look very 


on 
Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 
By DICK FISHELL 

(Oct. 23, 1937) 
. (Inter-City Network Sports Commentator) . 
r- SCHOOLS e WINNER ODDS 
: Arkansas at S. M. U..............- a error errr ny oe 2/1 
" California at U. S. C...........--- COINS 5c: ccnedcaksd20¥s 8/5 
Brown at Columbia. :.........---. NE POE Ee eee eeE ee 3/1 
i Duke at Colgate..........55---555> Soe eo oi Ve heb weacee sees :- Oe 
‘Texas Christian at Fordham.... Ee ee ey eee ee ee 7/5 
Alabama at George Washington...Alabama ........-.s+eeseees 4/1 
Dartmouth at Harvard..........-. SIE 3 4 5.0 600.404 548% 0:03 Even 
, Manhattan. at Kentucky..........- DRMCGOM 65 cc ccdeascsescsie 6/5 
Syracuse at Maryland............- NEE Peer ty Fee eT Cee 3/1 
* Marquette at Michigan State....... Michigan State . 20... 0.00.00: 2/1 
-Latavetie at N. YW. U.......00..6-- ot oh ares er 2u/1 
- Navy at Notre Dame.............- BOS ND. a0 5 0.060% ba teden 6/5 
~ Northwestern at Ohio State........ SEIT 5c 5 3s 0004 05 GE 084 6/5 

Georretown at Pennsylvania....... PRRMOPRVOR: 526032085 06c8 ss 2146/1 

Wisconsin at Pittsburgh........... PUAN ha. S6 Soe iss ard 6x 2146/1 

Cormell: mb WAGs occ ccc ccc secs tees NE ba Sib bi ba 4a eee eees 8/5 

Baylor at Texas A. & M..........-. wOmee Ay GOs: bias ceeds ces 7/5 

Stanford at Washington............ POT 3 5.8.26 ccna terse saa 5/6 
. Oregon State at Oregon...........-. ee A Oe ere 6/5 

Rutzers at Princeton.............-- ONO ids sc accewemede a2 3/1 
_ Carnegie Tech at Temple.......... EAD. Sai 5/6 

Auburn at Georgia Tech........... en CE. (othe 5a coe ee aces Even 

(Predictions Based on Fair Weather) 
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Fishell’s .701 





With pigskin season just get- 
ting in stride, Varrery’s prog- 
nosticator, Dick Fishell, has || 
compiled an average of .701 to 
date. Based upon a total of 67 
games, Fishell has cailed 47 
correct while making only 12 
wrong decisions. Not count- 
ing 8 ties as los-es, average 
climbs to .796. 

Slighily behind last year 
when he wound up season with 
-765. 





| Temple stadium. 
| team win, 


| sissippi | 
Duke, only t 9se by a fumble in|}. - Falls oe 

| % >} : . | its first concerti last week. ‘here will 
be no more because of poor attend- | 

| ance. 








Should be a home 


Auburn at Georgia Tech 


Auburn ran Mis- | 


State. 


wild against 
Tech outplayed 


the last few minutes You can’t 
suppress that passing attack which 
will be just too sweet to suit sweet 
Auburn. 





Legit Season 
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| Fall Guy 





News From 





This department contains rewritten theatricai news items as put- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten irom a daily paper. 


——— 


S 


the Dailie 








East 


Feodor Chaliapin ill in Paris and 
unable to appear in the Hurok scries 
in Carnegie Hall Oct. 26. 
a later die. 

Noel Coward working on an oper- 
etta. Probably for London first. 


Working slowly, as he’s still under | 


doctor’s orders. 

Joe McCarthy of the Yankees the 
at the first luncheon of 
Circus Saints and Sinners last week. 


| Offered as ‘Joe the Giant Killer.’ 


Bronx Symphony Orchestra gave 


Coming downtown, 

Dexter Fellows a victim of the flu 
at Hattiesburg, Miss. On the mend. 

Riders from the Mad. Sq. rodeo 
gave a performance at’Bellevue hos- 
pital last Thursday morning. 

Police guard in B’way deluxers for 
five days last week on tip spots were 
to be stench bombed. Nothing 


happened, and guards withdrawn. 


Museum of the City of New York 


the fact that 50% fewer shows are! showing theatrical photos made by 


in during the first two months this | 


|} autumn, the quality is distinctly | 


| (“Tovarich’) on last se 


| 





| 





| 


| which passed muster from profes-| 


| 
| 





better. There was one real 


ber. Three moderate successes were | 
also registered. 
standouts (‘Susan and God’ and ‘The | 
Star-Wagon’) and also two indicated | 
moderates have arrived. The latter | 
brace are English plays (‘George and 
Margaret’ and ‘French 

Tears’). There have been fewer| 
quick closings because of the lesser | 
number of incomers. 





For a time the managers were in- 
clined to start squawking about the | 
critics, which is seasonal. After two} 
or three in-betweeners opened they | 
said, ‘The boys are bombing already.’ 
At that no show to date this season 
has won a uniform press except the 
unquestioned flops. Better presenta- 
tions, including the hits, have re- | 
ceived a mixed or divided press. 

Some producers are raring to go, | 


irked after poring over scripts | 
sional-readers and then passed on for | 
final managerial decision. Many | 
such scripts have been turned down, 
in some cases because the manager | 
feels such plays would not get the | 
critical nod. 


One alert showman who believes a 
play must have press acclaim to | 
make the grade, explained the condi- 


hit | ¥ 


Van Damm between ’23 and ’37. Spe- 
cial gallery. 

Abbey Theatre Players guests of 
iddish Art Theatre last Sunday. 
Mrs. Martin Johnson to helo Vin- 


ason’s early | cent Lopez in preparation of lecture 
| list, it arriving the middle of Octo-| nit jazz. Will pipe African tunes for 


E:hel Levey. former wife of 
to Claude Graham-White,- English 
war aviator, seeking a divorce -in 
London, Names a former ‘Follies’ 
irl 


Fi. 
“Hotel fire in Union City, N. J., 


9 
So 


Without | burned out a burlesque troupe Ics. | 


Thursday.’ None was hurt. 

Surprise strike of employees tied 
up the President, Cadillac and Ply- 
mouth hotels for about five hours 
Thursday. Forrest and Picadilly 
threatened, but they said ‘uncle’ be- 
fore the strike went on. 


Eddie Dowling and Jim Barton to | 


go back to hoofing for the Night of 
Stars at the Garden, Nov. 17. 

Limited response responsib'e for 
abandonment of four concerts by 
the N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony 
Chamber Orchesira. 
been given at Town Holl. 

Short circuit in a Times Sq. hat 
store did no damage, but caus2d such 

dense smoke that traffic was tied 
uo for about 20 minutes Thursday 
afternoon, 

Jimmy Walker puts his 
Island farm on the market. 

Local department store has a dog 
specialist who is in the store once a 
week to photograph pooches. 

Charles B. Cochran. in an inter- 
view, puts up a plea for theatre 
bars. Says they help avoid colds by 


Will take | 


Were to have | 


Long. 





Brown at Columbia 
The Brown Bear is still in the dol- 
drums, with strong sopohomores get-. 
ting experience. Luckman & Co. are 
the best aggregation Lou Little has 
had at Morningside Heights. They'll 
coast in. 
Duke at Colgate 
Duke, one of the topflights of the 
southeast, is a good money team 
They're there when it counts. 
gate is weak and has been folding 


after a half. They’ll be stiff opposi- | 


tion for the southerners, but the 
Dukes rate to win. 
Texas Christian at Fordham 


A big fast line with Rabbit backs, 


Christian’s passing may upset the, ,,ak and keep the slate clean against 


Rams’ line playing. Crowley’s boys 
looked good stopping the Pitt run- 
ning game, but they’ve got to show 


aerial defense and a better running) 
game, which we look for on Satur-| 


day. So it’s the Rams, 


Alabama at George Washington 

Washington's a good small college 
team, but "Bama, as said before. is 
Rose Bowl bound and don’t believe 
they can be stopped at this siage o. 


uw 


the game. | 


Dartmouth at Harvard 
Tradition covers this one with the 
John Harvards having one tough 


one already under their belt, while: 


the Hanover Indians have been fac- | 
ing minor opposition. Harvard has 
made its mistakes, gotten them out! 
of the system and this w hould | 
cash in again, 
Manhattan at Kentucky 
Kentucky has only one ballplayer 
in Bert Davis, a grand all-around 
back. Meehan’s Manhattanites have 
been thwarted on two occasions by 
topnotch elevers. They'll win this 
one. 


} ° 
eck S 


Syracuse at Maryland 
Bill Orange was the surprise of 
the season, while Maryland has 
shown a fair squad. Syracuse, car- 
ried on the impetus of their Cornell 
win, 

Glickman romping merrily. 
Marquette at Michigan State 


It’s the poorest Marquette team in, 


bad. They'll click to win over the 


| doing away with the dash across the | 


| the Pulaski skyway last Sunday, in- 
| juring three. ; 
| Soviet cuts actors salaries. Claims 
' actors have been overpaid. 
| Westchester music clubs pick May 
date fo. its spring festival. 


Motion picture made by five vic- 


itims of racketeers being used for 
street showings :.n the campaign of 
Thomas E. Dewey. 

Fire next door to the Hamilton 
theatre, B’way at 146th street, halted 
the show. Cops had to fan out some 
persistent patrons. 

Palestine Symphony Orch. to open 
its season in Tel Aviv next Sunday. 


| Wilhely Steinberg to conduct 


Coast 


William Grant Still. composer, 
filed suit for divorce in L. A. Couple 
has been long estranged. They were 
married in 1915. 

Estate of Ruth Roland, at first be- 
lieved to exceed $1,000,000, will 
show a shrinkage to a few hundred 
thousand dollars, according to pre- 
liminary indications at the probate 
|hearings in L. A. L. E. Kent, for- 
|}mer husband of Miss Roland, has 
put in a claim for $38.000 trust deed. 
which he said: Miss Roland gave him 
in a telephonic conversation, of 
which he has a record, a few weeks 
| before her death Sept. 23. 
| -Divorce was granted in Los An-° 
| Seles to Mrs. Ruth Miller Wagner, 


This season two|Georve M. Cohan and now married | actress, from Blake’ Wagner, studio 


| makeup artist. on cruelty charges. »* 

Betty Grable.and Jackie. Coopan 
announced they will be married 
Dec. 18. ° 
| Myllicent Bartholomew, aunt and - 
guardian of Freddie; refused to re- 
veal circumstances of the boy’s be-> 
|ing- brought to the .United States 
ijwhen counsel for Metro sought to 
elicit the information from her. . Re- 
quest was made in ‘connection with 
her suit to terminate the boy’s con- 
tract. 

Beth Milton, actress, won a di- 
vorce from Charles Belden, screen- 
writer, and custody of their four- 
year-old son in Los Angeles. 

Residence of Chester Conklin in 
the Sunset Plaza district of Holly- 
wood was sold at auction. 

Mrs. Delnhine Dodge-Cromwell- 
| Baker-Godde was ordered in L. A. 
|}superior court last week to answer 
| the suit of Judith Allen, film actress, 
| for $2,000,000 for the asserted aliena- 
| tion of the affections of Jack Doyle, 
'Irish singing pugilist. 








| 
| BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Nat Perrin. son, Oct, 
'10, in Hollywood. Father is pro- 
ducer at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Castle, daugh- 





| 


Col-| 


| gone 


| tion. 


should take this one with. 


Hill Toppers. 


Wisconsin at Pittsburgh 
This Wisconsin club has really got 

something but after watching Pitt 
, against Fordham, don’t see how any- 
| thing can topple the Panther. They 
' have two topnotch elevens that al- 
_ternate each period. They'll over- 
| power Wisconsin. 

Cornell at Yale 
Despite their setback by Syracuss, 
j this is s‘ill a great Cornell team. 
, Yale, in defeating Penn and Army, 
| has yet to play its best game, with 
Clint Frank’s passes not clicking as 
they should. Yale should hit its 


| the Lake Cayuga squad. 
Bayior at Texas A. & M. 
The Aggies are one of the best in 
the nation, but Baylor, not rated 
high a month ago, has come to th2 
fore in a hurry. Thow out the 
|*Aggies’ Texas Christian tie of last 
week, because of mud and rain, 
| this’ll be close with A. & M. grabbing 
, the right side, 
Stanford at Washington 
Washington Huskies have 
back instead of imorsvingz, 
while Stanford’s Indians have be-n 
making progress, and with an ade- 
quate pass detense will win. 
Oregon State at Oregon 
You can toss a coin on this one. 
because it’s ivy-covered with tradi- 
On the record, State rates the 
stronger. But with tradition con- 
cerned, you can toss records out the 
window. Stick with State. 
Rutgers at Princeton 
It’s the best Rutgers team in years 
but Princeton’s inexperienced club 
| is moving right along. Even if the 
| boys die for dear old Rutgers, it’s 
still a Princeton triumph. 
Carnegie Tech at Temple 
ech rates high after turning back 
_Notre Dame, and on that basis, rank 
as definite favorites over the Owls. 
Here’s the day’s upset, because 
they’re in Temple’s backyard, play- 
ing under the arclights of the 


The 





tion ascribed to the critics. Idea ad- 
vanced is that the critics have 
hardened to the point of not accept- 
ing ‘audience plays.’ Several in- 
stances have already occurred, with 
the first nighters okaying the per- 
formance, while half the reviewers 
wrote nix and the others were | 
mostly lukewarm. For that reason | 
some well regarded scripts were sent | 
on the rounds again, 


There are known good things) 
pointed for Broadway but those at- 
tractions have been set back until 
sometime in November or early De- 
cember. One is ‘I'd Rather Be! 
Right,’ which drew more comment! 
in the nation’s press after opening in 
Boston last week than any show in| 
stage history. Theatre Guild, which 
started faster than any other season, 
has four plays slated for the fall 
period, three already being open, one 
on Broadway and two on the road. 

Was expected that two Guild at- 
tractions would arrive during the) 
same week, approximately mid-No- 
vember. But it was decided to 
separate ‘Madame Bovary’ and ‘The 
Ghost of Yankee Doodle’ by at least | 
one week. Before either debuts the | 
highly regarded ‘Amphitryon 38’ 
will have been on display. It is 
slated to start (2) the November | 
premiere parade, while should see 
the arrival of twice the number of 
openings as during the first two 
months. 








Included will be the first musicals | 
of the season. Only one arrived to! 
date, it being ‘Virginia,’ the initial 
production of 1937-38. 





PUPS TO FLORIDA 
Warren, O., Oct. 19. 

Greyhound racing at the Fowler 
Kennel club track, 10 miles north- 
east of here, was cancelled this 
week and the season closed because 
of the cold and rainy weather. 

Most of the greyhounds were 
transferred tu Steubenville or 
started southward for the Florida 
season. 





streets and adds that bar receipts ter, Oct. 12, in Hollywood. Father is 


|} and in Polyclinic hosp. Two others, | 
| Jonas De Arman and Junior Eskew, | 


help London theatres to give their | 
shows long runs. | 

Group Theatre thinks it over azain | 
- now ‘Golden Gloves’ is ‘Golden | 

oy.’ 

F. R. Higgins, manager of Abbey | 
Theatre Players, feted by American 
Academy of Poets at the Commodore 
Monday. He writes poetry himself. 

Sherman Billingsley, of the Stork 
club, cited to appear before state 
labor relations board on char~es of 
unfair practises preferred by em- 
ployees. 

Bosun’s chair used to free 10 pas- 
sengers trapped in an elevator in| 
the Ethical Culture Society's bui'd- 
ing last Thursday. Car stuck be- 
tween floors after a lecture. 

Stephen Constantine, known as 
Dimitri when he dances in Green- 
wich village, sued for civorce by his 
wife, who charges misconduct for 
the past two years. 

Rosa Ponselle in a jam with her 
accompanist at an Atlantic concert. 
He was playing in the wrong key 
and she clowned while he got the | 





| proper score. ‘ 


Lita Grev Chaplin returns to the! 
staze in Philly this week, with N. Y. | 
to follow. | 

Vernon M. Carlyle planning to} 
become a producer. May stage ‘The | 
Spenders,’ possibly with Bert Lytell | 
in the lead. ’ 

Col. Theo. Roosevelt and Lowell | 


| Thomas captained two clown teams | 


in a softball match at M ‘adowbrook | 


Sunday. for benefit of Roosevelt, 
Memorial park. Plenty of laughs, 
but little ball playing. About 1,000; 


| persons paid three bucks a head. 


Jimmy Nesbit, gored by a steer at, 
the Mad. Sq. Rodeo Saturday night, | 


} 


sustained minor injuries. 

Policeman shot by a Negro on the} 
circus grounds at St. Petersburs, | 
Fla.. Saturday. Negro assailant crit- 
ically wounded. Circus people not 
involved. 

Charles Pyle of Ellicott City. Md.., 
arrested at the International Casino 
Sunday. Waiter charged he hit him 
with a vottle. 

About 100 club women attended a 
luncheon of the Theatre Council at} 
the Astor Monday. Frank Gillmore 
nresided. Considering ways to help 
the theatre. 

Phil Cook. radio star. held bv po- 
lice after his car crashed another on 





| Los Angeles. 


dance director at 20th-Fox. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sol Mahler, son, 
Oct. 13 in Hollywood. Father is as- 
sociated with Harry Vinnicof, indie 
exhibitor. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Conlon, 
daughter, Oct. 11, in Cincinnati. 
Father is chief remote engineer for 
WLW and WSAI. Mother is former 
Ruth Arnold, of the Crosley mailing 
dept. ? 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray S. Wallace, son, 
in Alliance, O., Oct. 14. Father is 
managing director of Tri Theaires, 
Inc., operating all of that town’s 
three houses. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. C. Dunton, son, 
Oct. 14 at Amityville, L. I. Father 
is shorts producer and photographer 
at N: Y. Aquarium. Mother is Mitzi . 
Bellong, former vaudevillian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Gordon, daugh- 
ter, Oct. 17, at’ Los Angeles. Father 
is writer at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregg Toland, son, 
Los Angeles, Oct. 16. Father 
cameraman for Sam Goldwyn. 


MARRIAGES 


Josephine Louise Boyer to James 
Hershey Winger, at Canton, O., Oct. — 
9. Bride is a musician. Groom is 
arranger for NBC and Music Corp. 
at Cleveland. 

Margie Ann Kaufman to Edwin L. 
Philips, in Chicago, Oct. 14. Both 
in Chicago company of ‘Brother Rat.’ 

Dorothy MeNulty, film actress, to 
Dr. Lawrence Singleton, Oct. 15, in 
Bride is niece of Post- 
master General James A. Farley. 

Margo to Francis Lederer, at Las 
Vegas, Nev., Oct. 16. Both are film 
and legit players. ; 

Lucille Thomburg to Robert Stev- 
enson, Oct. 17, at Yuma. Groom is a 


1S 





film editor. 

Henrietta Luhr to Bob Bundy in 
N.Y., Oct. 15. Bride is a dancer 
Groom is a band booker with 


Charles Shribman office. 

Betty Quinlan to Latham Ovens, 
Oct. 18, in Los Angeles. Groom is 
a radio comedy writer. 
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EDNA LEEDOM 

Edna Leedom Doelger, 40, former 
musical comedy star, died at her} 
home in Jackson Heights Oct. 15. 
She was the wife of Frank G. Doel- 
ger, son of the late Peter Doelger, | 
brewer. 

Starting in choir work in Phila- | 
delphia, she joined a stock company, | 
playing bits, and presently went | 
into vaudeville. In 1925 she went 
into the revue, ‘No Foolin’, and the 
following year was featured in the 
Ziegfeld ‘Follies.’ A year later she 
was starred by the Shuberts in 
‘Lovely Lady,’ achieving consider- | 
able of a success. She was three | 
times married, first to Harry Tighe, 
later to Dave Sampter, composer of 
‘Lovely Lady.’ She is survived by | 
her husband and a son by her last 
marriage. | 








JAMES MARCUS | 

James A. Marcus, 69, veteran char- 
acter actor, died in Hollywood Oct. | 
15 from a heart attack. He was a) 
player in numerous Klaw & Erlanger 
productions, also for William A. 
Brady and Paul Armstrong. 

He had been a film player since} 
1916, appearing in dozens of pro-| 
ductions including ‘Scaramouche,’ 
‘Evangeline,’ ‘Rain,’ the silent ‘Little 
Lord Fauntleroy,’ and ‘Captain of| 
the Guard.’ The widow, Lillian, also | 
a professional, and a son and) 
daughter survive. | 
ARMAND MONTE 


Armand Montefusco (Armand | 
Monte), 34, died Oct. 12 at the Will | 
Rogers hospital after a lingering ill- 
ness of three years. 

He was recognized in vaudeville | 
on the Keith and Loew circuits as | 
the feature of the team of Monte and 
Pardi, musical act. He was also in 
burlesque for many seasons with 
Jacobs & Jermon; also Joe Howard's | 
*Toyland.’ } 

Survivors are his widow, a sister | 
and a brother. 


| 





Interment Saranac | 
Lake. | 





GEORGE V. BROWN 

George V. Brown, 57, sports pro-| 
moter and general manager of the| 
Boston Garden, died at his home, | 
Hopkinton, Mass., this week. From | 
his high school days he was in-| 
terested in sports and was both a 
baseball and football player. He! 
managed the Boston A.A, Marathon 
for 11 years and handled the 
National Boxing Championship from 
1905 to 1920. 

Survived by his widow and five 
sons, 





BILLY HEXTER 


Millard (Billy) Hexter, 57, bur- 
lesque booker and manager died in 
New York, Oct. 16. 

Hexter had lived in Philadelphia 
most of his life. He was in show 
business 40 years, and was one of 
the charter members of the Bur- 
lesque Club, of New York. 

Survived by his widow, two 
brothers, and three sisters. 





ALBERT C. JONES 

Albert Carlos Jones, 84, formerly 
manager of Childs Opera House in 
Los Angeles, died there Oct. 13 after 
a protracted illnass. He was for half 
a century prominent in Coast busi- 
ness and theatrical affairs, being as- 
sociated with Belasco and Morosco 
productions. Funeral was Oct. 16 
with burial in Hollywood cemetery. 
The widow and one daughter sur- 
vive. 





ithe lurch. 








JOSEPH PAYTON 

Joseph Payton, 56, retired stage 
producer, died Oct. 12 in a rest home 
in Sunland, Cal. 

Going to the Coast 12 years ago to 
combat an illness, he recovered suffi- | 
ciently to produce several legit at- 
tractions. 

He leaves a widow. Remains were 
cremated. 





JOSEPH NEFF | 

Joseph Neff, 42, orchestra conduc- | 
tor, died in the Jewish Hospital, 
Philadelphia, Oct. 14, after illness of 
@ year. 

He booked his own string of bands 
for more than 20 years, and was also 
a teacher and pianist. He leaves his 
Widow, and a son and daughter. 





GEORGE W. MILTON 
_ George W. Milton, 76, died Oct. 11 
In the Elks’ National Home. 
ment was in Bedford, Va. 


| 
Inter- | 





FRANK HALL 





Frank Hall, 44, former Youngs- 


town orchestra leader, died Oct. 8 at ! 


| by assent of all. 


|about the 
turned, Gillmore said it had been} 
| intimated at the convention that the 
|TA would let the matter drop. He 


OBITUARIES 


his home in Rogers, O., after a 
stroke. 

Known professionally as Bull 
Montana, he had his own band for 
several years. 
and two daughters survive. 





LOUIS GOODMAN 
Louis H. Goodman, 58, central 
Ohio theatre musician, who was 
identified with the Hartman theatre 


| orchestra at Columbus, for five years | 
| its conductor, died recently in Zanes- 


ville, O., after a lingering illness 





JACK REED 
Jack Reed, 45, company manager 
for Sam H. Harris attractions died 


suddenly of heart failure in New 
York last Thursday (14). 
He had been preparing to take 


| ‘The Door’ on tour. 


JOHN KLINE 
John Kline, 52, veteran outdoor 
showman, died in Los Angeles, Oct. 
16 of a heart attack. 
He was recently employed at War- 
ner Bros. studio, 





Mother of John Roy, managing di- | 


rector of Rainbow Room, N. Y., died 
in Utica, N. Y., last week. 





Mother of Abe Montague, Colum- 


bia Pictures sales manager, died in | 


Boston last week. 





Francis X. Toomey, 63, father of 
Regis Toomey, actor, died at Upland, 
Calif., Oct. 14. 





Dulzell Resigns 








(Continued from page 55) 





emanated from SAG leaders, who 
moved quickly after securing full 
recognition and terms from the pic- 
ture studios. 

Formerly Dulzell was in on all 
conferences when Equity planned 
moves, but it is understood he was 
not invited to sit in during the 
sessions which resulted in the union 
changes this fall. That appears to 
have caused him to consider resign- 
ing some weeks ago and he men- 
tioned that possibility during Gill- 
more’s absence, although he at no 


| time figured on leaving Equity in 


His note of resignation 
was penned just before the council 
meeting last week and when it was 
tabled it was agreed that no pub- 
licity should attend the action until 
its acceptance or otherwise. As soon 
as the meeting was over a council 
member promptly telephoned a daily 
and spilled the story. 

What actually impelled the resig- 
nation ww Dulzell, who was _ re- 
elected last spring for a three year 
period along with Gillmore and 
others was a committee action nam- 
ing an outsider to replace Dorothy 
Bryant as executive secretary of the 
chorus branch. Edith L. Christian- 
son is the appointee and the fact that 
she is currently organizing for the 
Committee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion was the clincher. Dulzell is 
firmly an A. F. of L. man and his 
intended withdrawal is a_ protest 
over Equity’s selection of a CIO 
representative. He said he saw no 
reason why Equity should go afield 
for Mrs. Bryant's successor and that 
there are persons in Equity or 
Chorus Equity who could fill the 
berth. 

Committee which named Miss 
Christianson included Mary Morris, 
Kenneth McKenna, Edward Fielding 
and Mrs. Bryant, the selection being 
In the absence of 
Gillmore and the death of Osgood 
Perkins. the council meeting was 


presided over by E. J. Blunkall who} 
| last spring ran on a third ticket for 
| Equity presidency. 


Mrs. Bryant desires to withdraw 
from her duties in the chorus branch 
by Nov. 1, but she stated that date 


|is not definite since she will not 


withdraw until her successor is ac- 
quainted with the job. 

During Gillmore’s boat trip to the 
Coast the IATSE declared jurisdic- 
tion of all unions in Hollywood 
studios. That included SAG and 


Equity and Gillmore refused to be-| 


lieve the stage hands body had made 
such a move, referred to as “poach- 


| ing’ because all groups involved are 


afliliated with A. F. of L. Asked 
situation when he re- 


did not talk to the IA head George 
Browne. who is reported seriousty 
ill in a Denver hospitxl. 


His wife, five sons | 


VARIETY 63 





OUTDOORS 


Wants to Water Trip from Key West 
to Havana 





Atlanta, Oct. 19. 
Charles Zibleman, legless swim 
| Star billed and publicized as ‘Zimmy,’ 
| left here after completing date with 
Rubin & Cherry carney on midway 
of Southeastern Fair, to fill vaude 
engagements in Cincinnati and Pitts- 
burgh before proceeding to N. Y. to 
start work on a feature pic for Lou 
| Goldberg's International Road Show 
| Films. Interiors will be made in 


Gotham and exteriors in Florida and 
| Cuba. 


After finishing pic Zimmy plans to 
go into training for his most 





SOME SWIM FOR ZIM | 








| 


| 
| 
} 











Greatest Continucus Show on Ea 


Big Trees—Goes Into Winter Quarters 





Paris Mulls ’38 | 


Paris, Oct. 10. 

Although it is pretty definitely 
settled that the expo will not be 
opened again next year, the Inter- 
national Bureau of Expositions still 
has a final crack on the decision 
side. 

The bureau, on which the fate of 


the expo’s prolongation hangs, is 


am~ | scheduled to meet on the 24th of this 


| bitious swim to date, from Key West, | month and until that time all of those 


Fla., to Havana, Cuba. 
| 90 miles, as gulls fly, but Zim will 
| be forced to swim across Gulf 
| Stream on the way and figures he 
will cover 240 miles before reaching 
destination. This is almost 100 miles 
more than he had to swim in his 
| Albany to N. Y. test. 

Although swim is unsponsored as 
yet, Zim says Cuban Government 
has promised to co-operate to extent 
of furnishing him two cruisers to 
accompany his own convoy of three 
boats, which will form triangle 
|} about him. 


‘MIX TRICK TOPS LAST 
YEAR’S TAKE BY 257 


Hollywood, Oct, 19. 

Tom Mix circus, finishing up its 
tour in the South, is grossing around 

% ahead of last year, according to 
Cliff McDougall, advance man who 
has just returned home here after 
being ahead of the show all season. 

Outfit is now looking for a winter 
quarters. Mix plans to return here 
for picture work through the winter 
and will arrange to take the show 
out next spring via the railroads in- 
stead of on motor trucks as hereto- 
fore. 

















Barnes Closing Season At 
Phoenix, 20,000 Mile Tour 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 
Al G. Barnes and Sells-Floto circus 
will call it a season with its Phoenix, 
Ariz., date (28). Outfit will then go 
into winter quarters at Baldwin 
Park here after a 20,016-mile tour. 








Circus Routes 


Week of Oct. 25 
Barnes-Sells-Floto 
El Paso, Tex., 25; WLordsburg. N. M.. 
26; Tucson, Ariz., 27; Phoenix, 28. End 
of season. 
Cole-Beatty-Maynard 
Cape Giradeau, Mo., 25; Cairo, Ti, 
27; Paducah, Ky., 28. End of season. 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Winston-Salem, N. C., 25: Raleigh, 26; 
Greensboro, 27: Danville, Va., 28; Char- 
lotte, N. (., 29; Greenville, N. C., 30; 
Atlanta, 1-2. 








during the past two seasons which 
wiped out the debt owed the Pru- 
dence company and the expected 
withdrawal of Samuel W. Gumperiz 
as managing director, will probably 
result in Carl Hathaway returning 
to the oufit as general manager. 
Gumpertz’ successor, however, is yet 
to be named. Hathaway has been 
|away from the show because of ill- 
ness. 

Understood that Gumpertz is anx- 
|ious to be relieved of the direc- 
| tional task which kept him with the 
big top continuously. He is reputed 





| 
| 


| and is desirous of more leisure, plan- 
ning another world cruise with hi 
wife. Understood the latter’ has 
urged Gumpertz to 
responsi ilities as soon as possible. 

Generally reported however, that 
Gumpertz was criticized by bank- 
ing interests for the hasty signatur- 


shed his circus 


| 











Hathaway Suggested as Gumpertz s 
Successor; Labor Angle Involved 


Indicated recapture of the Ring-|spring and upped the operating nut 
ling Brothers-Barnum and Bailey | considerably. Despite that, the earn- 
circus by the Ringling family, made | ings have passed the $2,000,000 mark 
possible by the huge profits earned | this season. 


| 


| 
| 


| year period, rather than for one 


Distance is|on the pro and con side are being 


asked to hold their tongues. 
If the answer of this body is an 


approval then the expo can cont nue | 


as an international affair in 1938 
(provided nations participating as- 
sent). 


Wallace Bros. Nicked 
For 3G from Red Wagon 


Elberton, Ga., Oct. 19. 

Discovery that $3,800 in cash had 
disappeared from ticket office of 
Wallace Brothers Circus was made 
when motorized show moved into 
this burg from Lynchburg, S. C. 

Officials of circus were quoted as 
saying they believed robbery was 
committed by a former employe who 
was fired recently. They think 
thievery took place while show 
halted in Greenwood, Miss., Thurs- 
day (14) night. Money box had not 
been placed in safe, leading to as- 
sumption thief had assistance from 
inside. 


CLEM ON N. B. FAIR 


Concessionaire Yells ‘Hey, Rube,’ 
And Cops Are Badly Battered 

















St. John, N. B., Oct. 19. 
A midwaymen vs. police battle 
was un unbilled attraction at the 
Woodstock, N. B., fair. 


A half dozen policemen were ar-| 


resting George Burke, operating a 
wheel on the midway. Burke gave 
the S. O. S. ‘Hey, Rube!’, and about | 
50 men from the midway shows, 
rides and concessions went to his 
assistance, They buffeted the cops 
right and left and back again, and 
there was a terrific battle to get the 
prisoner in a car for transportation 
to the local bastile. The cops were 
all battered and bleeding, when 
they finally landed their man be- 
hind the bars. A detachment of 
mounties was rushed to the fair 
grounds to quell the riot, but it was 
several hours before the disorder 
was subdued. 

The aftermath in the local dis- 
trict court, found Burke fined $100. 
Alfred Rackeyfuss, adjudged guilty 
of being in on the fuss, was fined 
$15. Anthony Triepiano, a_ third 
midway wheeler, was acquitted. 





Union Affiliation 


By JOHN C. FLINN 


Yosemite, Calif., Oct. 19. 

Older than Joe Miller’s oldest joke, 
nature’s greatest show is closing its 
most successful season. October 
snows have hit the high Sierras and 
the Mariposa grove of gigantic se- 
quoias, which have played this past 
season to 488,213 persons, is retiring 
to winter quarters. A few more star- 
ing tourists will make the motor trip 
this month and thereafter, until next 
spring’s thaws open the trail, the 
great redwoods will be undisturbed 
except for a few prowling deer and 
the song birds of Yosemite. 

The giant trees of California are 
| the oldest living things on earth. 
|They are higher than the Times 
| building at 42nd street and Broad- 
| way, and a ground cross-section of 
|} one of the elderly timbers is more 
| spacious than the combined dance 
|floors of the El Morocco, Leon & 
|Eddie’s and the Paradise. They 
| were here before sweating Egyptians 
| built the Pyramids. Cold blasts from 
| receding glaciers have iced their 
| massive limbs, forest fires of many 
centuries have scarcely scorched 
their majestic trunks and boughs, 
but the redwoods have never faltered 
|}in their job of outlasting all ani- 
mated competition. Experts who 
know how to figure it out’ declare 
that some of the big trees are more 
than 3,000 years old and still going 
strong. 





Net There at the Planting 


The new deal can’t take credit for 
planting the sequoias, but plenty of 
cash has been spent in these here 
parts during the past few years 
which has made it possible for folks 
to travel into the mountain recesses 
where the redwoods do their act. 
Used to be an all-day trek from the 
floor of the valley to the Mariposa 
grove, situated 6,300 feet above sea- 
level, and return. 

Now the 31 miles, all uphill, can 
be driven easily on a hard surface 
in less than two hours. What it cost 
to blast this roadway from the gran- 
ite sides of the Rockies really doesn’t 
matter. The thrill and the emotional 
kick which the public gets when 
they view the trees are worth any 
price. There's nothing like it in the 
history of showmanship since the 
dove returned to Noah with an olive 
leaf. 

Nearly half a million people have 
been here this summer, a new 
record, Yosemite is situated in the 
mid-eastern part of the state and is 
accessible from east, south and west, 
The park boundaries enclose more 
square miles than the state of Rhode 
Island, which isn’t a whole lot when 
you think of Texas, but it’s wild, 
primeval territory, of soaring peaks 
and gorgeous valleys. In spring and 
early summer the melting snows en- 
liven the park with thousands of 
turbulent mountain’streams. In the 
valley of Yosemite, a mere spot on 
the map of some 20 square miles, the 
great falls is a super-production 
spectacle: Water tumbles more than 
haif a mile from the rim’s edge in 
three gigantic cascades. Of iesser 
volume but of equal beauty is the 
Bridal Veil, and not far distant are 
Vernal and Nevada falls. 











Great Silence Sets In 

As the summer lengthens the falls 
expend themselves, The roar lessens 
to a whisper, and finally ceases, 
Then a great silence. In October, 
Yosemite is a listless, drowsy place. 
Frost has painted the mountain 
shrubs in yellow and red. The 





Objection appears to be over the 
signing up with the union for a five 


| . 
| or two seasons, but Gumpertz claims 


that his action was for the show’s 


| best interests. The Hagenbeck and 


of Labor set-up. 


Barnes outfits were organized, but 
as company unions, which have now 


come into the American Federation | 
Profit of $500,000 | 


| this season by the Barnes show is 


isaid to be 


to have all the money he can spend | 


ing of an agreement with the Ameri- 


can Federation of Actors, unionizin’ 


the big top. That ‘oéceurred’ shortly | union, 
after the show took to canvas last 't6 close. 


over-estimated, right 
figure being placed around $300,000. 


Cole Brothers-Clyde Beatty outfit | 


was also unionized 
playing Coast dates, but understood 
the deal with the AFA goes for the 
balance of the season. idea beinu to 
determine whether the show can, be 
profitably operated with a $40 per 
week minimum. Rate does not apply 
to musicians, stage hands and bill 
posters who are members of other 
unions. Reported the Al G. Barne: 
circus will not negotiate with the 
what with thé season nbott 
: ee 


while it was |} 


evergreens are ever so. The sum- 
| mer crush of visitors is over. Deer 
|and squirrels consort with the few 
| stragglers. The auto camps are 
closed. There are a few guests at 
the Ahwahmee and on weekends 
some activity around the Lodze,. 
Bears are curiously friendly, and 
are gluttonous at feeding hours, 
afternoon and evening, in the amphi- 
theatre provided by the rangers near 
the Merced river. Within a month's 
time the bears will disappear to 
| hibernate in caves around the valley 


cliffs. They'll be back on the job 
next April. 
Year in and 


: and yvear out it’s the big 
trees which get the heavy play from 
tourists. They are in a mountainous 
section of about a square mile, a 
place sequestered from the ravages 


of winter winds and storms. The 
forest singularly free from the 
avages of sightseers. The barks are 
too tough for hinterland initials and 


| facetious bas-reliefs, 
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| Syncopation 
| 


Chick Webb. 






|}was born on Aug 25, | 


\is Bob Crosby. As runner- 


‘Post Expert Picks Bob Crosby as New Swing King’ 





BOB IS BING CROSBY'S 23-YEAR-OLD BROTHER | 


| 


Bob Crosby. leader of ihe famuus “Dixieland Swing” band, | 3 
; 913, m Spokane, Wash. 

= | brother of the famous Bing, who was singing with the sensational 
Paul Whiteman Rhythm Boys when Bob was in knee pants. Al- 


Zi 


Bob is the 





thougl but 23 years of age, Bobs rise in the field of music is 


nothing short of meteoric 


where he majored in music and excelled in athletics, Bob joined|# 
|Anson Weeks orchestra as featured vocalist : 
ithe Weeks unit was culminated when his talents were demanded| ,@ 
by the Dorsey brothers’ orchestra, who were being f¢atured at! 9 


After attending Conzaga University, | 


His sojourn with 
} 


|the Glen Island Casino in New York. 


played togethér for years 


The original group, 


oe jand band manager, 
S| Lawsen, secotd trumpet, 





jten Smith, second trombone. Vocals—Kay Weber and the lead-! ; 


His tarly ambition to conduct his own band was soon to be! % 
fulfilled. An eventful step was taken by him when, in organiz-} 
ing his own band he acquired a group of niusicians that had | 
and who were looking forward to just 
quch leadership as Bob has given them : 

PERSONNEL OF FAMOUS GROUP 

: with but few changes, wat quick to | 
gain recognition as a great band. The personne! of the band now 
aying under the direction of the new King of Jazz is as follows: 
ythm—Ray Bauduc, drums; Bob Haggart, bass; Bob Zurke, 


cee: Hilton Lamare, guitar 
itler, first tenor; Matty Matlock, third; Gil Rodin, second tenor}: 


Saxes—Billy Depew, first, Eddie 


Brass—Zeka Zarchi, first trumpet; John}i{ 





Ward Sulloway, first trombone, War- 





jer, Bob Crosby. 


















@ unit that can not only swi 


The Metronome, January, 


1937 


Best Dance Bands of 1936 


By GEORGE SIMON 
(In Which Only the Bands Reviewed in 1936 are Considered) 


T? Bob Crosby and Red Norvo go the thanks of this reviewer for 
supplying the most exciting, as well as the best all-around dance 
music of the 1930 bunch of bands. The two outfits, the only two 
bands, by the way, to get straight A ratings, are quite dissmmuar in 
style; to say which one you like better depends so much upon the | 
mood you happen to be in at the particular moment, that it’s best to | ge 
forget the competitive aspect and just to call them both best 

Crosby undoubtedly has the 





ups I name in order, Tommy Dorsey, 
Benny Goodman, Red Norvo and, the colored King of Swing, |} 


dixieland band in existence, yet it's 
out with terrific kick but that can also play some 
lovely sweet that compares avorably with the brand dished out by orchestras 


6 DOWN 


Louis Hughes, Ball-Room Editor, Also Names Band Runners-Up and Tells Why He Makes Choice. Do You Agree With His Selections? 


After a thorough analysis of what is accepted as undeniably 


the world’s best “swing” bands, my choice for new King of Jazz BEAT 





FEATURE NEWS Chicago. March, 1937 


















March i—“Man, Listen to the Jazz 
Come Out!” 

Deep in that New Orleans groove, 
this band played With more feeling 
last night thant any band I've heard 
for months. 

Happy and relaxed, they played 
with such sincerity and pleasure 
that they infused the.crowd with 
i their own enthusiasm. Then after 
Ban evening of marvelous arrange- 
ments, they started sending each 
other with solo choruses and were 
so carried away by their own kicks, 
they got the attention of the whole 
cafe (including waiters) who could 
not help catching their spirit and 
p enjoying it themselves. 

j Dixieland Reborn and Streamlined 
Here is that good Dixieland swing, 
J rebora in streamlined arrangements 
and augmented by new harmonies 
Hand more instruments. 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: Dixieland 
a style is more the white man's kind 
Nof swing. More relaxed and sub- 
|} dued with the accent on the after 
beat in contrast to the driving 4-4 
i tempo of the colored man. Also, the 
f white soloist of this influence has 
| more rhythmic or percussion quel- 
am ities in his horn, phrasing (as Bix 
did) in more syncopated figures in 
contrast to the more legato style of 
the colored artist.) 
al 6 Yess, it’s the re-birth of the white- 

‘i man’s swing. That relaxed rhythm 
i with the “drop tempo.” (Even 

h when bass, guitar and piano play 


= = 
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SOME OF THEIR 
BEST RECORDS 















in more 
The great 
Kincaid, 


Haggart, and 
Johnny Mince), and 
combine to make this one of 


swing pvusician. 


ements by Haggart, 
drop-bea: ~~ pF feat | 

t t section featw 
drummer Ray Bauduc and bassist Bob | Noble (Jul); Red Norve (Mar) 
the continual flow 
fine solo passages from the horns of A— 
Eddie Miller, jaw 2 Matlock (or 
‘ank Lausen, all 


bands that will give @ boot to any 


of 


Casa Loma (May); Tommy Dor. 
sey (May); Ted Fio-Rito (Jan) 





the few 








lick Stabile (J 




















Bi 
the 


















tering than did Goodman's, 


swing. But the trick 


it must be acknowledged 


called swing 


= employed by 


type used by 
others. 





four beats to the measure 








off, beats ere accent 


is perhaps best tilustrated 


Bauduc feels his way 





Footlights and Flickers 


J THINK BOB CROSBY has the greatest swing band in the business. 3 
Friday night I sat in pop-eyed 

Claridge Cascades Roof, watching those brilliant Crosby musicians per- 

form in a manner that can only be described as ecstatically insane. | 

fection si'ths tutte. beaded’ op” 

. @ guttit hea every number. He plays as the mood | 
ing’ beby brother had preceded san the moment Ectate. His swing | 
Memphis, but it is |i, improvised and elastic, capable | 
aceneey likely that anyone here- jof changing with any situation, any | 
atoute really ‘cnew what~was 15 | inspiration. He may take a break | 


ere ing of superb mu-; i : 
sicigas gone wild and, in its mo- Se anet uae” eaistalnng ; 


jam sesvion to! how the ren | 
y are going to do a given 
slow, Sans Hit of @ steady selection every time it is presenjed. | 


their ows as individ- | rot so with Bauduce. He doesn't 


exsion, Benty was playing 1 
from the Palomar in Los Angeles, 
with all the advantages thet 


Through the. local facilities of | ideal illustration for describing the | 
WHBQ from the wind-swept roof 
of the Claridge. Under such con- | i@s types of swing 
trasting circumstances, it would 


artists of jazz, men who ar 
the heart beating and the pulse | W!th rhythm in their souls and the 
0 


Now if the Goodman addicts seek | are their confreres. | 
to describe this as heresy, let them 
make the most of it. A week ago I, | band and has contributed & great 
too, would bave hooted at the | de’ 
thought thet any orchestra could | inner circle have been together for | 
unseat Benny's (rom the throne of | years, were with Ben Poliack when | 


turned Steadily, and with master- | sons back, and they have the in- 
Tul co-operation from the boys in | stinctive flair for the sort of popu- 
the band, Crosby has built his az-| lar music is the rage of the day = | 
aregation te the point where today 


foremost exponent of this 


an 
The “Dixieland” type of swing | Miss Waber's vocalizing would be 

by and the | an asset to any band. Crosby nas | 
boys im contrast to the “Chicago” | known how to handle the sole work 
ap and many | ever since 


The “Chicago” style, ae mu- 
sfians have named it, calls for a | INCIDENTALLY 
steady, sharply accentuated rhythm, | Would just as lief the public w 
; - 


Also using four beats te the Bob is out om bis own, has be 
rhythm measure, the “Dixieland” , #everal years now and is 
differs widely from the “Chicago” ] good in a big way without 
im that the second and fourth, or | from Bing 


The drum being the key to the 
style of any owing, the differen® 
by con- 
trasting the work of Gene Krupa, 
the Goodman drummer, and of | 
Davey Tough, -the Dorsey percus- 
slonist, with that ef Ray Bauduc, 
who beats blazes out of the drums 
and allied trappings for Crosby 
through | 





BARAT MARTIN 


at the bandside on the 








one way one time and another the! 


no one will deny A 
tom- | and snoa the listener gets to know 


| know himself. I suspect, and cer-| 
tainly the excited bystander has no 
way of predicting what he may do: 
tal Es 
CITE bauduc, not because ne is. 
the lone member of Crosby's crew | 
rating @ specisi mention, but) 
rather because he heppens to be the! 


differences between the two lead-| 
Bob Zurke on the piano, Yank | 
‘. 


Lawson's trumpet, Bob Haggart 
resou bass fiddi-, Hiltoa La- 





d-| 

genius for its expr: 
Redin, of course, manages the | 
I to its success, He and a small, 


been | his band was at its peak six sea-| 


Kay Weber and Cosby himself 
as the | take care of the vocals tho a large | 
thing | extent, although th 
musicians who can, and do, step to! 
the stand for a singing specialty. | 





his early days with Aa-! 
son Weeks. j 




























A 
Bob Crosby (Apr); Benny Good- 
man (Jun); Al Kavelin (Nov); Ray 


Mal Hallett (Oct); Hal Kemp 
(Apr); Henry King (Mar), Ruby 
Newman (Feb); Artie Shaw (Oct), 
D ul) 

Bs 















GROUP OF RECORDS 
WITH CONNIE BOSWEL). 


Stored Me Dreaming 
Swing Me A. Lsllaby 
Bell, Bali 


Mommie 









Crosby Sets New Pace For Bands 
With Modern Dixieland Style 





4-4 rhythm 


and that of 


ean play th 


each soloist 
tien to hear 
Unlike so 
popularity 
whose mon 


of rhythm 
spires him 
sonality. 
for Ray on 
is amazing. 
Another 
on the solid 


tion, this 
shade their 


mor and al 


The five 
the 







boys came 






























the baton, 


definite accent on the after bext.) 
And the difference in playing ths 
kind of music that is natural to them 


the marvelous feeling with whici:|§ 
they play in contrast to the mere | 4 
precision-like and powerhouse drive | 3 
of some other 

They Play the Biues 
No other name band in the country 


this New Orleans gang. ] 
melodic trong Coe don’t be- 
lieve in the “TOO- 

School) and backed up by the ter- 
rifie drumming of Bauduc and. his 
uncanny choice of licks that suit 


eventually drives you to distraction) 
this band is full of variety and con- 
trast. 


The variety of effects in tonal col- 
oring, dynamics, voicing, and rhyth- 
mie backgrounds is so refreshing it 
is difficult te understand why other 
bands neglect it. 

Ray Bauduc Is Wonderful 

Ray Bauduc’s ability to change the 
rhythmic background r 
in an arrangement without spoilin 
the solid groove of the whole 
while still giving the soloist the kind 


erets of the band’s interesting per- 
ty 
Bob Haggart is a perfect mate 


and voicing. 
The Histery of the Band 


boys created the style and influence 
band. 
Matlock, Lawson). 


that band) to Chicago, where they § 
first heard Benny Pollack. Gil Ro- 
din was nm & mem of 


Benny's band. "s New York Pol- 
lack decided to give up drums for 





THE MOST INTERESTING BAND IN AMERICA! . . 


in this band there ‘« 2; 


imitating is reflected in 


e blues so exquisitely as 
Full of 


ANY NOTES” 


, the band is an inspira- 
many bands who rise to 


on some novelty (am 
otonous repetition of it 


several times |} 








figure or beat that in- 3 
most, is one of the se- 


this, and their flexibility 


unusual feature is that 
rock of the rhythm sec- 
band doesn’t forget to 
ensemble, build-to clim- 


axes, ye their melodic out- ees 
pouring with fee 


ling, sometimes hu- & 
ways contrast in volume 


original .New Orleans 


(Bauduc, Lamare, Miller, 
Some of the 
north with the Scranton 


Sirens (Tommy Dorsey played in 


but couldn’t choose be- Ff 
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STAGE June 1937 


awards the PALM | 






























- RADIO -3 









re cause of good music on the air, : 
Palms—to all of these. And grease up some more palm 
shand out one each to the Columbia Workshop, to Mac} 
now's band, to Bob Crosby's band, and get one 
WC. Fields. SIDN 
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